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LETTERS 

TO A»ll ri.OM g 

DR. SWIFT. 



TO THE REV. MR. WALLIS. 

SIR, Market Hill*, Nov, 16, 1728. 

I AM extremely obliged to you for your kind inten- 
tion in the purchase yoa mention ; but it will not an** 
swer my design, because these lands are let in leases 
renewaWe for everf, and consequently can never 
have the rent raised; which is mortal to all estates 
left for ever to a public use, and is contrary to a fun- 
damental maxim of mine; and most corporations feel 
the smart of it. 

I have been here several months, to amuse me in 
ifiy disorders of giddiness and deafness, of which I 
have frequent returns— and I shall hardly return to 
Dublin till Christmas. >, 

I am truly grieved tit your great loss J. Such mis- 
fortunes seem to break the whole scheme of man^s 

* The s«at of sir Arthur Acheson, where the Dean passed two 
summers, fte h^ a farm ttear if, which was let to hini by sir 
Anbur, d&d afterwards calted Drapier's hili, apparently from the 
poem, white Swift tenanted it. P. 

f Accordtni^y/ io his wiiV, by which he devised his fortune to^ 
the buHdin^ and endowirtg of an hospital for lunatics, he re- 
sorahied his-e«ectttttrS from purchasing any lands that ** were en- 
cumbered with leases for live* renewaible.** P. 

+ The death of Mrs. WMli«» F, Digit zed by Google 
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2 LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

life*,* and although time may lessen sorrow, yet it 
cannot hinder a man Trom feeling the want of so near 
a companion, nor hardly supply it with another f. I 
wish you health and happiness, and that the pledge | 
l^ft you may prove a comibrt. I am, witn great 
sincerity, your /nost obliged and most humble ser- 
vant, 

JON. SWIFT., 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, London, Dec, 2, 1728. 

1 THINK this is my fourth letter, I am sure it is 
the third, without any answer. If I had any assur- 
ance of your hcaltli, I should have been more easy. 
I should have writ to you upon this subject above a 
month ago, had it not been for a report that you 
were upon- the road in your way to England: whitli 
I fear now was without foundation. Your money, 
with part of my own* is still in the hands of lord 
Bathurst, which I believe he will keep no longer, but 
repay upon his coming to town ; when I willendea- 
vour to dispose of it as 1 do of my own, unless I re- 
ceive your orders to the contrary. Lord and lady 

* Mr. Pope has so poetically expressed this idea , that I can- 
not resist the temptation of transcribing it: " I am sensibly ob- 
Uged to you, in the comfort you endeavour to give me upon the 
loss of a friend. It is like the shower we have had this rooming, 
that just makes the drooping trees hold up their heads, but th«y 
remain checked and withered at the root: the benediction is but 
a short relief, though it comes from Heaven itself. The loss of a 
friend is the loss of life ; after that is gone from ut, it is all but a 
gentle decay, and wasting and lingering a liule longer. " Letters 
to a Lady, p. 23. N. 

f This sentiment, no doubt, came from the writer's heart. 
Stella, the incomparable Stella, was tlien no more I K. 

\ A son, afterwards a barrister at law. F. 
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Bolingbroke are in town: she has been lately very 
illy but is now somewhat better. I have had a very 
severe attack of a fever, which, by the care of our 
friend Dr. Arbuthnot, has, I hope, almost left me. I 
have been confined about ten days, but never to my 
bed, so that I hope soon to get abroad about my bu- 
siness; that is, the care or the second part of the 
Beggar's Opera, which was almost ready for rehear* . 
sal; but Rich received the duke of Grafton's com- 
mands (upon an information, that he was rehearsing 
a play improper to be represented) not to rehearse 
any new play whatever, till his grace has seen it. 
What will become of it I know not; but I am sure I 
have written nothing, that can be legally suppressed, 
unless the setting vices in general in an odious light, 
and virtue in an amiable one, may give offence. I 
passed five or six months this year at the Bath with 
the duchess of Marlborough ; and then, in the view 
of taking care of myself, writ this piece. If it goes 
on, in case of success, I have taken care to make 
better bargains for myself: I tell you this, because I 
know you are so good as to interest yourself so 
warmly in my afiairs, that it is what you would want 
to know. I saw Mr. Pope on Friday, who, as to his 
health, is just as you left him. His mother, by his 
account, is ipuch the same. Mr. Lewis, who is very 
much your servant (as are all I have mentioned) tells 
me, fsktihet time is still desired of him about the hun- 
dred pounds. Dr. Arbuthnot particularly desires his 
compliments; and Mrs. Howard often a;$ks after 
you. Prince Frederick is expected- over this week. 
1 hp^pe to go abroad in two or three days. I wish I 
ooujd miset with you either abroad, or at home. • 
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4 tETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. 

♦ DR. SHERIDAN TO LORD MONTCASHEL; 

MY LORD« Dec. 1, 1728. 

X DEDICATE to you this editionand translation of 
Persius f, as an acknowledgment for the great plea* 
sure you gave me in the first part of your education, 
which, by your own application and goodness of 
temper, was attended with a success equal to my 
wishes. 

And since you still proceed in the same paths of 
diligence and virtue in the University, where yoM 
have already distinguished yourself in a very short 
time, it lays a farther obligation upon me, to return 
you my thanks in this public manner, for having so 
laithfully regarded the last advice, which I gave 
you. 

When I hear from your governors, with what 
respect and deference you treat them ! -how cheer- 
ful you are in your obedience to their commands ! 
that you are constant in all duties enjoined you by 
the statutes, (too mUch hitherto neglected by those 
of your quality;) that you are regular in your life; 
decent in your behaviour; good-natured and civil to 
your companions, whom you have prudently chosei^ 
from among the best ; that you are diligent in your 
studi^ ; with many other additions to your characi* 
ter, which very much redound to your honour; I 
then return my thanks tq God, and- think all my la- 
bour on your account rewarded in the noblest and 
the best manner. 

You are now in a situation of taking two the most 
delightful prospects, that a. generous mind can have. 
First, you can look back upon a good and honourable 

* Of whom see hereafter, p. 9. N. 
. f A literal translation in prose, published at Publin, by G, 
Grierson, 1728, 18mo. N. o 
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refRitjation, led behind you among your achool«>fel- 
kms. You can behold that ardent emulation in most 
of them, which you kindled in their breasts by your 
example ; and thus you see yourself a blessed instru- 
ment of bringing others into the road of honour and 
virtue, which you naturally followed upon the first 
direction. The next prospect is, that you are now 
placed on a more public stage, among the hopefuU 
lest young gentlemen of this kingdom, who are al- 
ready so. far influenced by your example, that they 
rather seem willing to contend with you in tlie race, 
ths^ to follow ; and this by your own encourage- 
hient. Consider, my Lord, the good you now do, is 
not confined to the present age ; but those to come 
shall shew the eflfects of your virtue, and posterity 
shall bless you for giving an advantage to them, 
which they can onlv requite by the greatest esteem 
they will preserve ior your memory. 

I shall make you no compliments upon your birth 
or title, for which, you and your school-fellows will 
witness for me, that I never did once eitlier distin- 
guish or spare you while you were under my care. 
Neither shall I ever allow you any merit from the 
meer advantages of fortune. Besides, 1 always ob- 
served you much mpre fond of the genealogies of . 
tlie Greek and Roman heroes, than of your own. 
There you found so many wonderful examples of pi- 
ety, wisdom, justice, fortitude, love to their country, 
faithfulness to their friends, every action great, noble, 
and truly humane, that it is not to be wondered your 
character exceeds your years, when you endeavoured 
to borrow most of it from them ; for which every 
wise man will acquit you, since there are so few ex- 
amples in the present world, that will deserve yoUr 
imitation. But, the great characters of antiquity are 
such, as you may safely follow in every thin^ that is 
great and good. And although it hath been your 
misfortune to live in a country, not the most inviting 
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scene to employ those talents, which God hath given 
yovLy and which your own good disposition, added to 
the care of your instructors, is so likely to improve ; 
yet let not that be a discouragement from persever- 
ing to qualify yourself, for appearing one day, where 
you can shine to more advantage. 

But niy zeal for your happiness makes me forget 
^at you are how under governors much fitter to di« 
rect you in your future conduct. I shall therefore 
only join with them in my good wishes for a blessing 
on (heir labours. ** Si agricolam arbor ad fnictuih 
perducta delectat ; si pastor ex fcetu gregis sui capit 
voluptatem ; si alumiium suum nemo aliter intuetur 
quam ut adolescentiam illius suam judicet, quid eve- 
nire.credis his qui ingenia educaverunt, et qui tenera 
formaverunt, adulta subito vident? Assero te mihi. 
Meum opus es.**' My case, my Lord, is the very 
s£^me. You are a plant of my own rearing ; and al- 
though you be now removed to another soil, the 
same delight, which I conceived at your prosperous 
growth, makes me earnest in my expectations to see 
the fruit. May you never disappoint our hopes, but 
become a true son of the church, a loyal subject to 
your prince, a faithful friend to your country, and 
an honour to the age you live in ! May all happiness 
and success attend you, to the last period ot your 
life ! I am> 

My Lord, 
With true respect, esteem, and affection. 

Your most obedient, and most humble servant, 

THOMAS SHERIDAN. 

* Seneca, Ep. 34. 
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TO MR- WORRALL. 

Market JiiU, Jan. 4, 1728-9. 

I HAD your long letter, and thank you heartily for 
your concern about my health. I continue very 
deaf and giddy; but however, I would certainljr 
come to town, not only for my visitation, but be- 
cause in these circumstances, and In winter, I would 
rather be at home. But it Is now Saturday night, 
and that beast Sheridan is not yet come, although it 
ha$ been thawing since Monday. If I do not come, 
you know what to do. 
My hujnble service to our friends, as usual. 



TO THE SAME. 

Market Hill, Jan. 13, 1728-9. 

I JUST received your letter, and should never have 
done, if I returned you thanks so oflen as I ou^ht for 
your care and kindness; both my disorders still con- 
tinue; however, I desire that Mrs. Brent may make 
things ready, for my raggedness will soon force roe 
away. I nave been now ill about a month, but the 
family are so kind as to speak loud enough for me to 
hear them ; and my deafness is not so extreme as you 
have known when I have fretted at your mannerly 
voice, and was only relieved by Mrs. Worrall % 
I send you enclosed the fruit of my illness, to make 

* Mrs< Womll had » strong clear voice, a quality for which; 
as appears by this letter. Swift ^uch esteemed her ; she had also 
both Usteand skill in housekeeping, took care to have his table 
served in the manner that h« best liCed. N. ^ 
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an Intelligencer^; I desire you will enclose it in a 
letter to Mrs. Harding, and let your letter be in an 
unknown band, and desire ber to shew it to the au- 
thor of the Intelligencer, and to print it if he thinks 
fit. There is a Tetter, you will find, that is to be 
prefixed before the verses, which letter is grounded . 
on a report, and if that report be false, the former 
part of the letter will be unseasonable, but the latter 
Will not : and therefore the Intelligencer must be de- 
sired to alter it accordingly. 

It should be sent sopn, to come time ^nougli for 
the next Intelligencer. 

Pray, in your letter to Mrs. Harding, desire her to 
make her people be more correct, and that the Intel- 
ligencer himself may look over it,.for that every body 
who reads those papers, are very much offended with 
4he continual nonsense made by her printers. 
1 a|n yours, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME. 

Market Hill, Jan. 18, 1728-9. 

1 HAVE yours of the 14th instant, but you had not 
then received my last, in which was enclosed a pa- 
per for the Intelligencer, which I hope you have dis- 
posed of as desired. My disorder • still continues the 
same for this fortnight past, and am neither better 
nor worse. However, I res^ve to return on the first 
mending of the weather ; these three last days there 
being as violent a storm as I have known, which still 
continues. We have been told toiy lord Mountca- 

* A weekly paper, by Drs. Swift, Sheridan, Helsham, &c. 
whicb were afterward reprinted in one volume 8vo. N. 
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fibel * is dead at Drogheda, but believe it to be a lie> 
However^ he is so tender^ and affects so mucfa vi- 
gour and fittigue, that we have been in pain, about 
Sim. 

I had a letter two days ago^ which cost me. six 
shillings and £bor pence ; it consisted of the probate 
of a will in Leicestershire, and of two enclosed let* 
ters, and was beyond (he weight of letters franked. 
When I went a lad to my mother^ after the revola* 
tion, she brought me acquainted with a' &mily where 
tiiere was a daughter with whom I was acquainted. 
My prudent mother was afraid I should be in love 
with her ; but when i went to London, she married 
in innkeeper in Loughborough, in that county, by 
whom she had several children. The old mother 
died, and left all that she had to her daughter afore* 
said, separate from her husband. This woman (my 
mistress with a pox) left several children, who are all 
dead but one dauighter, Anne by name. This Anne, 
for it must be she, about seven years ago writ to me 
from London, to tell me she was daughter of Betty 
Jones tf for that was my mistress's name, till she was 

* Edward Davis, lord viscount MountcasKel, dying a bachelor 
in July 1736, the title became extinct. Margaret, bis sister and 
Heir, wa9 married to James Barry, viscount Butteuaot, eldest soa 
of the £arl of Barrymore, who succeeded to his father's title iu 
December 1751. The title of viscount Mountcashel was re. 
vived in 1766 in the person of Stephen Moore, esq. whose son 
Stephen is now earl Mountcashel. N, 

t The name of the lady whom he was then^ supposed to court 
(as we, learn from ^inuelf) was Betty Jones, afterwards married 
to Mr. Perkins, an innkeeper at Loughborough. A daughter of 
tbis Mrs. Perkins, in January 1728-9, having been left a widow 
by one Giles an Irishman, who pretended to be barrack-master 
general of Ireland, applied to the Dean for advice and assistance, 
on the score of his former friendship for her mother and grandmor 
ther, the latter of whom was related to Dr. Swift's family. The 
young woman having brought with her some letters from her nio- 
Aer; the Dean tells Mr. Wonrall, he was ready to sacrifice five 
pounds, on old acquaintance, to help the woman ; though he sus- 
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married to one Perkins, innkeeper, at the George in 
Loughborough, as I said before. The subject of the 
girl's letter was,' that a young lady of good fortune 
was courted by an Irishman, who pretended to be 
barrack -roaster general of Ireland, and desired me, 
as an old acquaintance of her mother 3etty Jones, 
alias Perkins, to inquire about this Irishman. I an- 
swered, that I knew him not, but supposed he was 
a cheat; I heard no more. But now comes a letter 
to me from this Betty Jones, alias Perkins, to let me 
know, that her daughter Anne Giles, married an 
Irishman, otie Giles, and was now come over to Ire- 
land to pick up some debts due to her husband, which 
she couid not get; that the young widow (for her 
husband Giles is dead) has a mind to settle in Ireland, 
and to desire I would lend her daughter Giles three 
guineas, which her mother will pay me when I draw 
upon her in England, and Mrs. Giles writes me a 
letter to that purpose. She intends to take a shop^ 
and will borrow the money from Mrs. Brent, (whose 
name she has learned) and pay me sis others do. I 
was at first determined to desire you would> from me^ 
make her a present of five pounds, on account of 
her mother and grandmother, whom my mother used 
to call' cousin. She has sent me an attested copy of 
her mother's will, which, as I told you, cost me six 
shillings and four pence. But I am in much doubt ; 
for by her mother's letters, she is her lieiress, and 
the grandmother left Betty Jones, alias Perkins, the 
mother of this woman in Dublin, all she had, as a 
separate maintainance from her husband (who proved 
a rogue) to the value of five hundred pounds. Now, 
I cannot conceive why she would let her only daugh^* 
ter and heiress come to Ireland, without giving her 
money to bear her charges here, and put her in some 
way. The woman's name is Anne Giles, shb lodges 

peoted her mother's letters to be counterfeit, as he remcroberp^ 
^P spelt ;ik^ ft kitchen-maid " N. . ed by Google 
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at one Mrs. Wilmot's, the first hou|^ in Molesworth 
court, on the right hand, in Fishamble street. I 
have teld you this long story, to desire you will send 
for the woman, this Anne Giles, and examine her 
strictly, to find if she be the real daughter of Eliza- 
beth Jones, alias Perkins, or not ; ana how her mo- 
ther, who is so well able, came to send her in so mi- 
serable a condition to Ireland, The errand is so ro*. 
mantic, that I know not what to say to it. I would 
be ready to sacrifice five pounds, on old acqusiint- 
ance^ to help the woman; I suspect her mother's 
letters to be counterfeit, for I remember she s-pells 
like a kitchen-maid. And so I end this worthy busi» 
ness. 

My bookseller, Mr. Motte, by my recommenda- 
tion, dealt witli ,Mr. Hyde * ; there are some ac- 
counts between them, and Hyde is in his debt. He 
has desired me to speak to Mr. Hyde's executors to 
state the account, that Mr. Motte may be in the way 
to recover the balance. I wish you would step to 
Mr. Hyde*a house, and inquire how that matter 
stands, and how Mr. Motte is to be paid. I sup- 
pose Mr. Hyde died in good circumstances, ^nd that 
there will be no danger of his creditors suffering by 
his death. 

I enclose 4 letter to Mr. Motte, which you will be 
so kind to send to the post-office. 

I desire^ likewise, that you will Qiake Mrs. Brent 
bay a bottle of usquebaugh, and leave it with the 
woman who keeps sir Arthur Acheson's house in 
Capel street, and desire Jier to deliver it to captain 
Creichton t# who lodges at the Pied Horse, in Capel 
street, and is to bring down other things to my lady 
Acheson. 



* Mr. John Hyde, an eminent bookseller of Dublin, of fair 
good character. F. 
f Whose Memoirs are printed in the fourt^entli Voluc^. N. 
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My most bundle service to Mrs. WorraU^ Mrs. 
Dingley, and love to Mrs. Brent. ' 
I wish you all a happy new year. 



TO MR. POPE. 

SIR, March 6, 172S-9. 

XF I am not a good correspondent, I have bad 
health; and that is as good. I passed eight months 
in the country, with sir Arthur and my lady Acheson, 
and had at least half a dozen returns of my giddiness 
and deafness, which lasted me about three weeks 
apiece; and, among other inconveniences, hindered 
me from visiting my chapter, and punishing enormia 
ties; but did not save me the charges of a visitation 
dinner. This disorder neither hinders my sleeping, 
nor much my walking; yet is thelnost mortifying 
malady I can suffer. I have been just a month in 
town, and have just got rid of it in a fortnight: and, 
when it is on me, I have neither spirits to wjrite, or 
read, or think, or eat. But I drink as much as I 
like; which is a resource you cannot fly to when you 
are ill. And I like it as little as you: but I can bear 
a pint better than you can a spoonful. Yoii were 
very kind m your care for Mr. Whaley*; but, I 

* Mr. Nathaniel Wbaley ; who had ai writ of error depending ' 
in the house of lords, on a judgment which had been given in the 
court of king's bench in England, rfeversing a judgment of the 
court of king's bench in Ireland, in a cause wherein the arch- 
bishop of Armagh and Mr. Whaley were plaintiffs, and the king 
defendant. A doubt arising whether the Mrtk- wii9 not abated, 
having been taken out in the lifetime of king George. L but n<^ 
returnable till after that king's death; their lordships determined 
that it was abated, and therefore reversed the judgment, Feb. 26, 
1728-9.— The followiAg year, however, another writ of error 
was in like manner brought, wherein his majesty king George^ll. 
was made defendant; which .vas heard April :^Q, n30, and 
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hope, you remembered, that DanM* is a damnable 
poet, and consequently a public enemy to mankind. 
But I despise the lords decree, which is a jest upon 
common sense: for what did it signify to the merits 
of the cause, whether George the old, or the young, 
were on the throne? 

No : I intended to pass last winter in Englapd, 
but my health said no: and I did design to live a 
gentleman, and, as San'cho's wife said, to go in my 
coach to court. I know not whether you are in ear- 
nest to come hither in spring : if not, pray God you 
may never be in jest 1 Dr. Delany sludl attend you 
at Chester, and your apartment is ready ; and I 
have a most excellent chaise, and about sixteen 
dozen of the best cider in the world ; and you shall 
command the town and kingdom, and digito mon- 
sirari, &c. And, when I cannot hear, you shall 
have choice of the' best people we can afford, to 
hear you, and nurses enough ; and your apartment 
is on the sunny side. 

The next par^igraph strikes me dumb. You say, 
" I am to blame> if I refuse the opportunity of going 
with my lady Bolingbroke to Aix la Chapelle." I 

detennined likewise in/avour of tile Archbishop and Mr. Wha- 
Jey : very highly to dean Swift's satisfaction ; who had applied 
to his friends on this occasion, as appears by the ^arl of Oxford's 
letter, March 4, 1729-30, printed in this volume ; who telly 
the Dean, ** I obeyed your commands, and did Mr. Whaley all 
the little service I was capable of: it was little enough that was 
in my power, God knows. He comes again before us soon after 
Easter : he seems to be in great hopel^ I wish they may be well 
founded," On the 15th pf July following, his lordship writes, 
" I suppose master Whaley is by this time got safe to his living, 
and enjoying the fruit of his victory, peace and quietness. I 
believe he has enough of law, of lawyers, and of lords, both spi- 
ritual and tcmporaL" N. 

♦ Richard Daniel, dean of Armagh; who, Feb. 9, 1729-30, 
petitioned the house of lords for a speedy hearing of the arch- 
bishop's cause J alleging, '^ he had been detained in England 
** seventeen months, to attend its issue.*' N. o 

VOL. xviir, c 
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must tell you, tbsK a foreign language is mortal to a 
deaf man. I must have good ears to catch up the 
words of so nimble a tongued race as the French, 
having been a dozen years without conversing among 
them. Mr. Gay is a scandal to all lusty young fel- 
lows with healthy countenances; and, I think, he is 
not intemperate in a physical sense. I am told he 
has an asthma, whicii is a disease I commiserate 
more than deafness, because it will not leave a man 
quiet either sleeping or waking. I hope he does 
not intend to print his opera* before it is acted; for 
I defy all your subscriptions to aihount to eight hun- 
dred pounds. And yet, I believe, he lost as much 
more, for want of human. prudence. 

I told you some time ago, that I was dwindled to 
a writer of libels on the lady of the family where I 
lived, and upon myself; bi^t they never went far- 
ther: and my lady Acheson made me give her up all 
the foul copies, and pever gave the fair ones out of 
her hands, or suffered them to be copied. They 
were sometimes shown to intimate friends, to occa- 
sion mirth, and that was all. So that I am vexed at 
your thinking I had any hand in what could come to 
your eyes. I have some confused notion of seeing a 
paper called Sir Ralph the Patriot, but am sure it 
was bad or indifferent; and as to the Lady at Qua- 
drille, I never heard of it. Perhaps it may be the 
same with a paper of verses, called, " The Journal 
of a Dublin Lady,'* which I writ at sir Arthur 
Acheson's ; and, leaving out what concerned the 
family, 1 sent it to be printed in a paper which doc- 
tor Sneridan had engaged in, called " The Intelli- 
gencer," of which he made but sorry work, and 
then dropped it f. But the verses were printed by 
themselves, and most horridly mangled in the pres% 

♦ The second part of the Bfggar'S Qpeia. N. 
t See vol. VIII. p. 2^8. N. . dbyL-OOglc 
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and were very nUdiocrje in themselyes;' bat did well 
enough in the manner I mentioned, of a family jest. 
I do sincerely assure you» that my frequent old dis- 
order, and tHe scene where I am, and the humour I 
am in, and some other reasons which time has 
shown, and will show more if I live, have lowered 
my small talents with a vengeance, and cooled my 
disposition to put them in use. I want only to be 
rich, for I am hard to be pleased f and, for want of 
riches, people grow every day less solicitous to 
please me. Therefore I keep humble comoanv, 
who are happy to come where they can get a £ottie 
of wine without paying for it. 1 gave my vicar a 
supper, and his wife a shilling, to play with me an 
hour at backgammon once a fortnight. To all peo- 
ple of quality, and^ especially of titles, I am not 
within ; or, at least, am deaf a week or two after I 
am well. But, on Sunday evenings, it costs me six 
bottles of wine to people whom I cannot keep out. 
Pray, come , over in April, if it be only to convince 
you that I tell no lies; and the journey will be cer- 
tainly for your .health. Mrs. Brent, my housekeeper, 
famous in print for digging out the great bottle \ 
says, " she will be your nusre;*' ana the best phy- 
sicians we have shall attend you without fees: al- 
though, I believe, you will have no occasion bqt to 
converse with one or two of them, to make them 
proud. Your letter came but last post, and you see 
my punctuality. I am unlucky at every thing I send 
to England. Two . bottles of usquebaugh were 
broken. ,Well, my humble service to my lord 
Bolingbroke, lord^ Bathurst, lord Mashara, and his 
lady my dear friend, and Mr. Pulteney, and the doc- 
tor, and Mr. Lewis, and our sickly friend Gay, and 
my lady Bolingbroke; and very much to Patty t* 

. "f^ Sec ill Vol. X. a poem ou Stella? s birthday, 1792-3. K. 
f Mrs. Martha Blount. N. Digit zed by GooqIc 

c2 "^ 
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who I hope will leam to love- tiie worid les^, before 
the world leaves off to love her. i am much con- 
cerned to hear of my lord Peterborow being ilL I 
am exceedingly his servant; and pray God recover 
his health ! As for your courtier Mrs. Howard^ and 
her mistress, I have nothing to say, but that they 
have neither memory nor manners; else I should' 
have some mark of the former from the latter, which 
I was promised above two years ago: but, since I 
made them a present^, it would be mean^ remind 
them. I am told, poor Mrs. Pope is ill. Pray God 
preserve her to you, or raise you up as useful a 
friend. 

This letter is in • answer to Mr. Ford, whose hand 
I mistook for yours, having not heard from him thi$ 
twelvemonth. Therefore you are not to stare; and 
it must not be lost, for it talks to you only. 

Again, forcive my blunders; tor, reading the let«> 
ter by candlelight, and not dreaming of a letter from 
Mr. Ford, I thought it must be yours, because it 
talks of our friends. 

The letter talks of Gay, and Mr. Whaley, and 
lord Bolingbroke, which made me conclude it must 
be yours: so all the answering part' must go fof 
nothing. 



FROM FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN, ESQ. 

SIR, Marek 10, 1728-9.- 

xOUR time is precious, your curiosity not very 
small, my esteem of you very great; tiierefore come 
not withm the walls of the four courts in hopes of 
hearing a matrimonial decree in this reign; for on 
Monday, (viz.) that is to say, the 10th of this instant 

* t)f some Irish pUids; see Mrs* Howard's Letter. Nov. 8, 

1726. N. Digit zed by COOgK 
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March, 1728, his excellency Thomas Wyndham, 
esq. lord high chancellor of Ireland, pronounced, 
after your back was turned, and not with the assist- 
ance of the two chiefs, his decree in the case of 
Stewart v. §tewart, on A. Powel to this effect : — 
He said there was a full consent till such time as 
the draught of the settlement was sent down to Mrs. 
Stewart, to be considered by her and her friends ; 
and after she had considered it, she shall not be at 
liberty to make any objections; for all restrictions of. 
marriage are odious in the civil law^ and npt favoured 
by the common law, especially after the age of one 
and twenty; therefore marry they may, and let Mr. 
Nutlcy* be a lawyer for Mrs. Rebecca Stewart, the 
plaintiff; to lake care of the settlement for her ad- 
vantage, and let Powcl choose another lawyer for 
himself; thpufh by the by, Mr. Nutley would serve 
for both; ancfit is not necessary to inquire what 
Powel makes by his practice, although he assured 
the mother it amounted to one thousand four hundred 
pounds per annum. 

*' Ovid, ^is true, successfully imparts 
The rules to steal deluded virgins hearts; 
But O! ye fair ones, pious Nutley's skill 
Instructs you to elude, by magic bill. 
The laws of God, and gratify your will." 

You will, I hope, excuse this liberty in one, who, 
to resent the indignity offered to you by Ram's 
coachman t, made him drunk soon after at Gory; 
which so incensed the aforesaid Ram, that he dis- 
charged him his service, and he is now so reduceJ, 
that he has no other way of getting his bread but by 
crying in this city, " Ha' you any dirt to carry 
out?" lam, sir, your sincere friend and humble 
servant, FRANCIS GEOGEGHAN. 

* Mr. Nutley had been a judge in queen Annex's time. t>. S, 
f See the Intelligencer, No. 2. D, S. Dig t zed byL-oogle 
C 3 



} 



13 LETTERS TO AND rROM DR. SWIFT, 



FROM WILLIAM FLOWER, ESQ*. 

SIR, Ashbro^k, March 18, 1728-9. 

^S I have been honoured with ^rae of your let* 
ters, an4 as you are my old acquaintance, though to 
my sorrow not intimately so, I trust you will pardon 
this presumption. Perhaps you may be at a loss to 
guess what title I have to an old acquaintance with 
you; but as several little accidents make indelible 
impressions upon the minds of schoolboys, near 
thirty years ago, when I was one, I remember I. was 
committed to your care from Sheene to London: we 
took water at Mortlake, the commander of the little , 
skiff was very drunk and insolent, put us ashore at 
Hammersmith, yet insisted, with very abusive lan- 
guage, on his fare, which you courageously refused ; 
the mob gathered; I expected to see your gown 
stripped off, and for wank of a blanket to ^e a flight 
with you in it, but 

Turn pUtate gravem ac meriiis si forte vinim quern 
Conspex^re, silentf arrectisque anribus astant : 
Tile regit dictis animos, et pectora mulcet, 

Virg. JEn. I. 155. 

If then some grave and pious man appear. 
They hash their noise, and lend a listening ear; 
He soothes with sober words their angry mood, 
^nd quenches their innate desire of blood. 

Dryden. 

By your powerful eloquence, you saved your bacon 
and money, and we happily proceeded on our jour- 
ney. But it is not an inclination purely to tell yod 
-this old story, which persuades me to write. A 

* Created lord Castlcdurrow, Oct. 27, 1733. N. 
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fi-iend from Dublin lately obliged me with a very 
entertainijag paper, ey^titled^ " The Intelligencer,'* 
it is number 20, a posthumous work of Nestor Iron- 
side ; a correspondent mentioning these papers in a 
letter, raising my curiosity, with the specimen I had 
of them, to read the rest. For my part, 1 have 
buried myself in the country, and know little of the 
■world, but what I learn from newspapers; you, who 
live so much in it, and from other more convincing 
proofs, I ara satisfied are acquainted with the Intel- 
ligencer. I wish his zeal could promote the weU 
fare of his poor country, but I fear his labour is in 
vain. 

The miseries of the North, as represented, de» 
inand the utmost compassu)n9 and aaast soflen the 
malice of the most bitter enemy* I hope they* 
whose interest it is, if they righdy considered it, to 
relieve those miserable wretches^ will redress so 
public a calamity ; to which, if, as I have heard* 
soufte of the clergy, by exacting of tithes, have con* 
triboted, tkey deserve as great censme, as a certain 
dean, who lends several sums without interest to his 
poor parishioners, has g^ned credit and honour by 
his charitable beneficence. Bad men, to be sure^ 
have crept in, and are of that sacred and learned 
ccder;. the blackest of crimes, forgery, treason, and 
blasphemy, recendy prove -this: such should' be 
spewed out of it with utmost contempt, and punished 
according to their demerit with severe justice. If 
this allegatton be true, I hope to see them censured 
by the intelligencer, and recommend to him the 
words of Jereipiah to expatiate upon, chap. x. ver. 
21, chap. xii. ver.. 10, 11. I imagine the poor 
widow, his printer*, is in danger or punishment ; 
she suffered ver^ cruelly for the Drapier^s works; 1 
hope several contributed to ease her misfortunes on 

* Mrs. Harding. Ij^i<§^ ^y Google . 
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that occasion; I confess I am. sorry I did not^ but if 
you will give her a piece of gold^ not in my name I 
beg, being unwilling to vaunt of charity, but as from 
a friend of yours, I shall by the first safe hand send 
one ; in return I expect the Drapier's works entire. 
I am sorry that for the benefit of the ladies, the 
author has not given us the English of 

Motus doceri gaudet l4inzcos 
Matura virgo. 

Not having Creech's Horace, a gentleman prevailed 
on me to attempt translating it in a couple ofdis*- 
tichs ; the science, which the compound English and 
Greek word signifies> little concerns a widower; 
but I should be giad to see it improved by good pro- 
ficients in the lonick ji^. I own, in my little read- 
ing, I never met with this word, which puts me in 
mind of a passage on the Thames'. My younger 
uncle, the grave Mr. Flower, his wife and mme, and 
parson Dingle, one day made the tour of the city: 
we saw Bedlam, the lions, and what not; and finisti* 
ed with a view of that noble engine under London 
Bridge: then we took water for Whitehall; rowed 
very silently to opposite the glasshouse, where a 
dyer, his boat at anchor, was angling; poor Jack un- 
fortunately asked, addressing himself to our water- 
man. What that man was fishing Ibr? The wag an- 
swered very brisk. For , master, will you buy 

any ? You are a man of too much humour not to be 
pleased with the reply. I never can think of it 
without a laugh ; ahd am sure need not describe the 
scene to you. He is since called in our family by 
the name of Jack Fisher. 



d by Google 
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FROM MR, GAY\ 

Fr&m the Duke of 2ueensherrif\ in Burlington 
Gardens, March 18, 1728-9. 

HEAR SIR, 

1 HAVE writ to you several times; and having 
beard nothing from you, makes me fear my letters 
are miscarried, Mr. Pope's letter has taken off my 
concern in some degree; hut 1 hope good Weather 
will entirely re-establish you in yoar health. I am 
but just recovered from fhe severest fit of sickness 
that ever any body had who escaped death, I was 
«veral times given up by the physicians, and every 
body that attended roe; and upon my recovery, was 
judged to be in so ill a condition, that I should be 
miserable for the remainder of my life ; but contrary 
to all expectation, I am perfectly recovered, and have 
no reramnder of the distempers that attacked me, 
which were, at the same time, fever, asthma, and 
pleurisy, I am now in the duke of Queensberiy's 
house, and have been so ever since I left HanAp- 
stead; where I was carried at a time that ?t was 
thought I could not live a day. Since my coming 
to town, I have been very little abroad, the wreather ; 
has becii so severe. - ' 

I must acquaint you, (because I }tnow'it will 
please you) that durmg tny ^sickness I had- mahy of 
the kinddst proofs of friendship, particularly from 
we duke and duchess of Queensberr)' • who,lf I had 
been their nearest relation and nearest friend, could 
not have treated me with more constant attendance 
"Jen; and they continuie the same to ipe now> 

* £ndorsedy ♦♦ See thfe duchess's aiijwer tt the^oyal ,ines- 

to|e." JJ. Digit zed by LjOOgle » 
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You mast undoubtedly have heard, that ttte 
duchess took up my defence with the king and 
queen, in the cause of my play, and that she has been 
forbid the court for interesting herself to increase 
my fortune, by the publication of it without being 
acted. The duke too has given up his employment 
(which he would have done, if the duchess had not 
met with this treatment) upon account of ill usage 
from the ministers; but this hastened him in what 
he bad determined. The play is now almost prints 
ed, with the music, words, and basses, engraved on 
thirty-one copper plates, which, by my friends as- 
sistance, iias a probability to turn greatly to my ad» 
vantage. The duchess of Marlborough has eiven 
me a hundred pounds for one copy ; and others nave 
contributed very handsomely; but, as my account is 
not yet settled, I cannot tell you particulars. 

For writing in the causeof virtue, and against the 
fashionable vices, I am looked upon at present as 
the most obnoxious person almost in England. Mr. 
Pulteney tells mei I have got the start of him. Mr. 
Pope tells me, that I am dead, and that this obnox- 
iousness is the reward for my inofTensiveness in my 
former life. ' I wish I had a book ready to send you: 
but, I believe I shall not be able to complete the 
work till the latter end of the next week. Your 
money is still in lord Bathurst's hand^; but, I be- 
lieve, I shall receive it soon: I wish to receive your 
orders how to dispose of it. I am impatient to finish 
my work, for I want the country air; not that I am 
ill, but to recover my strength; and I cannot leave 
my work till it is firiished. While I am writing this, 
I am in the room next to . our dining room, with 
sheets all around it, and two people from the binder 
folding sheets. I print the book at my own ex- 
pense, in quarto, which is to be sold for six shillings, 
witlithe music. You see I do not want industry; 
and I hope you w)ll allow, that I have not the worst 
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economy. Mrs. Howard has declared herself 
strongly, both to the king and queen, as my advo- 
cate. The duchess of Queensberry is allowed to 
have shown more spirit, more honour, and more 
goodness, than was thought possible in our times; I 
should have added too, more understanding and good 
sense. You see my^ fortune (as I hope my virtue 
will) increases by oppression. I go to no courts ; I 
drink no wine; ana am calumniated even by mini- 
sters of state, and yet am in good spirits. Most of 
the courtiers, though otherwise my friends, refused 
to contribute to my undertaking. But the city and 
the people of England take my part very warmly; 
and, I am. told, the best of the citizens will give me 
proofs of it by their contributions. 

I could talk to you a great deal more, but I am 
afraid I should \Crite too much for you, and for my- 
self. I have not writ so much together since my 
sickness. I cannot omit telling you, that Dr. Ar- 
buthnot'i attendance and care ot me showed him the 
best of friends. Dr. Rollings, though entirely a 
stranger to me, was joined with him, and used me in 
the kindest and most handsome manner. Mr. and 
Mrs. Pulteney were greatly concerned for me, visited 
me, and showed me the strongest proofs of friend- 
ship. When I see you I will tell you of others, as 
of Mr. Pope, Mrs.. Blount, Mr. and Mrs. RoUinson, 
lord and lady Bolingbroke, S^c. I think they are alt 
your friends and wellwishers. I hope you will love 
them the better uport my account; but do not for- 
get Mr. Lewis, nor lord Bathurst, sir William 
Wyndham, and lord Gower, and lord Oxford among 
the number. 

My service to Dr. Delany and Mr. Stopfgrt. 



d> Google 
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TO MR. GAY*. 

DubiinrAfarch\9, 112^-9. . 

1 DENY it. I do write to you according to die 
old stipulation^ for, when you kept your old com- 
pany, when I writ to one, I writ to all. But I am 
jeaay to enter into a new bargain since you are got 
into a new world, and wiH answer all your letiers. 
You are first to present my most humble respects to 
the duchess of Queensberry, and let her know th^t I 
never dine without thinkmg of her, although it be 
with some difficulty that I can obey her When I dine 
with forks that have but two prongs, and when the 
«auce is not very consistent. You must likewise 
tell her grace tha^ she is a general toast among all 
konest folks here, and particularly at the deanery, 
«ven in .the face of my whig subjects. — I Wiill leave 
my money lA lord Bathurst's hands, af)d the n^ianage- 
rnent of it (for want of better) in yours: and praj 
keep the interest money in a bag wrapped up by 
itself, for fear of your own fingers under ^your care- 
lessness. Mr. Pope talks of you as a perfect strark- 
gef; but the different pursuits and manners and in- 
terests of life, as fortune has pleased to dispose them^ 
will never suffer those to live together, who, b<r 
their inclinations ought never to part. I hope when 
you are rich enough, you will have some little eco- 
nomy of your own in town and country, and be able 
to give your friend a pint of port; for the domestic 
season of life will come on. I had never much 
hop^s of your vamped play, although Mr. Pope 
seemed to have,, and although it were ever, so good : 
but you should have done like the parsons, and 

* Found among Mr. Gay's papers, and returned to 0x. Swift 
by the duke of Queensberry and Mr. Pope. P. 
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etiangted your text, I mean yeur title^'and the names 
of the' persons. After all> it was an effect of idle- 
ness,, for you are in the prime of life, when inrention 
and judgment go together.^ I wish you had lOOl. a 
year more for horses— I ride and walk whenever 
good weather invites me> and am repute^ the besi 
walker in this town and five miles mund. I writ 
ktely to Mr. Pope. I wish you had a little village 
in his neighbourhood ; but you are yet too volatile^ 
and any lady with a coach and six faorses^ would 
earry )t>a' to Japan. 



FROM DR, ARBUTHNOT- 

London, March 19, n^S-O". 

1 HIS is the second or third time, dear sir, that I 
have writ to vou without hearing' a word of you, or 
' from you; only, in general, that you are very much 
oat of order; sometimes of your two old complaints^ 
the vertigo and deafness, whicbl am very sorry for* 
The genSeman who carries this has come better off 
than I .did imagine : I used my little interest as far 
as it would go, in his affair. He will be able to give 
you some account of 3rour friends, many of whom 
nave been ia great distress this winter. John Gay,. 
I may say with vanity, owes his life, under God, to 
the unweaned endeavours and care of your humble 
servant : for a physician who had not been passion- 
ately his friend could not h^ve saved him. I had 
beside my personal concern for him, other motives of 
my caie. He is now become a public person, a 
little Sacheverell ; and I took the same pleasure in 
saving him as Radcliife did in preserving my lord 
<^hief justice Holt's wife^ whom he attended out of 
spite to the husband who wished her dead. 

VOt. XVIII. D o 
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The inoiTensive John Gay is now beccHne one of 
the obstructions to the peace of Europe, the terror 
of ministers, the. chief author of the Craftsman, and 
all the seditious pamphlets which have been pub- 
lished against the government. He has got several 
turned ou^ of their places ; the greatest ornament 
of the court banished from it for his sake; another 
great lady in danger of being chass^e lUcewise; 
about seven or eight duchesses pushing forward, like 
the ancient circumqelliones in the cburch, who shall 

> suffer martyrdom upon his account first. He. is the 
darling of the city. If he should travel about the 
country, he would have hecatombs of roasted oxen 
sacrificed to him: since he became so conspicuous 
Will Pulteney hangs his head, to see himself so 
much outdone in the career of glory. I hope he 
will get a good deal of money by printing his play; 
but, I reaily believe, he would get more by showing 
his person : and I can assure you, this is the very 
identical John Gay, whom' you formerly knew, and 
lodged with in Whitehall two years ago. I have 
been diverting myself with making an extract out 
of a history, which will be printed in the year 1948. 
I wish I had your assistance to ga through with it ; 
for I can assure you, it rises to a very solemn piece 
of burlesque. 

' As to the condition of your little club, it is not 
quite so desperate as you might imagine; for Mr. 
Pope is as high in favour, as I am afraid the rest are 
out of it. The king, upon the perusal of the last 
edition of his Dunciad, declared he was* a very 
honest man. I did not know till this moment that 
I had so good an opportunity to send you a letter; 

' and now I know it, I am called away, and obliged 
to end with my best wishes and respects, being 
most sincerely yours, S^c. 
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FROxM A QUAKER IN PHILADELPHIA. 
aUlad, March 29, 1729. 

FRIEKD JONATHAN SWIFT, 

xIaVING been often agreeably amused by thy 
Tale, &c. &c. and being now loading a smaU ship 
for Dubliil, I have sent thee a gammon, the product 
of the wilds of America;, which perhaps may not 
be unacceptable at thy table, since it is only designed 
to let thee know that thy wit and parts are here in 
esteem at this distance from the place of thy resi- 
dence*. Thou needest ask no questions whp tliis 
comes from, since I am a perfect stranger to tnee. . 



FROM LADY JOHNSONf- 

[March 30, 1729.] 
TO THE REV. tHE DEAN OF ST. PaTjlicks. 

HON® «*. . 

I AM a Huckster and Lives in Strand Street & has 
l)ealings v^ith Several fimilys, a saterday Night a 
Case of Ixistrum'entsJ: was sent me in pawn by a 

♦•This is'ii6t tii^ 6nty 'j^/oof <Jf the Dean's fame having ear!y 
extended to-flie'Am«ricafi cMiA«1ent. ' May 20, 1728, he tells 
Mr. Pope,. /*Lii«ve with* gi«it.plea«gis teen the New England 
newsfji^ y^l\\x ^ . Xjo, «^n}es ^ J^^f han Gulliver. And I rCr 
membcf Mr. Fprtiescufi sent ygji 4a apcpunt from the assizes, of 
one Lemuel' 6 tilliver,"who had a'cause there, and Yost it on the 
ill reputatioh^ beitijg aJfaf." K. i 

f Thus endoned by Dr. Swift; ** The best letter 1 ever 
read/' D. S. • i .• '* ' »/ '• -' . -• •• •' ' 

X It is lun uMikely this was a presentjof^xaseof inspiiroents 
from lady Johnson to the doaor. D. S. Digit zed by C^OOgle . 
D 2 
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Certain person in Marys Street, for two Rowls a 
yrint of Butter four Herrings and three Nagins of 
strong Watters, My foster brother who ply's about 
that End of the town tells Me, he wanst saw it in 
your hand« fearing Hawkins's* whip I send it to 
you, and will take an Other Course to gett My Mo- 
ney, so J Remain your Hon" 

Humble Sarv' to Command 
y' 30 MARTHA SHARP. 



JROM THE CHEVALIER RAMSAY. 

siR^ ' London, Jpril 10, 172% 

vJNE of the -greatest pleasures I proposed to my- 
self in a journey to England, was that of seeing 
you at London ; and it is a very sensible raortifica- 
ftion to me to iUid myself disappointed In so agree- 
-able an expectation. It is now many years since I 
had the highest esteem of your genius and vyritings;. 
and when I wgs very young, I iounl in lome of ^ 
vthem certain ideas, that prepared me ibr relishing 
those principles of universal religion, whiieb i have 
since endea voiced to unfold tin Cyjus. ,, I ^,ovAi n^t 
let our common friend Mr. Lesley f go|)back to Ire- 
land, without seizing the opportunity of dckhow^ 
I'edgiug the obliging zeal vqu' have shown to make 
my work esteemed ,'^uca inarks, p.f friei9ds}up.^o 
me i( great deal of honQiic ^ wella^ ple^^ure, find I 
hope I have a thorough ^i^ense of thenl.'' 'As J baive 
much enlarged my book,'i'afa goittj|''tb]»uJbl^i a 
new edition ty subscfi^ti^n^ I hiye^gilsj'erf i hun- 
dred copies of the proposals io^ oi^iiriep^ a,nd flatter 

I : ' , I ■' ; JM ' ' .v' ■••• I' -n-'l). • »• : ' ♦ 

* Hawkins was keeper of Newgate. ©. S. .r .0 
(' f Baa of the. seir«cefid Dr.,(ChaDk»(Le«liejifehf tjinncui iton- 
juror. H. (' .' v ■ o "•• , ; :t . .\ | • ' . . 
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mys^lfp tint tI maiy count upon.llie.conUnuation of 
yoai* fuoadsbipi' I km with' grieat respect, sir, 
your< ttost obliged and most'obedtttnt humble servant, 
•' ■ ^i A.RAMSAY. 



FROM DR: ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAR SIR, -^ ' London y May 8, 1729. 

I HAVE writ three times to Mr. Dean of St. Pa- 
trick's, without receiving so much as an acknowledg- 
ment of the receipt of. iny letters. At the same 
time, I hear of other iettersy which his acquaint- 
ances receive' fix>ih hltn; ' I believ« I should hardly 
have brought. myself to ' have written this, were it 
not to serve you and a friend at the same time. ' 

I recommended one Mr. Mason, son of Mason, 
^ntleman of the queen^s ohapel, a barytone voice, 
for the vacanc]f of a singer in your cathedral. This 
letter was writ frcim Bath last September. The 
same Mason ''^ informs me, that there is another va- 
cancy: therefore I renew my request. I believe you 
will hardly get a better : he has a |Sleasant mellow 
voice, ana has sung several times in the king's cha- 
pel this winter, to the 'satisfaction of the audience. 
i beg at least your answer (o this. Your friends in 
town, such asi I knowi are well. Mr. Pope is happv 
again, in having his mothier recovered. Mr. Gay is 
gone to Scotland with the. duke of Queensberry. 
He has about twenty litwsqits with booksellers for 
pirating his book. The king goes soon to Hanover. 
These are all the news I know. I hope you do not 
imagine I am so little concerned about your health, 
as not to desire to be informed of the state of it from 



* This eentlemaa was provided for by Dr. Swift, N. 
d3 ^ o 
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yoursedf. J hawae^beew loierabiy wttinthls-itvuiter^ I 
liiank God.. Mv4>r^tiicr Robin is hffre;a»(it longs, 
^s. weil as I9 to IsmvrJiow foki do*i^^Vki^miifk^ mj 
Jbest wUhes and respects^ &ota, dear sir, your most 
' faithful humble servant^ 

r,-.^ JO. AR3UTHNOT, 

FROM THE SAME^ 

DEAR SIR, ' ', ' London, J line ^, '1X2^, 

TpHIS is given. yo» tsy Mr. Mason^ whom I beiieve 
yoii will find answer the iiharacter 1 gftve of ;huii* 
Which really was not par|:ial ; <fot I am jxH so roach 
as acquainted with his £itherior hiin«df.. I«xplained 
every. tkJDg to him; according, to tba> tenor of the 
letter which I repeived ^tA you soirie time ago> tod 
fpr which! most heartily thwik you. Le^ him now 
speak for himself. I bave been inc|uifin^ about a 
countertenor; but have, ai yet, no intelligence of 
any. 

I am reailly sensibly touched with the account you 
.give of Ireland. It'i9not:qiuite so bad here, but 
really bad enough : at the same time, we aretold^ 
that we are in great plenty and happiness. 

Your friends, whom you mention in yours, are 
well. Mr. Gay is returned from Scotland, and ha« 
recovered Us strength by his jomrney. Mr* Pope is 
well ; he had got aii injunction in chancery against 
the printers, -who had pirated his Dunciad : it was 
dissolved again, because the printer could not prove 
any property, nor did the author appear. That is 
not Mr. Gay's case ; for he has owned his bi>ok. Mr. 
Pulteney gives you his service. They are all better 
than myself; for I am now so bad of a constant con- 
vul^on in my hearty that I am -likely to expire some- 
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times. We have no news, that I know of. I am 
apt to belieVe, that in 9 little. ^iii^e^ this iQ^LJttpr of the 
.provisionary^aty Will be (in of^ofr. The young man 
waits for jny letter. I shall trouljle- you no more at 
present, 1>ut'r^narS with nij be'sft Wishes, and mc»t 
sioeei^' aiffociMO^;' 'iloar sir; : yout" moit (attbifol hdmfale 
•servant^. M • : >-' ' : ■■ . -J . • ; .1 r •.; ♦ 

...].!.•'• •'./: • 'i iOM'RBOTHNOT.:.. 

My jfairnilyr all send you'their'livfi arid ser^icei * ' 

FROM LADY CATHA1lI!S/£ JONES*:- :'^' 



SIR, Chelsea, June 11, 1729. 

I RECEIVED ijie fai'our of your letter the 22d ©f 
May, and own my oblivion tot '^c« Dean /on the 
infotmatioaof the decay o£ my grahdfether's monuh 
aentf in theeathedralcbufchioilSt Patrick.! /' ' 

Mr* French, the pnjsehfc'recoivepof my fathtr's 
estate, will be, some ttme nelet^motithi in tbatkang- 
(iom, whom I have ordered to wait upon ^.u.for 
your direction in that afiair ;. in whiGh, wbcii he has ' 
informed me of the eitpense, I shall immediately 
^ive directions to have it done^ agreeably to the de- 
sire of the Dean and chapter, as well as the duty du^ 
to the memory of my grandfather, without adding 
farther trouble to Mr. Deah, from his most humble 
and obedient servant} ' 

CATHARINE lONESl 

* Daughter of Richard, fearl of Ranelagh. N. 

f A monument erected to the m^naory of archbishop Jones, 
»nd his son, lord viscount Ranelagh ; of whom see January 8, 
^"^1-12. It was iheu jn a tuihoiis condition; bbt repaired by 
the order of this lady. See another letter, June 15, ItJ^, N. 
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XiiTOQK.n klteriofj-voup from. Pof«U»id> brought 
it to this place, that 1 might answer at iea^ a part 
of. itO /.I begld ;|Qf dfltyt when I shall finish I know 
nptj perhaps. \y.l\^. t^, get hack tO'iny f^nj.. The 
waters I have been persuaded to drink, and' those 
which my friends drigk, keep me fa<Jdled or employ- 
ed all the morning. ~ The afternoons are spent in 
airings QiJ y^'^J ;«h4 T? g<>; Jo bp^ W>fj the 
chicken. 

I •:r:hbr« broa^i/^our:Fi»iick acquaintance *< thus 
-farucQQ "her wly intD her <^n country, and con^ider^ 
ably bettei* in Malth'thanf shewfts wh^nshe Went to 
Arc. I begin toentertainf hopes that she will recover 
9uohi a? degree of health' aa may render bid age sup- 
^portable. Both of ^us'have closed thie tenth lustre, 
and.it is high time to. deterinine how we shall play 
the last^act of the faioe. Might n6t myiife be en- 
titled' much more properly a what-d'ye-call^it than a 
farce ^T? Some comedy,, a great deal of tragedy, and 

' * Lady BoHngbroke, N, « 

f Bolingbroke is reported in a letter to Pouilly. to have said, 
" You,, audi, and Vjopt,' are the,- only three men fit to reign." 
Voltaire, in the Xllth volume of bis letters, denies this anec- 
dote ; and adds, '* J'aime mieux ce que disait 4 ses compagnoiis 
'* la plus fameiise catin de Londres : roes soeurs, Bolingbroke est 
*• declare aujourdhui secretaire d'etat; sept milleguinees de rente, 
** mes sceiirs ; et tout pour nous !*' It appear? by Voltaire's 
Letters, Vol. I. p. 13, that in the year 1722, he was at la Source 
near Qrleans, with lord Bolingbroke ; to whom he communicated 
the first sketches of the Henriade, and received from him the 
highest commendations. Dr. Wa&tok. (^qqqTp 
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the wiiole interspersed with scenes of Harlequin, 
Scaramouch, and Dr« Baioardo, the prototype of 
your hero Oxford. I used to think sometimes for- 
merly of old age and of death ; enough to prepare 
my mind; not enough to anticipate sOrroVv';, to 
dash the joys of youth, and to be all my Cfe a dying. 
1 find the benefit of this practice now, and shall Rnd 
it more as I proceed on my journey ; little regret 
when I look backward, little apprehension when I 
look forward. You complain grievously of your 
situation in Ireland. I could complain ot mihe too 
in England : but I will not, nay, I ought tiot ; for I 
find, by long experience, that I can be unfortunate, 
without being unhappy. I do not approve your 
joining together the figure of living, and the pleasure 
ofgivingyihoagh your old ptatmg friend Montaigne% 
does something like it in one of his rhapsodies : to 
Mi you my reasons «vould be te write an essay, and 
I shall hardly have id me to write a letter ; but, if yon 
will come over and live with Pope and me, I. will 
sho^ you in aA; instant why those two things should 
•not aUer, d€ pdif*, and that forced retreochmentron 
l>Otli may be made, wiiliout making us uneasy. You 
iknoiif ihaC I am/ too expensive, and all mankisnl 
knows, that I havebeeh cruelly plundelned ; and yet 
i feiel mmy nkovdithe power of descending* wiitmnii 
mxiety^ iwe tir At&o stages more. In short,i Mr. 
Dcao, ]£ yi}U will eomi^ to a certain farm in Middle- 
sext» youithaU/fxad that; i can iive frugally witbikut 
frowltngi'at tii£oiiirorrd^ or being peevish with.. those 
whqmJfoirtaf|ie*,hafi^>a(p}ioilitedt0«atimy bread, insfead 
^ ap^ntit^ mef ttx eat Iheirs^. mid yxt I have natu- 
rally. a& l^tle tdiH^sitmnftoril-Qgalii^as aaytman alives. 
Yqu say yon dce^ino phiikispphei;^jaiKilr:^itiiink you ace 

iMW»WJl1l|4r»>|^-tttis,•4dlp^alter^i©S«VftJ^ i -i -^ 

f ^awley., near Hdunslow Heath. N^biio// ilt :n . i .^1 
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in the right to dislike a word which is so often abused ; 
bat I am sure you .like to follow ceason^ Aot custom 
(which is sometimes the reason^ and oftener the ca- 
price of others, of the mob of the world). Now, 
to be sure of doing this, you mustr wear your philo- 
sophical spectacles us constantly as the Spaniards 
used to wear theirs. You must make them part of 
your dress, and sooner part with your broad brimmed 
beaver, your gown, scarf, or even that emblematical 
vestment your surplice. Through this medium you 
will see jew things to be vexed at, few persons to be 
angryat. 

Ostend, Oct. 5. 

And yet there will frequently be things which we 
ought to wish altered,, and persons whom we ought 
to wish hanged. Since I am likely to wait here Tor 
a wind, I shall have leisure to talk with yott more 
than you will like perhaps. If that should be so, 
you will never tell it me grossly ; and my vanity will 
■secure me against taking' a bint. 

In your letter to Pope^ you agree that a regard for 
ame becomes a man more toward his^jrt^, than at 
his entrance into life ; i and yel you confess that the 
longer you live, the more you grow indifferent about 
it. Your sentiment is trucjand natural ; yo»r reason* 
ing, I am afraid, is not so upon dila occasion. * Fru* 
dence will makeusdesirci famei ibeoauseit giJ^s^m 
many real and gretatadxTantages in alL the affairs'^ 
life. Fame is tne- wiGe)man'i;iMaiiU;(liis>end£rare 
his own good, ancf ^' fjood ofitodet^l .^i'^oti^poets 
and orators have: iuverled this; (9rdarl;t>|yotDf90pdse 
^me as tfad end ;wan4 ^ood^ )op at! loas^g^ieaibjafS^Vis 
as. the: means.; rLY/Oiiiigo &fther :. jfifu^teidhl ouFself 
love to antioi|kail»jtlje>tfa|ipbliiaq ovilnoh !w^ suppos^ 
will be paid by posterity to our names y and with 
idle n0tiQnsKof.iJiniitoriti9litjf7yQUi]turvi other beads be- 
side your own't ilmiWafittidithis may ihave done^some 
harm in the world/^ . '^ * _ ^. ' . •• vi*: -; 
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Calais, Oct, 9. 

I go on from this place, ivhither I am conle in 
hopes of getting to sea« yvhich I could not do fioitt; 
the port of Osteqd. 

Fame is an object which men pursue successfully 
by various and even contrary courses. Your doctrine 
leads them ta look on this end as essential, and on 
the means as indifferent; so that Fabricius and 
Crassus, Cato and Caesar, pressed forward to the 
3ame goal. After all, perhaps, it may appear, firom 
a consideration of the depravity of, mankind, that 
you could do no better, nor keep up virtue in the 
world without palling this passion, or this direction 
of self love, into your aicf. Tacitus has. crowded 
this excuse for you, according to his manner, into a 
maxim, Contemptu fames contemni virtutes. But 
now, whether we consider fame as a useful instru- 
ment in all the occurrences of private and public 
life, or whether we consider it as the cause of that 
pleasure which our self love is so fond of, methinks 
our entrance into life, OTj to ^peak more properly^ 
our youth, not our old age, is th,e season when, we- 
ought to desire it most, and therefore when it is 
most becoming to desire it with ardour. If it is use- 
ful it is to be desired most when we have, or may 
hope to have, a long scene of action open before us, 
toward our exit, this scene of action is, or should 
he, closed ; and then methinks it is unbecoming to 
grow fonder of a thing which we have no longer oc- 
casion for. If it is peasant, the sooner we are in 
possession of fame, the longer we shall enjoy this 
pleasure; when it is acquired early in life, it may 
tickle us on till old age; but when it is acquired 
late, the sensation of pleasure will be more faint, 
and mingled with the regret of our not having tasted 
it sooner. 
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irowi »iy /^(flrm, Oct, 5, o. s. 

I am here ; I have seen Fope^ and one of mf 
first inquiries was after you. He tells roe a thing I 
am sorry to hear : you are building, it seems, on a 
piece ot land you have acquired for that purpose, in 
some county of Ireland*. Though I have built in 'a 
part of the world f which I prefer very little to thit 
where you have been thrown and confined by otir 
in fortune and yours, yet I am sorry you do the same 
tkinff. I have repented a thousand times of my re- 
solution ; and I hope you will repent of yours before 
it is executed. Pope tells me he has a letter of yours, 
which I have not seen yet. I shall have that satis- 
faction shortly; and shall be tempted to scribble to 
yoH again, which is another good reason for making: 
this, epistle no longer than it is already. Adieu, 
therefore, my old and worthy friend. May the 
physical eviU of life fall as easily upon you as ever 
tiiey did on any man who lived to be old ! and may 
the moral evils which surround us make as little im- 
pression on you, as they ought to make on one who 
Aas such superior sense to estimate things by, and so 
much virtue to wrap himself up in ! 

My wife desires not to be forgotten by you ; she 

is faithfully your servant, and zealously your admirer. 

SJie will fcie concerned, and disappointed, not to find 

)*ou in this island at her return ; which hope both 

she and I had been made to entertain before I went 

abroad. 

f 

* 111 the county of Arm^, the celebrated s^t cJiUed Di-a- 
pier's Hill. K. 

t Dawley. S«^ p, S3. W. 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

DubUn, Oct. SI, 1729. 

I RECEIVED your lordship's travelling letter of 
several dates, at several stages, and from different 
nations, languages, and religions. Neither could 
any thing be more obliging than your kind remem- 
brance of me in so many places. As to your ten 
lustres, I remember, when I complained in a letter 
to Prior, that I was fifty years old, he was half angry 
in jest, and answered me out of Terence, ista com' 
rnemoratio est quasi exprobrdtio. How then ought I 
to rattle you, when I have a dozen years more to 
answer for, all monastically passed in this country of 
liberty and delight, and money, and good company ! 
I go on answering your letter ; it is you were m^ 
hero, but the other* never was ; yet i^ he were, it 
was your own fault, who taught me to love him, and 
often vindicated him, in the beginning of your mi- 
nistry> from my accusations f. But I granted he had 
the greatest inequalities of any man alive, and his 
whole scene was fifty times more a what-d'ye-call-it, 
thanyouis: for, I cfeclare, yours .was unie\ and L 
wish you would so order it, that the v\rorld may be 
as wise as I upon that article. Mr. Pope wishes it 
too, and I believe there is not « more honest man in . 
England, even without wit. But you regard us not. 
— f was forty-seven years otd when I began to think 
of death j!; and the refiecCliDs upon it now begin 

* I^rd Oxford. H. 

f Tliis it a remarkable sentence; and conveys a depreciating 
idea of Lord Oxford, whom we had imagined Swift preferred to 
^Ikigbroke. H. 

X Thcjfear of Qu«eDiAnne*sdeAthi KBigtzedbyGoogk 
VOL. XVIXX. ft 
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when I wake in the morning, and end when I am 
going to sleep. I writ to Mr. Pope and not to you. 
My birth, although from a family not undistingi^ished 
in its time, is many degrees inferior to yours ; all 
my pretensions from person and parts infinitely so ; 
I a younger son of younger sons * : you born to a 
great fortune : yet I see you with all your advantage?;, 
sunk to a degree that you could never have been 
without them : — But yet I see you as much esteem- 
ed, as much beloved, as much dreaded, and perhaps 
.more (though it be almost impossible) than ever you 
were in your highest exaltation — only I grieve like 
an alderman that you are not so rich. And yet, my 
Jord, I pretend to value money as liltle as you, and 
I will call five hundred witnesses (if you will take 
Irish witnesses) to prove it. I renounce your whole 
philosophy, because it is not your practice. By the 
figure of living, (if I used that expression to Mr. 
Pope) I do not mean the parade, but the suitable- 
ness to your mind ; and as for the pleasure of giving, 
I know your soul suffers when you are debarred of it. 
Could yoj, when your own generosity and contempt 
of outwatd things (be not offended, it is no ecclesi- 
" astical hut an Epictetiaii phrase) could you, when 

* Soon after the publication of Lord Orrery's Remarks, his 
lordship was attacked by two or three writers of Memoirs of Dr. 
Swift ; ill which as each finds matt«r for censure in his predeces- 
sor, so ali of them are open to still further correction. Is it not 
strange, that none of thev should take notice of Swift's incon- 
sistency w-ith himself, in his narrative of his own family ? If in 
the gaemoirs he left, pi^lished by his kinsman, it appears his 

?arents had no other children but a daughier and himself; in his 
.etter to Lord Bolingbroke, he no less expressly says, he was 
** the YOUNGER son of a younger branch of a family not undis- 
" tinguished in its time." Whether it is inaccuracy only in ex- 
pression, that he calls. himself a you/7«r<'r son, because he had a 
sister born before him ; or 'whether he intended among his English 
friends to disclaim his sister, who had offended him in marriage ; 
I leave others to determine. Men of genius, I know, are above 
cgardirig minute mistakes ; th«ir Very failings pass for wiu W» B. 
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these have brought you to it^ come over and h've 
with Mr. Pope and me at the deanery ? I could al- 
most wish the experiment were tried-^-No, God 
furbid» that ever such a scoundrel a$ Want should 
dare to approach you. But, in the mean time, do 
not brag ; retrenchments are not your talent. But 
as old Weymouth said to me in his lordly Latin, 
Philosopha verba, ignava opera ; I wish you could 
learn arithmetic, that three and two make five, and 
will never make more. My philosophical spectacles 
which you advise me to, will tell me that I can live 
on Mty pounds a year (wine excluded^ which my 
bad health forces me to) but I cannot endure 
that otium should be sine digmtate, — My lord, 
what I 'would have said of fame, is meant of 
fame which a man enjoys in his life; because I 
cannot be a great lord, I would acquire what is a 
kind of subisidium, I would endeavour that my bet- 
ters should seek me by the merit of something dis- 
tinguishable, instead of my seeking them. Tiie de- 
sire of enjoying it in aftertimes is owing to the spirit 
and folly ox youth : but with age we learn to know 
the house is so full, that there is no room^for above 
one or two at most in an age, through the whole 
world. My lord, I hate and love to write to you,- 
it gives me pleasure, and kills me with melancholy. 
The d — take stupidity, that it will not come to sup- 
ply the want of philosophy. 



fROM MR. GAY. 

Middleton Stmey, Nov. 9, 1729. 

1 HAVE long known you to be my friend upon 

several occasions, and particularly by your reproofs 

and admonitions. There is ope thing, which you 

£ 2 
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have often put me in mind of, the overrunning you 
with an answer before you had spoken. You find I 
am not a bit the better for it ; for I still write and 
write on, without having a word of an answer. . I 
hav^ heard of you ouce by Mr. Pope: let Mr. Pope 
he^r of you the next time by me. By this way of 
treating me, I mean, by your not letting me kuow 
jthat you remember me, you are very partial to me, I 
should have said, very just to me. You seem to 
think, that I do not want to be put in mind of you, 
which is very true; for I think of you very oflea» 
and as often wish to be with you. X have been in 
Oxfordshire with the duke of Queensberry for these 
three months, and have had very little correspondence 
with any of our friends. I have employed^ny time 
in new writing a damned play, which I wrote several 
years ago, cajled The Wife of Bath *. As it is ap* 
proved or disapproved of by my friends, when I 
come to town, I shall either nave it acted, or let it 
alone, if weak brethren do not take offence at it. 
The ridicule turns upon superstition, and I have 
avoided the very words bribery and corruption. Foil y 
indeed is a word,' that I have ventured to make us^ 
of; but that is a term that never gave fools offenca. 
It is a common- saying, that he is wise that l&nows 
himself. What has happened of late, I think, is a 
proof that it is not limited to the wise. 

My lord Bathurst is still our cashier : when I see 
him, I intend to settle our accounts, and repay my- 
self4.he five ]iliinds out of the two hundred I owe 
you. Next week I believe I shall be in town; not 
at Whitehall, for Ihos^ lodgings were judged not 

♦ This comedy was the Brst he wrote, and was unsuccessfully 
performed at the theatre in Drury lane in th« year 1713. It was 
altered by the author, aud revived several years afier [1799-30] at 
the theatre in Lincoln's inn fields, and condemned a second time, 
although the author's reputation was then at its height from the 
uncommon success of bis Be^^r's 0|)era. H,. 
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convenient for me, and were disposed of. Direct to 
me at the duke of Queensberry's, in Burlington 
gardens, near Piccadilly. You have often twitted 
me in the teeth for hankering after the court. In 
that you mistook me ; for I know by experience that 
there is no dependance that can be sure, but a de- 
pendance upon one's self. I will take care of the 
little fortune I have got. I know you will take this 
resolution kindly, and you see my inclinations will 
make me write to you, whether you will write to me 
or not. I am, dear sir, yours most sincerely and 
most affectionately, 

J. GAY. 

P. S. To the lady I live with, I owe my life and 
fortune: think of her with respect; value and 
esteem her as I do; and never more despise a fork 
with three prongs. I wish too you would not eat 
from the point of your knife*. She has ^o much 
goodness, virtue, and generosity, that if you knew 

" her, you would have a pleasure in obeymg her as 
I do. ' She often wishes she had known you. 



TO A CERTAIN ESQUIRE. 

SIR, Jan. 3, 1729-30. 

oEEING your frank on the <mtsid4%nd your ad- 
dress in the same hand, it was obvious who was the 
writer. And before I opened it, a worthy friend 
being with me, I told hira the contents of the dif- 
ferei\ce between us : That your tithes being general- 
ly worth fiw^ or six pouncls per annum, and by the 
terror of squireship, frighting my agent to take what 
you graciously thought fit to give, you wronged me 

* See the letter of Feb. 15, 1727-8. -5po^l<^ 
£ 3 
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of half my due every year : That having held from 
your father an .island worth three pence a year, which 
I planted and paid two shillings annually for, and 
being out of possession of the said island seven or 
eight years, there could not possibly be above four 
shillings due to you; for which you have thought 
proper to stop three or four years tithe, at your own . 
rate of two pounds five shillings a year (as I remember) 
and still continue to stop it, on pretence that the said 
island was not surrendered to you in form ; although 
you have cut down more plantations of willows and 
abeles, than would purchase a dozen such islands. I 
told my friend, " That this talent of squires prevail- 
*' ed very much formerly in the country : That as to , 
*' yourself, from the badness of your education, 
*' against all my advices and endeavours, and from 
'' the cast of your nature, as well as another circum- 
" stance which I shall not mention, I expected no- 
** thing from you that became a gentleman : That 
*' I had expostulated this scurvy matter very gently 
*' with you : That I conceivecf this letter was an 
*' answer : That from the prerogative of a good estate, 
*' however gotten, and the practice of lording over a 
" few Irish wretches, and from the natural want of 
*' better thinking, I was sure your answer would be 
*' extremely rude and stupid, full of very bald Ian- 
*' guage in all senses : .That a bear in a wilderness 
** will as soon fix on a philosopher as on a cottager ; 
*' and a man wholly void of education, judgment, or 
^* distinction of persons, has no regard, in his inso- 
** lence, but to the passion of fear : and how heartily 
*' I wished, that to make you show your humility, 
** your quarrel had rather been with a captain ijrf 
*' dragoons, than the Dean of St. Patrick's." 

All this happened before my opening your letter ; 
which beiiig read, my friend told me, " I was an 
*' ill guesser } that you affirmed you despised me only 
*' as a clergyman, oy your own confession; and that 
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" you iia() reason, becau^ clergymen preleod to 
** learnings wherein you yalae youfs^lf »9 what you 
" »ro an utter &tmnger to,'* 

I took some pains in providing and advising about 
your efiucitlion ; .blitAsim^e yoU nave made so ill use 
oi' my f nies^ I i^aanot deny, that according to your 
own priiicipie$« your us^ge of ,u»e is just. You are 
whoiiy out of my danger ; the weapims I u.se will do 
you no hurt; and to that whiph would keep nicer 
men in awe, yo^ ^re inseAsible. A needle. against a 
stone wall can mal^e no liiifMtession. Your faculty 
lies in making bargains \ «ttck to that- Leave your 
children a better estate than your falhef left you ; as 
he kft you much more than your grandfather left 
him. Your father and you are much wiser than I, 
who gave among you nfty years purchase for land, 
for which I am not to «ee one farthing. This was 
intended as an encouragement to a clergyman 4o re- 
side, among you whenever 9ay of your posterity shall 
be able to distinguish a man from a beast. One 
thing I desire you will be set right in : I do not de- 
spise all squires. It is true, I despise the bulk pf 
them. But pray take notice, that a squire must 
have some merit befpre I shall honour iiim with my 
contempt ; for I do not despise a ^y, a maggoty or 
a mite. 

If you send me an answer to Him, I shall not read 
it, but open it before, company, and in their pre- 
sence burn it ; for no otliier reason but the detesta*- 
tion of bad spelling, no grammar, and that^pertness 
which proceeds from ignorance and an invincible 
want of taste. 

I have ordered a copy of this letter to be taken, 
with an intention to print it, as a mark of my esteem 
for you; which, however, perhaps I shall not pur* 
sue: for I could willingly excuse our two names from 
standing in the same paper, since I am confident you 
have as little desire (^fam^as J have to give it you. 
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I wish many happy new years to you and yoar fa- 
mily ; and am, with truth. 

Your friend and humble servant. 

Let me add something serious: That, as it is held an 
imprudent thing to provoke valour; so, I confess, 
it was impruoent m me to provoke rudeness: 
which, as it was my own standing rule never to do, 
except in cases where I had power to punish it, so 
my error proceeded from a better opinion of you 
than you have thought fit to make good: for, 
with every fault in your nature, your education, 
and your understanding, I never imagined you so 
utterly devoid of knowing some little distinction 
between persons. 



FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR DEAN, Feh 12, 1729-30. 

I HAVE this moment received a letter from you ; 
but it is the first I can call a letter : the other scraps 
were only to direct me to convey your correspondence 
to others, and I thought I answered them best by 
obeying you» demands. But now you have deigned 
to sendme one in form, with a proper beginning and 
ending* I wiU not wait even for a postday ; but I 
have taken pen and ink immediately to tell you, how 
much I think myself obliged to you, and how sin- 
cerely I am ■■ 

Well, I might end here, if! would ; but I cannot 
part with you so soon; and I must let you know, 
that as to your money affairs, though I have paid off 
John Gay, I still keep your two hundred pounds, for 
which I have ^iven him a note. I have paid him 
intjsrest to this time for it, which he must account to 
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joa for. Now you most imagine, that a man who 
has nine children to feed, can not long afford alienos 
pascere nmnmos; but I have four or five, that are verv 
fit for the table*. I only wait for the lord mayor s 
day to dispose of the largest; and I shall be sure of 
getting off the youngest* whenever a certain great 
man f makes another entertainment at Chelsea. Now 
you see, though I am your debtor, I am not without 
my proper ways and means to raise a supply answer-r 
able to your demand. I must own to you, that I 
should not have thought of this method of raising 
money, but that you seemed to point it out to me. 
For, just at the time that scheme came out, which 
pretended to be calculated only for Ireland, you 
gave me a hint in one of the envelopes [AitgHch 
covers] that you wished I might provide for my nu- 
merous family; and in this kst you harp ypon the 
same string. I did immediately propose it to lady 
Bathurst, as your advice, particularly for her last boy,, 
which was born the plumpest^ finest thing, that could 
be seen; but she £dl in a passion, and bid me send 
youiword, that she wotild not follow your direction, 
but that she would breed him up to be a^ parson, and 
he-should live upon the fat of the land ; or a lawyer, 
and then, instead of being eat himself, he should 
devour others. You know women in passion never 
mind what they say ; but, as she is a very reasonable 
woman, I have almost brought her over now to your 
opinion ; and having convinced her, that as matters 
stoed, we could not possibly maintain all the nine, 

* This alludes to a tract of the Dean's, entitled, " A modes^ 
Proposal for pifeveniing the Children of poor People in Ireland 
from being a Burden to their Parests or Country, gnd for raaiung 
them beneficial to the Public." The Deai^ bud proposed many 
useful schemes, which having been neglected, he satirically and 
humorously proposed to fatten and eat the children of the poor^ 
as the only remaining expedient to prevent misery to themselves, 
and render them of some benefit to the publick. H. 

t Sir Robert Walpulp. B« . ed by Google 
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she doe;; begin to think it reasonabk the youngest 
should raise fortunes for the eldest : and upon that 
foot a man may perform family duty with more cou- 
rage and zeal; for, if he should hsippen to get twins, 
the selling oC one might provide for the other. Or 
if, by any accident, while his wife lies in with one 
child, he should get a second upon the body of 
another woman, he mifht dispose of the fattest of 
the two, and that woula help to breed up the other. 
The more I think upon this scheme, the more rea- 
sonable it appears to me; and it ought by no means 
to be confined to Ireland ; for, in all probability we 
shall, in a very little time, be altogether as poor here 
as you are there. I believe indeed we shall carry it 
farther, and not confine our luxury only to the eating 
of children; fori happened to peep the other day 
into a large assembly* not fitr from Westminstec^ 
hall, and I found them roasting a great &t fellow f. 
For my own part, I had not the least inclination to 
a slice of him; but, if I guessed right, four in five 
of the company had a devilish mind to be at him. 
Well, adieu, you be^in now to wish I had ended^ 
when I might have done it so conveniently. 



ADVERTISEMENT BY DR. SWIFT, 

IN HIS DEFENCE AGAINST JOSHVA, LORD ALLEN. 

Feb, 18, 1729. 

" Whereas, Dr. Jonathan Swift, Dean of St. 
'* Patrick's, Dublin, hath been credibly informed, that 
/' on Friday, the 1 3th of this instant February, a cer- 
" tain perspn did, in a public place, and in the hear- 
** ing of a great number, apply himself to the right 

# The parliament. B, f Si| Robert Ayalpolc. B. 
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" honourable the lord mavor of this city, and some 
" of his brethren, in the tollowing reproachful man- 
" ner : * My lord, you and your city can squander 
"away the public money, in giving a gold box to a 
" fellow who has libelleci the government!' or words 
" to that effect. Now, if the said words, or words 
'' to the like effect, were intended against him the 
" said Dean, and as a reflection on the right hon. 
'' the lord mayor, aldef men, and commons, for the 
*' decreeing unanimously, and in full assembly, the 
" freedom of this city to the said Dean, in an ho- 
'* nourable manner, on account of an opinion they 
" had conceived of some services done by him the 
'' said Deaii to this city, and to the kingdom in ge- 
" neraU The said Dean doth declare, that the said 
" words, or words to the like effect, are insolent, 
*' false, scandalous, malicious, and in a particular 
" manner perfidious: the said person, who is re- 
** ported to have spoken the said or the like words, 
" having for some year past, and even within some 
" few days, professed a great friendship for the said 
"Dean; and, what is hardly credible, sending a 
" common friend of the Dean and himself, not many 
" hours after the said or the like words had been 
'^ spoken^ to renew his profession of friendship to the 
" said Dean, but concealing the oratory, whereof the 
" Dean had no account till the following day, and 
" then told it to all his friends." 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, London, March 3, 1729-30. 

1 FIND you are determined not to write to me, ac- 
cording to our old stipulation. Had I not been 
^very post for some time in expectation to have 
keard from you, I should have writ to you before, 



J 
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to have let you know the present state of your af- 
hits, for I would not have you think me capable of 
neglecting yours, whatever your think . of me as to 
my own. I have received 2 1 1. 1 3s. 4d. interest from 
lord Bathurst for your fiOOl. from Oct. 1727 to 
Christmas 1729, being two .years and two months, 
at 5 per cent.^ Lord Bathurst gave me a note for 
your 2obl. again^ and to allow interest for the same, 
dated Jan. 15, 1729-30. If you would have me dis'* 
pose of your money any other way, I shall obey your 
orders. Let me know what I shall do with the in- 
terest monej I have received. What I have done 
for you, I did for myself, which will be always the 
way of my transacting any thing for you. My oki - 
vamped play got me no money ; for it had no suc- 
cess. I am going very soon into Wiltshire with the 
duke of Queensberry, with intention to stay there 
till the winter. Since I had that severe fit of sick- 
ness, I find my health requires it ; for I cannot bear 
the town as I could formerly. I hope another sum- 
n^er's air, and exercise, will reinstate me. I con- 
tinue to drink nothing but water, so that you cannot 
require any poetry from me. I have been, very sel- 
dom abroad since I came to town, and not once at 
eourt. This is no restraint upon me, for ( am grown 
old enough to wish for retirement. I saw Mr. Pope, 
a day or two ago, in good spirits, and with good 
wishes for you; for we always talk of you; the Doe- 
tor^ does the same. I have left off all great folk 
but our own family, perhaps you will think all great 
folks little enough to leave off us, in our present situ* 
ation. I do not hate the world, but I laugh at it ; 
for none but fools can be in earnest about a trifle. I 
am,~dear sir, yours most affectionately. 

Direct far me at the duchess of Queensberry's, in 
• Burlington gardens f. 

♦ Dr. AfbuAnot. N. 

t Endoried. " Attsif«r«d M*ch 1.? N. 
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FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

Dover Street , March 4, 1729-30. 

GOOD MR. DEAV> 

' is now above a whole year and six months since 
I have had the favour and pleasure of a line from 
your own self, and I have not troubled you with one 
firom myself; the answer that you would naturally 
make is very obvious^ Why do you then trouble me 
now ? I reply, it is to join with my friend Mr. Pope 
in recommending the person concerned in the en- 
closed proposal to your favour and protection^ and 
to entreat that you would be so good as, to promote 
his interest. I have not sent you any of his receipts ; 
but will when^ou please to let me know what num- 
ber you can dispose of: I believe that your bishops 
have more iearning, at least would be thought to 
have more, than our bench here can pretend to ; so 
I hope they will all subscribe. The person con- 
cerned is a worthy honest man ; and, by this work 
of his, he is in hopes to get firee of the lOad which 
has hung upon him some years : this debt of his is 
not owing to any folly or extravagance of his, but to 
the calamity of his house being twice burnt, which 
he was obliged to rebuild; and having but small 
preferment in the church, and a large family of 
children, he has not been able to extricate himself 
out of the difficulties these accidents have brought 
upon him. Three sons he has bred up well at 
Westminster, and they are excellent scholars: the 
eldest has been one of the ushers in Westminster 
school since the year 1714. 

He is a man in years, yet hearty and able to study 
many hours in a day. This, in short, is the case of 
an honest, poor, worthy clergyman ; arid I hope you 
will take him under your protection. I cannot pre- 

VOL. xviir. F 
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tend that my recommendation should have any weight 
with you, but as it is joined to and under the wing of 
Mr. Pope. 

I took hold of this opportunity to write to you, io 
let you know you had such an humble servant in 
being that often remembers you, and wishes to see 
you in this island. My family, I thank God, is 
well: my daughter had, last summer, the small-pox 
really, and in the natural way, and she is not marked 
at all. My wife and daughter desire that you will 
accept of their humble services, and say that they 
want much to see you. 

I obeyed your commands, and did Mr. Whalley 
all the little service I was capable of: it was little 
enough that was in my power, God knows. He 
comes again before us soon after Easter: he seems 
to be in great hopes^ I wish they may be well 
founded. 

I think it is now time to releafse yoii, which I will 
not do until I have told you^ I may say repeat to 
you, that I have a house for you, or houseroom, 
come when you please, provided you come soon, f 
km, with true respect and esteem, your most obliged 
and most humble servant, 

OXFORD. 

Your lord lieutenant would do well to encourage 
Ibis poor man ; he deserves it better than Bulkeley. 



FROM MR. GAY. 
DEAR SIR, March 31, l/SO. 

I EXPECT, in about a fortnighf, to set out for 
Wiltshire, and am as impatient as you seem to be 
to have me to get gn horseback. / thought prop-r 
to give you this intelligence, because Mr. iewi; 
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wW me kst Sunday, that he was in a day or two^to 
set out for the Bath ; so that very soon you are 
likely to have neither of your cashiers in town. 
Ccmtinne to direct for me at this house : the letters 
will be sent to me, wherever I am. My ambition, 
at present^ is levelled to the same point that you di- 
rect roe to; for I am every day building viilakins, 
•Ad have given over that ot castles. If I were to 
[udertake it in my present circumstance, I should, 
m the most thrifty scheme, soon be straitened ; and 
I hate to be in debt; for I cannot bear to pawn five 
pounds worth of my liberty to a tailor or a butcher. 
I grant you, this is not having the true spirit of mo- 
<lwB nobility ; but it is hard to cure the prej^dice of 
education. I have made your compliments to Mr. 
Pultcney, who i^ very much your humble servant. 
I have not seen the doctor, and am not likely to see 
his Rouen brother very soon ; for he is gone to > 
China. Mr. Pope told me, he had acquainted the 
<loctor with the misfortune of the sour hennitaget 
My lord Oxford told me, he at present could match 
J<Hirs, and from the same person. The doctor was 
touched with your disappointment, and has promised 
to represent this affair to his brother, at bis return 
from China. I assure you too, for all your gibes, 
that I wish you heartily good wine, though I can 
<irink none myself. When lord Bolingbroke is in 
town, he lodges at Mr. Chetwynd's-, in Dover street. 
I do not know how to direct to him in the country. 
I have been extremely taken up of late in settling a 
steward's account. I am endeavouring to do all the 
justice and service I can for a friend; so I am sure 
you will think I'am well employed. Upon this oc- 
casion, I now and then have seeiv Jp. Taylor, who . 
says he has a demand upon you for rent, you hav- 
ing taken his house in the country, and he being 
determined not to let it to any body else : and he 
thinks it but reasonable, that you should cither come 
F 2 
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and live in it, or pay your rent« I neither ride not 
walk; but I design to do both this month and to be* 
come a laudable practitioner. 

. The duchess wishes she had seen yoir^ and Jthinks 
you wi9re in the wrong to hide yourself and pee^ 
through the window, that day. she came to Mfi 
Pope's. The duke too is obliged to you for yotir 
good opinion, and is your humble servant. If £ 
were to write, I am afraid I should again incur th« 
displeasure of my superiors. I cannot for my life 
' think so well of them as they themselves think thej 
deserve. If you have a very great mind to please 
the duchess, and at the same time to please me, I 
wish you would write a letter to her, to send toiler 
brother, lord Cornbury, to advise him In his travels; 
for, »be says, she would take your advice rath^^tban 
mine; and she remembers, that you tM her in the 

?ark, that ;^ou loved and honoured her family, 
ou always insisted upon a lady's making hdvaaces 
to you; I do not know whether you wiu think this 
declaration sufficient. Then too, when you wca^e in 
England, she writ a letter to you, and I bave beeu 
often blamed sinc6 for not delivering it. 

The day the pension bill was thrown out of the 
bouse of lords, loi-d Bathurst q>oke with great ap* 
plause. I have not time to go to Mr. Pope's: in H 
day or two very probably I shall see him, and ac* 
quaint him abcSut the usquebaugh. I will not em- 
beaszle your interest money ; though, by looking 
upon accounts, I see hew money may be embez2ledl 
As to my being ^ga^d in an afl^ir of this kind, I 
say nothing for myself, but that I will do all i cant 
for the rest I teave Jo. Taylor to speak for me.^ To- 
. day I dine with alderman Barber, the present shertlf^ 
who holds his feast in the city. Eioes not Chartres's 
misfortunes * grieve you ? For that great man is likely 

* He was condemned at the Old ^aitey, Feb. 27, 1729-30, 
for a nper B. o 
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io S3ve his life^ and lose some of his money. A 
very hard case 1 

F. S. I am just now come from the alderman's feast, 
who had a very fihe dinner^ and a very fine ap- 
pearance of company. 

The post is just going away. 



TO LADY WOJISLEY*. 
MADAM, Jpril 19, 1730. 

My lady Carteret (if you know such a lady) com- 
mands me Jtp pursue my own inclination ; which is, 
to honour myself with writing y(M a letter ; and 
tliereby endeavouring to preserve myself in your me- 
mory, in spite of an acquaintance of more years 
than, in regard to my own reputation as a young gen- 
tleman, I care to recollect. J forget whether I had 
not some reasons to be angi-y with your ladyship, 
when I was last in £t>gland. I hope to see you very 
soon the youngest great grandmother in Europe : 
and fifteen years hence (which I shall have nothing 
to do with) you will be at the amusement of " Rise 
Dp, daughter, &c." You are to answer this letter ; 
and to inform me of your health and humour; and 
whether you like your daughter better or worse, 
after having so long conversed with the Irish world, 
and so little with me. Tell me what are your 
amusements at present ; cards, court, books, visit- 
ing, or fondling (I humbly beg your ladyship's par- 
• don, but it is between ourselves) your grandchild 

* Frances, lady Worsley, only daughter of Thomas,' lord vis- 
count Weymouth, was the lady of sir Robert Worsley, bart. and 
mother to Frances, lady Carteret. She is frequently mcntioaBd 
with great respect by Dr. Swift. N. 
^ f3 
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dren ? My lady Carieroi has been the best queen 
we have known ^n Ireland these many y^ars ; yet h 
she mortally hated by all the young girls^ because 
(and it is yoUr fault) she is handsomer thsui all of 
them together. Pray, do not insult poor Ireland on 
this occasion ; for it would have been exactly the 
same thing in London. And therefore I shall ad- 
vise the king, when I go next to England, to send 
no more of her sort (it such another can be found) 
for fear of turning all his loyal female subjects here 
against him. 

' How is our old friend Mrs. Barton * ? (I forget 
her new name.) I saw her three vcars ago, at 
court, almost dwindled to an echo, ana hardly knew 
her ; while your eyes dazzled me as much as when 
I first met them ; which, considering myself, h a 
greater compliment than you are aware of. I wish 
you may have grace to find it. 
' My lady Carteret has made me a present, which 
I take to be malicious, with a design to stand in 
your place. Therefore I would have you to pro- 
vide against it by another, and something of your 
own work, as hers is. For you know 1 always ex- 
pect advances and presents from ladies. Neither 
was I ever deceived in this last article by any of 
your sex but the queen, whom I taxed threfe years, 
ago with a present of ten pounds value. Upon tak- 
ing my leave, she said, '* She intended a medal 
** for me, but it was not finished.*' I afterward 

* This lady, tKe widow of colonel Barton, and niece lo sfr 
Isaac Newton, was a difituiguished beauty, and n celebrated in 
three different poems ui the ^th volume of Drydeft's Miscellanies. 
In her widowhood, she was entertained by lord Halifax, who' was 
very liberal to her at his death. She afterwards married Mr. 
Conduitt, who succeeded to sir Isaac Newton's office in the mint ; 
and by this latter match had a daughter, who was married to lord 
Lempster. The dean's friendship with this lady appears through- 
out the journal to Stella { and is acknowledged by Mrs. Conduitt^ 
in a letter printed in Vol. XIX. dated Nov. 29, 1733. N. 
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sent her, on her own comroands^ about five wnd 
thirty pounds worth of silk^ for herself and the 
princesses ; but never received the roedjkl to this 
day. Therefore, I will trust your sex no more. 
Yott are to present my most humble service to my 
old friend sir Robert Worsiey. I hc^ . ,my friend 
Harry is weii> and fattening in the sun, and conti- 
nuing a bachelor, to enrich the poor Worsiey fa« 
xnily. 

I command you to believe me to be, with the 
greatest truth ahd respect, &c. 



FROJVI LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR D£AK, JutK 30, 17S0. 

1 RECEIVED a letter from you some time ago 
which gave me infinite pleasure ; and I was goinc 
to return you an answer immediately : but wh^il 
sat down to write, . I found my thoughts rolled upoa 
the trifles, which fill the scene of lite in that busy» 
senseless place, where I then was ^; and though I 
had nothing to do tiiere, at least nothing worth do- 
ing, and time lay upon my hands, I was resolved to 
defer writing to you, till I could clear my head from 
that rubbish which every one must contract in that 
place. I cannot but fancy, if otie of our heads 
were dissected afler passing a winter's campaign 
there, it would appear just like a pamphlet shop : 
you would see a collection of treaties, a bundle of 
farces, a parcel of encomiums, another of satires, 
speeches, novels, sermons, bawdy songs, addresses, 
epigram s^ proclamations, poems, divinity-lectures^ 



^ London. K* 
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quack bills^ historical acx:oanU, fables, and God 
knows w hat. 

The moment I got down here, I found mys/df 
quite clear from all those affairs : but really, . the 
hurry of business which came upon roe after a state 
of idleness for six months, must excuse me to you. 
Here I am absolute monarch 4>f a circle. of above a 
mile round, at least one hundred acres of ground^ 
which (to speak in the style of one of your country- 
men) is very populous in cattle, fish, and ibwl. 

To enjoy this power, which I relish extremely, 
and regulate this dominion, which I prefer to any 
other, has taken up my time from morning to nigiiL 
There are Yahoos in the neighbourhood ; but hav- 
ing read in history, that the southern part of Britain 
was long defended against the Picts by a wall, I 
have fortified my territories all round. That wise 
pe.opIe,lhe Chinese, you know, did the same thing 
to defend themselves against the Tartars. Now I 
think of it, as this letter is to be sent to you, it will 
certainly be opened ; and I shall have some obser- 
vations made upon it, because I am within three 
miles of a certain castle. Therefore, I do herebr 
declare, that nothing herein contained shall extencC 
or be construed to extend, so far : and farthermore. 
I think myself in honour bound to acknowledge, 
that under our present just and prudent ministry, I 
do not fear the least molestation from that quarter. 
Neither are the fortifications aforementioned in any 
wise designed to keep them out ; for I am well sa- 
tisfied they can break through much stronger fences 
than these, if they should liave a mind to it. Ob- 
serve how naturally power and doiiltnion arc at-* 
tended with fear and precaution. When lam in 
the herd, I have as little of it about me as an^ body ; 
but now that I am in the midst of my own domi- 
nions, I think of nothing but preserving them, and 
grow fearful le^t a certain great mj^ti sliouid take a 
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&iT]cy to them, and transport them into Norfolk *, to 
place them as an island in one of his new-made fish- 
. ponds. Or, if jou take this for too proud a thought, 
I will only suppose it to be hung out under a great 
bow window. 

In either case I must confess to you, that I do not 
like it. In the first place, I am not sure his new* 
made ground may hold good : in the latter case, I 
feave some reason to doubt the foandations of his 
^use are not so solid as he may imagine. Now, 
therefore, I am not so much in the wrong as you 
may conceive, to desire that my territory may re- 
main where it is : for, though I know ycu could 
wge many arguments to show the advantages I 
might reap by being so near him, yet I hold it as a 
maxim, that he who is contented with what he h^s, 
ought not to risk that, even though he should have a 
chance to augment it in any proportion. I learned 
this from our friend Erasmus; and the corrupt no- 
tions, that money is power, and therefore every 
man ought lo get as much as he can, in order to 
create more power to himself, have no weight with 
me. 

But nov^f, to begin my letter to yon, I hfeve re- 
ceived four bottles of usquebiaugh, and sent three of 
♦hem to Mr. Pope ; so that I have detained only one 
for myself? I do not believe, such an ihstance of 
honesty, punctuality, disinterestedness, and self-de- 
nial, can oe given in this age. The whole being in 
njy power, I have withheld but the quarter part. 
I expect, if ever I come to be a great man, you will 
write a vindication of me, whether I am aspersed or 
not. Till then, I remain your most faithful and 
most obedient servant. 

* To Hougbton, the seat of sir Robert Walpole. B. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Ameshury, July 4, 1 7 30, 

. JL OU tell roe, that I have put myself out of the 
way of all my old acquaintance, so that unless I 
hear from you, I can know nothing of you. Is it 
not barbarous then to leave me so long without 
writing one word to me ? If you will not write to 
me for my sake^ me thinks you might write for your 
own. . How do you know what is become of your 
money ? If you had drawn upon me when I ex- 
pected it, you might have had your money, for I 
was then in town ; but I am now at Amesbury, at 
the duke of Queensberry's. The duchess sends 
you her services. I wish you w^re here : I fancy 
you would like her and the place. You might 
fancy yourself at home ; for we have a cathc^dral 
near us, where you might .find a bishop of tlie same 
name *. You might ride upon the downs, and write 
conjectures upon Stonehenge. We are but five 
and twenty miles from the Bath ; and Iwas told this 
very evening by General Dormer, (who is here) 
that he heard somewhere or other, that you had 
some intentions of coming there the latter season. 
I wish any thing would bring us together, but your 
want of health. I have left off wine and writing ; 
for I really think, that man must be a bold writer, 
•who trusts to wit without it 1 took your advice ; 
.and some time ago took to love, and made some ad- 
^vances to the lady you sent me to in Soho, but I 
^met no return ; so I have given up all thoughts of 
it, and have now no pursuit or amusement. A state 

* l>r. Benjamin Hoadly, bishop of Sallsbuty, 'whose brother. 
Dr. John Hoadly, succeeded archbishop King in the see of Dub* 

lin, January 19, 1729-30. B. . . ^ 
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of indolence is what I do not like ; it is what I 
would not choose. I am not thinking of a court, 
or preferment ; for I think the lady I live with is 
my friend, so that I am at the height of my ambi« 
tion. You have often told me^ there is a time of life^ 
that everyone wishes for some settlement of his own. 
I have frequently that feeling about me, but I fancy 
it. will hardly ever be my lot; so that I will endea- 
vour to pass away life as agreeably as I can, in the 
way I am, I often wish to be with you, or you 
with me ; and I believe you think I say true. I am 
determined to write to you, though those dirty fel- 
lows of the post-office do read my Tetters : for, since 
I saw you, I am grown qf that consequence to be 
obnoxious to the men I despise; so that it is very 
probable in their hearts they think me an honest 
roan. I have heard from Mr. Pope but once since I 
left London : I was sorry I saw him so seldom, but 
I had business, that kept me from him. I oflen 
wish we were together again. If you will not write, 
come. I am, dear sir, yours most sincerely and ii* 
fectionately. 



FROM THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

REV. SIR, Dover Street, July 1 5, 1730. 

iVi.R. Clayton telling me he was going for Ireland, 
I could not forbear sending you a few lines by him, 
although I may punish you ; yet it is sp great a plea- 
sure to me to think of you, and to converse with 
you even in this manner, that I must expect you 
will be so good as to forgive the trouble this gives 

I do not know what notions you entertain of us 
here; I fear and believe you are in a very bad way: 
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this IS my thought, that devoured we certainly shall 
be ; but only this will be the difference, we shall 
have that great favour and instance of mercy, that 
we shall have the honour to follow you, and be the 
last de^^oated) and though this is so plain, and that 
demonstrable, yet we have so many unthinking, un- 
accountable puppies among us, that to them every 
thing seems to go well as it should do ; and are so 
pleased with this. thought, or rather do not think at 
all, that it is in vain to say any thing to them. 
This is a very disagreeable subject,' and f will there- 
' fore leave it. 

My wife is, I thank God, pretty well : her sto- 
mach is rather better than it was ; Peggy is very 
well : both desire you will accept of their humble 
service. You mention your law affairs: I know so 
much of that sort of people called lawyers; that I 
pity most heartily any one that is obligee! to be con- 
cerned with them : if you are not already, I hope 
3rou will be soon safe out of their hands. 

I suppose master Whalcy is, by this time, got safe 
to his living, and enjoying the fruit of his victory, 

Kace and quietness. I believe he has enough of 
V, of lawyers, and of lords both spiritual and 
^ temporal. 1 hope he is well: if you see him, my 
service to him. 

I wish you would come over here, that we might 
have th^ pleasure of seeing you. Why should you 
not pass tne winter her^ ? I should think it would 
be more agreeable to you than where you are. 

Lord' Bath urst has had a fever; but he is now 
well again. Pope I saw yesterday : he is pretty 
. well. I am, with true respect and esteem, sir. 
Your most affectionate humble servant, 

OXFORD. 
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FROM LORD BATHURST. 

DEAR SIR, Circnccsiir, Sept, 9, 1730. 

Y OU have taken: all the precaution, which a rca* 
sonable tnan could possible take, to break off an 
impertinent correspondence, and yet it wili not do. 
One must be more stupid than a Dutch burgomaster, 
not to see through the design of the last letter. " I 
" show all your letters to our Irish wits. One of 
" them is goin^ to write a treatise of English bull» 
" and blunders?* And for farther security, you add 
at last, " I am going to take a progress, God knows 
" where, and shall not be back again, God know» 
" when.* I have given you a reasonable breathing 
time ; and now, I must at you again. I receive so 
much pleasure in reading your letters, that, accord- 
ing to the usual good nature and justice of mankindj 
I can dispense with the trouble I give you in reading 
mine. But if you grow obstinate, and would not 
answer, I will plague and pester you, and do all 1 
can to vex you. I will. take your works to pieces, 
and show you, that they are all borrowed or stolen* 
Have not you stolen the sweetness of your numbers 
from Drycfen and Waller ? Have not you borrowed 
thoughts from Virgil and Horace ? At least, I am 
sure I have seen something like them in those books. 
As to your prose writings, which they make such a 
noise about, they ar$ only some little improvements 
upon the homour you havfe stolen from Miguel de ' 
Cervantes and Rabelais. Well, but the style — a 
great inatter indeed, for an Englishman to value him- 
self upon, that he can write English : why, I write 
English too, but it is in another style. 

But I would not forget your political tracts. You 
may say, that you have ventured your ears at one 
time, and your neck at another, for the good of your 

VOL. XVIII. G 



62 LETTERS TO AND P&OM DR. SWIFT* 

country. Why, that other people have done in 
another manner, upon less occasion, and are not at 
all proud of it. You have overturned and supported 
ministers ; you have set kingdoms in a flame by your 
pen. Pray^ what is there m that, but having the 
knack of hitting the passions of mankind ? With 
that alone, and a little knowledge of ancient and 
modern history, ^nd seeing a little farther into the 
inside of things than the generality of men, you have 
made this bustle. There is no wit in any of them t 
I have read them all over, and do not remember any 
of those pretty flowers, those just antitheses, which 
one meets with so frequently in the French writers ; 
none of those clever turns upon words, nor those apt 
quotations out of Latin authors, which the writers 
of the last age among us abounded in; none of those 
pretty similies, which some of our modern authors 
adorn their works with, that are not only a little like 
the thing they would illustrate, but are also like 
twenty other things. In short, as often as I have 
read any of your tracts, I have been so tired with 
them, that I have never been easy till I got to the 
end of them. I haVe* found my brain heated, my 
imagination fired, just as if I was drunk. A pretty 
thing indeed for one of your gown to value himself 
upon, that with sitting still an hour in his study, be 
has oflen made three kingdoms drunk at once. 

I have twenty other points to maul you upon, if 
you provoke me ; but if you are civil and good 
natured, and will send me a long, a very lone letter, 
in answer to this, I will let you alone a good while. 
Well, adieu. If I had had a better pen, I can tdl 
you, that I should not have concluded so soon. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN *. 
London, Sept. 19, 1730. 

xIaD I not been retired into the country, yours 
should have been answered long ago. As to your 
poetess, I am her obliged servant, and must confess 
the fact is just as yovx state it. It is very true I was 
gaming ; and upon the dapper youth's delivering me 
a paper, which I just opened, found they were 
verses ; so slunk them into my pocket, ana there 
truly they were kept exceeding private ; for I can- 
not accuse myself of showing them to a mortal. 
But let me assure you, it was not out of modesty, 
but in great hopes that the author would have di-. 
vulged uiem ; which, you know, would have looked 
decenter than trumpetting my own fame. But it 
seenis unhappily we were both bit, and judged 
wrong of each other. However since you desire it, 
you may be very sure she should not fail of my en- 
treaties to his grace of Dorset for her, • though you 
have not yet let me into the secret what her request 
is : so till my lord Carteret does his part, or that I 
hear from you again, it will be but a blind sort of a 
petition. I have not seen his grace this great while, 
and he is now at Windsor, and I choose rather t» 
speak to him on all accounts, having not so fine a ta- 
lent at writing, as that lord's lady ; and whether 
just or no, I will not attempt disputing with her* 
ladyship. But as you are commonly esteemed by 
those, who pretend to know you, to have a tolera- 

* Daughter of the Earl of Berkeley, one of the lords justices 
of Ireland in 1 699, with whom Dr. Swift went over as chaplain 
and private secretary. She married sir John Germain, bart. of 
Drayton, in Northamptonshire. See in Vol. X. the*** B^lad an 
the Game of traffick,"-and " The Cutpurse," N. 
G 2 
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ble share of honesty and brains^ I do not question 
your doing what is right by him; nor his paying you 
all the civility and kindness yeu can desire.- Nor 
will I hope their influence ever can make him do 
other ^ise^ ^^v^Fg^X ^^ ^<^^ ^^^^ un^shionable quality 
of esteeming his old friends ; but however partial 
to them,^et not tol^e bia«;sed against his own sense 
and judgment, The consequence of this, I hope, 
will be your coming to Ertgland, and meeting often 
with him, (in lady Betty's chamber *) where the 
'' happy composition t*' should exert her skill in 
ordering dinner; and I would not mistake oil of am- 
ber for the spirit of it, but continue as I ever was, 
your sincere friend, as well as faithful humble ser- 



vant. 



E. GERMAIN. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Jmeshuiy, Nov. S, iTSO. 

bo you are determined never tg write to me again ; 
but, for all that, you shall not mak^ me hold my 
tongue. You shall hear from me (the post-K>ffice 
willing) whether you will or jaoL I see none of the 
folks yoM correspond w:itb., so that I am forced to 
pick lip inteUigence concerning you as I can ; vyhiqii 
has beion so very little, tkit I am resolved to make 
my complaints to you as a friend, who I ki>ow loves 
to relieve . the distressed : . and in the circumstances 

* Alluding to the first line of Frances Harris's petition. H. 

f This expression alludes to the last verse of Swift's •* Receipt 
to form a Beauty," 

" And callM the happy composition Floyd." 

Biddy Floyd is mentioned in the Ballad on the Game ofTiraffick, 
as beinj one of the party at lord Berkeley's, and at thhtinw lived 
yr'ah lady Betty. H, ' o 
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I am in^ where should I apply, but to in^ best friend i 
.Mr. Pope indeed, upon my frequent inquiries, has 
told me that the letters which are -directed to him 
co»ncern me as much as himself: but what ^ou say 
of yourself, or of me, or to me/ I ki^ow nothing at 
all. Lord Carteret was here yesterday, in his return 
from the Isle of Wight, where he had b&n a shoot- 
ing, and leR seven pheasants with us. He went 
this mortiing to the Bath,^ to lady Carteret, who is 
perfectly recovered. He talked of you three hours 
last night, and told me that you talk of m^ : I mean, 
that you are prodigiously in his favour, as he says; 
and I believe that I am in yours ; for I know you to 
be a Just and equitable person, and it is but my due. 
He seemed to take to me, which may proceed from 
your recommendation ; though, indeed, there is 
another reason for it, for he is now out of employ- 
ment, and my friends have been generally of that 
tiort : for, I take to them, as being naturally inclined 
to those who can do no mischief. Pray, do you come 
to England this year ? He thinks you do. I wish 
YOU would ; and so does the duchess of Queensberry. 
What would you have more to induce you ? Your 
money cries, come spend me ; and your friends cry, 
come see me. I have been treated barbarously by 
}ou. If you knew how often I talk of you, Uow 
often I think of you, you would now and then direct 
a letter to me, and I would allow Mr. Pope to have 
his share in it. In short, I do not care to keep any 
man's money, that serves me so. Love or money I 
must have ; and if you will not let me have the com- 
ibrt of the one, I think I must endeavour to get a 
little comfort by spending some of the other. I 
must beg that you .will call at Amesbury, in your 
way to London ; for I have many things to say to 
you; and I can assure you, you will be welcome to 
a tliree-pronged fork. X remember your prescription^ 

G 3 Digitized by GoOgk 
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and I do ride upon the downs ; and dt present I h^ve 
no asthma. I have killed hye brace of partridges^ 
and lour brace and a half of quails : andt I do not 
envy either sir Robert or Stephen Duck, vrho is 
the favourite poet of the court *. I hear scnnetimes 
from Pope^ and from scarce any body else. Were I, 
to live evef so long, I believe I should never think of 
London ; but I cannot help thinking of jou. Were 
yoa here, I could talk to yoa, but I would not ; 4(X 
you shall have all your share of talk f, which was 
never allowed you at Twickenham. You know this 
was^a grievance you often complained of; and so, 
tn revenge, you make me write all, and answer no^ 
thing. I beg my compliments to Dr. Delany. 
I am, dear sir, yours most affectionately. 

J. GAY, 

I ended the letter as above, to go to the duchess, 
and she told me, I might go down, and come a quar- 
ter of ah hour hence. I had a design to have asked 
her to sign the invitation, that I have made you. 
As I do not know how much she may have to say to 
you, I think it will be prudent to leave off, that she 
may not be stinted, for want of room. So much I 
will say, that whetlier she signs it or hot, both the 
duke and duchess would be very glad you would 
come to Amesbury ; and you mast be persuaded, 
that I say this without the least private view. For, 
what is it to me whether you come or not ? For I 
can write to you, you know. 

* Stephen Duck, a poor thresher, havin|^ written some 

^ verses, they were shovra to Queen Caroline; who^made him her 

library-keeper at Richmond. He afterward took orders, and was 

preferred to a living, but growing melancholy, he at lait drowned 

himself. H. • 

f Mr. Gay was reserved in his con venation*^ H. 
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P.S. BYTHEDUCHESSOFQUEENSBERRY. 

I would fain have you come. I cannot say you wril 
be welcome ; for I do n6l know you, and perhaps 
I shall not like you ; but if I do not, (unless you 
are a very vam person) you shall know my 
thoughts as soon as I do myself. 

C, Q. 



TO MR. GAY. 



Duhlin, Nov. 10, 1730, 

When my lord Peterborough, m the queen's time, 
went abroad upon his embassies, the ministry told 
me, that he was such a vagrant, they were forced to 
write at him by guess, because they knew not where 
to write to him. This is my case with you; some- 
times in Scotland, sometimes at Ham walks, some- 
times God knows where. You ace a man of busi- 
ness, and not at leisure for insignificant correspon- 
dence. It was I got you the empldyment of being 
my lord duke's premier ministir : for his grace hav- 
ing heard how good a manager you were of my re- 
venue, thought you fit to be entrusted with ten ti- 
lents. I have had twenty times a strong inclination 
to spend a summer near Salisbury downs, having rid 
over them more than once, and with a young parson 
of Salisbury reckoned twice the stones oi Stone- 
henge, which are either ninety-two or ninety-three. 
I desire to present my most humble acknowledg- 
ments to my lady duchess in return of her civility. 
I hear an ill thing, that she is matre pulchra filia puU 
chrior : I never saw her since she was a girl, and 
Would be angry she should excel her mother, who 
was long my principal goddess. I desire you will 



68 tETTB&S TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. | 

tell her grace, that the ill management of forks is 
. not to bebelped when they are oi?y bidential, which 
happens in all poor houses, especially those of poet^; 
upon which s^ccount a knife was absolutely neces- 
sary at Mr. Pope's, where it was morally impossi- 
ble, with a bidential fork, to convey a morsel of 
beeC with the incumbrance of mustard and turnips, 
into your mouth at once. And her grace hath cost 
me thirty pounds to provide tridents for fear of of- 
fending her, which sum I desire she will please to 
return me. — I am sick enough to ^o to the Bath, but 
have not heard it will be good for my disorder. I 
have a strong miixl to spend my two hundred pounds 
next summer in France : I am glad I have it^ for 
there is hardly twice that sum left in this kingdom. 
You want no settlement (I call the family where you 
Jive, and the foot Vou are upon,, a, settlement) till 
you increase your fortune to what will support you 
with ease and plenty, a good house and a garden. 
The. want of this I much dread for you : for I have 
often known a slie cousin of a good family and small 
fortune, passing months among all her relations, 
living in plenty, and taking her circles, till she grew 
. an old maid, and every body weary of her. Mr. 
Pope complains of ^Idom seeing you ; but the evil 
is unavoidable^ for different circumstances of life 
have always separated those whom friendship will 
join : . God hath taken care of. this, to prevent any 
progress toward real happiness here, which would 
make life more desirable, and death top dreadful. I 
hope you have now one advantage that you always 
wanted before, and the. want of which made your 
Iriends as uneasy as it did yourself; I mean tlie re- 
moval of that solicitude about your own affairs, 
which perpetually filled your thoughts, and disturbed 
your conversation. For if it be true what Mr. Pope 
seriously tells me, you will have opportunity of sav- 
ing every groat of tlie interest you receive ; and so 



I 
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hy the time he and you grow weary of each other, 
oa wiU be able to pass the rest ot your wineless 
fe in ease and plenty ; with the additional trium- 
phal comfort of nerer having received a penny from 
those tasteless ungratefiil people from whom you 
deserved so much, and who deserve no better ge- 
niuses than those by whom they are cefebrated.-^ 
If you see Mr. Cesar, present my humble service 
to him, and let him know that the ^brab libel printed 
against me here, and reprinted in London, for which 
he showed a kind concern to a friend of us both, 
was written by myself, and sent to a whig printer ; 
it was in the style and genius of such scoundrels, 
when the humour of libelling ran in this strain 
against a friend of mine whom you know. — But my 
paper is ended. 



TO LORD CHESTERFIELD*. 

MTLORD, Nov, 10, 1730. ' 

1 WAS positively advised by a friend, whose opi- 
nion has n^ucb weiglft with mie» and who has agre%t 

* Philip Dormer Stanhope, earl of Chesterfield, baron Staq- 
hope of Shelford, wa3 born Sept. 22, 1694 ; succeeded to those 
titles, Jan. 2!7, 1725-6 j was elected knight of the garter. May 
18, 1730 ; «oon after made lord steward of fafis majesty's house- 
hold, and A0»ba9sador extraordinaiy and pletipotentiaiy to the 
States {General; and in 1745 appointed lord lieatenant of Ireianf]. 
He died March 23, 1773. — His lordship had longbe<» celebrate^, 
not only as an elegant writer himself, but as one of the greatest 
encouragers of polite learning. The most eminent of his writings 
are. the Letters to his Son, printed, after his lordship's death, 
from the origioals in the possession of Mrs. Eugenia Stathope, 
widow to the young gentleman to whom they were addressed. 
His lordship's misceUaneouf) work 8^ a valuable collection of his 
letters, and memoirs of hii' life, were also published by Dr. 
Maty. N. o 
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veneration for your lordship, to venture a letter of 
solicitation : and it is the ^rst request of this kind 
that I ever made, since the public changes in 
limes, persons, measures, and opinions, dtove me 
.into distance and obscurity. 

There is an honest man, whose name is Launce- 
.lot ; he has been Jong a ser^'ant to my lord Sussex : 
he married a relation of mii^e, a widow, with a to- 
lerable jointure; which, depending upon a lease 
which the duke of Grafton suffered to expire about 
three years ago, sunk half her little fortune. Mr. 
Launcelot had many promises from the duke of Dor- 
set, while his grace held that oftice, which is now in 
your lordship ; but they ail failed, after the usual 
fate that the bulk of court suitors must expect. 

I am very sensible that I have no manner of claim 
to the least favour from your lordship, whom I have 
hardly the honour to be t:nown to, although you 
were always pleased to treat me with much huma- 
nity, and with m6re distinction than I could pretend 
to (deserve. I am likewise conscious of that demerit 
which I have largely shared with all those who con- 
cerned themselves in a court aqd ministryj^ whose 
maxims and proceedings have been ever since so 
much exploded. But your lordship will grant me 
leave to say, that in those times, when a.ny persons 
of the ejected party came to court, and were of to- 
lerable consequence, they never failed to succeed in 
any reasonable request they made for a friend. And 
when I sometimes added my. poor solicitations, I 
•used to quote the then ministers a passage in the 
Oospel, '* The poor (meaning their own dependents) 
" you have always with you,'^ S^c, 
. This is the strongest argument I have to entreat 
your lordship's favour for Launcelot, who is a per- 
fectly honest man, and as loyal as you could wish. 
His wife, my near relation, has been my favourite 
from her youth, and as deserving as it Is possible ;tqr 
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one of her level. It is understood^ that some little 
employments about the court may be oflen in your 
lordship's disposal; and that my lord Sussex will 
give Mr. Launcelot the character he deserves : apd 
then let my petition be (to speak in my own trade) 
" a drop in^he bucket.*' 

Remember^ my lord, that, although this letter be 
long, yet what particularly concerns my request is 
but of a, few lines. 

I shall not congratulate With your lordship upon 
any of your present great employments, or upon the 
greatest that can possibly be given to you ; because 
you are one of those very few who do more honour 
to a court, than you can possibly receive from it; 
which I take to be a greater compliment to any^ 
court than it is to your lordship. I am, 

My Lord, ij^c. 



FROM DR. ARBUTHNOT*. 

DEAR SIR, 

1 HE passage in Mr. Pope's letter about your; 
health does not alarm me : both of us have had the 
distemper these thirty years. I have found that 
steel, the warn^ gums, and the bark, all do good in 
it. Therefore, first take the vomit A ; then, every 
day, the quantity of a nutmeg, in the morning, of 
the electuary, marked B 4 with five spoonfuls of the 
tincture marked D. Take the tincture, but not the 
electuary, in the afternoon. You may take one of 
the pills marked C, at any time when you are 
trgviWe4 with it; or thirty of the drops marked £, 

* Endorsed, « Received, Nov. 13, W30.'?vQflOgle 
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in any vehicle, even water. I had a servant of my 
own» thai was' cured nierely with vomiting. There 
is another medicine not mentioned, which yon may 
try; the pulvis rad. Valerianae sylvestris, about a 
scruple oi it twice a day. How came yon to take it 
in your head, that I was queen's physician ? When 
I am so, you shall be a bishop, or any thing you 
have a mind to* Pope is now the great- reignine 
poetical favourite. Your lord lieutenant* has a mind 
to be well with you. Lady Betty Germain com- 
plains you have not writ to her since she wrote to 
you. I have showed as much civility to Mrs. Barber 
, as I could, and she likewise to me. I have no more 
paper, but what serves to tell you, that I am, with 
great sincerity, youi most faithful humble servant, 

J. ARBUTHNOT. 

I recommend^ Dr. Hdsham to be pf^sician to 
the lord lieutenant. I know not what eitect it will 
have» My respects to him and Dr. Delany. 

A. 

|k pulv« rad. ipecacoanae, 9j. 

B- 
^ <V^ns^rT. flavedin. aiirant. ab^ynth. Rom. ana S^f* 
rubigin. martis in pollin. redact. 311}. syrap. e 
succo kermis, q. s. 

C. 
|k as. foetid. i\y tinctur. castor, ql s. M. fiant pilula? 
xxiv. 

D. 

S; oortic. Peruvian! elect, rubign. martis ana 3> 
\ digere tcpide in vini alb. Gallic, f^ij. per 24 horas: 
postea fiat colatura. 



« The dttke of Dorset. 
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E- 

^ sp. cor. cerv. sp. lavenduU tinctar, castor. an» 3ij\ 

miice *♦ 



TO MR. GAY. 

DuUin, N9V.19, 1730. . 

I WRIT to you a long letter about a fortnight past 
concladitig yoa were in London, from whence I un« 
derstood one of your former was dated : nor did 1 
imagine you were gone back to Amesbory so late in 
the year, at which season I take the country to be 
only a scene for those who have been ill used by a 
court on account of their virtues ; which is a state of 
happiness the more valuable, - because it is not ac^ 
compaaied by ^vy, although n<^hing deserves it 
more. I would gladly sell a dukedom to lose favottr 
in the manner their graces have donef. I believo 
my lord Carteret :(, since he is no longer lieutenant, 
may not wish ine ill, and I have told him often thai 
I only hated him as lieutenant. I confess he had al 
genteeler manner of binding the chains of this king« 
dom than most of his predecessors, and I confess at 

* As these receipts may possiblf .be useful t& some peflbn 
troubled with the Deaa' 8 complaint of giddiness. Dr. Arbi|thnot'f 
receipt of bitters, for stttngthening the stomach, is added. 
Take of zedoary root one drachm ; galangal and Roman worm* 
wood, of each two drachms j orange peel, a drachm ; lesser 
cardamom seeds, two scruples. Infuse all in a quart of 
boiling spring water for six hours ; strain it off, and add to 
it four ounces of greater compound wormwood water. H« 
f By patronizing Gay. Dr. Warton. 
X The lilies which this nobleman quoted from Homer, on his 
death-bed, to Mr. Wood, on occasion of the peace, were as hap- 
pily applied, as the apology he used to Swift for 9om« harsh me a^ 
turet in Ireland : 

«< ....^ Regni novitas me talia cogit 
« Moliri." Dr-WaHon. Bfgit zed by Google 

vot. xviii, H 
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the same time that he had^ six times, a regard to 
my recommendation by preferring so many of my 
friends in the church ; the two last acts of his ^vour 
were to add to the dignities of Dr. Delany and Mr. 
Stopfordf the last of whom was by you and Mr. Pope 
put into Mr. Pulteney*'S hands. 1 told you in my last, 
that a continuance of giddiness (though not in a 
violent degree) prevented my thoughts of England 
at present. For in ipy case a doi^estic life i^ ^leces- 
sary, where I can ^yith the centurion s^y to my ser- 
vant. Go, and be goeth, and Do this, and he doth 
it. I now hate all people whom I cannot command, 
and consequently a duchess is at this time th^ hate- 
fullest lady in the world to me, one only excepted, 
and I beg her grace's pardon for that exception, for^ 
in the way I mean,, her grace is ten thousand times 
more hateful. L confess I begin to apprehend you 
will squander my money, because I hope you never 
less wanted it ; and if you go on with success for two 
years longer, I fear I shall not have a farthing of it 
left. The doctor hath ill informed me, who says 
that Mr. Pop^ js at present the chief poetical favour- 
ite, yet Mr. Pope himself talks lijce a philosopher, 
and one wholly retired. But the vogue of qur few 
honest folks here is, that Duck is absolutely to suc- 
ceed Eusden in the l^^urel ; the contention being be- 
tween Concannen or Theobald, or some other hero 
of the Dunciad. I never charged you for not talk- 
Jng^ but the dubious state of your affairs in those 
days was too much the subject, and I wish t lie du- 
chess had been the voucher of your amendment. 
Nothing so much contributed to my ease as the turn 
of affairs after the queen's death ; by which all my 
hopes being cut off, I could have no ambition left^ 
unless I would have been a greater rascal than hapr 
pened to suit with my temper. I therefore sat down 
quietly at my morsel, adding only thereto a principle 
of hatred to all succeeding measures and ministries 
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by way of sauce to relish my meat : and I confess 
one point of conduct in my lady duchess's life has 
added much poignancy to it. There is a good Irish 
practical bull toward the end of your letter, where 
you spend a dozen lines in telling me you must leave 
off^ that you may give my lady duchess room to 
writej and so you proceed to wiihin two or three 
lines of the bottom ; though I would have remitted 
you my 2001. to have left place for as many more. 

TO THE DUCHESS* 

MADAM, 

MY beginning thus low is meant as amarkof re« 
spect, like receiving your grace at the bottom of thfe 
stairs. I am glad you know yOifr duty ; for it has 
been a known and established rule above twenty 
years in Eti^land, that the iirst advances' have been 
constantly made liie by all Indies who aspired to my 
acquaintance, and the greater their quality, the 
greater were their advances. Yet, I know not by 
what weakness, I have condescended graciously to 
dispense with yOu upon this important article- 
Though Mr^ Gay will tell you that a nameless per-* 
son sent me deven messages* before I would yield 
to a visit: I mean a person to Whom he is infinitely 
obliged, for being the occasion of the happiness he 
flow enjoys under th^ protection and favour of my 
lord duke and your grace. At the same time I can- 
not forbear telling you> madam, that you are a little 
imperious in your manner of making your advances. 
You sdy^ perhaps you shall not like me ; I affirm yoa 
are mistaken, which I can plainly demonstrate ^ fot 
I have certain intelligence, thait another person dis** 

* H«f.nicarts qutett Caroline j aAd her' neglect of Gay, whieh 
rccofflmeoded faim to tb« duchess of Queeiisberry. 

D&. Wa&tov, 
H 2 ° 
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irkes roe of late, with whose likings yours fiave not 
for some time past gone together. However, if I 
•hail once have the honour to attend your grace, I 
%vili out of fear and prudence appear as vain as I can, 
that I may not know your thoughts of me. This is 
your own direction, but it was needless : for Dio- 

fenes himself would be vain, to ha?e received the 
onour of being one moment of his life in the thoughts 
of your grace. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK. 

MADA'M, Ncvemher2\, 1730, 

1 DO now pity the Itusure you have to read a letter 
from me ; and this letter shall be a history. First, 
therefore, I call you to witness, that I did not at- 
tend on the queen till I had received her own. re- 
peated messages ; which, of course, occasioned my 
' being introduced to you. I never asked any thing 
till, upon leaving England the first time, I desiredfirom 
you a present worth a guinea : and from her m^esty 
one worth ten pounds; by way of a memorial. 
Yours I received ; and the queen, upon my taking 
leave of her, made an excuse that she bad intended 
a medal for me ; which not being ready, she would 
send it me the Christmas following ; yet this was 
never done, nor at all remembered vvhen I went 
back to England th^ next year, and by her commands, 
attended her as I had done before. I must now tell 
you, madam, that I will receive no medal from her 
inajesty, dot any thing less than her picture at half 
length, drawn by Jervas; and if he takes it from 
another original, the queen shall sit at least twice for 
hm to touch it up. I desire you will let her ma* 
jesty know this in plain words, although I have 
heard that I am under her displeasure, out this is 
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• a.ttsual thing with princes, as well as ministen, upon 
every false re^esentation ; and so I took occasion to 
tell the queen, upon the quarrel Mr. Walpole had 
with our friend Gay, the first time I ever had the 
honour to attend her. 

Against you I have but one reproach : That when 
I was last in England, and just afler the- present 
king's accession^ I resolved to pass that summer in 
France, for which I had then a most lucky opportu- 
nity ; from which those who seemed to love me well 
dissuaded me, by your- advice : and when I sent you 
a note/ conjuring you to lay aside the character of a 
courtier and a favourite upon that occasion, your an- 
swer positively directed me not to go in that juncture ; 
and you said the same thln^ to my friends, who 
seemed to have power of giving me hints, that I 
miffht reasonably hope for a settlement in England : 
which, God knows, was no very great ambition, 
considering thei»tation I should leave here, of greater 
dignity, and which might have easily been managed to 
be disposed of as the queen pleased. If these hints 
came from you, I affirm, you then a^ted too much 
like a courtier. But I forgive you, and esteem you 
as much as ever. You had your reasons, which I 
shall not inctuire into ; because I always believed you 
had some virtues, besides all the accomplishments of 
mind and person that can adorn a lady. 

I am angry with the queen for sacrificing mv 
friend Gay to the mistaken piques of sir Robert Waf- 
pole, about a libel written against him ; although he 
were convinced at the same time of Mr. Gay's mno* 
cence ; and although, ^s I said before, I told her ma* 
jesty liie whole story. Mr. Gay deserved better 
treatment anipngst you, upon all accounts, and par« 
^icularly for lis excellent unregarded Fables ; dcdi* 
cated to prince William ; which I hop& his royal 
highness will often read, for his instruction. I wish 
her majesty would aUtUe remember what I ^gely 
B 3 
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said to her about Ireland, when, before a witifess, 
she gave me leave, and commanded me, to tell here 
what she spoke to me upon that subject ; and ordered 
me, if I lived to see her in her present station, to 
send her our grievances; promising to read my letter, 
and do all good offices in her power for this miserable 
and most loyal kingdom, now at the brink of ruin, 
and never so near as now. As to myself, I repeat 
again, that I never asked any thing more than a 
trifle, as a memorial of some dtstinctton which her 
majesty graciously seemed to make between me and 
«very common clergyman : bat that trifle was for- 
gotteh, according to the usual method of princes, al- 
though I was taught to think myself upon a foot d 
pretending to some little exception. 

As to yourself, madam, I most heartily congratu- 
late with you for being delivered from the toil, the 
envy, the slavery, Bitd vexation, of a &vourite; 
where you could not always answer the good inten- 
tions that I hope you had. You will how be less 
teazed with solicitations, one of the greatest evils in 
life. You possess an easy employment, with quiet 
of mind, although it be by no means equal to your 
merit: and if it shall please God to establish yodr 
kealth, I believe and hope you are too wise to hope 
for more. - Mr. Pope has always been an advocate 
for your sincerity j and even I, in the charatrter I 
g^ve you of yourself, allowed you as much of that 
virtue as could be expected in a lady, a courtier, and 
a favourite Yet, I confesii, I never heartily pledged 
Vour health as a toast, upon any other regards tSan 
beauty, wit, good sense, and an unblemished cha^ 
raeter. For, as to friendship, truth, sincerity, and 
t)ther trifles of that kind, I neyer concerned myself 
about them ; because I knew them to be only parts 
of the bwer morals, which are altogether useless 
at courts. I am content that you should tell the 
quoen aU 1 have said of her ; and in my own Words, 
'f you please. 
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I could have been a better prophet in the charac* 
ter I gave vou of yourself, if it had been good man- 
ners, in the heient of your credit, to put you in 
mind of its mortality : for, you are not the first, by 
at least three ladies, whom I have known to under* 
TO the same turn of fortune. It is allowed, that 
&dies are often very good scaffoldings ; and I need 
not tell you the use that scaffoldings ^re put to by 
all builders^ as well political as mechanic I should 
have begun this letter by telling you, that I was eil- 
couraged to write it by my best friend, and one of 
your great admirers; who told roe, " that, from 
" something that had passed between yon, he thought 
*' you vwomd not receive it ill/' After all, I know, 
no person of your sex, for whom I have so great an 
esteem, as I do and believe I shall always continue 
to bear for you, I mean a private person ; for, I must 
except tlie queen; and it is not an exception of form : 
because I have really a very great veoeration for her 
great qualities, although I have reason to complaiA 
of her conduct to me ; which I coifid not excuse al* 
though she had f\(iy kingdoms to govern. I have but 
room to conclude with my sincere professions of being, 
with true respect. 

Madam, 
Your most obedient humble servant. 



FROM MR, GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Amcshury, Dec. 6, 1750. 

UqTH your letters, to my great satisfaction, I have 
received. You were mistaken as to my b^ing ia 
town ; for I have been here ever since the begin- 
ning of May. But the best way is to direct your 
letters always to the duke's house in London ; and 
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they are sent hither by his porter. We shall stay 
here till afler the holidays. You say^ we deserre 
envy: I think, we do; for I'envy no man, either in 
town or oat oflt. We have had some few visitors, 
and every one of them such, as one would desire to 
visit. The duchess is a more severe check upon 
my finances than ever you were ; and. I submit^ as 
I did to you, to comply to my own good, i was a 
long time, before I could prevail with her to let me 
allow myself a pair of shoes wit}i two heels ; for I 
had lost one, and the shoes were so decayed that 
they\vere not worth mending. You see by this, 
that those, who are the most generous of their own, 
can be the most covetous for others. I hope you 
will be so good to me, as to use your interest with 
her, (for, whatever she says, you seem to have some) 
to indulge me with the extravagance suitable to mj 
fortune. 

The lady you mention, that dislikes you, has no 
discernment. I really think, you may safely ven- 
ture to Amesbury, though indeed the lady here likes 
to have her own way as well as you; which may 
sometimes occasion disputes: and I tell you before- 
hand, that I cannot take your part. I think her so 
often in the right, that you will have great difficulty 
to persuade me she is in the wrong. Then, there 
is another thing, that I ought to tell you, to deter 
you from this place; which is, that the lady of the 
house is not given to show civility to those she does 
not like. She speaks hef mind, and loves truth. 
For the uncommonness of the thing, I fancy your 
curiosity will prevail over your fear; and you will 
like to see such a woman. But I say no more till I 
know whether her grace will fill up the rest of the 
paper. 

... Digit zed by Google 
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FROM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

WRITE I must, particulafly now, as I have an 
opportunity to indulge my predominant passion, con- 
tradiction. I do, in the first place, contradict most 
things Mr. Gay says of me, to deter you from com- 
ing here ; which if you ever do, I hereby assure 
you, that unless I like my own way better, you 
shall have yours ; *and in all disputes you shall con- 
vince roe if you can. But, by what I see of you, 
this is not a misfortune that will alwayi happen ; for 
I find you are a great mistaker. For example, ^ you 
take prudence for imperiousness: it is from this hrst, 
that I determined not to like one who is too giddy- 
headed for me to be certain whether or not I shall 
ever be acquainted with. I have known people 
take great deJight in building castles in the air ; out 
I should choose to build friends upon a more solid 
foundation. I would fain know you ; lor I oflen 
hear more good likeable things tnan it is possible 
any one can deserve. Pray come, that I may find 
out something ^rong; for I, and I believe most 
women, have an inconceivable pleasure to find out 
any faults, esccept their own. Mr. Cibber is made 
poet laureat. I am, sir, as much your humble ser- 
vants I can be to any pe/son I do not know, 

C.Q. 

Mr. Gay is very peevish that I spell and write 
ill ; but I do not care : for neither the pen nor I 
can do better, • Besides, I think you have flattered 
me, and such people ought to be put to trouble. 
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MR. GAY'S POSTCRIPT. 

Now I hope you are pleased, and that you will 
allow for so small a sura as two hundred poundsi 
you hive a lumping pennyworth. 

FROM LORD CHESTERFlELO. 

SIR, Hague, Dec, 15, 1730. 

X OU need not have made any excuses to me for 
yout solicitation : on the contrary, I am proud of 
being the first person to whom you have thought 
it worth your while to apply* since those changes, 
which, you say, drove you into distance and ob- 
sourity. I very well know the person you recom- 
mend to me, having lodged at his house a whole 
summer at Richmond. I have always heard a very 
good character of him, which alone would incline 
roe to serve him : but your recommendation, I can 
assure you, will make me impatient to do it. How- 
ever, that he may not again meet with the commoa 
fate of court suitors, nor I lie under the imputation 
of making court promises, I will exactly explain to 
you how far it is likely I may be able to serve him. 

When first I had this office*, I took the resolu- 
tion of turning out nobody ; so that I shall only have 
the disposal of those places, that the death of the 
present possessors will procure me. Some oM ser- 
vants/ that have served me long and faithfully, hare 
obtaine^d the promises of the first Ibur or five va- 
cancies ; and the early solicitations of some of my 
particular friends have tied me down for about as 

* Of lord steward of th« king's household, in which he sue* 
ceeded the duke of Dorset, appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland, 
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many more. But, after having satisHed these en- 
gagements, I do assure you, Nlr. Launcelot shall be 
my first care. I confess his prospect is more re- 
mote than I could have wished it, but as it is so re- 
mote he will not have the uneasiness of a disap- 
pointment, if he gets nothing ; and if he g^ts some* 
thing, we shall both be pleased. 

As for his political principles, I am in po manner 
of pain about them. Were he a tory, I would ven- 
ture to serve him in the just expectation, that 
should I ever be charged with having preferred a 
tory, the person who was the author of my crime 
would likewise be the author of my vindication. I 
am with real esteem, sir, * 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 



FROM LADY ELIZABETH GERMAIN. 

Deq. 24, 1730. 

Since you, with a modest assurance, affirm you 
understand and practise good manners better than 
any other person in either kingdom, I wish you would 
therefore put into very handsome terms my excuse 
to dean Swift, that I have not answered his letter I 
received before, the last: for even prebendary Head 
assured my brother Harry, that he, in all form aiid 
justice, took place of a colonel, as being a major 
general in the church ; and therefore you need not 
feave called a cpuncil to know, whether you o^ \ were 
to write last; because, as being but a poo^ courtesy 
lady, J can pretend to no place but what other peo- 
ple's goodness gives me. This being settled, I cer- 
tainly ought not to have writ again ; but howeverj I 
fear I shpuld have been wrong enough to have de- 
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sired the correspondence to be kept up, but that I 
hare been ill this fortnight, and of course lazy» and 
not in a writing mood. 

First, as to Mrs. Barber ; as I told you before, so 
I tell you the same again, that upon your recommen- 
dation, I shall be very glad to serve her, though I 
never did see her ; and as I had not your letter till 
I went from Tunbridge, she passed unmarked by me 
in the crowd ; nor have I met with her since. She 
writ to mc to present *****s poems to the duke and 
duchess of Dorset. I answered her letter,, and obe^^^ 
ed her commands. And as to her own, I shall most 
'willingly subscribe ; though I am of the opinion, we 
ladies are not apt to be good poets, especially if 
we cannot spell; but {hat is by way of inviolable se< 
cret between you and me. So much for this letter, 
Now to your last epistle, for which it seems 1 am to 
give you thanks, for honouring me with your com* 
mands. Well I do so, because this gets a proof, that 
after so many yearns acatiaintahce, there is one that 
will take my word ; which is a certain sign that I 
have not often broke it. Therefore, behold the con- 
sequence is this ; I have siven my word to the duke 
^ Dorset, that you Would hot so positively affirm 
this fact concern mg Mr. Fox, without knowing the 
certain truth, that there is no deceit in this declara- 
tion of trust. And though it has been recommend* 
ed to him, as you say, he never. did give any answer 
to it, nor designed it, till he was fully satisfied of the 
tiruth ; and even then, I believe, would not have de- 
termined to have done it, because it is an easy way 
of securing a place for ever to a family; and were 
this to, be an example, be it so many pence or so 
many pounds, for the future they would be inherit- 
ances. 

So now, not to show my power with his grace (in 
spite Otf his dependants, who may cast their eyes on 
it) for that I dare affirm there never will be nee^ of 
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whefe justice or good nalare is necessary 4 but to 
show you his dependasce on your honour and in* 
te^ity, he gives jne leave to tell you, it shall cer- 
tainly be done ; nor does this at all oblige you to give 
the thanks you seem so desirous to give; for at any 
time, whensoever you have any business, service, 
^ request to make to his grace of Dorset (whether 
my proper business or not) till you two are better 
acquainted with one another's merits, I shall be very 
glad to show how sincerely I am 

Your friend and faithful humble ^rvant. 
^ E. GERMAIIsr. 



TO MRS. WHITEWAY. 

Dee. 28, 1730. . 

X OU might give a better realon for restoring my 
hock, that it was not worth keeping. I thought by 
the superscription that your letter was written by a 
man ; for you have neither the scrawl nor the spel«- 
bag of your sex^ You live so far oif, and I believe . 
are so seldom at home, and I am so ill a visitor, that 
it is DO wonder we meet so seldom : but if you knew 
what I say of you to others, you would believe it 
was not want of inclination ; I mean what I say of 
you as I knew you formerly ; for as to what you are 
iK>w> I know but little. 1 give you the good wishes 
of the season ; and vn, wi& true esteem and afiec* 
tioD^ yQurs> &€• 

J. SWIFT. 
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TO LADY SANTRY. 

MADAM, 17 30^ at a conjecture, 

A4y reason for waiting on you, some time ago, wu 
grounded on the esteem I always had for you; which 
continued still the same, although I had hardly the 
least acquaintance with your lord, nor was at ail de- 
sirous to cultivate it, because I did not all approve 
of his conduct. In two or three days after I saw you 
at sir Compton Domville's* house, all my acquaint- 
ance told me how full the town was of the visit I 
had made you ; and of the cruel treatment you re- 
ceived from me, with relation to your son f. I will 
not believe your ladyship was so weak as to spread 
this complaint yourself: but I lay it wholly to thoie 
two young women who were then in the same room, 
I suppose as visitorii. But, if you were really dis- 
contented, and thouehl to publish your discontent 
in aggravating words, I must cut off at least nine 
tenths of the friendship I had for you, and list you 
in the herd of Irish ladies, whose titles, or those of 
their husbands, with niie, never have the weight of a 
feather, or the value of a pebble. I imagined you 
had so much seiise as to understand, that all I said 
was intended for the service both of you and your 
son. I have often spoken much more severely to 
l^ersons of much higher aaality than your son, and 
m a kingdom where to oe a lord is of importance; 
and I have received hearty thanks, as well as found 
amendment. One thing I shall observe, upon your 
account, which is. Never to throw away any more 
advice upon any Irish lord, or his mother; because 

♦ Lady Santry's brother. D, $• ' f Lord Saatry. D. 5* 
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I thought you would be one of the last to deceive 
me. 

I called four times at the house where you lodge, 
8Bd you were always denied, by which, I suppose, 
you would have me think you arc angry ; whereas I 
am the person who ought to complaint because all I 
had said to' you proceeded from friendship, and a de* 
sire of reforming your son. But that desire is now 
utterly at an end. 



TO LORD CHESTERFIELD. 

MY roRD, Jan* 5^ 1730-31. 

1 RETURN your lordship my most humble thank» 
for the honour and favour of your letter ; and desire 
your justice to believe, that, in writing to you a se- 
cond time, I have no design of giving you a second 
double. My only end at present is, to beg vour 
pardon for a fault of igifiorance. I ought to have 
remembered, that the arts of courts are like those of 
play; where, if the most expert be absent for a few 
XDonths, the w^hole system is so changed, that he has 
no more skill than a new beginner. Yet I cannot 
hut wish, that your lordship had pleased to forgive 
one, who has been an utter stranger to public life 
above sixteen years. Bussy Rabutin himself, the 
politest person of his age, when he was recalled to 
court after a long banishment, appeared ridiculous 
there: and what could I expect, from my anti- 
quated manner of addressing your lordship, in the 
prime of your life, in the height of fortune, favour, 
and merit ; so distinguished by your active spirit, 
and ^eatness of your genius ? I do here repeat to 
your lordship, that I lay the fault of my misconduct 
entirely on a friend, whom I exceedingly love and 
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eftteem, whom I dure not name, and who is as bad 

a courtier by nature, as I am grown by want of prac- 
tice. God forbid that your lordship should continue 
in ari employment however great and honourable, 
where you only can be an ornat^ient to the court so 
long, until you have an opportunity to provide offices 
for a dozen low people like the poor aaui whom. I 
look the liberty to mention I and God forbid^ that 
in one particular branch of the kinj^'s family, there 
should ever be such a mortality, as to take awa^ 
a ^ozen of his meaner servants in less than a dozen 
years. 

Give me leave, in farther excuse of my weakness, 
to confess, that beside some hints from my friends, 
yoiir lordship is in great measure to blame for your 
obliging manner of treating me in every place where 
I had the honour to see you ; which I acknowledge 
to have been a distinction that I had not the least 
|)retence to, and consequently as little to ground upon 
It the request of a favt)ur. 

As I am an utter stranger to the present forms of 
the world, I have imagined more than once, that 
your lordship's proceeding with me may be a refine- 
ment introduced by yourself: and that, as in my 
time the most solemn and frequent promises of great 
men usually failed, against all probable appearances, 
so that single slight one of your lordship may, by 
your generous nature, early succeed against all visi- 
ble impQssibilities. I am, &c. 



FROM WILLIAM PULTENEY, Esa. 

DEAR SIR, London, Feb 9m 17303K 

jt\.MONG the many compliments I have received 
from my friejtkls on the birth of my son, I assure you 
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none gave me greater pleasure than the kind letter 
joa honoured me wkh on the occasion. When you 
were last in England, your stay was so shoFt, that I 
scarce had time> and .very few opportunities, to con- 
vinceyou how great a desire I had to 'bear some 
share of your esteem ; but, should you return this sum- 
mer, Ibope you will continue longer among us. Lord 
Bdingbroke, lofdBathurst, Pope, myself, and others 
otyour friends, are got together in a country neigh- 
bourhood, which would b« much enlivened, if you 
would come and live among us. Mrs. Pulteney joins 
with me in the invitation, and is much obliged to you 
jbr remembering her. She bid me tell you, that she 
is determined to have no more children, unless you 
will promise to come over and christen 'the next. 
You see how much my happiness, in many respects, 
depends upon your promise. I have always desired 
Pope, when he wrote to you, to remember my com- 
pliments ; and I can assure you, with the greatest 
truth, though you have much oldet acquaintances, 
that you have not in England a friend thaf loves and 
honours you more than I do, or can be with greater 
sincerity than I am. 

Your most humble and obedient servant, 
W. PULTENEY. 

P. S. If any of our pamphlets {with which we 
abound) are ever sent over to Ireland, and you 
think them worth reading, you will perceive how 
low they are reduced in point of argument on one 
side of the question. This has driven certain peo- 
ple to that last resort of calling names. Villain, 
traitor, seditious rascal, and such ingenious appel- 
lations^, have frequently been bestowed on a couple 
of friends of yours. Such usage has 'made it ne- 
cessary to return the same polite language ; and 
there has been more Billingsgate stufi^. uttered froisi 
i3 / 
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the press within these two months,* than ever was 
known before. Upon this Dr. Arbuthnot has 
written a very humorous Ireatisef, which he show- 
ed me this morning ; wherein he proves, froni 
many learned instances, that this sort of alterca- 
tion is ancient, elegant, and classical ; and that 
what the world falsely imagines to be polite, ii 
truly gothic and barbarous. He shows how the 
gods and goddesses used one another ; dog, bitch. 
and whore, were pretty common expressions 
among them : kings,, heroes, ambassadors, and ora- 
tors ^used one 'another much in the same way; 
and he concludes, that it Is a pity this method of 
objurgation should be lost. His quotations from 
Horner^ Demosthenes, iEschines, and Tully are 
admirable, and the whole is very humorously con- 
ducted. I take it for granted, he will send it you 
himself^ as soon as it is printed. 



FROM LADY ELIZABETH GERMAIN. 

Feb. 23, }730-Sl. 

jNoW were you in vast hopes yon should hear ao 
more from me, I being slow in my motions : but 
do not flatter yourself; you began Uie correspond- 
ence, set my pen a going, and God knows when it 
^1 end ; for I had it by inheritance from my "btfaer, 

^ Among the panphlets published within that period was Lord 
Harvey's Sedition and Defamation displayed, in a Letter to the 
author of the Crafttiyan, published in January 1730. B. 

f Probably that published in the Miscellaneous Works of the 
late Dr. Arbuthnot, at Glasgow, vol. L p. 40. The title of the 
piece is, " A brief Account of Mr. John Ginglicut's Treatise 
coBctniiiig til* Ailtercatioo or Scolding of t4ie Ancients." B. -. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



LETTERS TO AND>ROM OR. SWIKT. 91 

ever to please myself when I could ; and though I 
do not just take the turn my mother did of fasting and 
pra^ring ; jet to be sure that was her pleasure too, 
or else she would not have been so greedy ofjt. I 
do not care to deliver your- messages this great while 
to lieutenant Head, he having been deaa these two 
years. And though he had, as you say, a head, I 
Wed him very well , but, however, from my dame 
Wadgar's* first impression, have ever bad a natural 
antipathy to spirits. 

I have not acquaintance enough with Mr; Pope, 
which I am sorry for, and expect you should come 
to England, in order to improve it. If it was the 
que6n, and not the duke of Grafton, that picked 
out such alaureatt, she deserves his poetry in her 
praises. 

Your friend Mrs. Barber has been here. I find she 
fes some request ; but neither you nor she has yet let it 
out to me what it is: for certainly you cannot mean 
that by subscribing to her book ; if so, I shall be 
mighty happy to have you call that a favour; for 
surely there is nothing so easy as what one can do 
one's self, nor any thing so heavy as what one must 
ask other people for ; though I do not mean by this, 
that 1 shaft ever be unwilling, when you require it; 
yet shall be much Happier, when it is in my own 
power to show, how smcerely I am my old friend's 
xnost faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 

Mrs. Lloyd is much yours ; but dumber than ever, 
having a violent cold. 

* The deaf housekeeper at lord Berkeley's. H, 
t Coltey Cibbei. H. 
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FROM MR. GAY. 

March 20, 1730-31. 

X THINK it IS above three months since I wrote 
» to you, in partnership with the duchess. About a fort- 
night since I wrote to you from Twickenham, for 
Mr. Pope and myself. He was then disabled from 
writing, by a severe rheumatic pain in his arm ; but 
is pretty well again, and at present in town. Lord 
Oxford, Tord Hathurst, he, and I, dined together 
yesterday at Barnes, with old Jacob Tonson, where 
we drank your health. I am again, by the advice of 
physicians, grown a moderate wine drinker, after an 
abstinence of above two years ; and now look upai^ 
myself as qualified for society as before. 

I formerly sent you a state of the accounts between 
us. Lord Bathurst has this day paid me your prin- 
cipal and interest. The interest amounted to twelve 
pounds, and I want your directions how to dispose of 
^he principal, which must lie dead, till I receive your 
<^rders. I had a scheme of buying two lottery tick- 
ets for you, and keeping your principal entire. And 
as all my good fortune is to come, to show you that I 
consult your advantage,. I will buy two more for my- 
self, and you and I will go halves in the ten thou- 
sand pounds. That there will be a lottery is cer- 
tain : the scheme is not yet declared, but I hear it 
will not be the most advantageous one ; for we are 
to have but three pounds per cent, 

I solicit for no court* favours, 59 that I propose to 
buy the tickets at the market price, « ^vjien they joome 
out, which will not be these two or three months. 
If you do not like to have your money thus disposed 
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of; or if you like to trust to your owti fortune rather 
than to share in mine, let me have your orders ; and , 
at the same time, tell me what I shall do with the 
principal sum. 

I came to town the 7th of Januai-y last, with the 
duke ami duchess, about business, for a fortnight. 
As it depended upon others, we could not get it done 
till now. Next >veek we return to Amesbury, in 
Wiltshire, for the rest of the year ; but the best way 
is always to direct to me at the duke's, in BurIin|ton 
gardens, near Piccadilly. I am ordered by the duchess 
to grow rich in the manner of sir John Cutler* 
I have nothing, at this present writing, but ray 
^ock that was made at Sahsbury, and abobperiwi?. 
I persuade myself that it is shilling weather as sel*' 
com as possible ; and have fou|id out, that there are 
few court visits that are worth a shilling. In short, 
I am very happy in nry present independency. I 
envy no man ; but have the due contempt of volun- 
tary slaves of birth and fortune. I have such a spite 
against you, that I wish you may long for my com- 
pany, as I do for yours. Though you never write 
to me, you cannot make me forget you; so that if it 
is out of friendship you write so seldom to me^ it does 
not answer the purpose. Those who you like should 
remember you, do so whenever I see them. 1 be- 
Keve they do it upon their own account; for I know 
few people who are solicitous to please or flatter me. 
"^he duchess sends you her compliments^ aixd so 
'vould many more> if they knew of my writing to 

you. 
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PROM THE SAME* 

0BAR SIR, April 1I« 17Si. 

X HE fortune of th^ person yoii interest yourself in 
amounts to at present (all debts paid) about three 
thousand four hundred pounds : so that« whatever 
other people thinks I look upon him^ as to fortune, 
to be happy ; that is to say, an independent crea- 
ture. I have been in expectation, post after post, to 
have received your directions about the disposal of 
your money, which lord Bathurst paid into my hands 
some time ago. I left that sum, with 2001. of my 
own, in Mr. Hoare's handsy at my coming out of 
town. If J hear nothing from you, I shall do with 
itjt as I do with my, own. I made you a proposal 
about purchasing lottery tickets, in partnership with 
myselt; that is to say, four tickets between us. 
This can be done with the overplus, with the inte- 
rest money I have received ; but in this I will do no- 
thing till I hear from you, 

I am now got to my residence at Amesbury, get- 
ting health, and saving money. Since I have got 
over the impediment to a writer, of water drinking, 
if I can persuade myself that I have any wit, and 
find I have inclination, I intend to write ; though, 
as yet, I have another impediment : for I have not 
provided myself with a scheme. Ten to one but I 
shall have a propensity to write against vice, and 
who can tell how far that may offend ? But, an au- 
thor should consult' his genius, rather than his inte- 
rest, if he cannot reconcile them. Just before I left 
London, I made a visit to Mrs. Barber. I wish I 
could any wise have contributed to her subscription. 
I have always found myself of no conseauence, and 
am now of less than ever ; but I have tound out a 
way, in one respect, of making myself of more coi • 
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fequence, which is hj considering other people- of 
less. Those who have given me up> I have given 
up ; and in short, I seek after no friendships, but am 
content with what I have in the bouse. And they 
have subscribed, and I proposed it belbre Jo. Tay- 
lor ; who, upon hearing she was a friend of yours, 
offered his subscription, and desired his compliments 
to you. I believe she has given you an account 
that she has some prospect of success from other re- 
commendations to those I know ; and I have not 
been wanting upon all occasions to put in my good 
word, which I fear avails but little. Two days ago 
I received a letter from Djr. Arbutbnot, which gave 
me but a bad account of Mr. Pope's health. I have 
writ to him ; but have not heard from him since J 
came into the country. If you knew the pleasure 
you gave me, you would keep your contract of 
writing more punctually ; and especially you would 
have answered my last letter, as it was about a mo* 
ney affair^ and you have to do with a man of bu« 
siness. 

Your letter was more to the duchess than to me ; 
so I now leave off, to offer her the paper. 

POSTSCRIPT BY THE DUCHESS. 

IT was Mr. Gay's fault that I did not write 
sooner ; which if I had, I should hope you would 
have been here by this time ; for I have to tell you, 
all your articles are agreed to ; and that I only love 
my own way, when I meet not with others whose 
ways I like better. I am in great hopes that I shall 
approve of 'yours ; for, to tellyou the truth, I am at 
present a little tired of my own. I have not 9, clear 
or distinct voice, except when I am angry ; but I 
am a very eood nurse, when people do not fancy 
themselves sick. Mr. Gay knows this; and he 
knows too how to play at backgammon. Whether 
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the parson of the parish can, I know^ not ; but if he 
cannot hold his tongue, I can. Pray set out the first 
iair wind, and stay with us as long as ever yon 
please. I cannot name xny fixed time that I shaQ 
like to maintain you and your equipage ; but, if I 
do not happen to like you, I know I can so far go- 
vern my temper, as to endure you for about five 
days. So come away dfrectiy ; at all hazards, you 
will be allowed a good breathing time. 1 shall make 
no sort of respectful ct>nciusions ; for till I knowyou, 
I cannot tell what I am to j'ou. 

MR. GAY'S POSTSCRIPT. 

The direction is to the duke of Queensberry's, i^ 
Burlington gardens, Piccadillv. Now I have told 
you this, you have no excuse from writing but one, 
'which is coming ; get over your lawsuit, and receive 
your money. 

The duchess adds, " He shall not write a word 
more from Amesbury, in Wiltshire. Your groom 
was mistaken ; for the bouse is big enough, but the 
park is too little.*' 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin, April 13, 1731. 

JL OUR situation is an odd one ; the dudiess is 
your treasurer, and Mr. Pope tells me you are the 
duke's. And I had gone a good way in some versus 
on that occasion, prescribingMessons to direct your 
conduct, in a negative way, not to do so £tnd so, &c. 
like other treasurers ; how to deal with servants, te- 
nants, or neighbouring squires, which I take to be 
Courtiers, parliaments, and princes in alliance, and 
so the parallel goes on, but grows too long to please 
Die : I prov9 that poet» ard the Ettest persons to be 
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treasurers and managers to great persons, from their 

virtue, and contempt of money, &c. Pray, why 

did you not get a new heel to your shoe ? unless you 
would make your court at St. James's by affecting 
to imitate the prince of Lilliput.— But the rest of 
your letter being wholly taken up in a very bad 
character of the duchess, I shall say no more to you, 
but apply myself to her grace. 

MADAM, 

SINCE Mr. Gay affirms that you love to have 
your own way, and since I have the same perfec- 
tion ; I will settle that matter immediately, to prevent 
those ill consequences he apprehends. Your grace 
shall have youf own way, in all places except your 
own house, and the domains about it. There and 
there only, I expect to have mine, so that you have 
all the world to reign in, bating only two or three 
hundred acres, and two or three houses in town or 
country. I will likewise, out of my special grace, 
certain knowledge, and mere motion, i^llow you to 
be in the right against all humankind, except my« 
self, and to be never in the wrong but when you 
differ from me. You shall have a greater privilege 
in the third article of speaking your mind ; which I 
shall graciously allow you now and then to do e\'en 
to myself, and only rebuke you when it does not 
please me. 

Madam, I am now got as far as your grace's let- 
ter, which having not read this fortnight (having 
been out of town, and not daring to trust rayseft 
with the carriage of it) the presumptous manner in 
which you begin had clipped out of my memory. 
But I forgive you to the seventeenth line, where 
you begin to banish me for ever, by demanding me 
to answer all the good character some partial friends 
have given me. Madam, I have lived siicteen years 
in Ireland, with only an intermission of two summers 

V0L,XV|1I. K 
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in England ; and, consequently, am fi% years older 
than I was at the queen's death^ and tifty thousand 
times duller, and nfty millions times more peevish, 
perverse, and morose ; so that under these disad- 
vantaijres I can only pretend to excel all your other 
acquaintance about some twenty bars length. Pray, 
madam, have you a clear voice ? and will you let 
me sit at your left hand at least within three of yoM, 
for of two bad ears, my right is the best? My 
groom tells me that he likes your park, but your 
^ouse is too little. Can the -parson of the parish 
play at backgammon, and hold his tongue ? i;; any 
one of your women a good nurse, if I should fancy 
myself sick for four and twenty hours ? how many 
days will you maintain me and my equipage? When 
these preliminaries are settled, I must be very poor, 
very sick, or dead, or to the last degree unfortunate, 
if I do not attend you at Amesbury. Fpr, I profess, 
you are the first lady that ever I desired to see, 
since the first of August 1714 \ and I have forgot 
the date when that desire grew strong upon me, 
but I know I was not then in £nglaad, else I would 
have gone on foot for that happiness as far as to 
your house in Scotland. But I c^tn soon recollect 
the time, by asking some ladies here the month, the 
day, and the hour when I began to endure their 
company? which, however I uiink was a sign of 
my ill judgment, for I do not perceive they mend in 
any thin^ but envying or admiring your rrace. I dis- 
like nothing in your letter but an anected apology for 
bad writing% bad spelling, and a bad pen ; which 
you pretend Mr. Gay found fault with ; wherein you 
affront Mr. Gay, you affront me, ^nd you affiront 
yourself. F^lse spelling is only excusable in a cham- 
bermaid, for I would not pardon it iu any of your 

* The day on which queen Annc died, -wljcn all his h«pet of 
s^^re pr«f«rqient were lost. N. Digit zed by Gdogle 
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Waiting women. Pray God preserve your grace and 
family^ and give me leave to expect that you will be 
so just to remember me among those who h^ve the 
greatest regard for virtue, gocKlness, prudence^ cou- 
rage and generosity ; after which you must conclude 
that I am with the greatest respect and gratitude, 
madam, your grace's most obedient and most humble 
servant, SfCs 

TO MR. GAY. 

I have just got yours of February 24, with a post- 
script by Mr. rope. I am in great concern for him ; 
I find Mr. Pope dictated to you the first part, and 
with great difficulty some days after added the rest. 
I see his weakness by his hand-writing. How much 
does his philosophy exceed mine ? I could not bear 
to see him : I will write to him soon. 



FHOM LORD BATHURST. 

Jpril 19, 1731. 

1 NEVER designed to have written to you any 
more, because you bantered and abused me so grossly 
in your last. To flatter a man from whom you can 
get nothing, nor expect any thing, is doing mischief 
for mischief sake, and consequently highly immoral. 
However I will not carry my resentments so far, as 
to stand by and see you undone, without giving you 
both notice and advice. Could any man but you 
think of trusting John Gay with his money ? None 
of his friends would ever trust him with his own when- 
ever they could avoid it* He has called in the 200l. 
i had of yours : Ipaid him both- principal and interest. 
I suppose by this time he has lost it.- i give you no^ 
tice, you must look upon it as annihilated. 

Now, as I have considered, your deanery brings 
k2 
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you in little or nothings and that you keep serVdnts 
and horses^ and frequently give'' little neat dinnersj 
which are more expensive than a few splendid en- 
tertainments; beside which, you may be said to water 
your flock with French wine, which altogether must 
consume your substance in a little while; I have 
thought of putting you in a method that you may re- 
trieve your affairs. In the first place, you miist turn 
off all your servants, and sell your horses ; 1" will find 
exercise for yoii. Your whole family must consist of 
only one sound wholesome wench. She will make 
your bed, and warm it ; beside washing your linen, 
and mending it, darning your stockings, SfC. But 
to save all expense in housekeeping, you must con* 
trive some way or other, that she should have milk ; 
and I can assure you, it is the opinion of some of the 
best physician^, that women's milk is the wholesomest 
food in the world. 

Besides, this regimen, take it altogether, will cer* 
tainly temper and cool your blood. You will not be 
such siboutefeu, as you have been ; and be ready, upon 
every trifling occasion, to set a whole kingdom in a 
flame. Haa the drapier been a milksop, poor Wood 
had not sufl^ered so much in his reputation and for- 
tune. It wHl allay that fervour of blood, and quiet 
that hurry of spirits, which breaks out every now and 
then into poetry, and seems to communicate itself to 
others of the chapter. You would not then encou- 
rage Delany and Stopford in their idleness, txit let 
them be as grave as most of their order are with us. 
1 am convinced they will sooner get preferment then, 
than in the way they now are. And I shall not be 
out of hopes of seeing you a bishop in time ; when 
you live in that regular way, which I shall propose. 
In short> in a few years, you may lay up money 
enough to bpy even the bishoprtck of Durham. For, 
if you keep cows instead of horses, in that high 
walled orchard, and cultivate by yourpwn industry 
a kw potatoes in your garden, tlie maid will live well. 
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nAd be able ta sell more butter and cheese^ than will 
answer her wages. You may preach then upon tem- 
perance with a better grace, than now, that you are 
known to consume seven or eight hogsheads of wine 
every year of your life. You will be mild and meek 
in your conversation, and not frighten parliamentmen, 
and keep even lord lieutenants in awe. You will 
then be qualified for that slavery, which the country: 
you live in, and the order you profess, seem to be 
designed for. It will take off that giddiness in your 
head, which has disturbed yourself and others. The 
disputes between sir Arthur* and my lady,^ will for 
the future be confined to prose ; and an old thorn 
may be cut down in peace, and warm the parlour 
chimney, without heating the heads of poor innocent 
people,^ and turning their brains. 

You ought to remember what St. Austin says,, 
Poesis eii vinum damanum. Consider the life you now 
lead : you warm all that come near you with your 
wine and conversation ; and the rest of tlie worlds 
with your pen dipped deep in St. Austin's vinm* 
dxemonum, ' 

So far for your soul's health. Now, as to the 
health of your body : I must inform you, thafc part 
of what I prescribe to you, is the same which^ oivr 

freat friar Bacon prescribed to the pope who lived in 
is days. Read his Cure of old age, and Preserva- 
tion of youth, chapter the 12th. You used to say, 
that you found benefit from riding. The French, an 
ingenious people, used the word chevaucher, instead 
of monter ^ cheval, and they look upon it as the same 
thing in effect. 

* Sir Arthur Achesoo, at whose seat, in a village called Mar- 
ket hill in Ireland, the Dean sometimes made a long visit. The 
dispute Between sir Arthur and my lady, here alluded to^ is whe* 
ther HamSlton's bawn should be turned into a barrack, or a malt-' 
house > The Old Thorn, is that cut down at Market hill, the sub- 
ject of a little poeta wriutn by Swkt. See V»l. XI. ri.* 
K 3 o 
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Now, if you will go on after this, jn your old 
ways, and ruin your health, your fortune, and your 
reputation, it is no fault of mine. I have pointed 
out tiie road which will lead you to riches and pre* 
ferment ; and that you may have no excuse from en- 
tering into this new' course of life, upon pretence of 
doubting whether you can get a person properly qua- 
lified to feed you, and compose your new family, I 
will recommend you to John Gay, who is much bet- 
ter qualified to bring increase from a woman, than 
from a sum of money. But if he should be lazy, 
(and he is so fat, that there is some reason to doubt 
him) I will without fail supply you myself, that you 
may be under no disappointments. Bracton says, 
Confunctio maris et fasmina est jure naturas. Vide 
Coke upon Litdeton. Calvin's case, 1st vol. Re- 
ports. 

This I send you from my closet at Richkings*, 
where I am at leisure to attend serious affairs ; but 
when one is in town, there are so many things to 
laugh at, that it is very difficult to compose one's 
tiioughts, even long enough to write a letter of ad- 
vice to a friend. If I see any man serious in that 
crowd, I look upon hin^ for a very dull or designing 
fellow. By the by, I am of opinion, that folly and 
cunning are nearer allied than people are aware of. 
If a fool runs out his fortune, and is undone, we say, 
the poor man has been outwitted. Is it not as rea- 
sonable to say of a cunning rascal, who has lived mi- 
serably, and died hated and despised, to leave a great 
fortune behind him> that he has outwitted himself? 
In short, to be serious about those trifles, which the 
majority of mankind think of conseauence, seems to 
me to denote folly ; and to trifle with those things 
which ihey generally treat ludicrously, may denote 
knavery. I have observed that in comedy, the best 

« A Mat of hif tordship'i, ia Buckinghamshire. 6« 
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actor plays the part of the droU, while some scrub 
rogue is made the hero, or fine gentleman., So, in 
this farce of life ; wise men pass their time in mirth, 
while fools only are serious. Adieu. Continue to 
be merry and -wise ; but never turn serious, or cun- 
ning. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Jmesbury, April 27, 1731. 

Yours without a date I received two days afler 
my return to this place from London, where I stayed 
only four days. I saw Mr. Popcj^ who is much bet* 
ter: I dined with him at lord Oxford's; who never 
fails drinking your health, and is always very inqdi* 
sitive after every thing that concerns you. Mr. 
Pulteney had received your letter, and seemicd very 
much pieased with it ; and I thought you verv much 
too in the good graces of the lady. Sir William 
Wyndham, who you will by this time have heard 
has buried lady Catharine, was at Dawley in great 
affliction. Dr. Arbuthnot I found in good health and 
spirits. Hia neighbour Mr. Lev^s was gone to Bath. 
Mrs. Patty Blount I saw two or three times ; who 
will be very much pleased when she knows you so 
kindly remember her. I am afraid Mrs. Howard will 
not be so well satisfied with thecompliments you send 
her. I breakfasted twice with her at Mrs. Blount's, and 
she told me, that her indisposition had prevented her 
answering your letter. . This she desired me to telt 
you, that she would write to you soon ; and she de^ 
sires you wiU accept of her complimenU in the mean 
time by me. You should cofisider circumstances be* 
lore you censure. It will be too long for a letter to 
make her apology ; but when I see you, I shaUcon* 
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quainted with persons of great names and titles, 
whereby you confess, that you take it for an honour ; 
which a proud man never does : and besides, you run 
the hazard of not being believed. You went abroad, 
and strove to engage yourself in a desperate cause, 
very much to the damage of your fortune, and might 
have been to the danger of your life, if there had not 
been, as it were, a combination of some, who would 
not give credit to the account you gave of your trans« 
actions ; and of others, who, either really, or fH'etend- 
ing to believe ^fcu, have ^iven you out as a dangerous 
person ; of which last notion I oncc^ hinted something 
to you : because, if what you repieatedof yourse& 
were true, it was necessary that you had either made 
- your peace, or must have been prosecuted for high 
treason. The reputation (if there be any) of having 
been acquainted with princes,, and other great per-* 
sons, arises from its being generally known to others, 
but never once mentioned by ourselves, if it can pos- 
sibly be avoided. I say this perfectly for your service ; 
because a universal opinion, among those who know 
or have heard of you, that you have always practised 
a direct contrary proceeding, has done vou more 
hurt, than your natural understanding, leu. to itself^ 
could ever have brought upon you. The world will 
never allow any man that character which he gives to 
himself, by openly confessing it to those with whom 
he converses. Wit, learning, valour, great acquaint- 
ance, the esteem oif good men, ivHl be known, al- 
though we should endeavour to conceal them, how- 
ever tb^y may pass unrewarded : but, I doubt, our 
own bare assertions, upom any of those points, will 
very little avail, except in tempting the hearers to 
judge directly contrary to what we advance. There- 
fore, at this season ofyour life, I should be ^lad you 
would act after the common custom of mankmd, and 
have done with thoughts of courts, of ladies, of lords^ 
of politics, and all dreams of being important in ^e 
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world. I am glad your, country life has taught you 
Latin, of which you were altogether ignorant when 
I knew you first ; and I am astonished now you came 
to recover it. Your new friend Horace will teach 
you many lessons agreeable to what I have said^ for 
which I could refer to a dozen passages in a few mi- 
nutes. I should be glad to see the house wholly 
swept of these cobwebs ; and that you would take 
an oath, never to mention a prince or princess, a fo- 
reign or domestic lord, an mtrigue of state or o^ 
Jove ; but suit yourself to the climate and company 
where your prudence will be to pass the rest of your 
life. It is not a farthing matter to you what is doing 
in Europe, more than to every alderman who reads . 
the news in a coffee->house. If you could resolve to 
act thus, your understanding is good enough to qua- 
lify you for any conversation in this kingdom. Fa- 
milies will receive you without fear or restraint ; nor 
watch to he^r you talk in the grand style, laugh when 
you are gone, and tell it to all their acquamtance. 
It is a happiness that this quality may, by a man of 
sense, be as easily shaken off as it is acquired, especially 
when he has no proper claim to it : for you were not 
bred to be a man ot business ; you never were called 
to any employments at courts ; but destined to be a pri- 
vate gentleman, to entertain yourself with country 
business and country acquaintance ; or, at best, with 
books of amusement in your own language. It is an 
uncontrolled truth, that no- man ever made an ill 
figure who understood his own talents, ooragood 
o&« who mistook them. I am, ^c. 
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FROM LADY PETTY QERMAIN. 

Junes, 1731. 

I FANCY you have comforted yourself a long time 
with the hopes of hearing no more from me ; but 
you may return your thanks to a downright fit of the 
gout in my foot« and as i)ainful a rheumatism that 
K>llowed immediately after in my armj which bound 
me to my good behaviour. So you may perceive I 
should make a sad nurse to Mr. Pope, who finds the 
effects of age and ja crazy carcase already. How- 
ever, if it is true >vhat I am informed, that you are 
coming here soon, I expect you should bring us to* 
ffether ; and if he will bear me with patience, I sb^ll 
near him ^th pleasure, 

I do not know what number of chaplains the duke 
of Dorset intends to carry over ; but as yet, I have 
heard of but one that he has sent, and he as worthy, 
honest, sensible a man as any 1 know, Mr. Brandreth, 
who, I believe, was recommended to your acquaint* 
«nce. I have not been in a way of seeing Mrs. Bar« 
h&t this great while ; but I hear (and I hope it is so) 
that she goes on in her subscription very well ; nor 
ha$ the lady she so much feareo done he^ an j harm, 
if she endeavoured it, which is more than I know thaL 
she did. 1 believe you will find by my writing, that 
it is not quite easy to me, so I will neither tease you, 
ipor trouble myself longer, who am most sincerely 
your &ithful humbly servant^ 

E. GERMAJN, 



d by Google 



LBtTB&S TO AN0 FROM'DR. SWIFT. 10# 



A COUNTERFEIT LETTER TO THE 
QUEEN*. 

kADAMj Dublin, June 22, ITSU 

1 HAVE had the honour to tell your majesty, oil 
another occasion, that provinces labour under one 
mighty misfortune, which is, in a great measure, th^ 
cause of all the rest; and that is„ that they are for 
the most part far removed from t(ie prince's ey^ ; 
and, of consequence, from the influence both of his 
wisdom and goodness. This is the case of Ireland 
beyond expression ! 

There is not one mortal here, who is not well sa- 
tisfied of your majesty's good intentions to all your 
people: and yet your subjects of this isle are so fit 
froin sharing the effects of your good dispositions, ift 
any equitabTe degree ; are so far from enjoying all 
the good to which they are entitled from your majesty's 
most gracious inclinations ; that they often find great 
difficulty how to enjoy even the relief of complaint. 

To omit a thousand other instances, there is one 
person of Irish birth, eminent for genius and merit 
-of many kinds, an honour to her country, and te 
her sex : I will be bold to say, not 1q^ so in her 
sphere than your majesty in yours. And yet all talents 
and virtues have not yet been able to influence any 
one person about your majesty^ so &r as to introduce 
her mto your least notice. As I am your majesty's 
most dutiful and loyal subject, it is a debt I owe your 
majesty to acquaint you, that Mrs. Barber, the best 
female poet ot this or perhaps ^f anv age, is now in 
your majesty's capital , known to lady Hertford, lady 

* Thus endorsed by Dr. Swift : *' Count^rfiat letter from me 
to the Queen, sfet to me. by Mr. Pope ; dated June 22, 1731 1 
received Jnly 19, 1^31 ; «»vetoby thecomuess «tf SuflE^/* S«6 
X Itittt frofa the OaattMSy ^^M SspL V, 1731. M. o 
VOL. JCTUXf li 
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Torrington, lad^ Walpole, &c. ; a woman whose 
genius is honoured by every man of genius in 
this kingdom, and either honoured or envied by every 
man of genius in England. 

Your majesty is justly reverenced for those great 
abilities with which -God liath blessed you ; for your 
regard to learning, and your zeal for true religion. 
Complete your character^ by your regard to persons 
of genius ; especially those, who make the greatness 
of their talents, after your majesty'^j example, sub- 
servient to the good of mankind and the glory of 
God ; which is most remarkably Mrs. Barber's case 
and character. 

Give me leave to tell you, -madam, that every 
subject of understanding and virtue, throughout 
your dominions, is appointed by Providence of your 
council. And this, madam, is an open and an ho* 
nest apology tor this trouble ; or, to speak more pro- 
perly, ior ttiis dutiful information. It is your true in- 
terest, that all your subjects should see that merit is 
regarded by you m one instance ; or rather, that it 
h not disregarded in any instance. Let them daily 
bless God for every gift of wisdom and goodness be- 
stowed upon you, and pr^y incessantly ibr the long 
contin^a;lce oi' them ; as doth 
Your majesty's 
most dutiful and 
loyal subject and servant, 
JONATH. SWIFT. 



TO MR. GAY. 



Duhlin/J[tmei29, 175^. 
Ever since I received your letter, 1 have befcn 
upon a balance about going to England, pnd- land- 
ing at Bristol;; to pass a^mo^ i|t^me$bury, as tlie 
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duehes$ has given me leave. But many difficulties 
have interfered: first, I thought I had done with 
my lawsuit, and so did atl my lawyers, hut my ad- 
versary, after being in appearance a protestant these 
twenty years, has declared he was always a papist, 
and consequently by the law here, cannot buy nor 
(1 think) sell ; so that I am at sea again^ for almost 
all 1 am worth. But I have still a worse evil ; for . 
the giddiness I was subject to, instead of coming 
seldom and violent, now constantly attends me more 
or less, though in a more peaceable manner, yet such 
as will not qualify me to live among the young and 
healthy : and the duchess, in all her youth, spirit, 
and grandeur, will make a very ill nurse ; and her 
women not much better. Valetudinarians must live 
where they can command, and scold ; I must have 
horses to ride. I must go to bed and rise when I 
please, and live where all mortals are subservient to 
me. I mu^t talk nonsense when I please, and all 
who are present must commend it. I must ride thrice 
a week, and walk three or four miles beside, every 
day. 

I always told you Mr. '■ . ■ was good for nothing 
but to be a rank courtier. I care not whether he 
ever writes to me or no. ^ He and you" may tell this 
to the duchess, and I hate to see you so charitable, 
and such a cully ; and yet I love you for it, because 
I am one myself. 

You are the silliest lover in Christendom : If yott 
like Mrs. — — , why do you notj command her to 
take you ? if she does not, she h not worth pursu- 
ing ; you do her too much honour ; she has neither 
sense nor taste, if she dares to refuse you, though 
she had ten thousand pounds. I do not remember to 
have told you of thanks that you have not given, nor 
do I understand your meaning, and I am sure I had 
neyier the least thoughts of any myself. . II I am 
your friend, it is for my own reputation, and from a 
L $ 
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princyile of sel^ove ; and I do sometimes rqiroich 
you ibr not honouring me by leUing the world know 
we are friends. 

1 see very well how matters go with the duchess in 
regard to me. I heard her say *, " Mn Gay, fill 
your letter to the dean# that there may be no room 
fer me, the frolick is gone hr enough^ I have writ 
thrice, I will do no more ; if the man has a mind to 
con^e, let him come ; . what a clutter is here ? posi* 
tively I will not write a ^syllable more.'' She is an 
ijngrateRil duchess considering how many adorers I 
have procured her here, over and above the thou- 
sands she had before.-^! cannotallow you rich enoMgh 
till you are worth seven thousand pounds, which 
will bring you three hundred p^r atumm, and this will 
maintain youj with the perquisite «f spungtnr while 
you are young, and when you are old wHT afford 
you a pint of port at night, two servants, and mi old 
maid, a little garden, and pen and ink— ^provided 
you live in the country. — Have you no scheme either 
in verse or prose ? The duchess should keep you at 
hard meat, and by that means force you to write ; 
and so I have done with you. 

MAPAM, 

SiNcv I began to grow old, I havo found all ladies 
become inooi^stant, without any reproach from their 
conscience. If I wait on you, I dedare that one of 
y/our women (which ever it is tliat has designs, upon 
a chaplain) must be my nurse, if I happen to be sick 
or peevish at your bouse ! and in thaJk case you must 
suspend your domineering claim till I recover. Your 

^ There is exquisite humour and pleas^intry iu the aflfected 
bluntness of this letter, andihe elegaat conipliments pajdupder 
the appearance of rudeness. Voiture has nothing more delicate. 
Waller's ^o Sacharissa on her marriage, is in the same strain, and 
is a nuster-piece of panegyric under the appearance of satire. 

Digitized by Vj<- * 
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omitting the usual appendix to Mr. Gay's letters has 
done me infinite mi^ichief here ; for while you conti- 
nued them, you would wonder how civil the ladies 
here were to me, and how much they have altered 
since. I dare not confers that I have descended so 
low as to write to your grace, after the abominable 
neglect you have been guilty of; for if they but sus- 
pected it, I should lose them alt. One of them, who 
had but an inklin of the matter (your grace will 
hardly believe it) refiised to beg my pardon upon her 
knees, for once neglecting to make my rice-milk.' 
Pray, consider this, and do your duty, or di^ead the 
consequence. 1 promise you shall have )'0ur will six 
minutes every hour at Amesbury, and seven in Lon- 
don, while I am in health : but if I happen to be 
side, I must govern to a second. Yet properly speak- 
ing, there is no man alive with so much, truth and 
respect your grace's most obedient and devoted 
servant. 



FROJSiTHE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY 
AND MR, GAY. 



THE DUCHESS. 

July is/ 17 M. 

JlOU are my dear friend, lam sure, for you ate 
liard.to be found; tliab you are so, is certainly owing 
%o. some evil genius. For, if you .say truej this is 
the very propere^t place you can repair to There 
is -not a head here upon any of our shoulders, that is 
not, at sometimes, worse than yours can possibly- be 
at the worst ; and not one to compare with yours 
when at best, except your friends are your sworn 
liars. So in one- respect al least, you will find things 
L 3 
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jjl»t ftf tbey eduld be wished. It is^tftber necessarf 
to assure yoa, that the duchess is neither he^dtby-nor 
young ; she lives in all the spirits she can ; and widi 
8is 11 (tie grandeur as she can possibly. She too^ as 
well as you* can scold, and command; but she can 
be silent, and ehey, if she pleases ; and th«i ftnr a 
good nurse, it U out of dispute, that^he must prove 
9n excellent one» who has been soescpecienced in the 
in^mities of othen> and of her own. As for talk* 
ing nonsense^ provided you do it on purpose, she has 
no objection : there is some sense in nonsense, when 
it does not come by chance. In short, I am very 
sure, that she ha^ set her heart npon seeing you at 
this place. Here are women enough to attend yoa, 
jf you should happen not to approve of her. She has 
not one fine lady belonging to her, or her house. 
She is impatient to be governed, and is cheeHuUy 
determined, that you shall quietly enjoy your own 
i/viU and pleasure as long as ever you please. 

MR. GAY. 

You shall ride, you shall walk, and she will be 
glad to follow your example : and this will be doins 
good at the same time to her and yourself. I had 
not heard from you so long, that I was in fears about 
Ton, and in the utmost impatience for a letter. 1 
nad flattered myself, your lawsuit was at an end, and 
that your own money was in your own pocket ; and 
about a month ago, I was ^very day expecting a sum- 
mons to Bristol. Your money is either getting or lo- 
sing something; for 1 have placed it in the funds. 
For I am grown so much a man of business, that is 
to say, so covetous, that I cannot bear to let a sum of 
money lie idle. Your friend Mrs. Howard is now 
countess of Suffolk. I aih still so much a dupe, that 
I think you mistake her. Come to Amesbury, and 
you and I will dispute this matter ; and the duchess 



LITTBIS TO AJiD r&OM D]l*3WIFT. 115 

«h41 be judge. But I fancy yaa will object against 
her ; for I will be so fair ^ you^ as to own ; that I 
think she is of my side: but, in shorty you shall 
choose any impartial referee you please. I have 
heard from her ; Mr. Pope^ has seen hfer ; I beg you 
would suspend your judgment till we talk ovec this 
ailair together; for, I fancy, by your letter, you 
have neither heard from her, or seen her; so that you 
cannot at present be as good a iudge as we are. I 
will be a dupe for you at any time ( therefore I beg* 
it of yQu, that you would let me be a dupe in quiet. 
As you have had several attacks of the giddiness, 
you at present complain of, and that it has formerly* 
lefl vou, I will hope, that at this instant you are 
perfectly well ; though my fears were so very great, 
before I received your letter, that I may prcmably 
flatter myself, and think you better than you are. 
As to my being a manager for the duke, you have 
been misinformed. Upon the discharge of an un« 
just steward, he took the administration into his own 
hands. I own, I was called in to his assistance, 
when the state of affairs was in the greatest conf^ision. 
Like an ancient Roman, I came, put my helping 
hand to set a^airs right, and as soon as it was done, 
I am retired again as a private man. 

THE DUCHESS. 

What you imagined you heard her say, was a 
good deal in her style: it was a thousand to one* she 
had said so ; but I must do her the justice to ^y, 
that she did not, either in thought or word. I am 
sure she wants to be better acquainted witlryou; for 
which she has found out ten thousand, reasons, that 
we will t^ll you, if you will come. 

MR, GAY. 

DiaifizedbvGoOQle 

By your letter, I cannot giiess whether we are 
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likely to see you or not. Wtty might not the Ames* 
bury downs make you better? 

THE DUCHESS. 

DEAR SIRf 

MrI Gay tells me, I mast Write upon his line for 
fear of taking up too much room. • It was his fault 
that P omitted my duty in his last letter, for he never 
told me one word ol" writing to you, till he had sent 
away his letter. However, as a mark of my great 
humility, I shall be ready and glad to ^^k your pardon 
upon my knees, as soon as ever you come ; though 
not in fsLuh. I own this is a little mean spirited; 
which I hope will not make a bad impression, con- 
sidering you are the occasion. I submit to all your 
conditions ; so pray, come ; for, I have not only pro- 
mised myself, but Mr. Gay also, the satisfaction to 
hear you talk as much nonsense as you can possibly 
utter. 

MR. GAY. 

You vyill read in the Gazette of a friend of yours, 
who has lately had the dignity of being disgraced*: 
. for he, and every body, except dye or six, look upon 
it in the same light. I know, were you here, you 
would congratulate him upon it. I paid the twelve 
pounds to Mrs. Lancelot, for the uses you directed. 
I have no schenie at present, either to raise my fame 
or fortune. I daily reproach myself for my idleness. 
You know one cannot write when one will. I think 
and reject: one day or other, perhaps, I may think 
on something that may engage me to write. You and 
I are alike in one particular, I wish to be so in many; 

* William Pulteney, esq. who, July, 1731, was, by order 
of king George II. struck.out of the list of the privy council, and 
put out of all the conunUsioiis of the peace. B. 
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I mean, that we hate to'write upon otlier .folks hints. 
I love to have m^ own scheme, and to treat it in mv 
own w^y. This, perhaps, may be taking too much 
upon myself, and I may make a bad choice; but I 
can always enter into a scheme of my own with more 
ease and pleasure, than into that ol any other body. 
I long to see you; I long; to hear fr6m jrou; I wish 
you health ; I wish you happiness ; and I should be 
very happy myself to be witness that you enjoyed 
my wishes. 



TO MR. POPE. 

DEAR SIR, July 20, 1731* 

1 WRIT you a long letter not many days ago, which 
th^e£are Qid not arrive until after your last that I 
received yesterday, with the enclosed firom me to 
the queen. You hinted something of this in a for- 
mer letter : I will tell you sincerel v how the afiair 
stands. I never was at Mrs. Baroer's house in my 
life, except once that I chanced to pass by her shop, 
was desired to walk in, Rnd went no farther, nor staid 
tiu-ee minutes. Dr. DeJany has beei) long her pro- 
tector ; and he, being many years my acquaintance, 
desired my good offices for her, and Drought her se3- 
ver^. times to the deanery. I knew she was poeti«> 
cally given, and, for a woman, had a sort of genius 
that way. She appeared very modest and pious, and 
1 believe was sincere; aad wholly turned to poetry. 
I did conceive her journey to England wa3 on the 
score of her trade, being a woollendraper, until 
Dr. Djelany said, she had a design of printing her 
poems by subscription, and desired I would befriend 
her: which I did, chiefly by your means ;. the doctor 
still urging me on: upon whose request I writ to 



118 , LETTERS TO AND PROM DR. SWIFT. 

her two or, three times, because she thought that mj 
countenancing her might be of Ui^e. Lord Carteret 
very much befriended her, and she seems, to have 
made her way not ill. As for those three letters 
you mention, supposed all to be written by me to 
the queen, on Mrs. Barber^s account, e<;pecially the 
letter which bears my name; I can only say, that 
the apprehensions one may be apt to have of a 
friend's doing a foolii^h thing, is an effect of kind- 
ness : and God knows who is free from playing the 
fool some time or other. But in such a degree as to 
write to the queen, who has used me ill without any 
cause, and to write in such a manner as the letter you 
sent me, and in such a style, and to have so much 
zeal for one almost a stranger, and to make such a 
description of a woman as to prefer her before all 
mankind ; and to instance it as one of the greatest 
grievances of Ireland, that her majesty has not en- 
couraged Mrs. Barber, a woollendraper's wife de- 
clinea in the world, because she has a. knack at 
versifying ; was to suppose, or fear, a folly so tran- 
Fcendeni, that no man could be guilty of, who vi'as 
not fit for Bedlam. You know the letter you sent 
enclosed is not my hand; and why I should dis- 
guise, and yet sign my name, should seem unac- 
countable : espocialty when I am taught, and have 
reason to believe, that I am under the queen's dis« 
plea<iure on many accounts, and one very late, for 
having fixed up a stone oyer the burying place of 
the ciuke of Schomberg, in my cathedral: which, 
however, I was assured by a worthy person, who so- 
licited that affair last summer with some relations of 
the duke* " That her majesty, on hearing the mat- 
" ter, said they ought to erect a monument." Yet 
i am told assuredly, that the king not long ago, on 
the representation and complaint of the Prussian en- 
voy (with a hard name) who has married a grand- 
daughter of the duke, said publickly in the drawing- 
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room, " That I had put up that stone out of malice^ 
" to raise a quarrel between his majesty and the king 
" of Prussia." This perhaps may be I'alse, because 
it is absurd : for I thought it was a whiggi^h action 
'to honour duke Schomoerg, who was so instrumental 
in the revolution, and was stadtholder of Prussia, 
and otherwise in the service of that electorate, 
which is now a kingdom. You will observe the 
letter sent me concluded, '* Your majesty's loyal 
" subject;" which is absolutely absurd; for we aVe 
only subjects to the king, and so is her maje^y her* 
selt. I have had the happiness to be known to you 
above twenty years ; and I appeal, whether you have 
known me to exceed the common indiscretions of 
mankind ; or that, when 1 conceived myself to have 
been so very ill used by her majesty, whom I never 
attended but on her own commands, I should turn 
solicitor to her for Mrs. Barber ? If the queen had 
not an inclination to think ill of me, she knows me 
too well to believe in her own heart that I should be 
such a coxcomb. I am pushed on by that unjust 
suspicion to, give up so much of my discretion, as to 
write next post to my lady Suffolk on this occasion, 
and to desire she will show what 1 write to the queen ; 
although I have. as much reason to complain of her, 
JLS of her majesty, upon the score of her pride and 
negligence, which make her fitter to be an Irish 
lady than an English one. You told me, " she 
" complained that I did not write t<> her ;" when I 
did, upon your advice, and a letter that required an 
answer, she wanted the civility to acquit herself. I 
shall not be less in the favour of God, or •the esteem 
of my friends, for either of their majesties hard 
thoughts, which they only take up from misrepre- 
sentations» The first time I saw the queen, 1 took 
occasion, upon the subject of Mr. Gay, to complain 
of that very treatment which innocent persons often 
receive from princes and great ministers, tha^ they 
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too easily receive bad impressions; and although 
they are demonstrably convinced that those impres- 
sions had no grounds, yet they will never shake 
them off. This I said upon sir Robert Walpole's 
treatment of Mr. Gay about a libel ; and the queen 
• fell entirely in with me, yet now fails into the same 
error. As to the letterf ♦•^ ********* 
* * ♦ * of accidents^ and out of perfect commise- 
ration^ ifC. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK. 

MADAM, July 2^, 1731. 

I GIVE you joy of your new, title, and of the con- 
sequences it may have, or hath had» on your rising 
at court, whereof I know nothing but by common 
fame: for, you remember how I prophesied of your 
behaviour, when you should come to be a great 
lady, at the time I drew ^your character; and hope 
you have kept it. I writ to you some time ago, by 
the advice of Mr. Pope: I writ to you civilly ; but 
you did riot answer my letter, although you were not 
then a countess^ and if you were, vour neglect was 
so much the worse; for, your title has not increased 
your value with me; and your conduct must be very 
^ood, if it will not lessen you. Neither should you 
have heard from me now, if it were not on a par- 
ticular occasion. X find, from several instances^ that 
I am under the queen's displeasure; and as it is 
usual among princes, without any manner of reason. 
I am told, there were three letters sent to her majesty 
in relation to one Mrs. Barbern who is pow in Lon- 

* Here the paper is accidentally torn. There teem, to be want- 
nig eight small quarto lines, which conclude with those few wordJ ' 
on the back of tb« page which feUow the asteri^S. H» 
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don, and soliciting for a subscription to her poetns. 
It seeins> the queen thinks that these letters w^re 
written by me ; and I scorn to defend myself even 
to her majesty, grounding my scorn upon the opi- 
nion I had of her justice, her taste, and good sense ; 
especially when the last of those letters, whereof I 
have just received the original from Mr. Pope *, was 
signed with my name: and why I should disguise 
my hand^ which you know very well, and, yet write 
my name, is both ridiculous and unaccountable. 
Last post, I wrote my whole sentiments on the mat- 
ter to Mr. Pope ; who tells me, " that you and he 
" vindicated me on all the three letters ;" which, 
indeed, was but bare justice in you both, for he is 
my old friend, and you are in my debt on account 
of the esteem I had for you. I desire vou would 
ask the queen, '* Whetner, since the time I had 
the honour to be known to her, I ever did one 
single action, or said one single word, to disoblige 
ker?" I never asked her for any thing: and you 
well know, that when I had an mtention to go to 
France, about the time that the late king died, I 
desired your opinion (not as you were a courtier) 
whether I should go or not ; and that you absolutely 
forbid me, as a thing that would look disaffected, 
and for other reasons, wherein I confess I was your 
^upeaswell as somebody's else: and, for want of 
that journey, I fell sick, and was forced to return 
hither to my unenvied home. I hear the queen has 
hlamed me for putting a stone, with a Latin inscrip- 
tion, over the duke of Schomberg*s burying place m 
^y cathedral; and that the king said puUickly, I 
'I had done it in malice, to create a quarrel between 
" him and the king of Prussia/' But the public 
Points, as well as the thing itself, will vindicate me: 
^nd the hand the duke, had in the revolution made 
J * See before, June 22, 17315 and SCC hereafter, Sept, 25»^ 

_, ^ ' Digitized by LjOOQIC 

^OL. xvrn. M ^ 
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bim deserve the best monument. Neither could the 
king of Prussia justly take it ill, who must needs 
have heard that ttie duke was in the service of Pros* 
sia« and stadtiiolder of it, as I have seen in his tides. 
The first time I saw tlie queen, I talked to her 
largely upon the conduct of princes and great mi- 
nisters, it was on a particular occasion: " That 
whqn they receive an ill account of any person, 
although I hey afterward have the greatest demon- 
stration of the falsehood, yet, will they never be 
r«COnciled :'^ And although the queen fell in with 
me upon the hardship of such a proceeding, yet now 
she treats me exactly in the same manner. I have 
faults enough, but never was guilty of any either to 
her majesty or to you ; and as little to the king, 
whom I never saw, but when 1 had the honour to 
kiss his hand. I am sensible that I owe a great 
deal of this usage to sir Robert Walpole; whom 
yet I never offended, although he was pleased to 
quarrel with me very unjustly : for which, I showed 
not the least resentment (whatever I might have in 
my heart) nor was ever a partaker with those who 
have been battling with him for some years past. 
I am contented that the queen should see this letter; 
and would pleaf^e to consider how severe a cen:>are 
it is to believe I should write three to her, only to 
find fault with her ministry, and recommend Mrs. 
Barber : whom I never knew until she was recom- 
mended to me by ft worthy friend, to help her to 
subscribers, which by her writings I thought she 
deserved. Her majesty gave me leave, and even 
commanded me, above five years afi[o, if I lived until 
she was queen, to write to heron behalf of Ireland^ 
for the miseries of this kingdom she appeared then 
to be much concerned. I desired the friend who 
introduced me to be a witness of her majesty's pro- 
mise. Yet that liberty I never took, although I had 
too many occasions; and is it not wonderful, that I 
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should be suspected of writing to her in such a style, 
in such a counterfeit hand, and my name subscribed, 
upon a perfect trifle, at the same time that I well 
knew myself to be very much out of her majesty's 
good graces ? I am, perhaps, not so very much awed 
with majesty as others; having known courts more 
or less from my early youth. And I have more than 
once told the queen, '* That I did not regard her 
*' station half so much, as the good understanding I 
" heard and found to be in her :" neither did I evejf 
once see the late king, although her majesty was 
pleased to chide me on that account, for my singula- 
rity. Id this I am a good whig, by thinking it suf« 
ficient to be a dutiful subject, without any personal 
regard for princes, farther than as their virtues de- 
serve; and upon that score, had a most particular 
respect for the queen, your mistress. One who asks 
nothing may talk with freedom; and that is my case. 
I have not said half that was in my heart, but I will 
have done: and. remembering that you are a coun- 
tess, wilt borrow so much ceremony as to rexhain, 
with great respect. Madam, 

Your ladyship's most obedient 

aiKl most humble servant. 



FROM LORD BOLING BROKE. 

August 2, 1731. 

I AM indebted to you, my reverend Dean, for* a 
letter of a very old date: the expectation of seeing 
you from week to week, which our friend Gay 
matde me entertain, hindered me from writing to 
you a good while; and I have since deferred it by 
waiting an opportunity of sending my letter by a 
safe hand. That opportunity presents itself at fast, 
m2 
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and Mr. Echtin.will put this letter into your hands. 
You w31 hear from him, and from others^ of the 

feneral state of things in this' country^ into which 
returned, and where I am confined for my sins. 
If I entertained the notion, which by the way I be^ 
iieve to be much older than popery, or even than 
Christianity, of making up an account with Heaven> 
and demanding the balance in bliss, or paying it by 
good works ax^ sufferings of my own, and by the 
merits and sufierings of others^ I should imagine 
|hat I had expiated all the faults of my life, one way 
or other, since my return into England. One of the 
circumstances ot my situation, which has afHicted 
me BM>st, and which afflicts me still so, is the abso- 
lute inutility I am of to those whom I should be the 
best pleased to serve. Success in serving my friends 
would make me amends for the want of it in dis* 
serving my enemies. It is intolerable to want it ill 
both, and yet both ^ together generally. 

I have had two or three projects on foot for mak- 
ing such an establishment here as might tempt you 
to quit Ireland. One of them would nave succeed/- 
ed, and v\c;ottld have been agreeable in every respect, 
if engagements to my lady's kinsman (who did not, 
I suppose, deserve to be your clerk) had not pre- 
vent^ it. Another of them cannot take place, with- 
out the consent of those, who would rather have you 
a Pean in Ireland, than a parish priest in England; 
and who are glad to keep you, where your sincere 
friend, my late lord Oxford, sent you. A third was 
whoily in our power; but When I inquired exactly 
in to tne value, I found it loss than i had believed; 
the distance from tliese parts was great ; and beside 
all this, an unexpected and groundless dispute about 
the right of presentation (but still such a dispute as 
Ujc law must determine) had arisen. You will please 
to believe, that I mention tiiese things for no other 
reason than. to sliow you, Ik)w mucli thosfc friends 
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deserve you should make them a visit at least, who 
are so desirous to settle you among them. I hope 
their endeavoursbwill not. be always unsuccessful. 

I received/ some time ago, a letter from Dr. De- 
lany ; and very lately Mr. I'ope sent me some sheets^ 
which seem to contain the substance of two sermons 
of that, gentleman's. The philosophia prima is above 
my reach, and especially when it attempts to prove, 
that God has done, or does so and so, by attempt- 
ing to prove, that doing so and so is essential to his 
attributes, or necessary • to his design; and that th0 
not doing, so and so, would be inconsistent with th^ 
former, or repugnant to., the latter. I content my« 
self to contemplate what I am sure he has done, and 
to adore him tor it in humble silence. . I can de- 
monstrate, that every cavil, which has been brought 
against the great system of the world, physical and 
moral, from the days of Democritus and Epicurus to 
this day, is absurd; but I dare not pronounce why 
things are made as they are, state the ends of infinite 
wisoom, and shew the proportion of the means*. 
. Dr. Delany, in his letter to me, mentioned some 
errors, in the critical parts of learning, which he 
hoped he had corrected, by showing the mistakes* 
particularly of sir John Marsham, on whose autho- 
rity those errors were built. Whether I can be of 
use to him even in tliis part, I know not; for, hav- 
ing fixed my opinion long agp concerning all ancient 
history and chronology, by a careful examination 
into the first principles of them, I have ever since 
laid that study totally aside. I confess, in the letter 

* Yet this appears to have b^en the attempt of Mr. Pope, in 
bis ** Essay on Man," in which he professes to have'adopted 
Lord Botingbroke's principles, 

" Thou wert my guide, philosopher, and friend ;" 

and which lord Bolingbroke, in a subsequerit pait of this letter, 

says, was undertaken ai his instigation; approving at the same tim« 

«f the first three books, which he had seen and considered. H, 

M 3 o 
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I writ lately to the doctor, notwithstanding my gceal 
respect for sir John Marsham, that hifr authority is- 
often precarious, because he lean*^ often <mi otW 
authorities, which are so. But to you I will confess 
a little more: I think, hay, I know, that there is no: 
possibility of making any system of that kind, with^ 
out doing the same thing ; and that the defect' it in- 
the subject, not in the writer. I have read the writ- 
ings of some who differ from him ; and of others who* 
undertook particularly to refute him. It seems pla'm 
(D me, that this was the case. All the materials of 
this sort of learning are disjointed and broken^ 
Time. has contributed to render them so, and theun* 
^tfa&lness of those who have transmitted them down 
, to us, particularly of that vile fellow Eusebius *, has 
done even more than time itself. By throwing these 
fragments into a different order, by arbitrary inter- 
pretations (and it is oflen impossible to make any 
others) in short, by a few plausible guesses for the 
connexion and application of them, a man may, 
with tolerable ingenuity, prove almost any. thing by 
them. I tried formerly to prove, in a learned dis- 
sertation, by the same set of authorities, that there 
had been four Assyrian monarchies; that there had 
been but three; that there had been but two; that 
there had been but one ; and that there nev^ had 
been any. I puzzled myself^ and a much abler man 
than myself^ the friend to whom I lent the manu« 
script, and who has, I believe, kept it. In short, I 
am afraid that I shall not be very useful to Dr. De« 
lany, in making remarks on the work he is about 
His communication of this work may be useful, and 
I am sure it will be agreeable to me. If you and he 
are stiH in Ireland, pray give my best services to 

* The learned bishop of Caesarea, in the fourth century, in 
hi^ memoirs, published by Joseph Scaliger, with notes, at Ley- 
don, in 1606^, folio, and reprinted at Amsterdam, with great ad- 

dttions to the notes, in 1658. B» ' n ] 
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bim ; but say no more than may be proper of ail I 
l)av« writ to you. 

1 know very w«ll the project you mean, and about 
which you say, that Pope and you have often t<*ased 
nies. I could convince yoii> as he is convinct?d, that 
a publicaticm of any thing of that kind won Id have 
bc^ wrong on many accounts^ and would be so 
even now. Besides^ call it pride if you will, I shall 
never make, either to the present age, or to posterity, 
any apology ior^ the- part I acted in the late queen's 
reiga*. But I will apply myself very .seriously to 
the composition of just and true relations of the 
events of those times> in whicli. both I, and my friends, 
and my enemies, must take the merit, or the blame, 
which an authentic and impartial deduction of facts 
will assign to. us* I w ill endeavour to write so as no 
nuufi could write who had hot been a party in those 
transactions, and a^ few men would write who had 
been concerned in them. I believe I &hall go back. 
In considering the political interests of the principal 
powers in Europe, a« far. as the Pyrenean treaty ; but 
I shall not b^in a thread of historv till the death of 
Charles the second of Spain ^ ancf the accession of 
queen Anne to the throne .of England. Nay, even 
from that time downward, I shall render my rela- 
tions more full, or piu magra, the word is father 
PauPii, just as I have, or have not, a stock of authen- 
tic materials. These shall regulate my work, and I 
will neither indulge my own vanity, nor other men's 
curiosity, in going one step farther than they carry 
me. X ou see, my dear Swift, that I open a large 
field to myself: with what success I shall expatiate 
in it, I know ^s little, as I know whether I shall live 

* This pfobably alludes to' a tract called •' Letters on the Spi« 
rit of Patriotism, &c." of which lord Bolingbroke permitted a few 
copies to be taken for his particular friends, and which afterwards 
found its way into the world by Mr. Pope's means. See Gent* Mag. 
Vol. XIX. p. 195. K, n \ 
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to go through so great a work ; but I will begin im- 
mediately, and will make it one principal business 
of the rest of my life. This advantage, at least, I 
shall reap from it, and a great advantage it will be, 
my attention will be diverted from the present 
scene, I shall grieve less at those things which I 
cannot mend : I shall dignify my retreat : and Shall 
wind up the labouts of my lifb in terving the cause 
of truth. 

You say, that you could easily show, by compar- 
ing my letters for twenty years past, how the whole 
system of my philosophy changes by the several 
gradations of life. I doubt it. As far as I am able 
to recollect, my way of thinking has been uiiiform 
enough for more than twenty years. True it is, to 
ray shame, that my way of acting has not been al- 
ways comfbrmable to my way of thinking. My own 
passions, and the passions and interests of other men 
still more, have led me aside. I launched into the 
deep before T had loaded ballast enough. If the ship 
did not sink, the cargo was thrown overboard. The 
stonrt itself threw me into port. My own opinion, 
my own desires would have kept me there : the opi- 
nion, the desires ofothers, sent me to sea agaiii. I 
did, and blamed myself for doing what others, and 
ou, among the rest, would have blamed me, if I 
lad not done. I have paid more than I owed to 
party, and as much at least as was due to friendship. 
If 1 go off the stage of public life without paying all 
I owe to my enemies, and to the enemies of my 
country, I do assure you the bankruptcy is not frau- 
dulent. I conceal none of my effects. 

Does Pope talk to you of the noble work, which, 
at my instigation, he has begun in such a manner, 
tjiat he must be convinced, by this time, I judged 
better of his talents than he did? The first epistle, 
which considers man, and the habitation of man, 
relatively to the whole system of uiuvers^ being. 



I 
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The second^ which considers him in his own habi- 
tation, in himself^ and relatively to his particular 
system. And the third,, which shows how — 



- A universal cause 



Worlds to one end, but works by various laws." 

How man-, and beast, and vegetable are linked in a 
mutual dependency, parts necessary to each other, 
and necessary to the whole; how numan societies 
were formed ; from what spring true religion and 
true policy are derived ; how God has made our 
greatest interest and our plainest duty indivisible the 
same. These three epistles, I say, are finished. The 
fourth he is now intent upon. It is a noble subject; 
he pleads the cause of God, I use Seneca's expres- 
sion, against that famous charge which atheists in all 
ages have brought, the supposed unequal dispensa- 
tions of Providence; a charge which I cann6t hear- 
tily forgive your divines for admitting ^. You admit 

* To prove that the dispensations of Providence iii tbe present 
tftatearenot unequal, is certainly very desiraitle; but there i^ 
reason to fear, that those who blame divhies for admittiDg an ine- 
quality, have not succeeded in the atterhpt. The philosophers, 
both ancient and modern, who have endeavoured to justify the 
ways of God toman, by proving that happiness does not consist iii 
externals, in order to shew that his dispensations are equal, hare 
yet placed happiness in virtue chiefly, as a principle of active be- 
aevolence; 

*' Happier as kinder in cacl* due degree, 

*^ And height of bliss, but height of charily." 

Nov there seems to be an inconsistency betWieen these tvro 
principles, of which they are- not aware. It may reasonably be 
asked, what virtue, as a principle of active benevolence, has to 
bestow > Can it bestow upon others any thing more than exter- 
nals ? If not, it either has not the power uf communicating hap- 
piness, or happiness is to he communicated in externals. If ir 
has not the power of communicating happiness, it is indeed a 
mere name ; the sj^bject receives nothing;^; the agent gives no- 
thing. The bliss of charity is founded on a delusion j on- the 
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it indeed for an extreme good purpose, and you build 
on this admission the necessity of a future state of re- 
wards and punishments. But what if you should 
^nd, that this future state will not account, in oppo- 
sition to the atheist, for God's justice in the present 
state*, which you give up? Would it not have been 
better to defend God's justice in this world, against 
these daring men, by irrefragable reasons, and to 
have rested the pioof of the other ppint on revelation? 
I do not like concessions made against demonstration, 
repair or supply them how you will. The epistles I 
have mentioned will compose a first book; the plan 
of the second is settled. You will not understand bj 
what I have said, that Pope will go so deep into the 
argument, or carry it so far as I have hinted. You 
inquire so kindly after my wife, that I must tell you 
something of her. She has fallen upon a reniedy^ 
invented oy a surgeon abroad, and which has had 

treat success in cases similar to ' hers. This remedy 
as visibly attacked the original cause of all her com- 
plaiiits, and has abated, in some degree, by one 
gentle and uniform efiect, all the grievous and various 
symptoms. I hope, and surely with reason, that she 
will receive still greater benefit from this method of 
cure, which she will resume as soon as the great heat 
is over. If she recovers, I shall not, for her sake, 
aJbstract myself from the world more than I do at 
present in this place. But if she should be taken 
from me, I should most certainly yield to that strong 
desire, which I have long had, of secluding -myself 
totally from the company and affairs of manKincf; of 

false supposition of a benefit communicated by externals, which 
externals cannot communicate. If happiness can be communi- 
cated by externals, and consequently is dependent upon them, 
and these externals are unequally distributed, how is the dispen- 
sation of Providence, with respect to happiness in the present 
state, equal ? H. 

- * That is, will not reconcile the presenti^nequal dispensation 
€0 the divine justice. H. Digit zed by Google 
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leaving the management, even of my private afiairs, 
toothers; and ot securing, by these means, for the 
rest of ray life, an uninterrupted tenour of philoso- 
phical quiet. 

I suppose you have seen some of tliose volumes of 
scurrility, which have been thrown into the world 
against Mr. Pulteney and myself, and the Craftsman, 
wiiich gave occasion to them. I think, and it is the 
sense of all my friends, that the person who pub- 
lished the Final Answer*, took a right turn, in a. 
very nice and very prpvoking circumstances. To. 
answer all the falsities, misrepresentations, and blun- 
ders, which a club of such scoundrels, as A mail, 
Concanen, and other pensioners of the minister, 
crowd together, would have been equally tedious and 
ridiculous, and must have forced several things to be 
said, neitlier prudent, nor decent, nor perhaps strict- 
ly honourable to be said. To have explained some 
points, and to have stopped at others, would have 
given strength to that impertinent suggestion. Guilt 
alone is silent in the day of inquiry. It was there- 
fore right to bpen no part of the scene of tha late 
queen's reign, nor submit the passages of her admi- 
nistration, and the conduct of any of her ministers, 
to the examination of so vile a tribunal. This was 
still the more right, because, upon such points as 
relate to subsequent transactions, and as affect me 
singly, what the Craflsman had said, was Justified un- 
answerably; and what the remarker had advanced, 
was proved to be iifamously false. The effect of 
this paper has answered the design of it ; and which . 
is nQt common, all sides agree, that the things said 

* This paropjilet "was written by lord Bolingbroke, in his own 
vindication, 1731. It isemllled, •* A Final Answer to the Re- 
marks on the Craftsman's Vindication of his two honourable Pa- 
trons ; and to all the Libels which have come, or nniy come, 
from the same Quarter, against the Person last mentioned in the 
Craftsman of 224 of May.' ' H, 
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ought to have been said. The public writers seem 
to be getting back, from these personal altercations, 
to national affairs, mach against the erain of the mi- 
nister's taction. What the -effect of all this writing 
will be, I know not ; but this i know, that when aU 
the information which can be given, is given ; when 
all the spirit which can be raised, is raised, it is to no 
purpose to write any more. Even you men of this 
world have nothing else to do, but to let the ship 
drive till she is cast ^way, or till the storm is over. 
For ray own part, I am neither an owner, an officer, 
nor a foremastman. I am but a passenger, said my 
lord Carbury. 

It is well for you I am got to the end of my paper; 
for you might else have a letter as long again mm 
me. If you answer me by the poat, remember, 
while you are writing, that you write by the post 
Adieu, my reverend friend* 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY. 

Jugust2S,n$l. 

X OU and the duchess use me very ill, for I pro- 
fess, I cannot distinguish the style or the hand writing 
of either. I think her grace writes more like you 
than herself; and that you write fnore likq her grace 
than yourself. I would swear the beginning oryour 
letter writ by the duchess, though it is to pass for 
yours ; because there is a cursed lie in it> that she is 
neither young nor healthy, and besides^it perfectly 
resembles the part she owns. I will likewise swear, 
that what I must suppose is written by the duchess, 
is your hand ; and thus I am pusEzled and perplexed 
between you, but I will go on in the innoccncy oi 
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my own heart. I am got eight miles from our fa- 
mous metropolis, to a country parson's, to whom I 
lately gave a city living, such as an English chaplain 
would leap at. I retired hither for the public good, 
having two great works in hand: one to reduce the 
whole politeness, wit, humour, and style of England 
into a short system, for the use of all persons of 
quality, and particularly Che maids of honour*. The 
other is of almost equal importance; I may call it 
the whole duty of servants, in about twenty several 
stations, from the steward and waiting woman down 
to the scullion and pantry boj^f. I believe no mor* 
lal had ever such fair invitations, as to be happy in 
the best company of England. I wish I had iioerty 
to print your letter with my own comments upon it. 
There was a fellow in Ireland, who from a shoeboy 
grew to be several times one of the chief governors, 
wholly illiterate, and with hardly common sense : a 
lord lieutenant told the first kin? George, that he 
was the greatest subject he had m both kingdoms ; 
and truly this character was gotten and preserved by 
his never appearing in England, which was the only 
wise thing he ever did, except purchasing sixteen 
thousand pounds a year— why, you need not stare: 
it is easily applied: I must De absent, in order to 
preserve my credit with her grace — Lo here comes 
in the duchess again (I know her by her d d's; but 
am a fool for discovering my art) to defend herself 
against my conjecture of what she said — Madam, I 
will imitate your grace and write to you upon the 
same line. I own. it is a base unromantic spirit in 
me, to suspend the honour of waiting at your grace's 
feet, till I can finish a paltry lawsuit. ' It concerns 
indeed almost all my whole fortune; it is equal to 



* Dialogues of Polite Conversation, published in his life time. 

Warburton. 
f Sre Swifts Directions to senrants, in VoK VXII. :g. 
VOL. XVIII. N 
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« 

balP Mr. Pope's and two thirds of Mr. G^y% and 
about six weeks rent of your grace's. This cursed 
accident has drilled away the. whole summer. But, 
madam, understand one thing, that I take all your 
ironical civilities in ^a literal sense, and whenever I 
have the honour to attend you, shall expect them to 
be literally performed: though, perhaps, I shall find 
it hard to prove your hsind writing in a court of jus- 
tice; but that will *not be much for your credit. 
How miserably has your grace been mistaken in 
thinking to avoid envy by runnin? into exile, where 
it haunts you more than ever it did even at court ? 
Non te civitas, non regia domus in exilium nUserunt, sed 
tu uirasque. So says Cicero (as your grace knows) 
or so he might have said. 

I am told that the Craftsman, in one of his papers, 
is offended with' the publishers of (I suppose) the 
last edition of the Dunciad ; and I was asked whe- 
ther you and Mr. Pope were as good friends to the 
new disgraced person as formerly? This I knew 
nothing of, but suppose it was the consequence of 
some mistake. As to writing, I look on you just in 
the prime of life for it, the very season when judg- 
ment and invention draw together. But schemes 
are perfectly accidental^; some will appear barren 
of hints and matter, but prove to be fruitful; and 
others the contrary : and what you say, is past doubt, 
that every one can best find hints for himself: though 
it is possible that sometimes a friend may eive you a 
lucky one just suited to your own imagination. But 
,all this is almost past with me: my invention and 
judgment are perpetually at fistycuns, till tliey have 
quite disabled each other; and the tpeerest trifles I 
ever wrote, are serious philosophical lucubrations, in 
comparison to what I now busy myself about; as 

♦ As were the subject* of the " Lutrin," and " Rape of the 
" Lock," smd <f The Dispeosary." Djl. Waxtok. 
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(to speak in the author's phrase) tfte world m&y one 
day see** 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Drayton, Sept. 7, 173 1 . 

To show how strictly I obey your orders, I came 
from the duchess of Dorset's country house to my 
own, where I have rid and walked as often as the 
weather permitted me. Nor am I very nice in thai; 
for, if you remember, I was not bred up very, ten- 
derly, nor a fine lady ; for which 1 acknowledge my- 
self exceedingly obliged to my parents : for had I 
had that sort ot education, I should not have been 
so easy and happy, as I thank God, I now am. As 
to the gout, indeed, I believe I do derive it from ray 
ancestors; but I may forgive even that, since it 
waited upon me no sooner ; and especially since I 
see my elder and two younger brothers so terribly 
plagued with it; so that I am now the only wine 
drinker in my family ; and upon my word, I am not 
increased in that since you first knew me« 

I am sorry you are involved in lawsuits; it' is the 
thing on earth I most fear. I wish you had met with 
as complaisant an adversary as I did ; for my lord 
Pelerborovv plagued sir John f all his lifetime; but 
declared, if ever he gave the estate to me, he would 
have done with it; and accordingly > has kept hh 
word, like an lionoutable man. I aaw Mrs. Barber 
the day before I came out of town, and should be 
mighty glad to serve her; but cannot say so much by 
her husband, whom, for her sake, I recommended to 

* His ludicrous prediction was, since his death, and very nauch 
to his dishonour, senBusly fuUilled. Warburton, 
'J' Husband to Udy Betty Germain. H. . ^ 

V 2 
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the duke of Dorset to buy* his liveries of. The first 
thing he did was to ask a greater price than smy body 
else : and when we were at Whitechurch, where I 
attended their graces, he was informed he had not 
cloth enough in his shop, and he feared they would 
not be reacfy against he came over. 

I hope in God I shall soon hear of their safe land- 
ing* ; and I do not question the people of Ireland's 
liking them as well as they deserve. I desire no 
better for them ; for, if you do not spoil him there, 
which I think he has too good sense to let happen, 
he is the most worthy, honest, good natured, great 
sOuled man that ever was born. As to my duchess, 
she is so reserved, that perhaps she may not be at first 
so much admired; but, upon knowledge, I will defy 
tLxiy body upon earth, with sense, judgment, and 
good nature, not only not to admire her, bat must 
love and esteem her as much as I do, and every one 
el^e, that is realty acquainted with her. You know 
him a little; so, for his own sake, you must like 
him : and till you are better acquainted with them 
both, I hope you will like them for mine. Your 
friend Biddy f is just the same as she was ; laughs se- 
dately, and m^kes a joke slily. And I am, as I ever 
was, and hope I ever shall be, your most sincere 
friend, and faithful humble servant, 

E. GERMAIN. 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY. 

September 10, 1731. 

If your ranible was on horseback, I am glad of i^ 
on account of your health; but I know your arts of 

'l^ The duke and duchess of Dorset. H.-^' 

t Bidd^ Floyd, H. N Digit zed by Google 
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patching up a journey between stage coaches and 
friends co«ches: for ^oa are as arrant a cockney as 
any hosier in Cheapstde. One clean shirt with two 
cravats, and as many handkerchiefs; make np your 
equipa^^e; and as for nightgown, it is dear from 
Homer; that Agamemnon rose without one. I have 
oilen had it in my head to put it into yours, that you 
ought to have some great work in scheme, ' which 
may take up seven years to finish, beside two or 
three under ones, that may add another thousand 
pound to your stock ; and then I shall be in less pain 
about you. I know you can find dinners, but you 
love twelvepenny coach^ too well, without consi- 
dering that the interest of a whole thousand pounds 
brings you bat half a crown a day. I find a greater 
longing than ever to come among you; and reason 
good, when I am teased with dukes and duchesses for 
a visit, all my demands complied with, and all ex- 
cuses cut off.' You remember, *' O happy Don 
** Quixote ! cjueens held his horse, and duchesses 
" pulled off his armour/' or something to that pur- 
pose. He was a mean spirited fellow ; I can say ten 
times more; O happy, hfc* such a duchess was de- 
signed to attend him, and such a duke invited him to 
command his palace, iiam. Uto9 reges ceteros memo* 
rare nolo, liomiimm mcndicabida : go read your Plan- 
tus, and observe StrobiJus vapouring after he had 
found the pot of gold. I will have nothing to do 
witii that lady: I have long hated her on your ac- 
count, and the more, because you are so forgiving as 
not to hate her: however, she has good qualities 
enough to make her esteemed; but not one grain of 
leeling. I only wish she were a fool. I have been 
several months writing near five hundred lines on a 
pleasant subject, only, to tell what my friends and ene- 
mies will say on me after I am dead *. I shall finish 

* This will be found in vol, XI. and was thought by Bishop 
Warburton to be among the best of Swift's poems* N. 

. N 3 . o 
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it soou, for I add two lines every week, and blot out 
four, and alter eight. I have brought in you and my 
other friend$» as well as enemies and detractors. It 
is a great comfort to see how corrupiion and ill con* 
duot are ihstru mental in uniting virtuous persons and 
lovers of their country of ail denominations : whig 
and torv, hieh and low church, as soon as they are 
lefl to taittk freely, all iointng in opinion. If this be 
disaffection, pray God send me always among the 
disaffected ! and I heartily wish you joy of your 
scurvy treatment at court, which has given you lei- 
sure to cultivate both public and private virtue ; nei- 
tiier of them likely to be soon met within the walls of 
St. James's or Westminster. But I. must here dis- 
miss you^ that 1 may pay my acknowledgments to 
t))e duke for the great honour iie has done me. 

MY LOAD, 

I could have sworn that my pride would be always 
able to preserve me from vanity; of which I have 
been in great danger to be guilty for some months 
past, first by the conduct of my lady duchess, and 
now by that of your grace, whicn had like to^finish 
the work : and I should have certainly gone about 
showing my letters under the charge of secrecy to 
every blab of my acquaintance, if I could have the 
least hope of prevailing on any of them to believe 
that a man in so obscure a comer, auite thrown oat 
of the present world, and within a tew steps of the 
next, should receive such condescending invitations, 
from two such persons, to whom he is an utter 
stranger, and who know no more of him than what 
they nave heard by the partial representations of a 
friend. But in the mean time, I must desire your 
grace not to flatter yourself, that I viraited for your 
consent to accept the invitation. I must be ignorant 
indeed not to know, that the duchess, ever since you 
met, has been most politically employed in increasing 
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those forces^ and sharpening those arms with which 
she suhdued you at first, and to which, the braver 
and the wiser you grow, you will- more and more 
submit. Thus I knew myself on the secure side, 
and it was a mere piece of good manners to insert 
that clause, of which you have taken the advantagel 
But as I cannot forbear, informing your grace that 
the duchesses great secret in her art of government, 
has been to reduce both your wills intp one ; so I 
am content, in due observance to the forms of the 
world, to return my most humble thanks to your 
grace for so great a ravour as you are pleased to offer 
me, and which nothing but impossibdities shall pre-. 
vent me from receiving, since I am, with the greatest, 
reason, truth, and respect, my lord, your grace's 
most obedient, S^c, 

IfADAM, 

I hs^ve consulted all the learned in occult sciences 
oFmy ^quaintance, and have sat up eleven nights 
to discover tl^e n\eaning of those two hieroglyphical 
lines in your grace's band at the bottom of the last 
Amesbury letterj^ bi^t all in vain. Only it is agreed, 
that the language is Coptick, and a very profound 
Behmist assures me^ the style is poetic^ containing 
an invitation from a very great person of the female 
sex, to a strange kind of^man whom she never saw^ 
and this is all I can find, which afler so many for* 
mer invitations, will ever confirm me in that re« 
spect, wherewilh I am, madam, 

Yonr grace^s most obedient, Sfc. 
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. FROM THE COUNTESS OF SUFFOLK*. 

SIR, Hampton Court, Sept. 25, 1731. 

i OU seem to think that you have a natural right to 
abuse me, because I am a woman, and a courtier. I 
have taken it as a woman and as a courtier oughts with 
great resentment, and a determined resolution of re- 
venge. The number of letters that hatre been sent, 
and thought by many to be yours, (and thank God 
they were all silly ones) has been a fair field to 
execute it. Thinlc of my joy to hear you suspect- 
ed of folly; think of my pleasure when I entered 
the list for your justification! Indeed I was a little 
disconcerted to find Mr. Pope took the same side; 
for I would have had the man of wit, the dignified 
divine, the Irish draper, have found no friend but 
the silly woman and the courtier. Could I have pre- 
served myself alone in the list, I should not have 
despairea, that this monitor of princes, this Irish 
patriot, this excellent man at speech and pen, should 
nave closed the scene under suspicion of having a 
violent passion for Mrs. Barber; and lady M — or 
Mrs. Haywood t have writ the progress of it. Now, 
to my mortification I find every body inclined to 
think you had no hand in writing those letters; but 
I every day thank Providence that there is an epitaph 
in St. Patrick's cathedral {, that will be a lasting 

* Threo letters, recommending Mrs. Barber (the wife of a 
tradesman in Ireland who had failed,) to the queen, in order to 
forward a subscription for some poems, were forged in the Dean's 
name, and sent to her majesty, (see p. 1U9). The Dean 
wrote an account of the fraud, and a justification of himself, to the 
countess of SufFolk, July 24, 1731, to which this is an answer. N. 

f Mrs. Haywood, a well known writer of scandal in novels. H. 

X On the duke of Schomberg. H. 
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monument of your impradence. I cherish this ex* 
tremely ; for, say what yon can to justify it, I am 
convinced / shall as easily argue the world into the 
belief of a courtier's sincerity, as you (with all your 
wit and eloquence) will be able to convince manKind 
of the prudence of that action. I expect to hear if 
peace shall ensue, or war continue between us. If I 
know but Httle of (he art of war, yet you see I dd 
not want courage ; suid that has made many an ign6« 
rant soldier fight successfully. Besides, I have a nu- 
meroas body of light armed troops to bring into the 
field, who^ when single, may be as inconsiderably 
as a Lilliputian, yet ten thousand of them embar* 
rassed captain Gulliver. If you send honourable 
articles, they shall be signed. I insist that you own 
that you have been unjust to me ; for I have never 
forgot you; for, I have made. others send my com- 
pliments, because I was not able to write myself. If 
I cannot justify the advice I gave you, from the 
success of it, I gave you my reasons for i(: and it 
was your business to have judged of my capacityj. 
by the solidity of my arguments^ l( the principle 
was false, you ou?ht not to have acted upon it Sa 
you have been only the dupe of your own ill judg* 
ment, and not my falsehood. Am I to send back 
the crown and the plaid,, well packed up, in my oxvn 
CiMracter * ? or am I to follow my own inclination^' 
and continue very truly and very much 

Your humble servant, 

H. SUFFOLK. 

* See the ** Character of Mrs. HowaVd," written in 1727, in 
Vol. XIV. N. 
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TO SIR CHARLES WOGAN*. 

SIR, Sept. or Oct. 1732. 

I RECEIVED youc packet at least twp months 
ago, and took all this time not only to consider it 
maturely myself, but to show it lo the few judicious 
friends I have in this kingdom. We all agreed that 

* Mr. Wogan, a gentleman of an ancient and good family in 
Ireland, sent a present of a cask of Spanish Cassalia wine to the 
Dean, also a green velvet ba^;, with gold and silk strings, in which 
were enclosed, a paraphrase in Miltonic verse, on the seven pe- 
aitential psaims of David, and several original pieces in veneaod 
prose, particularly the adventures of Eugenius ; and an Account 
of the Courtship and Marriage of the Chevalier to the Princess 
Sobieski, wherein he represents himself to hav« been a principal 
negotiator; it was written in the novel style, but a little heavily. 
His letter to the dean contamed also remarks on the Beggar's 
Opera, in which he censures the taste of the people of England 
and Ireland; and concluded with paying the Dean the compliment 
of entreating him to correct his writings. The Dean receiving them 
albout the time (1732) Mr. Pilkingtou was coming to London as 
chaplain to alderman Barber ; he put them into Mr. Pilkington's 
hands, to look over at his leisure ; but quickly recalled them into his 
Qwo custody. (See Pilkington's Memoirs, vol. III. p. 168.) They 
vere afterward in the possession of Deane Swift, esq. This Mr. 
Wogan was a gentleman of great bravery and courage, and dis- 
tinguished himself in several battles and sieges. He was appointed, 
by the chevalier de St. George, in the year 17 1 8, to take the prin- 
cess Sobieski (grand »daughter of the famous John Sobieski, 
king of Poland, who raised the siege of Vienna) to whom he was 
married by proxy in Poland; who, in her journey to Rome, was, by 
ord^rof the imperial court, made a prisoner in Tyrol, and closely 
confined in the castle of Inspruck for sometime, when Mr, Wogan 
vndeitook.to set he/ at liberty, andbnng her safe to Rome, which 
he effectually performed, by carrying her through all the guards : 
for which dangerous and gallant service he was made a Roman 
knight, an hunour that was not conferred on a foreigner for many 
centuries before. This gentleman soon after went into the service 
of Spain, where he got a government and other military comnEiands, 
and distinguished himself in many engagements, being well 
known all over Europe by the name of chevalier, or sir Ch»ries 
Wogan. N. 
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the writer was a scholar, a man of genius and of ho- 
nour. We guessed him to have been born in thi» 
country from some passages ; but not from the slyJe, 
which we were surprised to find so correct; in an 
exile, a soldier, and a native of Ireland. The his-^ 
tory of yourself, although part of it be employed in 
your praise and importance, we did not dislike, be- 
cause your intention was to be wholly unknown ; 
which circumstance exempts you from any charge of 
vanity. However, although I am utterly ignorant 
of present persons and things, I have made a shifty 
by talking in general with some persons, to find out 
)'our name, your employments, and some of your 
actions, with the addition of such a character as would 
give full credit to more than you have said (I mean 
of yourself) in the dedicatory epistle. 

You will pardon a natural curiosity on this occa- 
sion, especially when I began with so little, that I 
did not so much as untie the strings of the bag for 
five days after I received it; concluding it must 
come from some Irish friar in Spain, filled with mo- 
nastic speculations, of which I have seen some in my 
life ; little expecting a historv, a dedication, a poet- 
ical translation of the penitential psalms, Latin poems, 
and the like, and all from a soldier. In these king- 
doms, you would be a most unfashionable military 
man, among troops wher^ the. least pretension to 
learning, or piety, or common morals, would en- 
danger the owner to be cashiered. Although I have 
no great regard for your trade, from the judgment I 
make of those who profess it in these kingdoms, yet 
I cannot but highly esteem those gentlemen of Ire" 
land, who, with all the disadvantagesof being exiles 
and strangers, have been able to distinguish them- 
selves by their valour and conduct in so many parts 
of Europe, I think, above all other nations ; which 
ought to make the English ashamed of the reproaches 
they cast on the ignoranqe, the dulness, an4 the want 
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of courage, in the Irish natives ; those defects, whefe- 
ever they happen, arising only from the poverty and 
slavery they suflfer from their inhuman neighbours, 
and the base corrupt spirits of too many of the chief 
gentry^ fyc. By such events as these, the very Gre- 
cians are grown sl^ish, ignorant, and superstitious. 
I do assert, that from several experiments I have 
made in travelling over both kingdoms, I have found 
the poor cottagers here, who could speak our lan« 
guage, to have a much >better natural taste for good 
sense, humour, and raillery, than ever I observed 
among people of the like sort in England. But the 
millions of oppressions they lie under, the tyranny 
of their landlords, the ridiculous zeal of their priests, 
and the general misery of the whole nation^ have 
been enough to damp the best spirits under the sun. 
I return to your packet. 

Two or three poetical friends of mine have read 
your poems with very good -approbation ; yet we all 
i^ree some corrections may be wanting, and at the 
same time we are a^ a loss how to venture on such a 
work. One gentleman of your own country, name, 
and family, who could do it best, is a little too lazy ; 
but, however, something shall be done, and sub- 
mitted to you. I have been only a man of rhimes, 
and that upon trifles ; never having written serious 
couplets in my life ; yet never any without a moral 
view. However, as an admirer of Milton, I will 
read yours as a critick, and make objections where I 
find any thing that should be changed. Your di- 
rections about publbhin^ the epistle and the poetry 
will be a point of some difficulty. They cannot be 
printed here with the least profit to the author's 
friend^ in distress. Dublin booksellers have not the 
least notion of paying for a copy. Sometimes things 
are^ printed here by subscription ; but they go on so 
heavily, that few or none make it turn to account. 
In London,, it is4>therwise ; but even there the au* 
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thors must be in vogue, or, if not known, be disco- 
vered by the style ; or the work must be something 
that hits the taste of the public, or what is recom« 
mended by the presiding men oi' genius. 

When Milton first published his famous poem> 
the first edition was very long going off; few either 
read, liked, or understood it ; and it gained ground 
merely by its merit. Nothing but an uncertain state 
of my health (caused by a disposition to giddiness, 
which, although less violent, is more constant) could 
have prevented my passing this summer Into £ng* 
land to see my friends, who hourly have expected 
me; in that case I could have managed this affair my- 
self^ and would have readily consented that my name 
should have stood at length before your epistle; and 
by the caprice of the worlds that circumstance might 
have been of use to make the thing known ; and con* . 
sequently better answer the charitable part of your 
design, by inciting people's curiosity. And in such 
a case, I would have writ a short acknowledgment 
of your letter, and published it in the next page afler 
your epistle ; but giving you no name, nor confessing 
my conjecture ot it. This scheme I am still upon, 
as soon as my health permits me to return to Eng- 
land. 

As i am conjectured to have generally dealt in 
raillery and satire, both in prose and verse, if that 
conjecture be right, although such an opinion has 
heen an absolute bar to my rising in the world ; yet 
that very world must suppose that I followed what I 
thought to be my talent ; and charitable people will 
suppose I had a design to laugh the follies of man- 
kind out of countenance, j^nd as oflen^ to lash the 
vices out of practice. And then it will be natural to 
conclude, that I have some partiality for such kind 
of writing, and favour it in others. I think you ac- 
knowledge, that in some time of your life, yon turned 
to the raUyinff part ; but I find at present your ge* 

vol. xvux. o 
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nius mfls wholly irtto the grave zitd'iiMimt ; and th^e» 
fore I find you less indaTgefttto'my way by your dis- 
like of the Beggar's Opera, in the pcfrsom particu- 
larly of P0II7 P^chum and Macheath ; Whereas wc 
think it a very severe satire upon the most pernicious 
Villanies, of mankind. Atid so you are in danger df 
^tiar reliing with the sentiments <n Mr. P6pe, Mr. Gay 
the author. Dr. Arbuthnot, myself. Dr. Younr, atiS 
all the brethren whom we oiK^n. Dr. Young is the 
gravest among us ; and Jret his satires have many 
mixtures of sharp raillery. At the samfe time you 
judge very truly, that the taste of England is infa- 
mously corrupted by shoals of wfetches who Write 
for their bread ; and therefore I had reason to put 
Mr. Pope on writing the poem, chaffed 'iKe Dunctad ; 
and to nale*those scoundrels out of their obscurity by 
telling their names at length, their works, flieir au- 
ventures, sometimes their lodgings, and their lineage; 
not with jfs and 8^9 according^o tile old way, which 
would be unknown in a few years. 

As to your blank verse, it nas 'too often fallen into 
Che same vile hands of late. One Thomson, a Scotch- 
man, has succeeded the bfest in that way, in four 
poems he has wHt on the four seasons : yet I am not 
over fond of them, because they are all description, 
and nothing is doing; Whefeas Milton' engages me 
in actions of the highest iMpoitance; ModomeRotna, 
modo ponit Jihenis : and youfs on Che seven psalms, 
^c. have some advantages that wuy. 

You see Pope, Gay,, and I, use all our endeavours 
to make folks merr^ and wise, and profess to have no 
tnemies, except knaves and fools. 1 ^nfftss myself 
to be Exempted from them in one article, '♦•hicb was 
tengaging with a ministry to prevent, if possible, the 
evils that have a\'errun the nation, ana my foojish 
seal in endeavouring to s^ve this wrcftcbed ishUid; 
Wherein though I succeeded Jlbsolutely 'hi Dne itn- 
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portant article^; yet even there t lost all hope of fa^ 
vo^r from Uio^e in power here, an4 diAobliged the 
CQUft of England, and have in twenty years df awQ 
above one thottsan4 scurrilous libels on myself^ withr 
out any other recompense than the love of the Irish 
vulgar, and two or three dozen signposts of the Dra* 
pier in this city, beside those that are scattered, in 
country towns ; and even these are half worn gut. 
So that, whatever little genius God has given roe, I 
may justly pretend to have been the worst manager 
of it to my own advantage of any man upon earth. 

4^g. 2,] What I have above wc kten has loug lain 
by me, that I might cooaideT fiirther :' hut I have been 
partly ojulof <yder, and partly plagued wiih a law- 
lait of ten yeara sjjtandiiig, and I doubt very ill ctoaed 
V>p» akhoui^ it concerns two-thirds of loy littfar foz^ 
k«D^ Tbiuk wb^ber such periods of life are proper 
IQ encoiu^ge poetical or phiWaopbical speculationsu ' 
I shall noib therefore tiire you any longer ; hut^ 
witb grisai acknowledjgment for the distinction yoi^ 
please to show me, desire to be always thought, with 
Sreat txulb, 9mi a oioat particular esteem, sir> 
Your most obedrent 

and obliged servant, 

J. SWIPT. 

We hav« soBielimAs editions prinled here of bookt 
from England, i^rhich I know not w.hethec you ar« 
in a way of getting. J will name some below« 
and if you approve of any, I shaU willingly ift* 
crease your library; they are small, consequently 
more portable in your marches, and, which is 
avore important^ the pieseht wiU be cheapec fof 
me. 

' ^ Au^ipsl Vood's copper haifpe^cf .. Jp« 

^ ^ .ed by Google 
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Dr. Young's Satires. 
Mr. Gay's works. 
Mr. Pope's works. 
Pope's Dunciad. 



Gay's Fables. 

Art of Politicks, and 

some other trifles in 

verse, 8fc, 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEEN SBERRY, 

Dublin, Oct. 3, 1731. 

I USUALLY write to friends after a pause of afievr 
weeks, that I may not interrupt them in better com- 
pany, better thoughts, and better diversions, j be- 
lieve I have toid you of a great man, who said to 
me, that he never once in his life received a good 
letter from Ireland: for which there are reasons 
enough without affronting our understandings. For 
there is not one person out of this country, who re- 
gards any events that pass here, unless he has an 
estate or employment. I cannot tell that you or I 
ever gave the least provocation to the present minis- 
try, and much less to the court ; and yet I am ten 
times more out of favour than you. For my own 
part, I do not see the politic of opening common 
letters, directed to persons generally known : fpr a 
man's understanding would be very weak to convey 
secrets by the post, if he knew any, which, I declare, 
I do not : and besides, I think the world is already 
so well informed by plain eyents, that I question 
whether the ministers have any secrets at all. Nei- 
ther would I be under any apprehension if a letter 
should be sent me tuU of treason ; because I cannot 
hinder people from writing what they please, nor 
sending it to me ; and although it should be disco- 
vered to have been opened before it came to my hand, 
I would only burn it and think no farther. I approve 
of the scheme you have to grow somewhaEt richer* 
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IhcMgh, I afpree, 7011 will meei wtdi diwoaragemeiitst 
and it is i^eaaonahb jrou shoitki/ conaidering wb«t 
kind of pens are al this lime Qvfy employed and ea** 
couraged. For jou must allow Ihat the bad fmintev 
was in the right, who, hs|ving |>aipted 4 cock, drove 
%W9f all the codes and bens, and even the chickens, 
ibr iear those, who patfied by bis shop might make « 
comparison with his work. Apd I will aaj one thing 
in spite of the post-oSicers, that since wit and learn^ 
ing begaa to be made use of in our kingdoms, they 
were never professedly thrown asid^> contemnedf, 
and punished, till within your awa memory; no( 
dubess and ignorance ever so openly eiKX>uraged and 
promoted. In answer to wbai you say of my living 
among yoo, if I could doi it to my ease ; perhaps yott 
kave beard of ^ scheme for an exchange m Berkshire 
proposed by two of our friends ; but, beside the di& 
ficiuty of adjusting certain circumstances, it wquld 
not answer. I ^un at a lime of li£e that seeks eas^ 
aod independence ; you will hear my reasons when 
you see those iiriends, and I concluded them with 
saying ; That I would rathef be a freeman among 
slaves, than a slave among freemen. The dij^ity of 
my present station damps the pertness of mferior 
puppies and squires, which, without plenty and ease 
on your side the channel, would break my heart in ^ 
month. 

MADAM, 

Se^ what it is to live wb^re I do. I am utterly 
ignorant of thai same Strado del Poe t and yet, if 
th^ author be against lending or giving money, j 
cannot but t)iink nim a good courtier; which, 1 an^ 
sure, your grace is not, no not so much i to be ^ 
maid of honour. For I am certainly informed, tha^ 
you are peither a freethinker, Qor can sell bargains ; 
that you can neither spell, nor talk, nor writ^, nor 
think hkj^ ^ cOurtier, Then you pretend to be t^ 
03' 
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tpected for qualities which have been out of fashion 
ever since voa were almost in jour cradle ; that your 
contempt tor a fine petticoat is an infallible mark of 
disaffection ; which i» ^rther confirmed by yoar ill 
taste for wit, in preferring two oldfashioned poets 
before Dack or Gibber. Besides, you spell in such 
^ manner at no court lady can read, and write in such 
am oki&shioned style, as none of them can linder- 
stand. You need not be in pain about Mr. Gay's 
stoc*k of health. I promise you he will spend it all 
upon laziness, and run deep in debt by a winter's re* 
pose in town ; therefore I entreat your grace will 
order him to move his chops less, and his legs more, 
for the six cold months, else he will spend all his 
money in physick and coach-hire. I am in much per- 
plexity about your grace's declaration, of the manner 
in which you dispose what you call your love and 
respect, which, you say, are not paid to merit but to 
your own humour. Now, madam, my misfortune 
IS, that I have nothing to plead but abundance of 
merit ; and there ^oes an ugly observation, that the 
humour of ladies is apt to change; Now, madam, 
if I should go to Amesbury with a great load of me- 
rit, and your grace happen to be out of humour, and 
will not purchase my merchandise at the price of 
your respect, th^ goods may be damaged, and no- 
Dody else will take them off my hands. Besides, 
you have declared Mr. Gay to hold the first part, and 
I but the second; which is hard treatment, since I 
shall be the newest acquaintance by some years ; and 
I will appeal to all the rest of your sex, whether such 
an innovation ought to be allowed / I should be rea- 
dy to say in the common forms, that I was much 
obliged to the lady who wished she could give the 
best living, 4*^. if I did not vehemently suspect it 
was til e very same lady who spoke many things to 
me in the same style, and also with rcgara to the gen- 
tleman at your elbow when you writ, whose dupe 
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he was as well as of her watting woman: btitthe^r 
were both arrant kriaves, as 1 told hikn and a third 
friend, though they will not believ« it to this day. I 
desire to present my most humble respects to ray lord 
dvike, and with my heartiest prayer for the prosperity 
of the whole family, remain 

Your grace's, ^c. 



TO THE COUNTESS OF SUtFOLK. 

MADANT, October 2^, 1731. 

JL OUR ladyship's last letter made me a little grave, 
and in going to answer it,' J was in danger of leaning 
on my elbow (I mean my left elbowj to consider 
what I should write ; which posture 1 never used ex- 
cept when I was under a necessity of writing to 
fools, or lawyers, or ministers of state ; where 1 am 
to consider what is to be Said. But as I write to a 
person whom I esteem, I am in no pain at all. ' 

It would be an injury to you or Mr. Pope, to give 
thanks to either of you for justifying me about those 
letters sent to the queen, because to think me guilty 
would disgrace your understandings ; and as he is my 
best friend, so your ladyship owes me no malice, ex» 
cept that of raillery ; and good raillery is always sin- 
cere. And if her majesty were deceived, it would 
lessen my opinion of her judgment; which would no 
otherwise affect me, than by making me sorry upon 
her own account. But what your ladyship would 
have me discover, through all your refined civilities, 
is my great imprudence in ordering that monument 
to be fixed in my cathedral. I shall not trouble you 
with a. long story — but if ever a numerous venerable 
body of dignified clergymen had reason to complain 
of the highest repeated indignity, in return of the 
greatest honour offered by them, to persons they were 
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y/AMy straagcrs t9> thm » j chapter is not lo lif 
Warned, iftr 1» who pr«ipasad tht malter to them; 
vhicb heiwever 1 could liave dcme by my ovim $iiith(>» 
litv, hut ralber clK>se it shouM h^ the work of via all. 
And I will confesB it was iipQH their advice that I 
omiUed the only two pan/tage^ wkiicb had much bit* 
terness in them ; and which a bishop here, one after 
your own heart, blamed^ me very much for leaving 
out; declaring that the tealment given us by the 
Schomberg family, deserved -a great deal worse. In- 
deed, madam, I shaO not^ attempt ts> convince Eng- 
land of any thing that relates to this kingdom. The 
Dra|iier, whom jmu mention, could not do it in rela- 
tion to thie* halfpence. Neither can the psgrliameDt 
here convince you that vfc ought not to be just now 
in so miserable conditipn in every article qf distress. 
Why should th^ Schombefg family be so uneasy at a 
tiling they were sp long warned of, artd were told they 
might prevent for fifty poinds ? But here I wish your 
laoyship would put tne (}ueen in mind of what passed 
between her majesty and me, upon the subject of 
)rel^nd> when she was princess of Wales, and ap- 
peared so much tQ pity this distressed kingdom, and 
gave ime leave to write to her if ever I should live to 
$ee her queen i that she would answer my letter, and 
promised, that in such a case she would use all her 
credit to relieve it. Whereupon I desired Dr. Ar- 
buthp.ot, who was present, to be witbess of what she 
said ; and her majesty confirmed it. I will not ask 

what the event has been. If any state scribble 

writ here should happen to reach London, I entreat 
your ladyship woiilq cpntinue to do me the justice of 
believing my innocence, because I lately assured the 
duke of Porset that I would never have a hand in any 
such thing. But I gave him my reason before his se- 
cretary I that looking upon this kingdom's condition 
as abfiolutely desperate, I would not prescribe a dose 
to the dead* Some p^rts of your letter I do not un« 
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derstand. Mrs. Barber was recommended to me by 
Dr. Delsaiy, who is now in London, and whom I 
once presented to vou at Marble hill. She seems to- 
be a woman of piety and genius ; and tliougb I never 
visited her in my life, yet was I disposed to do her 
good offices on the doctor's account, and her own good 
character. By lady M— *— I cannot ^ess whom you 
mean. Mrs. Haywood I have heard of as a stupid, 
'infamous, scribbling woman, but have not seen any 
of her productions. And now, madam, I utterly ac- 
quit your ladyship of all things that may concern me, 
except your good opinion, and that very little share I. 
can {)retend to in your memory. I never knew a 
)ady who had so many qualities to beget esteem ; but 
liow you act as a friend, is out of my way to judge. 
As to the queen, whom I never ofiended, since it 
would be presumption in me to imagine I ever came 
voluntarily inio her thoughts, so it must be a morti- 
fication to think, when I happen to be named in her 
presence it is usually to my disadvantage* I remem* 
per to liave once told her majesty, how hard a thinr 
it was, that when a prince, or great, minister, had 
once received an ill impression of any person, al- 
though from the most false information, although the 
prince were demonstrably convinced of the person's 
innocence, yet the impression still continued; and 
her majesty condemned the severity of such a pro- 
ceeding. I had said the same thing before to sir 
R. Waipole; who, upon reporting it to others, was 
pleased to give it a turn that I did not deserve. I 
remember the pfaid, but I forgot the crown, and the 
meaning of it. If you had thought fit to have sent 
me as much of the plaid, as would have made jne a 
morning cajf), before it fell to the share of the lowest 
of your women, I should have been proud that my 
head should have worn your livery. But if you are 
weary of your character, it must lie upon my hands, 
for I know qo other whom it will Rt. And if your 
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h^yskip will not aik>w it to. be a cbacact^r^ I am 
sure k may pa$& for a pcediction. I( vou should pat 
Ihe same lancy inlo ike queen's head* I n^&t 
send ker r muck krger character, aod io Toyai peper^ 
otherwise she will not beabl^^ io wzap tine bundte in 
it. I fear so long a fefttes is beyond y<Mlf mercy ^ 
iN»give ; but vour ladyship h safe Io be «asy |ill Mr. 
Popse shall tell me that you are conleut (o. receive ano- 
ther, i should be beariily sorry if yoiwr iixccei^se in 
koaoar and eopk>ym«il ha& not beem accoi^panied 
wilk increase o* bealtk. Let Mr« Pop<^ «a all his 
letters give ine a 'particu^: accouot W this head, 
and pray Ood I may never kav^ the leasl motive to 
pity you. For^ a coarties, I forgive ywir <uii« en- 
i^ctei,*^ which I once charged oa my lord Ch/ester- 
ield, and he did not disbke it. Aqq yon hjtv!e not « 
fevourite or flatteM^ who. makes moce otitward qgec^ 
of wishes for your ease i^nd happioe9$ th«A I do 
prayers from the bottom of m\yi heart* which pfoc^ed 
entirely f^om that respect, and esteeaou whei^xvitb I 
^m, madam> 

YouB ladyskJp's most obedienl 
hon^bie servand* 

iONATH. 8WIFT. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

J^oi^. 4, 1731. 

I BELI£V£ in my consdence> that thoHgh yoa 
had answered mine beforoi the second ivas never the 
less welcome. 

So much for your tapacript, not pof^ct^i ; ftod ^n 
very sincere earnest I heartily thank yoii for remem- 
bering me sociften. Since 1 came out o£ tin) p^MUi- 
try, my riding days are aver; for I t^euc wi^ ^ 
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jcntr 'Hydfc pftrk courses, although my cowftge serves 
me very well at a handgaUo|> tn the oottntry, six or 
sev^ea mile^^ ivith one horseman, and a ragged isd, a 
labourer's -boy, that is to be ckAbed "when, he can run 
, fast enough to keep up with my horse, who has yet 
only ^oved his dexterity by escaping from school. 
But ray courage feils me for riding in town, where 
I should have the happiness to meet with plenty of 
your very pretty fellows, that manage their 6wn 
nerves to «how their art; or that thir/k a postillion's 
cap, with a white frock, the most becomili^ dress. 
These and their grooms I am most bitterly afraid df; 
because, yOu must know, if my complaisant 'friend, 
your presbyterianTiousekeeper*, can remember any 
thing like such daysVirith me, that is a Very ^ood rea- 
son tor me to remem'ber thJit time is past j and your 
toupets would rejoice to see a 'horse throw an ancient 
gentlewoman. ^ ^ . ' 

1 am sorry to hear you are no wiser in Ireland than 
we English; for our "birthday was as fine as hands 
could make us 5 but I question hiach whether we all 
paid ready money. I mightily approve of my du- 
chess's being dressed in your manufacture f ; if your 
ladies will follow her example m all things, they can- 
not do amiss. And I dare say you tvill sOonfind that 
the more you -know of them both, the better you will 
like thera; or else Ireland has strangely depraved 
your taste, and that my own v&nity will not let me 
believe, since you stiU'flaitter me. 

Why do you tantalize me ? Let me see^you in Eng- 
land again, if you dare; and choose your Teside nee, 
summer, or winter, St JaraeVs square, or Drayton. 

* Wrs. Brent, vridow of a J;)rirftet iti Ddblb, '^'t(tk 'Vboro H^t 
Dean kftlgetltirh^ a-youftgtttan. J. 

f The duchess also appeared at the 'Caitle in Doblin, wholly 
clad in the manufactures of Iwlandi, on'|iisaaJMt)r'«i^inlrday ia 
H53, %hCu'titse'duS^eiii^&^M«9Bd tMM kff^4ieviiHat. H. 
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I defy you in all shapes ; be it Dean of St. Patrick's 
governing England or Ireland^ or politician drapier. 
But my choice should bt *' the Parsoa in lady Bettj's 
chamber *J' Make haste then^ if you have a mind 
to oblige 

Your ever sincere hearty old friend, 

LADY BETTY. 



For 



FROM MR. GAY AND THE DUKE OF 

QUEENSBERRY.t 

about this month or six weeks past, I have 
been rambling from home, or have been at what I 
may not improperly call other homes, at Dawley, and 
at Twickenham ; and I really think, at every one of 
my homes ^'ou have as good a pretension as myself; 
' for I find them all exceedingly disappointed by the 
lawsuit that has kept you this summer from us. Mr. 
Pope told me that affair was now over, that you hare 
the estate which was your security ; I wish you bad 
your own money ; for I wish you free from every en- 
. gagement that keeps us from one another. I think 
you deciphered the last letter we sent you very judi- 
ciously. You may make your own conditions at 
Amesbury; where I am at present; you may do the 
same at Dawley ; and Twickenham, you know, is 
your own. But, if you rather choose to live with me 
(that is to say, if you will give up your right and ti- 
tle) J will purchase the house you and I used to dis- 
pute about over against Ham Walks, on purpose to 
entertain you. Name your day, and it shall be done. 
I have lived with you ; and I wish to do so again in 
any place, and upon any terms. The duchess does 
not know of my writing ; but I promised to acquaint 

* See the verses in Vol. X. N. 
^ t Endonfd, ''Kodate, reteived Nov. S, l'Z31." H. 
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the duke the next time I wrote to you^ and for aught 
I know he may tell the duche&s^ and she may tell sir 
William Wyndham, who is now here ; andf for fear 
they should all have something to say to you^ I leav« 
the rest of the paper till I see the duke. 

THE DUKE. 

Mr. Gay tells me, you seem to doubt what au- 
thority my wife atidhe have to invite a person hither, 
who, by agreement, is to have the government of 
the place during his stay ; when at the same time it 
does not appear, that the present master of these de- 
mesnes has been consulted in it. The truth of the 
matter is this : I did not know whether yOu might not 
have suspected me for a sort of a pert coxcomb, had 
1 put in my word in the late correspondence between 
you and my wife. Ladies (by the courtesy of the 
world) enjoy privileges not allowed to men ; and in 
many cases the same thing is called a favour from a ^ 
lady, which might perhaps be looked upon as imper- 
tinence from a man. Upon this reflection, 1 have 
hitherto refrained from writing to you, having never 
had the pleasure of conversing with you otherwise ; 
and as that is a thing I most sincerely wish, I would 
not venture to meddle in a negotiation that seemed 
to he in so fair a way of producing that desirable end. 
But our friend John has not done me justice, if he 
has never mentioned to you how much I wish for the 
pleasure of seeing you here ; and though I have not 
till now avowedly taken any steps toward bringing it 
ahout, what has passed conducive to it has been all 
along with my privity and consent, and I do now for- 
mally ratify all the preliminary article^ and conditions 
agreed to on the part of my wife, and will undertake 
ioT the due observance of them. I depend upon my 
ii'ieudJohn to answer]for my sincerity. I was not long 

VOL. xviii. p 
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at oourt, and iaxt been a country genftleman forsdme 
time. 

Ptrtt manas inh iifms darqtte dd$. 
Sive higfig gniprte graeros*. 

MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYERf. 

trm, A^flTOwAcrd, 17S1. 

X "HAVE been much surprised at your long silence, 
and perhaps you have been Reeled in the same man- 
ner at mine. But as I hoipe always to preserve the 
friendship we have be^an, I must acquaint you with 
the reasons of my conduct. 

1 have flie misfortune to live in a scene of great 
hurry ; and, between attending those in high stations 
who honour me with their friendship, and discharg- 
ing the duties of my profession, 1 have scarce a mo- 
ment disengaged ; yet I constantly desired my friend 
I'^aulkner to write to you in my name, "because I ima- 
gined it would save postage ; and I thought it un- 
reasonable to trouble you with my letters, when I bad 
no very urgent business to write to you upon, and 
had too many obligations to you to think of adding 
to your expense. ^\xt I cannot imagine what you 
can plead in your excuse, for your neglect of wri- 
ting to me, who am desirous to continue a constant 
correspondence : I shall be glad tg hear you justify 
yourself. 

Yesterday I saw a letter of yours lo Mr. Faulkner, 
and on so distressful a subject, that I very sensibly 

* This Is anottier hand ; possibly sir W.Wyudhaai's. K. 

f This letter and a few which follow il, place the charac- 
l0r and 'Situation of Mr. Ptfkitfgton in a new point of view, and 
i:aitaii Mfiae'p£.tticutaitttf the Dean's litevaEy.htstciiy.tkat are far 
from being uninteresting. The learned printer, to whom tliey are 
addressed, was bom Dec. 17, 1699; and died Nov. 9, 17T7^ N. 



L£TT£RS TO AND FROH 9^R. SWIFT. 15f 

shsMTed, in yoix afiTicUcui *• I an aalurally apt to pity 
the woes of my fellow creatures^ but the wounds of 
voy firiend are my own. Here my office <Hight to be 
to administer comfort to .you in so great a calamity S 
biU; I know» haw mtKh easier it is io preach patieace 
and resignation thaa to practise^ther. The strongs 
est reason a^ts but feebly upon the heart that is loaded 
with grief, xm>v is the highest eloquence powerful 
eBough to heal a wounded spirit \ time» and a firm 
trust in a Divine Providence, which undoubtedly 
erders all things for the best, are the only ministers 
of comfort in our misfortunes ; and I hppe your own 
virtue will enable you to bear this affiictioa with the 
resoluticM) oi a christiaiu though jioined with all the 
ie^ernass of a frieiid, and the fondest esteem Hoc the 
fBemory <^ that relation yau have )ost. 

I desired Mr. Faulkner, about mx weeks ago^ to 
leturn yo^ my tbanks for your kindness in procuriM 
JDe the books ftom Mr. Gile^^i, which I received 
safe, and also the box, of tbqse wfitings qf mine. Ani 
I am extremelj^ grieved to find that Faulkn^l ree- 
lected inentioniBg either. I bad i^t known i| onTjr 
for yom post^ciiptj^ wherein yqu desire (q know whe-t 
ther I received th^m* I would have vvrote to you be^ , 
fore th«54 if I had not believed thftt y«ui chs^rge wfi 
paid; for Pjt. Delany is, I believe, by this time, in 
Londqp I aqH Ive wrote to ine fropfi Sath &a direc-» 
tions where ta find yqit in iHOndom, that he might pav 
qfi' his billjt and leturn you his thanks for your kindr 
ne^s to us. JUet me beg the favour of you to acquaint 
Mr. Giles with this, because I wquhl notj for anw 
consideration^ seem to forget my cieditors, though 
in another country. If Dr. Del^nv be not come to 
yuM, J desire you will inquire oi»t hii» lodging*; and 
I bdieve you may be informed either at lord Boling- 
broke's, or Mr. I^rciyal's in Conduit street. Tell him 

*The death of Mr8.Bowycr, which happened Octi fipt^i. N ' 

r 2 
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vour name whenever you go to wait upon him ; and 
1 assure you the doctor will be extremely firiendly to 
you, and glad to see you, for I have often talked to 
him of you. 

I received ninety-four books * from yon, but I be- 
lieve you must commit them to the charge of Mr. 
Fadlkner ; because I have no opportunity of selling, 
but bestowing them ; for when any of my friends are 
desirous to have one, and ask me where they are to 
be had, I am always too generous or too bashlul 
(which is a great rarity among us Irish) to accept of 
payment for them ; aiid by this means I shall be un- 
der the necessity of giving all away, which wouki 
be too expensive an article to me. Now what I think 
would answer, would be, to send what I have not 
bestowed to Mr. Faulkner, and let him publish in his 
newspaper, that he has imported some o/ those books, 
and let him be accountable to you for the sale. I 
wrotfe to you for thir,ty, which I expected to give 
away ; ana I believe I have distributed so many. 
When I receive your answer, I will give you a par- 
ticular account, and remit you the money for them, 
the first opportunity. If I find Dr. Dehiny^s lodgmgs 
out from any friends here, or from his tetters to me, 
I will give you immediato notice. I should be glad 
to have any catalogues that were now selling in Lon* 
don ; and if you could send any of them, or any 
other little pamphlets, they may be directed to the 
lord bishop of Killala, in Dublin, for me. I never 
received either the Monthly Chronicle for March, 
nor the Historia Literaria for ditto : I believe it mis- 
cfarried, by being directed to Faulkner : they were 
not for Dr. Delany, but for another gentleman in 
town ; but I had rorgot, till the gentleman asked me 

* Mr. Pilkington's voltmieof Poem?, printed by Mr. Bowycr 

in 1730. N. r j i 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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ftp ihem the othisr day. I shall be glad to hear from 
jon soon ; and am your most sSnoore iiriond, 

MATT. FILKINGTON. 

* TbfTC h one Green, a bookseller, lately eOme frtikn 
London to this town, who has imported a very civl- 
ous collection of books; but he has rated them so 
excessively dear, and seems to act so haughtily in the 
salt of them, that I believe above three^fourths of 
ihem vdll be sent back to-morrow to England again. 
I made the dean of St. Patrick's go with me there 
the first morning ; but all the bp^s wore too dear 
for either of us. 



FROM MR. GAY AND MR. POPE. 

Jfecmiicr 1, 1731. 

X OU used to eom{4aiffi that Mr. Pope and I would 
net let you ^eak c yon may now be even with us, 
and take it out m writings If you do not send to me 
BOW and then, the post-^trffice will think me of no con* 
sequence, for I have no correspondent but you. You 
BMiy keep as far from us as you please, you cannot 
be forrotten by those who ever Knew you, and there- 
fore jHease me by sometimes showing that I am not 
lergot by yoo. 1 have nothing to take me off from 
my friendship to you : i seek no new acquaintance, 
and court no ^v«ur;'I spend no shillings in coaches 
or chairs to levees or great visits, and, as I do not 
want the assistance of some that I Airmerly conversed 
witii, I will not so much as seem to seek to be a de- 
pendent. As to my studies, I have not been entire- 
ly idle, though I cannot say that I have yet perfected 
any thitng. What I have done is something in the 
way of these febles I have already published. All 
f3 
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tite money I get is by saving, so that by habit there 
may be some hopes (if I grow richer) of my becom- 
ing a miser. All misers have their excuses : the mo- 
tive to my f^slmony is independence. If I were to 
be represented by the duchess (she is suck a down- 
right niggard for me) this character might not beal< 
lowed me ; but I reaMy think I am covetous enough, 
for any who lives at the court end of the town, and 
who is as poor as myself: for I do not pretend that 
I am equally saving with S ^k. Mr. Lewis de- 
sired you might be told that he has five pounds of yours 
in his bands, which be fancies you. may have forgot, 
for he will hardly allow that a verseman can have a 
just knowledge of his own affairs. When you got rid 
of your lawsuit^ I was in hopes that you had got your 
own, and was free from every vexation of theuLw; 
but Mr. Pope tells me you are not entirely out of your 
perplexity, though you have the security now in your 
own possession ; but still your case is not so bad as 
captain GuUiver^s, who was ruined by having a de- 
cree for him with costs. I have an injunction forme 
against pirating booksellers^ which I am sure to get 
nothing by, and will, I fear, in the end drain me of 
some money. Whei'i I began this prosecution. I 
fancied there would be some end of it ;. but the law 
still goes on^ and it is probable I shall some time or 
other see an attoinev's bill as long as the book. Poor 
Duke Disney is deao, and has left what he had among 
his friends, among whom are lord Bolingbroke SOOL 
Mr. Pelham 500l. sir William Wyndham's youngest 
son 50()I. Gen. Hill 5001. lord Masham's son 500L 

You have the good wishes of those I conirerse 
with ; they know they gratify me, when they reo^em-r 
ber you ; but I really think they do it purely fpr your 
' own sake. I am satisfied with the love and friend- 
ship of gQdd men', and envy not the demerits of those 
who are most conspicuqusly distinguished. There- 
fore as I set a just value upon your friendship^ you 
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cannot please me more than letting me now and then ' 
know that you reitaember me; the only satis&ctioo 
of distant friends i 

P. S. Mr. Gaj^'s is a good letter^ mine'will be a 
very 4un one; and vet Tvbat you will think the worst 
of it, is what shoul({ be its excuse, that I write in a , 
beadach that has bsted three days. I «m never ili 
but I think of your ailments, and repine that they 
mutually hinder our being together ; though in one 
point I am apt to dilfer from you, for you shun your 
firiends when you are in those circumstances, and I 
desire them ; your way is the more generous, mine 

the more tender. Lady took your letter very 

kindly, for I had prepared her to expect no answer . 
under a twelvemonth ; but kindness perhaps is a 
word not applicable to courtiers. However she is 
an extraordinary woman here, who will do you com- 
mon justice,. For God's sake why all this scruple 
about lofd B~'s keeping your horses, who has a 
park ; or about my keeping you oii a pint of wine a 
dy^yl We are infinitely richer tlian you imagine; 
Jobn Gay shall help me to entertain you, though you 
come like a king Lear with fifty knights— Though 
such prospects as I wish, cannot now be formed tor 
fixing you with us, time may provide better before 
jou part again : the old lord may die, the benefice 
may drop, or, at worst, you may carry me into Ire- 
land. You will see a work oi' lord Bolingbroke^s, and 
osic of mine; which, with a just neglect of the pre- 
Krut age, consult only posterity ; and, with a noble 
scorn of politics, aspire to philosophy. I am glad 
jott resolve to meddle no more with the low concerns 
ami interests of parties, even of countries (for coun- 
tries are butjarger parties) Quid verum atque deceits, 
cmrare, €t r^gare, nostrum siU I am mucn pleased 
WiXh your design upon Rochefbucault's maxima pray 

, Digitized by VjOOQIc 
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finish it *. I an htppy whenever jou joiii our naineft 
together: so would Dr, Arbathnot Jm, but at this ttina 
he can be pleased with nothing : for kis daximg sob 
is dying in jsili probability^ by Uie melancholy account 
I received this morning. 

The paper you ask me about is of liuie valie. It 
might have been a seasonable satire upon tho scanda- 
lous language and passion with wbrch men of oondi- 
tion have siooped to treat one another t surely tiiey 
sacrifice too much to the people, when they s^erUice 
their own characters, families, 8i:c. to tiie diversion 
of that rabble of readers. I agree with you in my 
contempt of most popularity, fame, Sfc. even as a 
writer I am cool in it, and whenever you see what I 
am now writing*, you will be convinced I would 
please but a few, and (if J could) make mankind less 
admirers, and greater rcasoners. I study much more 
to render my own portion of being ea^sy, and to keep 
this peevish frame oif the human body in good hu- 
mour. Infirmities have now quite unmanned me, 
and it will delight you to hear they are not increased, 
though not diminished. I thank God, I do not very 
much want people to attend me, though my mother 
now cannot. When I am sick, I lie dmvn ; when I 
am better, I rise up : I am used to the headach, Sfc, 
If greater pains arrive, (such as my late rheumatism) 
the servants bathe and plasty me, or the surgeon 
scarifies me, and I bear it, because I must. This is 
tlie evil of nature, not of fortune. I am just now as 
well as^when you were here : I pray God you were 
no worse. I sincerely wish mj life were passed near 
you, and such as it i&, I would not* repine at it. 

AH you mention remember you, and wish you 
here. 

* The ckarscterimic poeijA on his ova death, formtd apoft a 
fl^axiiii of RoclbefoucauU. N. 

•f This was said whilst he was employed on the Essay on Man, 
not yet published, 1731. Da. WAaTOK. ^ 
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FROM LADY, BETTY GERMAIN. 

Jan, U, 1731-2. 

It IS well for Mr. Pope your letter came as it did, 
ibi else I had called for my coach j^ and was going to 
make a thorough search at his house ; for that I was 
most positively assured that you were there in pri- 
vate, the duke of Dorset can tell you, Non credo is 
all the Latin I know, and the most useful word upon 
all occasions to me. However, like most other peo-; 
pie, I can give it up for what I wish ; so for once I 
believed, or at least went half way in what I hoped 
was true, and then, for the only time, your letter was 
unwelcome* You tell me you have a request, which 
is purely personal to me : non credo for that ; for I 
am sure you would not be so disagreeable as not to 
have made it, when you know it is a pleasure and 
satisfaction to me to do any thing you desire, by 
which you may find you are not sans ednsSquenee 
to me; 

1 met with your friend Mr. Pope the other day. 
He complains of not being well, and indeed looked 
ill. i fear that neither his wit or sense do arm him 
enough against being hurt by malice ; and that he 
is too sensible of what fools say : the run is much 
against him on the duke of uhandos's * account ; 
hat I believe their rage is not kindness to the duke, 
but glad to give it vent with some tolerable pretence* 
I wish your presence would have such a miraculous 
effect 2LS your design on Biddy's f speech : you know 
formerly her tongue was not apt to run much by io- 

* There is no doubt but Mr. Pope intended the character of 
Timon, in his epistle on the use of riches in works of taste, ad« 
dressed to the earl of Burlington* for the duke of Cbandos* H. 

f Biddy Floyd. H. o 
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clination ; but now every winter is kept still per- 
force, for she commonly gets a violent cold that ksts 
her ail winter. But as to thatqaarrelsome friend of 
the duke of Dorset's, I will let her loose at you, and 
see which can get the better. Miss Kelly * was a 
very pretty girl when she went from hence, and thp 
beaux show their good, taste by liking her. I hear 
her father is now kirid to her ; but if she is not 
mightily altered, she would give up some of her ain 
ana equipage to Kve in England f. 

Since you are so good as to inquire after my 
heahh, I ought to inform you I never ^vas better in 
my life than this winter. 1 have escaped both head- 
achs and gout :. and that yours may not be in danger 
by reac^ng such a long letter, I witl add no more, 
bttt bid adieu to my dear Dean. 

E. GERMAIN. 



FROM MR. QKY. 

DEAR SIR, London, Jan ISyll^l*^. 

It is now past nine o'clock. I deftsrred fitting 
down to write to yon^ in ^xpect^^Uon to |iav« seea 
Mr. Pope* w\to left me two or three hours ugeia id 
try to find Ioj:d BurlxngtQ«, within whose waJk I 
have not beon admitted this ye^j^ a^d a half I but 
for what reason I know pot. Mr* Pope t^ ji^st this 
minute come in, but bad not the good luck ix> find 
him I so that I cannot give you any satisfaction in tha 
affair you writ last abou<t. He designs to see hiflf^ 

* Daughter of Dennis Kelly, esq. a gentleman of very good 
estate in Ireland, who was committed to the Tpwer of Lond^xi in 
1722, on suspicion of corresponding with the Pretender j but 
nothing could be proved against him. P. 

f This lady died of a consumption, a ftw^ears after, ia Lon- 
don. N. , edbyL-OOgle 
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to-morrow ; and if any thing can be done, he says 
jou skall hear from him. 

By the beginning of my letter you see how I de-» 
dine in &vour ; but I look upon it as my particular 
distinction, thai as soon as the court gains a man 
I k»e ^itn/ It is a mortification I haveoeen used t^, 
so I bear k ats a philoso|>her should.^ 

The letter which you writ to me and t#ie duk^, I 
Teceived ; and Mr. Pope shewed me that directed 
to him, wlwdi gave «ie more pleasi^re than bU *he 
ietters yoit have writ since I saw you, as it gives rae 
iiopes of seeing yo« «oon. 

Were I to acqoaitit the ^uk^ and dschess of my 
writing, i kviow that Ibey would have something to 
say to you> and pei<haps would f>revent imy senorng 
the letter this post, so I choose to say nothing about 
k. You are in ff^^^ favour and 'esteem with all 
that love iBe, which i^one great reason t-hat I love 
and esteem 'tkem. 

Whenever you will •order me to turn yoar fortune 
into ready woney, I wild obey you ; but I choose to 
leave it where it is till yott want it, as it -carries some 
interest; though it might be fiow sold to some ad« 
vantage, and is liable to rises and falls with the 
mher stocks. It may be higher as well as lower ; so 
I will nc^l di^^ose <n it till I hear from you. I am 
impatient 4o ^ce yon, so 9/n all your iriends. You 
have taken your resolation, «nd 1 shall hence^rth 
every week -expect an agreetfble surprise. The bell- 
tnati rings ler the letter, so I can say no more. 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR, BOWYER- 

SIR, Feb. 5, 1731-2. 

1 FIND yott are resolved to lay me under so niany 
obligations to you» that, apon principles of gratitude, 
I must be always desirous to promote your interest 
to the utmost of my power. I think you have no- 
thing more left to do, but to make the experiment, 
by putting it in my way to return your favours. I 
sent sixty-five books to Mr. Faulkner's, and liope 
some time or other to have it in my power to maie 
acknowledgments. I find Mr. Faulkner sent you a 
little pamphlet of my writing, called An IntailiUe 
Scheme to pay the Debts of this Nation I have 
the honour to see it mistaken for the Dean% both io 
Dublin and in your pari of the world ; but I am still 
difhdent of it, whether it will merit esteem or coo- 
tempt. It was a sudden whim^ and I was templed 
to send it into the world by tlie approbation whidi 
the Dean (m^ wisest and best friend) expressed, when 
he read it : if you were concerned in the printing of 
it, 1 hope you will be no sufferer. I am very mitbb 
obliged to you for receiving liie yoimg* printer, whom 
I recommended to you, in so friendly a manner ; id 
can, on this side of the water, be servic^ble to any 
friend of yours, command me. 

I am much pleased to hear of your acquaintance 
vvith Dr. Delany, who is the best of friends ; and I 
do not doubt but your affection for him will increase 
with your intimacy with him. I desire you to pre- 
sent my service to him, and tell him that the Dean 
designs to trouble him to buy a convenient micro- 
scope, that he may find out both myself and my 
house with greater ease than he can at present, be- 
cause we are both so excessively small, that he can 
scarce discover either. I hope to hear soon Irom 
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.jou, althoagh it be parliament time* and you hur- 
ried with buiiiness ; and shall always be your sincere 
friend and savant, 

MATT. PILKINGTON. 



TO THE REV. MR. WINDAR. 

SIR, Dublin, Feb. 19, 1731-2. 

1 HAD the favour of yours of the. 6th instant. I 
have been above a fortnight confined by an aeci* 
dental strain, and can neither ride nor walk, nor 
easily write, else you should have heard from me 
sooner. I am heartily sorry for your disorder, and 
am the more sensible by those I have myself, though' 
not of the same kind, out a constant disposition to 
giddiness, which I fear my present continement, 
with the want of exercise^ will increase. I am 
afraid you could not light upon a more unqualified 
man to serve you, or my nearest friends, in any man- 
ner, with people in power ; for I have the misfor- 
tune to be not only under the particular displeasure 
both of the king and queen, as every body knows, 
but likewise of every person both in England and 
Ireland who are well "with the court, or can do me 
good or hurt. And although this and the two last. 
lieutenants were of my old acquaintance, yet I never 
could prevail with any of them to give a living to a 
sober grave clergyman, who married my near rv*ia- 
tion, and has been long in th^ church ; so that ho 
is still my curate, and I reckon this present governor 
will do like the rest. I believe there is not any per- 
son you see from this town, who does not know that 
my situation is as I describe. If you or your son 
were in favour with any .bishop or patron, perhaps it 
might be contrived to have them put in mind, or so- 
licited ; but I am no way proper to be the fir^it 
vox., xviii, a 
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mover, because latere is not ont «pirUuii or tempo- 
' f al lord m Ireland whom i Tistt, or by whom I am 
visited, but am as mere a monk as any in Spain ; 
and there ts not « clei^gjman on the top of a moun- 
tain who so little converses with mankind, or is so 
little regarded by them, on Any other account ex- 
cept showing malice. All this I bear as well as I 
can ; eat my morsel idone like a )ciiig> and am con- 
stantly at home when I am not riding or walking, 
which I do often, and always alone. 

I give yott this !pictiure of my self out of old frknd- 
^p : firom whence you fvay judge what skaae of 
spirits and mirth is now hk me, Y«t I canaqt read 
at nights, and ahi tiienefor« forced to scribble some- 
thing, whereof nifie Hkine^ in ten are burned next 
morning. Focgiv«this 4edioiiane68 in the pen, «irhich 
I-aoqiiiFe by the wani^f spending il in talk ; and be- 
lieve me to b^ with true esteem and friendship^ 
¥oitr.mQst obedieftt bumble servant* &c. 



FHOM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Fflft. 23, 1731-12. 

I LIKE to know my power (if it Is so) tha* I can 
make you uneasy at my not writing ; though I shall 
not often care to exert rt, lest you shooSd grow weary 
a£ me and my correspondence^ but tfhe slowness of 
my answer does not come from the emptiness of my 
heart, bat the emptiness of my head ; and that you 
know is nature's iatilt, not mine. I was not learned 
enough to know non credo has been so long in •fa- 
rfiion : btft every day convin^ces me more<jf the ne- 
cessity of it, not btit that Loften wish againsrt tnjrseilf ; 
as for example, I would fain believe yon are conir- 
Jng to England, because moft df your acqusiniftiice 
t^M me^o^ and yet 9 turn, and wind, itttd siA your 
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letters to find any Uii»g UIm, U Mi^ Iro^ ; but in- 
stead of thatt lher« I find it kwsAMt^ which is » 
worse tie by the kg %hM yoi^r bn^eness* And praj 
what is " this Hurt »b9V9 my lieel ?" H4V« you had a 
fellow feeitiig with my lofd lieutenant * of the gout, 
and cail it a spmiB, as ho does ? who iias lied so loDg 
and often to dkigvisie itj that I rerily thdnk he has 
Bot a new stof y left. Doea W do the $atne in Ire* 
laud ; for there i hc^ed he would have given a bet- 
ter example ? t 

I find yoa are g? own a horrid flattver, or else you 
could sever have thouf^t of any thing so much to 
my taste as this piece of marble you speak of for my 
sister Penelope f* which I desire may be at my ex- 
pence. I cannot be exacts neither as to the time nor 
year, but she died soon after we came there, and we 
did not stay quite two years, and were in Englan4 
some months beibre king WflUaa died^ I wish I 
had my dame Wadga^'s, or Mr. Ferrers's memoran- 
dum head, that I mi^t know whether it was " 9t 
the time of gooseberries J^** 

* Tb0 duke of Dory t. 

f Lady Pcnetope Berkeley died in Dublio, while her father 
was in the government, and was interred in St, Andrew's church, 
uoder the altar. No noonument was erected to her menoory till 
about this time, when Dr. Swift ($iu&«4 « plaie ^f blaclu mafbt* to 
he 6wd i» th« wall ore«r the altai»pi«ce, wikh ^kift in^ription : 
^ Uodemeaih lieih^ the body of ihe My P«nelap« Berl^-» 
Ity^ daughter of ih« ri^hi i»oa, C\m\e$» 9w\ of Berkeky, 
Sbe died ScpMinber %ko ad* 1 669." F. 
^ In the petition of Frances H«rm to ^% lords ja^iicet, upon 
losing her yurte, phaied in th« tenth volume of ihiii collection, 
there are these versei. 

f^ Y«9, say* the steward* I ronaemher* when I was 4t my 

" lady Shrewtfeury't, 
^* Such a thing m this Ji^^pfMwd >ii9t about tho time ef 
** gooseberries.'' 
This tteward was Mr. Fef rers ; «nd dame Wadgar W9» the M 
dTif housekeeper in lord Btrkfikby't (vaMiy, when he was one of 
the bids justices of Ireland. H. ^ 

a 2 
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Surely your Irish air is very bad for darts ; if Mrs. 
Kelly's are bkinted already, make her cross father let 
her comeover, and we would not use her so in Eng- 
land. If my duchess * sees company in a mornings 
you need not grumble at the hour ; it must be purely 
from great complaisance, for that never was her 
taste here, though she is as early a riser as the genera- 
lity of ladies are : and I believe there are not many 
dressing rooms in London, but mine, where the early 
idle come. 

Adieu abruptly : for I will have no more formal 
humble servants^ with your whole name at the hot-' 
torn, as if I was asking you your catechism. 



FROM SIR CHARLES WOGAN*. 

I HAVE the honour of a very obliging letter, from 
a person whose penetration I flattered myself I ctxild 
have escaped ; although I might assure him with 
great sincerity, that I never had a more earnest de- 
sire for any man's acquaintance and friendship than 

* The duchess of Dorset. H. 

f This tract, written in the epistolary, style, was addressed to 
Dr. Swift by its author, sir Charles Wogan, a gentleman at that 
time of high reputation, and much distinguished at most of the 
cuurts of Europe. He was of an ancient Irish family, and nephev 
to the famous duke of Tyrconnel ; who was first minister to king 
James IT, and commander in chief of his forces, during his resi- 
dence in Ireland. Of course he was bred up in all the principles 
of jacobitism, and being also a Roman Cathohc» was tinctured with 
all the bigotry of the times. He followed his unfortunate master 
into exilcp where he continued to serve him with a zeal worthy of 
a better cause. See an account of him at the end of September 
Fr39, Where the Dean*8 letter here alluded to is printed; 
and A second letter from sir Charles Wogan in Vol. XIX. dated 
in June 1735. N. 
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for Us. Upon the hie dddtslon^ it it irue» my ck* 
sign was to have trweUed and been received inecg^ 
mto, I bad taken my mes^Mires for it in the best 
manner I could deviie. But all |ny art and travestie 
was vain. His Meator was superior^ to my Urani* 
us, who could not avoid beitiff discovered, as in the 
storj of Telemadiiis, and striking sail to a more ex- 
alted divinity* I own I was somewhat concerned at 
my being seen in my undress,, through ail the magni* 
ficonce dP those dis^ises I had put on. But Mentor 
has^ so much the air of a benign and friendly spirit, 
iizi my confusion was. soon over : and mcthinks I 
could be exposed in the midst of all my defects, with- 
out any concern, provided it were opiy to those 
whom he judges wordiy of his intimacy. 

Nothing can be more distinguishing, in rewd 
of an unhappy people, than bis character of £ose 
abroad ; • nor more ytst than his remarks, upon the ge* 
nius and sufienngs of those at home. Bat jacta est 
elea: the set of people bemeans^ can no longer be 
looked upon as a i\^\ot\, either in or out ot their 
country. Those who have chosen a voluntary ex- 
ile, to get rid of oppression^' have given themselves 
up, wiUi great gayety of spirit, to the slaughter, in fa* 
reign ano ungratelul service, to the numwr of above 
120,000 men, within these forty years. The rest, 
who have been content to stay at. home, are reduced 
to the wretched condition of the Spartan helots. 
They sre tmder a double slavery. They serve their 
inhuman lordlines, who aire the more severe upon 
the^, because they dare not yet look upon the coun<^ 
try as their own ; while all together axe under the 
supercilious dominion and jealousy of another overrul- 
ing power. 

To return to pnr exiles. Mentor certainly doe$ 

themlhat justice wtiieh cannot be denied them by 

any of those nations among whom they have served; 

bat it is -seldom or erer allowed them by those wh6 

a3 
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can write or speak English correclly. They have 
shown a great deal ofgallantrjf in the defence of fo- 
reign states and princes, with very little advantage 
to themselves, but that of being free ; and without 
half the outward marks of distinction they deserved. 
These southern governments are very slow in ad- 
vancing foreigners to considerable or gainful pre- 
ferments. Their chief attention is reserved for their 
own subjects, to make them »ame amends for the 
heavy yoke they have hid over them. The only 
fruit the Irish have reaped by their valour is their ex-^ 
tinction ; and that general fame, which they have 
lost themselves, to acquire for their country, already 
Iost» with respect tb them. They had the honour of 
Ireland at heart ; while those who actually possessed 
their country, were little affected with any other 
glory than that of England ; which they advanced^ 
with great bravery during all the late wars. They 
were content to forget they were Irishmen ; and 
Knzland, in return for that compliment, has graci* 
ously conferred upon them, as she still does, the first 
employments both at sea and land ; whereby tliey 
have been enabled to leave very comfortable esta- 
blishnjents to their children : whereas the Irish exiles 
can only be said to Jiave buried the synagogue with 
honour. They were undoubtedly the flower of the 
catholic distinction of subjects. They are extinct to 
a very inconsiderable niunber, and have not left one 
single settlement in all the continent, to any of their 
posterity. They had always the post of honour al- 
lowed tnem, where it was taixed with danger ; and 
lived in perpetual fire, which was all they could be- 
queath as an inheritance to their issue, who are ex- 
tremely^ few, on account of the little encouragement 
given for begetting them. Thcj very scum of French 
refugees have had much better treatment and fortune 
in those countries, where they were only a charge to 
the government, than the Irisli npbility and gentry 
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have met with, whero their courage and fidelity were 
in a great measure its support. Had it not been 
much better for them tp have gone in search of new 
' establishmenls out of the known world, and made 
some settlement for themselvesand their posterity in 
the antipodes ? 

As I was but a new comer among them^ I have* 
often blamed their men of chief distinction and sense, 
for having rejected the terms offered by the prince 
of Orange to my uncle Tyrconnel, in favour of the 
Irish catholics in general, before the decisive battle, 
of Aghrim; which (by the by) till the sudden fall of 
their general, was fought witn more bravery on their 
side, than any battle has been, perhaps for some 
centm'ies past, by any people under equal disadvan- 
tages. The prince was touched with the fate of a 
gdlant nation, that had made itself a victim to French 
promises, said ran headlong to its ruin for the only 
purpose, in fact, of advancing the French conquests 
in the Netlterlands, under the favour of that hope- 
less diversion in Ireland, which gave work enough 
to 40,000 of the best troops of the grand alliance of 
Augsbourgh. He longed to find himself at the head 
of die confederate army with so^ strong a reinforce- 
ment. In this anxiety he ofFeredi the Irish catholics 
the free exercise, of their religion ; half the churches 
of the kingdom ; half the employments, civil and 
military too, if they pleased, and even the moiety of 
their ancient properties. These proposals, though 
they were to have. had an English act of parliament 
for their sanction, were refused with universal con- 
tempt. Yet the exile;, in tlie midst of their hard 
usage abroad, could not be brought to repent of 
their obstinacy. Whenever I pressed them upon the 
matter, their, answer was generally to this purpose : 
" If England can break her public faith, in regard 
of the wretched articles of Limerick, by keeping up 
aperpetual terror and persecution over that j)arcel 
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of miserable, unmrmed peasantry, and dastard gentrf 
we have left at home, witiiout any other Apology or 
pretence for h» but Jber wanton mrs and jealousies! 
what cottld iiave beeaesspected by the men of troe 
vigour and spirit, if they had remained in their coon" 
try, but a cruel war, under greater disadvaniaces, 
or SHch a uniTersal massacre as our lathers have often 
been threatened with by the ocmfederate* rebels of 
Great Britain ?"-^ Jd qiod ncm fidt re^ansum.'^^Yet 
their liberty and glory abroad is bat the price of their 
blood ; and, even at that expen^^ they have oniy 
purchased a more honourable haseldama*. 

It was impossible for a peopfe to thlrive^ after 
having been driven by their too warrantable distmst 
of their enemies, into the snares laid for them by 
their fiilseiiriends. France, npon their arrival, >gave 
them a crael reform of their officers andof thwpay for 
a welcome, by a scandalous breach of ^^ ; sa* 
crificed them to her wars ; made their ^zeal and 
spirit the dupes of her idle pretences; and, at last, 
inhumanly disbanded great numbers of them to the 
wide world, after the peace of Rjswick. Had they 
been kept together in one body irom the beginning, 
to the number of 50,000 men, according to the pfo* 
mise that tempted them partly to quit thehncountry, 
they had made a ;much better figure in the world. 
Richelieu's politics iVere against it. He was a great 
master, particularly in the judgment he bad f<Mmed 
of the valour of his countrymen; since he h«s left it 
on record, that bodies of foreign troops most be 
mixed with French, In order to give theip emidation. 
Upon this account the Irish were parcelled by bri« 
gades among the many armies entertained by the 
French king. Atthough this repartition was very 
mortifying to them, they ever behaved in their several 
bands apart with particular distinction. They never 

♦ Field of bbud. oiaKg by Google 
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found themselves in any engagement, where thej 
did not pierce the opposite enemy. Not one regt* 
ment of them ever fled, till it was in a manner left 
alone ; and during all the late wars, in which their 
principals were generally worsted, they cannot be 
said to have lost two pair of colours. The French 
never gained a victory, to which those handfols of 
Irish were not known to iiave contributed in a sin* 
guJar manner ; nor lost a battle, in which they did 
not preserve, or rather augment their reputation, by 
carrying oiTcolours and standards from the victorious 
enemy. From this we may conclude,, wkhout any 
great vanity, that they had been an impenetrable 
phalanx, if ti^y had been allowed to continue in one 
body ; and that, instead of acquiring glory by retail, 
they had gained complete victories as one single 
brigade oi them did at Mellazo^ having driven the 
whole German army into the town or the sea^ after 
they had been deserted by the Spanish troops and 
generals to a man. Yet their principal officers, who 
have signalized themselves equally upon all occasions, 
have been advanced to no higher preferment than 
that of lieutenant general ; whereas Scots, Germans, 
Livonians, Italians, have been promoted to the dig* 
nity of mar^schals of France. But as the valour of 
the Irish is already taken for granted abroad, and 
their zeal turned into a sort of ridicule, on account 
of the unprecedented usage it has met, with at home, 
it is modestly presumed all over the world, that they 
scarce need any reward for their virtue, but their 
virtue alone. 

I have often been at a loss for the cause of this 
odd destiny, that attends the Irish catholics in all 
foreign courts and countries. They are the first cal- 
led upon for any service that requires fidelity and 
resoliition ; the last distinguished with any eminent 
marks of honour or advantage. Let them behave ' 
ever so well, if it be thought fit to give them any re- 
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compeBse, it is ahrajs inferior to tvlMrt miglit be 
judged sitiiicrent for men of anj other oxintry m the 
like case. Whatever others nigiit be oitided to 
gnmble at as a reward, must be received bj then 
M a gift. Whatever is taken hoto them either at 
home or abroad is lawial priae. Their seal, in re- 
, gard of loyahy and religion, has been so cruelij mis- 
represented, and their ur.para^kfftrd sufferings so in- 
volved in- shades, or clad with an air of justice, (hat 
they ate becoBie a i>y-word in aU coimtriet alike ; 
which are perfectly agreed to keep them low, after 
ike example of their own princes, apon a presafmp- 
tionthat they could not have been ased so extremdj 
ill, if they had not in some measare deserved it. A 
longatxi perpetual train ofinisibrtttneshas a strangf 
tendency toward putting a people in the vireng ; or, 
at best, making them the objcx^s of ridicule. The 
Irish for having been stcadv to their principles, and 
not as canning knaves as the two neighbouring na- 
tions, have groaned, daring the two Last centuries, 
under all the weight of injaslice, caltwMiy, and 
tyranny, of which &eve is no example^ in eqoal cir- 
cumstances, to be shoiwn in any history of the uni- 
verse. All this cahtmny has been sounded into the 
ears of all Europe by their enemiea both fordgn 
and domestic ; and thereby gained credit, more or 
less, on account of net having been sulficiently con- 
troverted or refuted in time. Their constant mis- 
fortunes have given a sort of sanction to all (his im- 
posture and iniquity. They ccMild not defend then- 
selves, in the midst of so much division at honej 
from so many powerful and confederated enemies, 
who had alienated the hearts of their v^ry sovereips 
from them, in order to make him the fffst, and thsm 
the last victims of the tragedy. In ike mean tiaie 
they were involved in too much war, or in too much 
faiiery, to be the relators of their own story with any 
advantage ; or found the English languaj^e as back- 
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WKd as the En^isfa naiion and govemmciat^ 6> do 
them oommoen ju«9tice. Tfaehr enemies bavn spared 
then the labour wjth.a vengeance.' 

The mongrel historians of the inrth of Ifdond, 
from Stanitmrst and Dr. King dovm to the n^oat 
v?reldied scriUbier, cannot a^Rwd them a good wofd, 
in order to curry favour with England. Our caikiw 
bards of the drama, vrith the same view, draw their 
iirst pens against their couotrj^ and force their Waj 
into the werid through Iheir mother's -vromb. Tile 
English 'writers take the hints from them with fiiea*- 
sure ; and delight in gratifying the flattest nonsense, 
aod most silly^ artiiices, uposi tdgueism, to divert 
that honest generi^on of numskulk, the mobs of Eng- 
land, from the Land's End to Berwick-upon-Tweed, 
in regard of improprieties in the turn of a foretgn 
i^peed) or accent, totus mundus egit ldslrio9em ; but 
the genuine characters of a nation ought to be as 
sacred even upon the stage, as in history. In the 
days of king Chaiies the second, the Irish bravery 
and fidelity had tbe applause of whole theatres ; but 
now nothing but Irish stupidity, and wretched small 
craft, will go down even upon ^at of Dublin. 

Asa4i th^ honour the protestant Irish have acquir* 
ed hy their pen or their swords, passes generalij 
^ English ; so the English and tlieir adherents in 
Iceland, have been in a long confederacy, before 
CWeiidan app^rdd, to suppress mmt tarnish ail the 
renown acciraing to that unbi^y country, from the 
worth and gallant actions of the cathcucs. Their 
pens ane ever dipped in bitterness and detraction; as 
it' whatever coakl be reckoned valuable id that un* 
fortunate -people, were a lessening to the honour of 
the En^idi mulMm, to which all their incense is ad* 
dressed. However, though they^ have doite horrid 
bie outrages to justice and ^eraotty, biy pi:opagadng 
lies ^ffKwe or less, jili over the worid, they must hS 
allowed to have acted with great ^sag^citf, .iii4&ivour 
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of tfaem3elves. For if the Irish had not been repre- 
sented with uncommon industry, and in full cry as a 
barbarous and stupid people, breakers of public 
fiuth, cowards, muraerers of tne innocent, without any 
provocation, in every corner of their country ; rebels 
to their lawful soverei^rns, in whose defence they 
have ruined and annihilated themselves ; all these 
attributes (except that of folly) -had necessarily fallen 
to the share of England; and she must have been 
looked upon by the whoU universe, as the most law- 
less and inhuman tyrant upon the face of the earth. 
Yet all this villainy ought not, in strict justice, to be 
imputed to her. She had not gone all those lengths 
of cruelty and iniquitv, if she had not been under 
the force of Cromwell, and the influence of a Cla- 
rendon. 

In the mean time Ireland is left to trapes in her 
old draggle-tailed weeds, by her own children ; 
bribed, by their attention wd respect for England, 
to abandon her to all the dirt and barbarism laid 
at her door by her ancient and modern enemies ; 
while other countries are brightening up in their 
siory and character by the industry of their writers 
successively labouring to adorn them. The newest 
accounts given all over Europe, of the soil, genius, 
improvement, and customs of Ireland, may be dated 
' 400 years, ago. She is still reckoned as savage as 
she was under the oppression of the Danes, or after 
the first incursion of^the English, who drove her, in 
spite of her voluntary submission, into wildness. 
For, after all, if I invite people civilly intp my 
house, and they will not admit me to sit at my own 
fire, but rather will grow insolent, and force my fa- 
mily to herd in the bare court among my cattle, 
which I cannot reckon my own, but upon the foot 
of their will and pleasure ; I must eitiier quit my 
dwelling altogether, or lay about me like a mwhnap 
till 1 can repossess it. , g,^^, ^^ Google 
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On account of ihis perpetual silence ahout Ire* 
land, all Europe looks upon her as under a constant 
tog, the seat of dulness, and the dismal mansion of 
Ignorance and distress. Scarce any people are taken 
mr mere Irish, either in England or on the con- 
tinent, but the vulgar of the country, and the fevir 
unfortunate exiles. The verv distinction carries in 
the face of it a lessening, and strikes the fancy with 
the ungrateful idea of misery. Besides, the arms of 
whiggism are extremely long, and reach them to 
their remotest haunts. There are a thousand 
instances of this enchantment ; »nd, notwithstand- 
Inz the known ingratitude of France, some of the 
Irish had been mar^chals of France before now : 
the whole voice of that Ration was for them; but 
the fear of disobliging the present government of 
England, gave a check to their promotion. As for 
the new nobility and gentry of Ireland, they pass 
currently for English abroad, and Dublin, the fourth 
city of Christendom, is still takeii for no more thai| 
the Eblana of Ptolemy. 

Thus Ireland Has not only lost all her ancient 
progeny of any distinc^tion, and seen them buried 
UQder the ruins of calumny and distress, by the over* 
bearing pride and power of those several swarms of 
injuates thrown in upon her, at several times, and 
supported by her masters .of Great Britain ; those 
very colonies* are no sooner settled in that country, 
andf warmed into affection for it, than they are taken 
for mere Irish too; and so must be driven off* to 
make room for new ones. Yet all this Is not enough, 
Ireland might still have some name in the worlcC if 
she were allowed what belongs to her : But she is 
stripped Into the bargain of all the honour and merit 
that might redound to her, either from the actions or 
geniuses of her latter offspring. The very name ' 
of Irish carries so uncouth an idea along with it, 
especially in England, that all those who depend * 
VOL. xvixi. & ^ 
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chiefly upon her for their fortune, or their fame, 
are shy, at their first setting out, of making an open 
confession of their country, and suffer themselves to 
pass for English ; while England permits (he cheat 
fo pass upon the rest of th6 world, and naturalizes 
'them by a tacit consent; upon the modest presump- 
tion that wit and merit, such as theirs, can be only 
of her own growth. Thus England, without being 
at the pains of assuming it, is allowed a right to air 
those who have either written or fought in Engrlish 
with any distinction, as Scotland impudently whips 
away from Ireland all her old saints and her sophists, 
on Account of having shared with her the same 
name of Scotia. The Ushers, Boyles, Congreves, 
Garths, Den hams. Swifts, Ormonds, Cadogans, 
Aylmers, &c. are all taken for English in foreign 
countries. Mac Fiecno, and all the wretched adepts 
in metaphysics, are counted Irish in course : We 
have but one Dunse of irrefragable fame, the ^- 
ther of D.unses by thousands all over Europe ; and 
the Scots have kidnapped him from us, by the con- 
sent or connivance of all modefn dictionaries, not- 
withstanding the number of sheriffs and sheriffs 
bailiffs, of the same name upon the records of our 
ancient city of Dublin. In short, what can Ireland 
have lefl her, but her bogs and her stupidity, since 
Kngland and Scotland have swept away the stakes? 
If we must give up all our great men of war and 
figure to England, let her even shew us'the example, 
and resign -to the Normans her Plantagenets, Talbots, 
and Nevills, conquerors of France. ^• 

However, we will not stick out in our controversy 
about these mighty men. They shall belong to 
England, since they have made her a present of 
their arms and allegiance. But, in the naitte of 
■wonder, let us have our men of parts and letters. 
Let not the English wits, and parficttlarly my friend • 
Mr. Pope (whom I had the hpnoor to gr^ng up to 
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London^ ftook our retreat in the forest of Windsor, 
to dress k la mode, and introduce at Will's coflfee* 
hoQse), run down a country^^as the seat oCduIness, 
to whose geniuses he owns himself so much in* 
debted. What encomiums does he not lay out 
upon Roscommon and Walsh^ in the close of hit 
excellent Essay upon Criticism? How gratefully 
does he express his thanks to Dr. Swift, Sir Samuel 
Garth, Mr Congreve, and my poor friend and 
nei£hlx>ur Dr. Parneli^ in the preface to his admi- 
rable translation of the Iliad« in return for the many 
. lights and lessons thev administered to him both 
in the opening, and tne prosecution of that great 
undertaking ? Is it possible that these heroes of 
wit and learning, whom he commemorates with 
so much applause, and of whom he glories in having 
been the pupil, could have been of the birth of 
Ireland i while England could only furnish him 
with titled pageants and names of quality, fitter to 
swell and encourage the subscription, than to polish 
or enrich the performance? But, granting they 
were Irishmen ; that it seems is no manner of argu-« 
ment in favour of their country. Were not all those 
lights and lessons given by them to Mr. Pope, in 
the purer air of England ?^ Was it not to that air 
aloqe they owed the refinement and elevation of their 
geniuses ? Mr. Pope, though the best natured man 
living, to my knowledge, bad laughed at them with 
great gaiety, had they pretended to forward any 
notices oj instructions to him by letters written un« 
der th^ir native fogs. 

I remember to have been present at a scene hu-* 
morous enough upon this very subject at Will's 
coffeehouse. The sages there, m profound contem- 
plation, were very gravely offering their several 
reasons, why wit could not be of the growth of Ire- 
land. Some, would have if owing to the bog* 
giness of the soil^ which, must undoubtedly and im* 
» 2, . ^ 
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perceptibly convey too much humidity to the brain; 
others to the perpetual cloudiness of the sky, that 
must, of all necessity, cast a dull influence, infus- 
ing melancholy, sloth, and heaviness to the under- 
standing : many to the want of ^unshhie, so sove- 
reign in invigorating and giving cheerfulness and 
alacrity to the spirits. Amdriig such a number of 
shining geniuses, who brightened up under the con- 
tinual mist over London, it was hard to end the dis- 
pute about the caus6, while all was agreed about 
the fact. At length the wag,. Bob Dodwcll (who 
had a little before forced a company of fbotfrom 
lord Peterborow, as a sort of amends for a severe 
jbke upon his country), rose up with a very demure 
countenance, as demanding audience of the verj 
oaf-full assembly ; which being granted- ■ > 

" My lords and gentlemen,*' says he, " it is a very 
*' moot point to which of those causes we may 
*' ascribe the universal dulness of the Irish. It may 
•' be owing, perhaps, to some one ; perhaps to the 
" combination of all together : God only knows, 
*' who was pleased to order it so from the !>eginning. 
" But that the case is, as you agree it in your great 
" wisdom, I shall offer a familiar and unanswerable 
" proof. My ^ther had studied with great ap- 
*' plause in Oxford (for had he studied in Dublin, 
" where he was born, he had made but a very slen- 
" der progress in learning, as you shall find by .the 
"sequel.) In short he was allowed, in that fe- 
**.mous university, to be both an excellent divine, 
•' and a most eloquent preacher. From thence he 
"removed to Dublin: where, on account of the 
*' reputation he had justly acquired abroad, he 
'* was instantly preferred to the parish of St. 
" Mican*8. Great was the concourse to hear him ; 
*' but much greater the surprise to find how .little 
*^ his sermons answered the character the world had 
•? given of himw "This could not miss being wfiis^ 
** pcred to him : he made several efforts^ in vain, to 
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regain his credit: his sermons were still worse 



** and worse liked : at length his church was almost 
" forsaken^ and he left to hold forth to very few but 
*' the old women. 

'' The man was at his wit's end to find the cause 
*' of this unaccoantable change in him: at last h& 
"wisely judged it must be owing to the climate in 
" which he writ; and to make proof of it, set out one 
" Alonday morning in the packet-boat for Holyhead ; 
" there composed nis sermon for next Sundky; and 
" returning to Dubliuon the eve, aAer having beg- 
" ged of some friends, out of mere charity, tp assist 
" at it, preached divinely well, to the utter astonish • 
" ment of his auditory, charmed at the excellency of 
" his performance. This miracle rung immediately 
'' over the whole city ; and he, making use of the 
" same happy stratagem every week, of composing 
" at Holyhead what he was to deliver from the 
*^ pulpit m Dublin, the doctor's name was up : all 
*' Dublin thronged to hear him 5 and persons of the 
" best distinction resorted thither from all parts of 
" the kingdom to see this second Livy. 

** However, as the devil owed the doctor a spit^, 
'' it chanced unfortunately for him, that he was 
"obliged, for some slight indispositions, to take 
" physic two or three several times on the very 
" days the packet boat set out; and being thereby 
" under the unhappy necessity of penning his ser- 
" mons for the week in Dublin, his auditory were 
" astonished, on those occasions, to find them good 
** for nothing. By these ups and downs of the 
"doctor the mystery at. length came out; and 
" whenever the packet boat sailed for Holyhead, 
" the common question, over the whole city,, was, 
'* whether the doctor had gone on board ? If the an- 
" swer was in the affirjpative, there waj> an univer- 
" sal joy throughout; all were sure of being charmed 
" the next Sunday. If in the negative, the poor 
r3 
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" aocttir was left, on that day, to preach to (Ht 
•' bare walls/* 

While Bob held forth in this manner, with a'Verj 
grave pbyz, that covered a wicked nndersneer, 
very natural to him, the scene (I must own) was 
admirable, in regard of the auditory; and could 
give a by»stander room to form a certain judgment 
of the weight of brains that came to the share of 
every one of them. Upon the opening of the dis- 
course, all ears wei^ alert : it was a solemn silence 
and profound attention! for when that Demogor- 

fon, Ireland, is to be run down, it is wonderful 
ow almost e^ery English heart bounds for joy. 
Before Bob had brought his father back from Holy* 
head the' first time, some had sense enough to see 
the ridicule levelled at themselves, and sncmked off. 
Others were so numdcuU'd as to wait fbr the sermon 
comoosed in Anglesey, and delivered with applause 
at ot. Mican's, whereat a sudden light brok^ in 
upon their noddles; they could stand the joke po 
longer, and slunk away too. But when it came to 
the unhappy consequences of the doctor's taking 
physic, the whole shoal of virtuosoes were sensible 
to the stroke, and voided the room at once, except 
one blue, one green ribbon, and a lieutenant-gene- 
ral of the queen's army, that had courage and insi- 
pidity enough to bear the poor doctor preach to ihc 
T>are walls. Then the cloud that had hung so long 
and so obstinately over their intellectuals, disap- 
peared., However, they were too stout to quit tha 
neld as their betters had done, and so contented 
themselves with casting sheep's eyes and silly leers 
at each other, while Bob and I enjoyed their stupi- 
dity. 

This received notion of dulness in the Irish, has 
not taken its fise from the mob, though they gladly 
join in the cry. The English populace, the bluntest 
and most unenlightened race of people in Europe, 
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•re incapable of making so nice a discovery. They 
can readily imagine that the Irish have horns and 
hoofs: and it has been found easy, and of excellent 
use in politics, not very long ago, to persuade them 
that every Irishman was somewhat more than of 
Venner^s gang; since, instead of onlv chasing, he 
was to have slain his thousands. Wnat affects the 
English m6b, with regard to Irishmen, is terror. 
Our English ancestors dispatched into Ireland, and 
their descendants, have taken effectual care to fasten 
this bugbear upon their mother country, and repre- 
sent the Irish as monsters and cannibals, in order to 
justify their own more i)arbarous oppressions upon 
that people. These dreadful ideas have left so strong 
an impression, that even at this day, when the nations 
are more mixed than they have been formerly, an 
Irishman is looked upon by the vulgar in England, 
remote from great towns, as a rawhead and bloody- 
bones ! It is therefore that the rumour spread of an 
Irish massacre had been found, of all stratagems, the 
most effectual toward promoting any change of go^ 
vernment in England, by the extreme facility of 
raising a fright in the good people there, whenever 
the Trojan horse is supposed to be filled with Irish- 
men. This may suffice to excuse that honest gene- 
ration of mortals (for whom I have a great regard, 
as I have a real concern for all men that are easily 
thrown into a panic fear) from having had any hand 
in introducing the opinion of Irish dulness. That 
grand arcanum could be discovered only by the sub- 
Iimer geniuses of England. 

However, this opinion, foolishly attributed to the 
climate, has some truth in it, with regard to those 
remnants of old nobiljty and gentry, who have been 
stripped, by the iniouity of Cromwell, and the 
greater one of Clarenoon; of all they had a title to, 
except the blood and spirit of their ancestors. These 
are a severe and a very inconvenient burden to them - 
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at home, where they are obliged to keep them under 
hatches in the neighbourhood of barrack»» and of 
more tycannical i ustices of peace* There are in Ire- 
land a thousand well boii) Brutuses of this kind, 
whose souls are stupified by the perpetual dread of 
persecution, and dare not peep out of their bodies/ 
lest Uiey diould fall under the ksh of the penal laws. 
But snatch these potatoe mongers firom their imme* 
diate slavery* or from the ploughshares to which their 
fathers have been reduced, into an air of liberty and 
politeness; transplant them but for one month into 
the hotbeds of London, how sudden is the change ! 
how surprising the improvement ! The booby in- 
stantly commences beau, bully, sharper^^ and cuck- 
oldmaker with a vengeance! he is passe, presto,^ vite, 
Jack of all trades; all fire, all mercury, m the turn 
of a hand ! With what dexterity does he empty the 
pockets of that notable son of earth, the English 
squire, at seven or eleven? What a sturdyback is he 
to a bashful English peer ? What an awe does his 
modest assurance create in all the assemblies of men? 
' How do the London ladies fall into fits at his ap- 
proach, alarmed at the sight of hb broad shoulders, 
and engaging! though somewhat rough, addresses? 
But, to conclude this wonderful metamorphose of 
mere animals into smart and dextrous fellows, b^ the 
change of air, though it may go against one's stricter 
morals to justify their industry ; it is hard to blame 
them for taking what reprisals they can upon the 
public in England, by way of revenge, or at least 
some amends for the irreparable wrongs and losses 
at home. 

In the mean time, it is impossible for an upright 
and good nati^ed spirit, not to look with concern 
upon the inhuman slavery of the poor in Ireland. 
Since they have neither liberty nor schools allowed 
them; smce their clergy, generally speaking, cau 
have no learning but what they scramble for, through 
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the extremities of cold and hunger, in the dirt and 
egotism of foreign universities; since all together 
are under the perpetual dread of persecution, and 
have no security for the enjoyment of their lives or 
their religion, against the annual thunders of the 
English Vatican, out the present moment : how can 
it be expected they should keep clear of superstition, 
which is so elegantly and so truly called by a modem 
author, the spleen of the soul ? But that of my spirit 
is up, and I must out with it, after having asked 
pardon of my friend Mr. Pope, for having animad- 
verted upon his jokes in the Dunciad, with regard 
to Ireland. Those railleries are so agreeable to the 
humour of the world in general, that, like favourite 
vices, they carry their excuse along with them. 

" Heu patria! infidis nimium viclna Britannis; 
Olim aitrix div^Lm ; soboli jam ssepe noverca - 
Dura tuae, inque die$ aliis data praeda colonis. 
Te, dum spernit, arat novus accole: mox abt cultam 
Diligit, illiciti pcenas luit exul amoris ; • 

Aut suacbtlajugo, demissis auribus, ultro 
Aptat, inops animi/et jam non sua seminat arva. 
Sic, uno excusso, te comprimit alter adulter 
Nequior, et scortum infoelix post improba calcat 
Oscula; sen Scotus ille rapax, seu &ixo superbus. 
Quis Deus hisce favet stupris ? tua deperit uM|ue 
Stirps antiqua; novis solum licet essebeatis: 
Inque vicem sese tam dira examina pellunt 
Certatim: tibi rara quies; tibi periidus idem 
Hostis et hospes inest. Qui dividit, imperat Anglus, 
Immeritaro in terris matrem te scilicet uuam 
Temnere fas, et amare nefas? Quis strenuus ausit 
Consuluisse tibi, et non immemor esse parentis. 
Semper in exitium prseceps ruit. Jmminet Anglus, 
Iratisque frui divis jubet; utque tumescit 
Bile j0cur, crudelis et implacabilis instat. 
Keligio dat opem sceleri; nee deficit atrojfogle 
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Inter^ ijuos invita paris, discordia £ra(f«s. 
Tantis victa m^lis servit fortune Medusae 
^Angliae; at horriiicos angues quatit ista quotanois« 
Ut Tibet esse truci ; seu ramp^e federa malit« 
Seu fera bella ciet civilia; spargere pestes 
Vafraj di^s condit laetos; tibi turpis egestas, 
Et metus et dolus, et malesuade peritta iesura 
Invigilant : at nee melior, neque fortior ilia, 
Ni divisa mas; ni tu tibi ssevior hostis. 
Nee satis est in vota tuse jur&sse tyrannx, 
£t coluisse novos renuenti poplite ritns, 
Improba si miseram non rideat, atque catenis 
Crimina iicla tuis et dedecus ijisuper addat 
Historiis fallax mordacibus: inde per orbem 
Justis victa diis, simul immiserabilis audis. 
Ddm despecta jaces, Angli pueri atque poellae 
Illudent, impan^ rudem, stdidamque notantes, 
£t ms^gis insulsi jocus es et fabula vulgi. 
Undiqiie te l^cerant spin^e ; rapit Anglia fiores 
Usque tuos : • . > • • 

Frustr^ tibi lucet Apollo 

Gratus, et asterno faverunt carmine Musae: 
Frustri antmos virtute tuos Mars impiger auxit: 
Cedit in Angligenas decus et laus transfliga fores. 
Nimirum quodcumque tui fecere nepotes 
Fortiter, aut saeris moniti scripsere caxtaaenis, 
Desinit esse tuum ! nee gens inimica cachiupis 
Parcit, duro tibi.raptat opes; tua splendida mendax 
Induit et falsis ovat insigoita trophaeis, 
Proh scelus ! Harpyse manibus aum plaudit utrisqu^ 
Te nudam atque inopem totus t^ sibllat orbis ! 
Nempe nee e gnatis aderit, qui vindicet ultor 
Exuvias? si nemodomi, nisi proditor, ausim 
Ferre, parens, licet exul, opein. Sanxisse nefiindam> 
. Aut siluisse nefas fraudem. Manet unicus heros. 
ictus amore tui miserae (cognomen Achiilei 
Is^ wo^»i uKusf habet) nee tantis hostibus impjar> 
Sortis et invidiam pergit tela a^era contra^ 
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E.t qoatit indomitam, mediis in niilltbus, hastam. 
loimemor ipse sui> spretas memor usqae parenlis. 
Hie tibi haMs adest— *Hoc uno excepto, alienos 
Quisqae domi patitur manes; estque omnid Hibernus 
Speve, metave Anglus.'* 

The remains of the Irish (EeUquia Danaum atqut 
immitis AchiUei) labour under another very great 
inconvenience. ' They are far from partaking <3" the 
indulgence^ or rather privilege allowed to all other 
peopfei by an ei^emption from any general charge 
on account of personal defects or viltahies. If one 
Irishman, of any distinction, be found a blockheadj, 
a knave, a traitor, or coward, there arises a certain 
mirth upon the discovery, among strangers of all 
kinds, especially the Eliglish; as if they were glad 
to light upon an example in that nation, of what is 
a pretty general rule in most countries, at this time 
or day. But, where they dare joke upon it, the 
single blot is imputed, with great gaiety, to that 
whole people. Thus all Ireland is made answerable 
for the faults of every one of her children ; and 
every one of these bears the whole weight of his 
country upon his shoulders. This is the gi-eatest of 
all compliments, if taken in a right light. It pre- 
supposes a certain infalKbility annexed to the Irish ' 
alone, which makes the world enjoy zx\y exception 
from it with so much pleasure. In this uncouth 
attitude the Irishman must, in his own defence, and 
that t>f his wh(^e country, be braver, and more nice, 
in regard of his reputation^ than it is necessary for 
any other man to be. AH that he gets generarfy for 
his pains, is the character of having behaved as might 
be expected from an Irishman : yet, if there be any 
crime or mistake in his conduct, not only he^ but 
his whole country, is sure to pay for it. This, in 
strictness, regards only the Irishmen abroad; those 

* Digitized by VjOOQIC* '* 
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at home may be EngUsho&et), and join in tlie banter^ 
when they please. 

All this IS owing to the calumny dispersed, time 
out of mindy by the tongues and pens of the two 
neighbouring nations, in order to justify their own 
barbarous proceedings in regard of that . unhappy 
people. But, not to mispend our time upon those 
wretch^ historians and geographers, who have con* 
tinued so long to mislead the world in that respect, 
there has appeared^ of late, a writer of importance, 
the maligniUof whose aspersions upon the Irish, has 
spread itself, with an air, both at home and abroad. 
This is the famous lord Clarendon, whose long legend 
is translated into French. He was the man generally 
employed by king Charles the first, in tiiat ruinous 
paper war he unfortunately waged with his parlia- 
mentarians, who never entered into negociation with 
him, but with a view of imposing upon the people, 
and procuring a respite for themselves, when they 
were inferior in tho field. In this fsttal medley of 
war and peace, both out of their proper season, the 
king was undone, as well as the church and mo- 
narchy, by the mixture of fear and corruption that 
reigned in Clarendon, and his felloWs of the privy 
council. Theyeng^aged him to strip himself of bis 
rights in favour of his rebels ; and tlien took effectual 
care to alienate his mind from the most loyal, sub- 
jects, especially the Irish, whoos^ diey represented 
as a parcel of inhuman, intractable; aiid senseless 
brutes, in order to deter him from accepting all 
thev were worth in men and money, to support his 
sinling cause. These notable counsellors, after 
having done all the vile work inspired to them by 
their cowardice, or their hollow intrigues with par- 
liament^ fled generally to it, and became its dupes 
at last. The King, robbed by their infusions of the 
assistance of his most gallant and loyal friends, both 
in England and Ireland, found himself obliged to fly 
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to the Scots, who soon delivered him up to his mor- 
tal enemies. 

Clarepdon followed the fate of the royal son, and 
would not suffer him to transport himself into Ire- 
land, at the instance of that English hero, lord 
Digby, in order to vindicate his own cause, and that 
of his father, while he was yet al^ve. By his remo- 
val into France, that was then, and a long time be- 
fore, in a tacit confederacy with the parliament, the 
father lo^t his life upon the scaffold ; the loyalists, 
and especially the Irish, were devoted to destruction 
soon mer, for having been willing to support the 
king, in $pite of his council. They Ipst their lives, 
and iJI their, lands at home, under the violence of a 
triumphant rebellion, when they had no prince to 
countenance or unite them. Numbers followed the 
royal exile ; changed sides with him, as he was ob- 
liged to change protection with the contending 
powers of France and Spain ; served him faithfully, 
and assisted him in his distress. But the Clarendons 
of the council had contrived matters so well, that the 
father king could not maintain his rights.^ beca.use 
they would not let him trust his friends ; nor the son 
ever be restored, but by the declared enemies and 
assassins of his father. 

At the restoration, that ought to have settled the 
fundamentals both of church and state, upon a basis 
no more to be shaken by popular commotions, the - 
joy was so universal throughout, upon the meeting 
of the king and his people, that they unhappUy 
passed their time in capping of courtesy and coov- 
pliraenjs with each other. The king would exact 
nothing from them with an air of resolution, out of 
pure modesty and grateful deference to his restorers. 
Though he was very hard put to it for the maintain- 
ing of his own family, ana in no maniier of condi- 
tion to reward his fellow sufferers, he was. advised, 
forsooth, only to recommend to his people, with 

VOL, XVIII. s o 
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grtet hurailiij, what he should have demanded with 
authority for the redress of his and theit formef 
wrongs, and the farther security hoih of the tem- 
poral and spiritual establishment. The people, on 
the other hand, were grown so weary of their past 
tervitude, and so charmed to see their lawfhl prince 
among them, that* they waited only for his com- 
mand!», to show their prompt obedience, and looked 
upon all his slight overtures, as things he had very 
little at heart. 

In this giddy interval, the occasion of securing 
the rights both of church and- state was lost: and 
the prime minister Clarendon, who was taken for 
the king's second self, profited by the mutual ec- 
stacy ofking and people, to advance the ends of 
his own avarice and ambition. While the prince, 
after so tedious an exile, gave himself up to the 
enjoyment of his present happiness, the subjects 
squared all the regulations of government, and the 
measures of justice, by the standard of Clarendon, 
whom they reckoned the faithful echo of their 
master's mtentions. The plans of ecclesiastical and 
civil establishments were equally committed to bis 
eare; and he has lefV such a gangrene in both, as 
has since reached their very vitals. The church, it 
is true, was restored to her livings; but her pales 
were so iU fenced, that an inundation of all those 
sectaries, who had so late^ borne her down to the 
ground, has forced its way into her very sanctuary; 
end whiKs they graciously suffer her nam6 to subsist^ 
appropriate to themselves all her riches and au- 
. thority. Clarendon, in that happy conjuncture, 
might have gofie the lengths of Laud and Strafford 
wkh success. But their undaunted zeal never could 
inhabit such a heart as his. They had rendered 
tier one of the most firm and amiable societies in the 
universe, free from tyranny, inaccessible to heresy : 
whereas, in her present state, she is become mt 
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helpless victim of Clarendon's poHlics, and neither 
durst stand by her principles, nor assert her doctrine, 
ivhile all her hierarchy is in heterodox hands. What- 
ever the appearances may be, she has, in fact, 
changed places with her adversary. Presbytery is 
pecome episcopal ; and she is reduced, in regard rf 
her authority and livings, to be 4>nly presbyterian ; 
in short, she has taken a huge dose of laudanum ; 
and is in no danger, though she have no pulse, be- 
cause she has been forced to sleep extremely sound. 
All this has befallen the church, as a necessary 
consequence of Clarendon's horrible prevarications 
and injustices with respect to the state. In all 
national churches, loyalty and religion are linked 
in a very close union, and tend naturally to the 
support of each othen Where the one is wounded 
in any essential part, the evil is taki?ig, and tlie 
other suffers of course. Clarendon opened the ad* 
ministration of king Charles the second, with th« 
most unexampled and impolitic scene, in regard of 
monarchy, that ever appeared in the world. The 
church and monarchy had been just rescued from 
the claws of a horrid rebellion. Those loyalists, 
whom neither the corruption of the former privy 
council, nor the terrors of the parliament, had .with* 
drawn from their zeal for the royaf cause, had been 
^ong groaning under cruel oppression or miserable 
exile. They had now reason to flatter themselves, 
not only with the repossession of their lands, but 
the reward of their sufferings and services. But, 
though thousands of loyal families had been undone 
by the rebellion. Clarendon, by imposing on his 
masters indolence and. facility, ordered matters so, 
that he was the only considerable gainer by the 
Restoration, and made his fortune by perpetuating 
the distress and unaccountable hard, fate of the ca* 
valiers, after the return of their prince. Those men 
of quality alone, who h^d the king's immediate fa« 
s 2 
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vour, or cunning enough to deal with the chancellor 
in his own' way, were reinstated in their lands. 
The rest, and Ihe far greater number, were left to 
the wide world, or the permission of sharping by a 
lottery, which unworthy resource was soon taken 
from them. The rebels and their issue, the spawn 
of fanaticism and pebellion, were continued in their 
ill-gotten possessions; and consequently, as they 
had art enough to dissemble' their old religion and 
principles, were gaily admitted into the best prefer- 
ments both in church and state, and lent a helping 
hand to all their brethren in iniquity, under the 
same mask. The abandoned cavaliers, and their 
disinherited offspring, must even make the best of 
a bad world; and since thev were undone by loy- 
alty, endeavour to repair tneir broken fortunes oy 
faction, and lie in wait for en opportunity to be 
revenged of the royal family. This coulcf not be 
long missing in a government, the majority of whose 
supporters were divided against it by their rotten 
and anti monarchical principles; and therefore it is 
observable, that the most strenuous opposers of the 
royal cause since the restoration, were, and still are, 
the descendants of those families that had behaved 
-with the «taunchest loyalty In the days of king 
Charles the first. 

Thus the proceedings of Clarendon, upon the 
restoration, only laid in seed for a lareer crop of 
rebellion. How could the church and monarchy 
thrive, by fostering their covert foes in their very 
bosom, and obliging their only friends to become 
their inveterate enemies ? No loyalty in the universe, 
but the Irish alone, could be proof against such 
usage. No church in Christendom, not even the 
catholic^, could stand firm and united, if sectaries of 
all the present denominations were admitted, upon 
the merit of one ceremony, or rather chosen to make 
up her hierarchy. And ^hus Clarendon, by. bis 
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unjust and interested politics^ has been the real 
&ther of whiggisnij the second edition corrected and 
amended of the Roun(fiieads« that has found the 
way to make an indisputable prpperty of Ireland^ 
and to turn the natural frame of the church and state 
of England hors depage, by the address of stepping 
into their places* 

This may seem hard upon the memory of that 
sentleman; but^ afler the most impartial reflection. 
It will be found undoubted truth. The gallant lord 
Digby opened the charge against him in parliamentj^ 
the third ^ear of his maleadministration, to no pur- 
pose. His ascendant was still too prevalent over the 
king and the English nation. Most of the rebellious 
iaembers> who owed their all to him, were yet 
alive ; and the universities had not yet had time to 
form the youth to the ancient principles of honour 
lUKi integrity. At length the veil was' drawn off, 
and the eyes of the wTiole nation opened upon the 
iniquity of Clarendon^ during the most loyal, and 
wise session of parliament that perhaps ever was 
seen in England. But it was too late. Foundations 
could not l^ removed then, without threatening the 
wliole building once again. The only redress that 
could be found for such a heap of crying injustices, 
that are, and ever must be, in force, was the head 
of* Clarendon, that contrived and established tliem — 
an admiraUe statemender, who had found no other 
expedient for the support of the monarchy, but that 
of putting loyalty to death I 

He fled his countr^r and his master, after he had 
d<me them all the mischief he could, because he 
durst not stand his trial. He vanished, and left a 
horrible stench behind him to this day. The few 
friends he had, upon his impeachment, could find 
no defence for him against the vile treachery of 
Jiaving kept correspondence with his master's ene* 
iaiesduring his exUe, and made a visit, incognito, 
s S o 
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to Cromwell, upon his return from his embassy in 
Spain. H6 had no pretence to secure him from the 
vengeance due to his former crimes, but that ample 
act of oblivion he had penned himself upon the 
restoration, and had made so vastly comprehensive, 
in order to find room in it for his own iniquity. Bat 
that mare magnum could not save him from the pro<> 
digious charge of having sold, not settled the whole 
Icinedom of Ireland afterward. His flight alone 
could rescue him from the wrath of the whole 
English nation against him, for his having doomed 
, so many thousands of innocent, or rather of merit- 
ing people, to the utmost extremities of shame,* cold 
and hunger, to serve the purposes of his own corrup- 
tion, and make .rebellion as 'lasting as the world. 

Not all the mutual cruelty of the civil war, not 
the masi^acre acted in Ireland, first under the conni- 
vance of the roundhead justices at Glontarf, Bal- 
lock, &c.; next by the Scots in the island of 
Maggee, near Carrickfergus, and then by sir Phc- 
lim O Neil's brutal revenge in a part of the north, 
which was retaliated more than tenfold by Coote, 
Ireton, and Cromwell, over that whole kingdom* 
can equal the list of those loyal Irish families which 
have been rased out of the world in miserable infamy 
by the pen of Clarendon ! The rump-parliament, 
and all its emissaries, were but transient plagues; 
that rioted for a while over the church, the state, 
and the royal family of England. The hand of God 
soon overtook them. They died, and all their ini- 
quities and abominations had died with them, had 
not the church, the state, and the royal family, 
found their bane perpetuated to immortality, by the 
single corruption of^ Mr. Hyde, the chancellor of 
the exchequer and the lord high chancellor of En- 
gland. 

During his voluntary exile. Clarendon, to justify 
himself, and his amphibious companions of the for- 
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mer privy couocil, digested at Rouen that long and 
eloquent satire be had composed, for the most part^ 
in the isle of Jersey^ upon the kind's father and all 
his friends, but especially, the Irish; because they 
never can forj^ive who do the wrong. He has taken 
a vast deal oi pains to blanch rebellion in all its pro« 
mpters, and cast invidious colours upon the most 
eminent loyalists, ^e.can scarce find a man, of 
thorough worth and sense in the royal party in 
England^ except Mr. Hyde> Uie chancellor of the 
exchequer, and the lord Falkland. No Irishman 
bas the honour of his approbation, but Daniel O'Neii 
and colonel Wogan. However, though he allows 
the former more sense than came to the share of all 
bis countrymen together j he viiiates that sense with 
a mixture of too much cunning, whereby he mounted 
to , the sublime post of groom of the bedchamber, 
which. In his opinion, ^ ought to be inaccessible to 
an Irishman. As for colonel Wogan, he is so much 
ii> lo^e with him, that he sinks the mention of his 
country; and though he executed his purpose with 
wonderful courage and dexterity, he looks upon 
him as a little out of his senses, because he was 
extremely loyal . and brave. He omits, however, 
giving him the- honour of having saved the king's 
life at the battle, or rather flight, of Worcester, by 
the desperate stand he made at the head of SOQ 
horse against CromwelPs whole army, in the subr 
urbs of that town, till the king and colonel Care-«« 
less were out of sight* How could the fatlier king 
be maintained on his throne, or the son be re^ 
stored to it by their friends, since, in the language 
of, their dastard or corrupt counsellors, ail that wa» 
brave, was mad ; and all that was thoroughly loyal 
and Arm, savoured of popery ? . But as an instance 
of the unfair dealing of the Ei^glish historians, the 
glory of the escape at Worcester has always been 
ascribed to their countryman Careless ; as if^it were 
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more honourable to flv with the king, than to stop 
those that are in full ciiace afler him. The rest of 
the Irish, according to Clarendon, were a horrid com- 
pound of stupidity and barbarism, except the mer- 
quisses of Ormond and Clanricard ; who were still 
more cunning than Daniel O'Neil, and not half so 
mad at Wogan, Yet if the privy council of king 
Charles the first had been as wise, or as honest, as 
tlie supreme council of Kilkenny, he had never been 
engaged to divest hijnself of his own will and prero* 
gative, till he was forced to maintain his cause with 
the wretched remains: he had never been sold by 
one people, or beheaded by another, who had no- 
thing but treason in their hearts and cant in their 
religion. 

But, on the other hand. Clarendon so kindly re- 
commends the persons, and mixes such shining co- 
lours in the talents and characters of the most no- 
torious traitors, that one can hardly find in his heart 
to detest them for their villanies. The virtues of the 
bravest cavaliers are tarnished; and the vices of the 
blackest republicans brightened up in hi^ hands. 
Milton engages our fancies, perhaps, too far in fa- 
vour of the devils, by the lively and beautiful images 
he often mixes with their characters : but if he had 
dealt with the angels, as Clarendon has with the ca- 
valiers, the devils had undoubtedly been the heroes 
of his poem. — In short, he has left a legend to all 
posterity, the best lesson that has e^er yet been 
given to wicked subjects, and the most encouraging^ 
to dethrone or destroy their kings. 

If justice had beendone to that voluminous trea« 
tise, it shoi^ have had the same fate with the peti- 
tion he left behind him in London, addressed to the 
house of lords, by way of justification, which was 
unanimously voted, by both'houses, a malicious and 
scandalous paper^ and a reproach to the justice of the 
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But that postbiimods work came out in excellent 
season for him. The church wzs wonderfully pre- 
vented for him, which made her overlook the mortal 
wound he has given her through the side of the 
■State. The state was possessed oy his grandchiW. 
The witnesses against his falsehoods and calumnies 
were no more in being. That England, which had 
him in the greatest detestation in 1667, and for 
many years after, subsisted no longer. The lists, 
both ecclesiastical and civil, w^re thronged either 
with the unwary admirers of his style, or with those 
that owed their fortunes to^ his inolley idttablish- 
ments. His perpetual runnio^ down of the Irish, 
was no small help toward gainmg him a general be- 
nevolence among the English and Scots, whose rank 
•treasons he had taken so much pains to soften, or to 
•spare. His books had frontlets of Scripture to re* 
commend and sanctify all their venom. This is but 
tiie second part of the Spanish hypocrisy in America^ 
while they murdered whole nations in cold blood, 
with their beads in their hands. 

How could any better dealings be expected from 
a man who had resdved to make his fortune at any 
rate, nay at the expense of his trust, honour, and 
loyalty when abroad ; as most of his companions in 
the former privy council had done* before him, to 
keep their estates at home ? He had none to lose that 
could be as beneficial to him as his attendance on his 
exiled master. However, in order to bid &ir for one, 
it is notorious, that in the year 1.657, when he found 
his master's atifairs desperate, he made his peace and 
terms with Cromwell, by the mediation of Mr. secre- 
tary Thurb, ^'hom he was afraid, on account of that 
confidence, not to protect after the restoration; -and 
then, since h6 could not sell his master during his 
. exile, he made himself more than- amends after his 
return. He first sold one of his kingdoms,:with all 
its loyal subjects (who had ruined themselves by their 
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<;ndeavours to serve and assist hitOy both in and oat 
of their country), to his known enemies : he then, 
by his base and faithiess moderation,. sold the chuich 
and estate of England to their false friend)^: and« 
lastly, did worse, by the rotten foondations he laid, 
than Cromwell and all his accomplices could ever 
have compassed* since be sold the .rojral fiuntlj of 
England to distress and exile .^r ail eterni(|^. 

• As I am under vokintary articles neither to con- 
ceal nor disguise any of my. thoughts from Mentof, 
my spirit has been tempted to wander into this long 
dissertation, in order to give itself some ease» whue 
it had the satislaottoii of .opening itself entirely, to 
bib. I am willing tia flatter myself it has some 
sympathy with his, which I should be extremely 
sorry to shock, or even disobl^e, by this frank con- 
fession of my sentiments. If I have incurred his dis- 
pleasure, by any freedom of speech that may be 
offensive, or any notions that may be repugnant to 
his, I submit to his censure, and am willing to stand 
corrected. I do not pretend either to instruct his 
better genius, or to force my thoughts upon him. I 
am a fond admirer of that worth and g«n^rosity 
which has put a stop to his rising in the world. I 
have no personal enmity to any man living, nor any 
interest m view, ^hat can interfere in the least with 
Mentor's. 

It is true, I reckon Clarendon a moae pernicioiis 
subject, and a. worse man, than the brave and wicked 
Cromwell. I take him to be the author of most 
irreparable mischiefs to the church, the state, and 
more especially to the people of England, whom his 
design to maintain in a perpetual superiority over 
their prince, has devoted to perpetual slavery. He, 
for his own ends (as he fairly declared to the earl of 
Siiuthampton), as well as in compliment to them, 
hindered the first parliament afler the restoration to 
settle a constant and indefeasible revenue ^upon the 
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crown ; ivhereby it had been skreened from factions, 
aad the government from revohiiion, which must 
neoesaarily happen, inhere the prince must depend on 
the people for his yearly subsistence, and the main* 
tena&ceofhis own state itnd femliy. This was by 
no means the circumstance of the kings of England* 
till James the first htid squandered away all the royal 
demesnes upon his hungry aad insatiable country* 
men; and so made .his son a sacrificej by Ibrcing 
him to become a bidl-beggar. 
• All the constitutions of our western world began 
by lioifted monarchies, after the faU of the Roman 
empire, as mOst adapted to Ihe spirit and genitts of 
our goLhic ancestors. These limitations regarded the 
measftres of peace, the means of wao and the regular 
administration of justice ; but not the daily bi^ead of 
the sovereigns, who had lands and immediate vassal* 
agea of their own, for the support of their. estate and 
dignity. - Our Norman monarchs were the only arbi«- 
traryonesin Europe, except those ofCastile» who 
were complimented with absolute sway by the peo- 
ple, io enedble them, without any delay or consdta^ 
tion> to issue their orders, and repress the sudden 
invasions of the Moors> whose neighbourhood was a 
perpetual alarm. 

However, as the common people of England were 
generally villains or slaves to their lords, these lords 
became* by the importance of their vassalages, an 
hereditary council of state, upon extraordinary eoco- 
sions, v^henr it was thought convenient to gain their 
assistance, by the compliment of asking their advice, 
or their concurrence in taxing their vassals fij^ ihe 
public good. The weak princes of the Phmtagoiet 
family (which has produced the greatest in Eurc^e) 
iwere strangely given over to favourites and minions; 
as weak princes generally are, because they have not 
their glory and real po^er so much at heart as (heir 
private saiis&ctian. The barons, at counsellors bj 
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their birth and fortutie, were so disgusted at this bo- 
mour, and at subsidies and other vexations that had 
their rise in the king's closet, and not in his council^ 
that they made frequent confederacies of rebellion, 
on prf^nce of grievances; and as they were sup- 
ported by the people, obtained great concessions m 
their fsivour from the crown. The kings found no 
way of supporting themselves against the barons, but 
by disengaging Sie people fmm them.- This they 
effected by admitting them who had no manner of 
pcetence to it before, to appear by their i^presenta- 
tives in the great council of the nation, which ob- 
tained the name of parliament, whenever they had 
any oecasion for sul^idies against the barons, or the 
fpreiga enemies of the state. The people, in return 
of their liberalities, obtained frequent enlargements 
ef their privileges; But the Plantagenets and Tudors 
had stiH an ample share of their fUisolute dominion 
left, and were greatly su^^erior both, to the people 
and the barons. They haul it always in their power 
to divide and: rale, because they had wbeiewitfaal, 
by their own demesnes, to maintain their state inde- 
pendent of them, except where the^ right of the 
crown was in dispute. They called parliaments 
when they listed, and dissolved them as freely ; or 
browbeat them» when they had spirit, into what thev 
pleased. Whether it regarded peace or war, chureti 
or state^ their will, in effect, was a law; and they 
had Bo need either of tricks or double dealings, or 
of upstart prime ministers* These they made use of 
to execute their orders; not to gain their points. 

But, after king James the first had lavished the 
ample demesnes left him by queen Elizabeth, the 
case was quite altered. His successor could jneither 
maintain his authority over the people, nw in his 
own house, for want of means to support his dignity. 
He was reduced to a wretidied dependency on his 
vassals, who never &il of becoming insolent where 
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they know they are masters. As ^t as he called 
them together, they began with complaints, though 
they never had less cause for themi He wanted sub- 
sidles, in &ct, for th€ maintenance of his household, 
but made use of other pretences, after the example 
of his ancestors, who were under no such extremities 
at home. They immediately called for the previous 
redress of supposed grievances, and so he dissob^ed, 
and redissolved them, which was almost the only 
branch of power he had left him. Under these 
hardships he tould hold out no longer; and,' with* 
out debasing his majesty, could find no other re* . 
source for subsisting in independency, but that of 
reviving some rights and claims of his despotic 
ancestors, which were grown into disuse, because 
they had no need of them. All this came very short 
of his necessary expenses, and increased the ill 
humour of the people ; who were growiM extremely 
rich and luxuriant, on account of giving him nothing 
but extorted trifles. At length his wants obliged 
him to lay himself at the mercy of a saucy and in- 
exorable house of commons, upon which he, his 
ministers, and his barons split at last. Surely no 
prince ever found himself in so forlorn and deplora- 
ble a situation as hts, from the first sitting of that 
parliament upon his majesty, till the last sitting upon 
his life. 

He hlid been long borrowing from all the world, 
upon the credit - of dead ai,ithority, in order to give 
bread to a household he could not pay. All his 
servants, from the secretaries of state down to the 
scullions of his kitchen, were in an interest contrary 
to that of his dignity, and bould never hope either 
for their arrears or their current wages, but by his 
being well with a parliament that never intended to 
be well with him. His honour was concerned in 
supporting his rights : his necessity and conscience 
in making away vv^tth them by degi^es, in ho|^ that 
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his parliament might at length be engaged, by hts 
condescensions, to>aIknr hini' wherewithal to paj his 
debts and defray his daily expences* All those that 
senred him, either in his oouncil, or his hoirse, or his 
parliament, had a pevsonal (interest in m^ing him 
take this pi^ty; except* those very few that were 
sacrificed tor votinf^ genertHii»ly, and at their own 
cost, on. the side ot bis honour. All 4he rest were 
bribed against his royal dignity,- by their wants and* 
their fears; and JDot only kft him to be worried un^ 
meroifully by two nations, under the insolent pre* 
tences of loyalty and religion ; but obliged him to 
waste part ot his force, and all his indignation against 
a' third, the only oite that had real loyalty and reii- 
gi on enough to • restore him. 

" The mettle and superior genius of Cromwell sub- 
dued fadtton- and rebellion, by the very power they 
had put into their hands against ^e lawful sovereign^ 
He supported his state and tenured all Europe, as 
well as the three nations, by the grandeur of his 
courage, and the spivit of his army; which he made, 
in efiect, hls' paoltamenti They paid themselves, 
and laughed at the constitution. Upon the r^urn of 
king Charles the sec«>ndi the £qglish iiation, grown 
wise by a vciry dear bought experience^ had resolved, 
at their frst mdeting in parliajaent, to set the royal 
family in its ancient state of independency upon the 
people, eatcept upon extraordinary occasions, by 
settling a perpetual: revenue.en the crown, aqd there- 
by securing if; fhnn the unavoidable danger and in- 
solence of faction* Clarendofi, as perfidious to his 
country as to his sovewi^ has hindered this ex* 
ceilent purpose from taking edfedtj by his vile and 
2nta'est«l infusions, and n we htmseff s^ m^it. with 
the English nation, of what has* left it « pr«y ever 
since to unavoidabte discontents and convulsions; 
By this means, and the abrogation of the ancient 
tenures, tiie crown was abandoned to a nu>re wcfiicht 
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ed necessity of begging annuall7> and condescending 
than before ; and roroed of its old influenoe and 
authority over 'the people. Thus the kings of £ng«> 
land were left iq a worse state than the ancient kings 
of Sparta. Their cellars, their kitchens, and the 
wages of their footmen and grooms, depended upon 
the good graces of the house of commons : their in- - 
herent rights of making war and [>eace and alliances, 
or issuing quo warrantoes, &c. were but mere feathers, 
the sport of every wind that blew from the ephori of 
the people. 

In this manner king Charles the second, though 
the idol of England, was forced, by the malign 
ascendant of Clarendon, to become her. wretched 
pensioner. King only (and a very limited king) of 
Scotland/ and tyrant of Ireland, to no manner of 
purpose for himself> but to the exceeding joy. of his 
own and his father's enemies; he led a life of con- 
tinual struggle and uneasiness, from which he had 
no relief, but in turning rake, and drowning his 
royal spleen in all the common pleasures he could 
a(&rd himself. To ward against those Actions that 
arose naturally out of the .'triumph of the good old 
cause, and aimed at m^ine less than his life and 
dignity, he found himself obliged to become a cap- 
tain Tom too, to mix his majesty with the mob^.and 
turn cabaliist and factioneer, as well, and as knavish- 
ly, as the best of them. He must call parliaments 
as od as his wants called upon him, not to advise him 
(according to their original institution) but merely to 
keep him from starving. At length he grew weary 
of acting a part so far beneath him: he plucked up 
his spirit, by calling to mind the power of his an- 
cestors, cast his enemies into a panic fear, put pres- 
bytery to death, and died soon after he had made 
himself, in effect, king of England. 

His successor, who had not the force of his genius, 
and had more religion than either he or Clarendon 
t2 o 
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'Would have thought, necessary, was soon outwitted 
and outdone by faction. He had been used to 
closetting, ^vourites, and intrigues, during his for- 
mer life, in order to secure his rights against the in- 
convenience of that religion: and after he had 
mounted the throne with great acclamation, he mis- 
placed his confidence upon those that grew too hard 
ibr him at bis own weapons. As he had made him- 
self pretty easy in his domestic circumstances, by 
making up a little demesne of forfeited estates, he 
was not so entirely at the devotion of his parliament 
as his predecessors had been ; and so began to re- 
assume the old prerogatives of the crown, without a 
'sufficient fund of money, or friends, or art, to make 
them pass upon a people that had so long looked 
upon themselves as masters, with a great deal of 
reason. He did not sink under the mutual vUlany 
of priv^ council and parliament, like his father ; his 
favourites in the privy council alone were more than 
enough for him. Deserted b^ two kingdoms, and 
attacked by a foreign power ; since he was too good 
natured to allow any foreign power to support him, 
he had nothing lefl but the common people of Ire- 
land, and those remnants of catholic nobility and 
gentry there, who had wrested their estates, by 
favour or interest at court, out of the intricacies of 
Clarendon's act of settlement: for the infinitely 
greater number of Irish proprietors, though restored 
to their lands by the act of repeal, had been bred in 
so much distress and ignorance, that they could 
scarce be of any use to him. And so he was obliged 
to abandon that kingdom to its evil destiny, as the 
■other two had abandoned him. 

Now Clarendon's .politics began to have their 
full effect His posterity was seated on the throne. 
The republican tares had been sown so thick in the 
church and state of England, that they choked and 
overtopped the genuine grain, Kbg Jswcies tbo 
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second had given a liberty of conscience in general. 
This-, as it was shocking to the established cliurch. 
was ^i:changed, by the prevalence of calvinbtical and 
fireethinking interlopers^ for the softer title of tolera« 
tion» which has been improved, by a very easy turn 
of leeerdemain, into actual dominion. A great cry 
was kept up on all sides, about the dangers that 
threatened the church. The unthinking tories, or 
church of England men, joined in it along with the 
» whigs, with a view of keeping out popery. The 
whigs heightened it at every turn, not to Keep out 
popery, which they made use of as a bugbear, but 
to oblige the churdi to suppress her true doctrine 
and discipline, and let in presbytery. The tories^ 
were all ak>ng the dupes o£ this farce, and king' 
William, with all his penetration, could not see 
through the whole plot, or did not go all the lengths 
he should to favour the whigs, and thereby secure 
his own indep^idency on the people. * He had a 
very uneasy time of it, while he laboured in vain to' 
mix parties that never can incorporate. The whig 
will never become tory : the tory, generally speaking, 
is not so stubborn. It is true, he never will expose 
his life or his fortune, by rising to the sublime pitch 
of a cavalier, which renders any government secure 
against him. > He may drink, and prate, and protest, 
to get a name among the vulgar; but Clarendon's 
Vi$aLge of the loyalists after the restoration is a suffi- 
cient warning to him to keep his own house, and live 
within the verge of t|ie laws in being. However, as 
be will not play the ibol for churdi or state, he is 
extremely wise in regard of himself. Loyalty and 
religion, hang loose enough about him, and he Can 
turn whig without much difficulty, where be can find 
a considerable advantage in it. And thus .king 
William, by endeavouring to jusuUe both parties to^ 
gether, became agreeable to neither; and had shared 
the same fate with his predecessor, if the war which 
t3 ■ 
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England necessarily drew upon itself, and the abso« 
lute dominion he had over the Seven Provinces, had 
not kept him on the throne. For since the govern- 
ment of England has been^ reduced to a democracy 
by ClarendoQ, the whigs mast reign alone, or it must 
be in perpetual convulsions. 

That prince had not found out this grand arcanum, 
which has since been discovered, and put in practice 
wi(]i infallible success ; and has rendered his succes- 
sors, under-^n air of limitation, as absolute in fact 
as any of our ancient monarch s, or of the present 
kings of Christendom. It is true, the tories had a 
lucid interval in the last years of queen Anne ; but it 
could not kist, because they never can have spirit 
enough to play all their game, and fix their fortune. 
The whfgs, that will ever despise them as a rope of 
sand, have still art and metal enough, though they be 
at the lowest ebb, to frighteni or pfiake them fall to- 
gether by the ears, ancT thereby make a jest of all 
tneir projects. While the crown has no demesnes, 
nor any settled revenue, the tories can never do its 
business with unanimity and success. The whigs, 
whose birthright is to make the people Qneasy and 
mutinous, can never miss of breaking, or at least 
thwartiqg, their measures, under colour of iheir con- 
cern fpr the grievances and iinsupportable taxes laid 
on the public. But let the prince put himself wholly 
uuder their protection^ he is perfectly safe, in regard 
of the tories ; and the whigs will eiaisily find the me- 
thod of paying him, and themselves into the bargain, 
at the expense of the people, and with the most 
careless contempt of their adversaries. A prime mi-* 
nister, under the inoffensive title of treasurer, or se- 
cretary ; a privy council, under the title of parlia- 
ment, the majority of which is gained over by his 
art or his largesses, and whq, in return, secure' the 
nation, with all its wealth, will, and power, in the 
most implicit obedience to him> and consequently to 
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his master ; does all the business of the cfowp to a 
wonder, and reduces the people, by their own con^ 
sent, to as much slavery as is convenient for all the 
purposes of the prince. 

Thus, in regard of the government^ Clarendon's 
politics arc entirely overset. He has ruined one royal 
family by leaving it at the mercy of the people ; he 
has ruined the rights of the people, by leaving them 
at the mercy of another, that has been too cunning 
for him, and found the knack of keeping them, whom 
he proposed to leave masters for ever, under perpe- 
tual and unlimited subjection, by the help and cor- 
ruption of their representatives, notwithstanding the 
addition of i)^w and more irksome limitations oT th^ 
crown. He had destroyed the cavaliers at the resto- 
ration ; and has given the coup de grace to the tories 
at the revolution, which was a child of his own ber 
getting upon the body of the former iniquity. 

The y^rprld has never seen a frame of government 
so nicely fitted for all the purposes of the sovereign, 
as the present constitution of England. The king 
has not a foot of land ; yet all Britain . is his pro- 
perty in (act : he is under the most unbecoming re-' 
strict ions in the eyes of the people ; however, he can 
be as despotic, when he thinks it necessaxy> as 
William the Conqueror ; provided he save appear- 
ances, by letting old forms subsist in the administraT 
tion, he can turn them to what use he thinks proper, 
and has no need of very great dexterity in the ma- 
nagement. The people flatter themselves -yvith a no- 
tion of being free, because they have an air of being 
represented, and yet it is that very representation 
makes them slaves, They have no real liberty left, 
but that of the press ; which would soon grow con- 
temptible in their own eyes, if the minister (against 
whom it is generally directed) had sense enough tcf 
despise it. The barons have no shadow of their old 
authof:*y, only in the vain formality of entering their 
protests, by half dozens, against the votes of a vast 
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and a sure majority^ that speaks the sense of the 
minister, while it pretends to speak that of the na- 
tion. All this is a riddle, — yet every cobler in Eng- 
land can unfold it, to no manner of purpose for him- 
self or his country. The charm is irresistible; all 
the subjects are caught in the snare that Clarendon 
had laid for the sovereign. 

^ In the mean time, the prince, vested by this ma- 
cxc in as much real state and power as the most ar- 
bitrary monarch in Europe, has other advantages 
which none of them can share with him. The in- 
terposition of his parliament skreens him from all 
censure, as well as danger or want. Though he be 
ian errant knave in his dealings with his people, or a 
tiotorious trickster, and breaker of public faith, in 
regard of his foreign alliances, he is ever absolved by 
the unthinking world, and the brarae thrown entirely 
on his parliament; which he is still supposed, upon 
the credit of a received tradition, not to be able to 
eovem or lead into all his honest purposes, though it 
De, in reality, the best trained, and most easily ma- 
naged, of atiy beast of burden in the universe. So 
that as things now stand. Clarendon's antimonarchi- 
cal scheme is like to continue for ever the surest sup- 
J)ort of tyranny. The whigs must be the majority in 
parliament. They alone can be bribed to sell and 
subdue the people ; and a king of Great Britain must 
be a downright fool, or a madman, not to be on a 
surer foot or reputation, as well as power, than any 
other sovereign upon earth. He may be at the head 
of different alliances at the same time, as well as of 
different churches ; and has a more undisputed right 
to personal infallibility than the pope. The other 
monarchies of Europe, originally limited, have be- 
come absolute by the policy of keeping their ancient 
demesnes, and adding those of the rebellious barons 
to them from time to time : that of England, by hav- 
ing no demesnes at all. 

In this happy circumstance, a king of England, 
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iirhilc he is in perfect security at home, can keep his 
foreign enemies in awe, by the terror of his fleets at 
sea,^ and confederacies on the continent ; or by sow-r 
ing corruption in councils and cabinets abroad, which 
are now^ as accessible to it, as his parliament. If in* 
trieue should fail, the whigs, by. whom he reigns, 
will always find him money enough to. do the busi* 
ness. la the mean time, Hq can stand in no manner 
of apprehension with respect to any part or his sub* 
jects, except a distant one, in regard of those esta* 
blished by Clarendon, to wit, the Irish whigs. These 
have bad earnest longings after independency both 
Upon the church and state of England, ever since ' 
their establishmeat in Ireland. The division of the 
vulgar of that country frpm them, in point of religion, 
and the long peace of the neighbouring powers with 
England, have rendered all their views impracticable 
liitlierto. England is mad enough to encourage per- 
secution in that country ; and if they can, by exe- 
cuting the penal laws in all their rigour, force the 
people at length to be of a piece with them, they 
may not be long to seek for a proper occasion to 
withdraw themselves from the dominion'of England, 
ds Che Portuguese did, some time ago, from that of 
Spain, though upon the same continent, {n that 
case, as they were founded upon presbytery and fa»» 
naticism, the ecclesiastical livings will he no small 
accession of power and encouragement for them tQ 
return to the religion of their fathers. Their honour 
will be concerned in having a church' of their own ; 
and there is nothing so easy, as to make five hundred 
as good as any of those now in being, within th^ 
comprehensive system of Clarendon. 

Who can think it strange, after all, that Claren- 
don should reckon the Irish a blind and stupid peo- 
ple, since they could not discover the broad way to 
their temporal and eternal happiness, .as well as he 
and all his pupils of the present latitude? But, in the 
name of wonder, since they could have made the 
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Ivaj to Heaven, notwithstanding the neediess barden 
of their articles oi faith, vfhy should they be destroy- 
ed in this world merely upon account of them ? After 
having suffered so much for their rebellion again^tt 
Cromwell^ why should they be made martyrs to their 
loyalty, when their king was actually on the throne } 
a man must be stupid indeed, not to see through all 
this mec)^anism of sacrificing people to God and to 
the devil at once. But, thanks to their stars ! their 
friend Cl^endon is still alive : his spirit of perseeu^f 
tion will open their eyes at last, and bring them to 
their senses. Whenever they can get clear of the 
devil, in his way, by having little or no religion at 
all, they will soon become as wise as their neigh- 
bours; and by agreeing among themselves, get 
clear of England and her church too into the bargain. 
Dear Mentor, excuse me for having finished, as 
folks do generally in their drink, with a dispute 
about religion ; I love religion, with all my soul, 
where it is sincere ; but abhor, above all things> the 
pretence or abuse of it, to advance any purpose but 
those that regard the other world. As I have a soul 
(I hope) to'be saved, I have studied all the present 
i'eligions with care: and if my creed did not deter- 
mine me to be a catholic, I freely own I should be 
troubled with none of them, because of all the vile 
and cruel rogueries I have seen them misapplied to. 
rMost of them, for want of authority, are lost in free- 
thinking 5 others, by arrogating too much authority, 
vantsh into superstition. These two kinds, abandoned 
to such extremities, have infinitely more business 
upon earth, than ever they are like to have in Hea- 
ven. The catholic may be free from either, if he 
pleases: if he fall into either, he must be knave or 
tool. The same may he said of a national church, 
guarded by the civil, and fenced by her own eccle- 
siastical authority. She may be very catholic, with- 
out being enslaved to the decretals and extravagan- 
cies of popery ; or overlaid by the heavier weight of 
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presbytery ; or made the jest and handmaid of free- 
thinking ! It is a general remark, that two of ^ trad^ 
cannot aeree. The most sanguine Jesuits, though 
they are Forced to keep same measures, are horribly 
cried out at by those that pretend to the strickest kin4 
of reformation : yet these, whenever (hey get \h^ 
temporal power into their hands, outdo them innnitely 
in all their arts of double dealing and tyranny. But 
all our jars are a noise- zibout nothing — ^Clarendon, a 
man of much more religion an^ sense than either thq 
apostles, Others, or councils, has discovered, of late, 
tliat heresy is only a dream ; since, according to him^ 
catliolic and christian are one and the same thing in 
facL So let us burn our books and our schools, for 
there is an end of controversy. Howeyer, let us keepr 
rancour and persecution on loot, with all the zeal of 
our fathers. There has been, and there is still, 
something to be got by it. 

I own J am a little mad; so Mentor must take 
nothing ill that I say to him.. My patience is exr 
hausteS, and I have dope all I coulc^ to tire his. He 
must blame his own good nature, that has given mc? 
room to vent my spleen. As I have no friend here 
of genius ox freedom of thought enough to compre- 
hend these notions, they had rotted m my breast, 
and thrown me, perhaps, into some dangerous indis- 
position, if I haa not come out with them. I am 
now setting out upon an expedition against the Moors, 
since the modern christians are too hard for me ; and 
w^hatever may be my fate, it is an exceeding comfprj 
to me to have thus discharged my conscience in re- 
gard of these, before I enter the lists against thejir 
brethren the mahometans* 

. As for the blank verses which I recommended so 
earnestly to the care of Mentor, I now abandon them 
to his discretion. If he thinks them worth his corr 
rection, lie will give them to the public as he pro- 
poses, without the name of an author, and with hl$ 
9wn, ajfter the epistle to recommend them. Ittrifl 
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do me a great deal of honour, and I will take care, it 
shall do him no manner of mischief. If he neglect 
publishing them, I shall have the mortification of be- 
lieving the present I took the liberty to make him not 
worth his while, or that my present liberty of speech 
is offensive to him. Tliis'must not be. We are all 
brethren in fact ; and no man should be angry at ano- 
ther, for using him with all the intimacy of a friend, 
and opening his whole heart to him without malice 
or disguise. I beg pardon of Mentor, and of all those 
great names he mentions, for my censures upon rhyme 
and raillery, which he may soflen or expunge entirely, 
according to his better judgment. I should be very 
sorry to make enemies of those whom, of ail man- 
kina, I would choose to make my friends. Mr. Pope 
and I lived in perfect union and familiarity, for two 
or three summers, before he entered upon the stage 
of the world ; where he has since gained so great and 
so just an applause. The other geniuses have a right 
to all my re^rd, by the merit of sharing the ac- 
tion ana esteem of Mentor, who will do me a great 
deal of honour, if he allow me any place in so learned 
and polite a society. Without any compliment, they 
are fitter for the Augustan age than for this. They 
are at home, and endeavour to give the world a sense 
of its follies with great humour and gaiety. The 
cheerfulness of my temper is, in a ^reat measure, 
sunk under a long and a hopeless exile, which has 

iven it a serious, or, if you will, a supercilious turn. 

lash the world with indignation and grief, in the 
strain of Jeremy. But the world is grown so inve- 
terate in iniquity, that I fear we shall all lose our 
labour. It will have just the same effect to flog, as 
to tickle them. — However, if there be any room for 
a grave, sullen fellow, that has beep one of the 
merriest fellows in Europe, in Mentor's academy^ I 
offer myself: and, to pay my entrance, as I did in 
Newgate, I send him a kilderkin of the best wine 
On thi$ side of the country, to drink their healths^ &nd 



f 
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Miine, if be pleases. I accept, with a great deal of 
acknowledgment, the present of books offered me 
hy Mentor, and desire he will send along with them 
doctor Jonathan Swift's Miscellanies, which they tell 
me are worth them all. I can give him nothing in 
return, but some heads of tlie Saracens of Oran, 
which I shall be ordered to cut off, because they will 
not become christians, I must be their executioner 
in' my own defence ; for, with all my spleen and vex-^ 
ation of spirit, I am the most inoffensive creature in 
the world i« regard of religion. I would not shed 
one ounce of blood in anger or enmity, or wrong any 
man living of a cracked sixpence, to make all the 
world catholics; yet I am as staunch a one myself as 
any pope in the universe. I am all for the primitive 
church, in which people made proof of their religion 
only at their own expense. But I laugh, witji great 
contempt, at those who will force others to Heaven> 
their way, in spite of charity. 

Though I should be in the deserts of Libya, I can 
still hear from Mentor. It is not necessary he should 
submit his criticism or correction to me, since I con- 
stitute him my j udge, without appeal. The gentle- 
man of my famUv mentioned by him^ is the honestest, 
but ihe idlest fellow breathing. 1 cannot even get a 
letter from him. Thus my reliance for the revising 
and publishing of those pieces is entirely upon Men- 
tor, whom Lembrace with all my hearC this 27 th of 
February, 1732. 



FKOM MR. GAY. 

DEAR sfR, March 13, 1731-2. 

I HOPE this unlucky accident of hurting your leg 
will not prevent your comifig to us this spring, 
vou xvni. V . ^ 
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though you say nothing about it. All your friends ex- 
pect it, and particularly my landlord and landlady* 
who are my friends as much as ever ; and I should 
ftot think them so, if they were not as much yours. 
The downs of Amcsbury are so smooth, that neither 
horse nor man can hardly make a wtong step, so 
that you may take your exercise with us With greater 
security. If you prevail with the duchess to ride 
and walk with you, you will do her good ; but 
that is a motive I could never prevail with her to 
comply with. I Wish you Would try whether your 
oratory could get over this difficulty. General Dor- 
mer, sir Clement Cotterell, and 1 set out to-morrow 
morning for Rousham, in Oxfordshire, to stay ten 
days or a fortnight. The duchess will undertake tp 
recommend the lords of her acquaintance to attend 
Mr. Ryves's* cause, if it should come on before our 
return : the duke will do the same. Her ^race too 
has undertaken to answer your letter. I nave not 
disposed of yout South Sea bonds ; there is a year's 
interest due at Ladyday. Were I to dispose of them 
at present, I should lose a great deal of the premium I 
paid for them : perhaps they may fall loWeij, but I can- 
not prevail with myself to sell them. The rogueries 
that have been discovered on some other Companies, I 
believe, make them all have less dredit. I find irfyself 
dispirited, for want of having some pursuit. Indo- 
lence and idleness are the hiost tiresome things in the 
world. I begin to find a dislike to society, f think I 
ought to try to break myself of it, but I cannot resolve 
to set about it. I have left off almost all my great ac- 
quaintance, which saves me something in chair hire, 
though in that article tl>e town is still yery expen- 

* William Ryves, esq, was an eminent merchant in Dublin. 
The ciuse alluded io by Mr. Gay was an appeal by David Bindoo; 
esq., another merchant, from n dfxrree of the court qf exchequer 
in Ir^ind in favour of Mr. Ryves. The appeal was dismissed, 
and the decree affirmed, May 4, 1733. N. 
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iiv«. Tbo8^ whp were yeur old acquaintance^ are 
almost the only people I visit ; and indeed^ upon try- 
ing ally I liice them best. Itord Cornbury reHased the 
pension that was offered him; he is chosen to repre- 
sent the university pf Oxford, in the room of Mr. 
Bromleyt without opposition. I know him and I 
think he deserves it. He is a young nobleman of 
learning and mor^^U* which is %o particular, that I 
know you will respect and value him ; and, to my 
great comfort he lives in our family. Mr. Pope is in 
town, and in good health. I lately passed a wed^ 
vrith him, at Twickenham. I must leave the rest 
to the duchess ; for I must pack up my shirts, to set 
out to-morrow, being the 1 4th of March, the day af- 
ter I received your letter. If you would advise the 
duchess to confine me four hours a day to my own- 
room, while I am in the country, I will write ; for I 
cannot confine myself as I ought. 



TO MR. FAULKNER. 

Deadly House, March 29, 1732. 

MR. FAVLKKSA, 

^VlTHOUT the least regard to your wager, I do 
assure you, upon my word and reputation, that I 
am not the author of one single line or syllable of that 
j^mpblet, caUedj» An infallible §cbeme to pay the 
Debts of the Nation ; and, as it is a very tti\just, so 
it is equally an imprudent and fallible proceedings 
to pronounce determinately on our taste and know- 
ledge of style or manner ofwriting, where very good 
judges are oflen di^ceived ; and in this case, few noen 
have suffered so much as myself, who have borne the 
reproach of many hundred printed papers, which I 
v2 o 
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never saw. I do likewise protest in the same manner, 
that J did not write the epigram upon Taylor*, not 
heard of it until Mr. Pilkington showed it me in 
manuscript. Therefore, pray desire your wagerer, 
from me, to be more cautious in determinihg on such 
matters, and not to venture the loss of his money and 
credit with so much odds against him. 

I am, your humble servalnt, 

J. SWIFT. 

If this fancy should hold, of taxing me with all the 
papers that come out> and at the same time I 
should take a fancy to be a writer, I shall be dis* 
covered when I have no mind, for it will be only 
to catechise me whenever I am suspected. 



TO LADY ACHESON. 

AN APRIL FOOL LETTER. 

Saturday morning, 1732. 

A GENTLEMAN called here lastnightupon some 

business, who took Mr. — : *s house yesterday at 

dinner in his return from Wicklowf. He tells me 
that Mrs. — -— was brought to bed yesterday morn- 
ing at five o'clock of half a child, just as if it were 
divided in two equal parts. It had one eye, half a 
nose and mouth, one leg, and so from top to bottom. 
They could see it was a boy, or rather half a boy : 
it was dead born, but she is very well. It was thought 
that this was the cause of all her colics. Mrs. 

* The famous oculist. N. 

•f- A v^ry delightful village in the eounty of Wicklow, about 
fourteen miles from Dublin. F. r^^r^^L 
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Brent tells ijae she kas known the like more than 
Once. I am glad the poor woman had her mother 
and sister with hqr. ^ 

Are you not undone f^r want of Monky ? How 
are you? Does your milk agree with you ? We shall 
see you no more at church until Mimday returns. 
Adieu, &c. I mend a little. 



FROM LADY ACHESON. 

SaiurdMy nuyrmngt 1732. 

A AM greatly surprised at the account you gave me 
of poor Mrs. ; but since it was so, I am hearti- 
ly glad she has got rid of it. Mrs Morris's gout seiz- 
ed her all over on Thursday, so that she keeps 
her bed. None of them know 'any thing of this mat- 
ter : they sent a boy yesterday to Dil^nney (I will 
not mention this thing to them till he r^urns) to let 
them know she was not able to go to the country.-^ 
Rm sorry that you mend but a little : this bad weather 
has increased my cough ; the milk agrees very well 
with me. ' I will l^ at ypur church to-morrow. 

I am yours, &c. 



TO MR. GAY. 

Dublin, May 4, 1732. 

X AM pow a9 lame as when you writ your letter, 
9nd almost as lame as your letter itself, for want of 
that limb from my lady duchess, which you. pro- 
mised, and without which I wonder how it could 
0-3 
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limp hither. I am not in a condition to make a trae 
step even on Amesbury downs^ and I declare that a 
corporeal false step is worse than apolitical one : nay 
worse than a thousand political ones, for which 

. I appeal to courts and ministers, who hobble on and 
prosper without the sense of feeling. To talk of rid- 
ing and walking is insulting me, for I can as soon 
fly as do either. It is your pride or laziness, more 
than chairhire that makes the town expensive. No 
honour is lost by walking in the dark; and in the 
day you may beckon a black guard boy under a gate, 
near your visiting place, (experto crede) save 
eleven pence, and get half a crown's worth of health. 
The worst of my present misfortune is, that I eat and 
drink, and can digest neither for want of exercise ; 
and, to increase my misery, the knaves are sure to 
find me at home, and make huge void spaces in my 
cellars. I congratulate with you for losing your great 
acquaintance ; in such a case, philosophy teaches 
that we must submit, and be content with good 
ones. I like lord Cornbury's refusing his pension, 
but I demur at his being elected for Oxford; 
which, I conceive, is wholly changed ; and entirely 
devoted to new principles; so it appeared to me the 
two last times I was there. 

I find by the whole cast of your letter, that you 
are as giddy and as volatile as ever : just the reverse 
of Mr. Pope, v/ho has always loved a domestic life 
from his youth. I was going to wish you had some 
little place that you could call your own, but, I pro- 
fess I do not know you weH enough to contrive any 
one system of life that would please you. You pre- 
tend to preach up Ji;iding and walking to the duchess, 

'^ yet,, from my knowledge of you after twenty years, 
you always joined a violent desire of perpetually 
shifting places and company, witlv a rooted laziness, 
and an utter impatience of fatigue. A coceh and six 
horses is tiie utmost exercise you can bea|^ and this 
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only when you can fill it with such company as is 
best suited to your taste, and how glad would you be 
if it could watt you in the air to avoid*jolting ; while 
I who am so much later in life, can, or at Ifeast ' 
could, ride five hundred miles on a trotting horse. 
You mortally hate writing, only because it is the 
thing you chiefly ought to do ; as we)l to keep up 
the vogue you have in the world, as to make you 
easy in your fortune: You are merciful to every 
thing but money, your best friend, whom you treat 
with inhumanity. Be assured, I will hire people to 
watch all your motions, and to return me a faithful 
account. Tell me, have you cured your absence of 
mind ? can you' attend to trifles ? can you at Ames- 
bury write domestic libels to divert the family and 
neighbouring squires for dve miles round ? or ven- 
ture so fasT on horseback, without apprehending a 
stumble at every step? can you set the footmen a 
laughing as they wait at dinner ? and do the duchess's 
women admire your wit ? in what esteem are you 
with the vicar of the parish ? can you play with him 
at back-gammon ; have the farmers found out that 
you cannot distinguish rye from]barIey, o^an dak from 
a crab tree ? You are sensible that I know the full 
extent of your country skill is in fishing for roaches 
or gudgeons at the highest. 

I love to do you good offices with your friends, 
and therefore desire you will show this letter to the 
duchess, to improve her grace's good opinion of your 
qualifications, and convince her how useful you are 
likely to be in the family. Her grace shall have the 
honour of my correspondence again when she goes 
to Amesbury. Hear a piece of Irish news, I buried 
the famous general Meredyth's lather last night in 
ray cathedral, he was ninety-six years old ; so that 
Mrs.' Pope may live seven years longer. You saw 
Mr. Pope in health, pray is he generally more heal- 
thy than when I was among you? I would know 
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ho\v your own health is, and how much wine you 
drink in a day ? My stii>t in company is a pint at 
noon, an^ half as much at night; but I often dine 
at home like a h^mit, and then I drink little or none 
at all. Yet Idiflfer from you, for I would have so* 
ciety, if I could get what I like, people of middle 
understanding, and middle rank. Adieu. 



' FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

London, Ma;y 13, 1732. 

X AM sorry my writing should inconvenience your 
eyes ; but 1 fear, it is rather my style, than my ink, 
that is so hard to be read : however, if I do not 
forget myself, I will enlarge my hand to give you 
the less trouble. Their graces are at last arrived in 
perfect health, in spite of all their perils and dangers, 
though I must own, they were so long in their 
voyage, that they gave me an exceeding heart ach ; 
and, if that would be any hinderance, they shall ne- 
ver have my consent to ^o back to Ireland, but re- 
main here, and be only king of Knowle**^ and Dray« 
ton ; and I do not think it would be the worse for 
him, cither in person or pocket. I dare say, he 
would not need a remembrancer's office for any thint 
you have spoke to him about : but however, I will 
not fail in the part you have set me. * 

I find you want a strict account of me, how I 
pass my time. But first, I thank you for the nine 
hours out of the twenty-four you bestowed on sleep* 
ing ; one or two of them I do willingly present you 
back again. As to quadrille, though I am, generally 
speaking, a constant attendant to it every daj/y^t I 

^ A £neold snt of die puk» Qf Porsn'v. H. 
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will most thankfully submit to your allowance of 
time ; for, when complaisance draws me no farther, 
it is with great yawnings, and a vast expense of my 
breath, in asking. Who plays ? Who's called ? And 
what's trumps ? and if you can recollect any thing 
of my former way of life, such as it was, so it is. I 
never loved to have my hands idle ; they were either 
iiiU of work or had a book ; but as neither sort was 
the .best or most useful, so you will find forty years 
and a wee bit have done no more good to my head, 
than it has to my face. Your old friend Biddy is 
much your humble servant, and could she get rid of 
her cough, her spleen would do her and her friend no 
harm ; for she loves a sly sedate joke; as well as ever 
you knew her do. 

The duke and duchess are just come in, who both 
present their service to you, and will take it as a fa- 
vour, if you will bestow any of your time that you 
can spare upon lord George*. 

Adieu, for the duchess, the countess of Suffolk, Mr. 
Chardin, and I, are going to quadrille. * 



FROM MR. GAY. 

BEAR SIR, London, May 19, 17S2. 

i O-MORROW we set out for Amesbury, where 
I propose to follow your advice, of employing my- 
self about some work against next winter. You 
seemed not to approve of my writing more fables. 
Those I am now writing, have, a prefatory discourse 
before each of them, by way .of episfle, and the mo- 

♦ Lord George Sackville was at that time a student in the uni* 
fersity of Dublin. H. 

Digitized by Google 



22$ L,ETT1R8 TO AVP FROM DR. SWIFT. 

rals of them mostly are of the political kind i which 
makes them run into a greater length than those I 
have already publbhed. I have already finished fif- 
. teen or sixteen ; four or iive more would make a 
volupfie of the wipe size as the first. Though this 
is a kind of writing that appears very easy, I find 
it is the most difficult of any that I ever undertook. 
After I have invented one fable, and finished it, I 
despair of finding out another ; but I have a moral 
or two mo^[e, which I wish to write upon. I have 
also a sort of scheme to raise my finances by doing 
something for the stage : with this^ and some read* 
ing, and a great deal of exercise, I propose to pass 
my summer. I am sorry it must be without you. 
Why cannot you come and saunter about the downs 
a horseback, in the autumn, to mark the partridges 
for me to shoot for your dinner ? Yesterday I re- 
ceived your letter, and notwithstanding your re- 
E roaches of laziness, I was four or five hours about 
usiness, atMl did iK)t spend a shilling in a coach or 
chair. I received a year's interest on your two bonds, 
which is 8l. I have four of my own. I have de* 
posited all of them in the hands of Mr. Hoare, to 
receive the half year's interest at Michaelmas. The 
premium of the bonds is fallen a great deal since I 
bought yours, I gave very near 6l. on each bond, 
and they are now sold for about 50s. Every thing 
is very precarious, and I have no opinion of any of 
their public securities ; but, I believe, the parliament 
next year intend to examine the South sea scheme. 
I do not know, whether it will be prudept to trust 
our money there till that time. I did what I could 
to assist Mr. Ry ves ; and I am very glad that he 
has found justice. Lord Bathurst spoKeforhim, and 
was very zealous on bringing on his cause. I'he 
duchess intended to write in my last letter, but she 
set out all on a sudden, to take care of lord Drum* 
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Jahrig*. who was taken ill of the smallpox at Win- 
chester school. He is now perfeptly well recovered 
(for he had a favourable kind) to the great joy of 
our family. I think she ought, as she intends, to 
renew her correspondence with you at Amesbury. 
I was at Daw ley on Sunday. Lady Boiingbroke con* 
tinues in a very bad state of health, but still retains 
her spirits. You are always remembered there witli 
great respect and friendship, Mrs. Pope is so worn 
out with old age, but without any distemper, that I 
look upon her life as very uncertain. Mr. Pope's 
state ot health is much in the same way as when you 
left him. As for myself, I am often troubled with 
the colic. I have as much inattention, and have 
I think, lower spirits than usual, which I impute to 
my having no one pursuit in Hie. I have many 
compliments to make you from the duke and duqhess, 
and lords Boiingbroke, Bathurst, sir William Wynd- 
ham, Mr. Pulteney, Dr. Arbuthnot, Mr. Lewisj^ 
&c. Every one of them is disappointed in your not 
coming among us. I have not seen dean Berkeley ji 
but have read his bookf, and like many parts of it ; 
but in general think, with you, that it is too specxila* 
tive, at least for me. Dr. Delany I have very sel- 
dom seen ; he did not do me the honour to advise 
with me about any thing he has published^. I like 
your tboajgh^s upon tliese sort of writings ; and I 
should have advised him, as you did, though I had 
lost his good opinion. I write in very gr^at haste ; 
for I have many things to do before I go out of 
town. Ptay make me. as happy as you can, and let 
me hear from you often. But I am still in hopes to 
see yoa, and will expect a summons one 6»y or other 

♦ Her son. N. 

fAlciphron: of. The Minute Philosopher. Pnatedat Loii- 
^on^in 1739, intwovahiifles, 8vo. 8. . 

t.He published «t Loftdon) in the year l7Qft, ** kere1ati«>|i_ 
(Kamincd with Candour," &c. 2 vols 8vo« & r- t 

_ edbyLjOOgle 
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to copae to Bristol, in order to be yoat guide to 
Amesburj. 



FROM LADY CATHARINE JONES*. 

JuM 15, 1732. 

JL HE return of my humble thanks to Mr. Dean bj 
the date it bears, looks more like a slumber of grati* 
tude> than the quick sense of that rare virtue which 
I owe to you, sir, for the trouble you have so wil- 
Unglv undertaken, in executing what I so much' de- 
sireci ; since the manner you have done it in, answers 
my wishes in every respect. The proposal you 
fnade, I acquainted my sister Kildare, and niece 
Fanny Coningsby with ; for I being but one part of 
the family, cannot act farther tlian &ey will consent, 
which is, that they will settle twenty shillings |9«r 
fear, that you may never be liable to any more trou- 
ble upon the same occasion. 

I need not inform Mr. Dean, ^at the world teaches 
as,>that relations and friends look like tw6 di&rent 
species : and though I have the honour to be allied 
to my lord Burlington, yet since the death of my 
good father and his the notice he takes of me, is, as 
iiT was a separated blood; or else, I am yai& enough 
to say, we are sprung from oim; ancestor^ whose 
ashes keep up a greater lustre than those w^ho are 
not reduced to it, 
- I cannot conclude without jsaying, that were I 

* See a letter from this lady, June U, n29, on the repairs of 
her grandfather archbishop Jones's monument, in St. Patrick's 
cathedral. For this purpose the twenty shillings a year were 
<l«ubt]ess.s«itled by (he family. Thi9 lady and Richard the last 
carl of Burlington were second cousins, b^ug both lineally de* 
scended from the fim earl of Cork. She died April 1% 1740, 
worth 200,0001. K. . n ] 
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worthy in any way to have the pleasure of seeing 
dean Swift, I do not know any passion, even envy 
would not make innocent, in my ambition of seeing 
the author of so much wit and judicious writing, as I 
bave had the advantage to reap. 

Your most humble and obliged servant, 

CATHARINE JONES. 
Your opinion of Mr. French* is just, and his due. 



TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY. 

Dublin, July 10, 1732. ' 

X HAD your letter by Mr. Ryves, a long time after- 
the date, for I suppose he staid long in the way. I 
am glad you determine upon something ; there is no 
writing I esteem more than fables, nor any thing so: 
difficult to succeed in; which however you have done, 
excellently well, and I have often admired youf hap- 
piness in such a kind of petform^nces, which I have 
frequently endeavoured at in vain. I remember I 
acted as you seem to hint ; I found a moral first, and 
studied for a fable, bui could do nothing that pleased 
me, and so left off that scheme for ever. I remem- 
ber one, which was to represent what scoundrels 
rise in armies by a long war, wherein I supposed tlie 
lion was engaged ; and having lost all his animals of 
worth, at last serjeant Hog came to be brigadier, 
and corporal Ass a colonel, ^c, I agree with ^eu 
likewise about getting something by the stage, which^ 
when it succeeds, is the best crop fcr poetry in Eng- 
land 5 but, pray, take some new scheme, quite dif^ 

♦ Humphrey French, lord mayor of Dublin ; to whom th« 
Dean addressed an Ode of Horau;, priitt^d io vol. %u N. 
VOL. XVUI. X o 
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ferent from any thing yott have already touched. The 
present humour of the players, who hardJy (as I was 
told in London) regard any new play, and your pre* 
^nt situation at the court, are tlie difficulties to be 
overcome; but those ciTcumsttinces may have altered" 
(at least the former) since t left you. My scheme 
was to pass a month i^ Amesbury, and then go to 
Twickenham, aad live a winter between that and 
Dawley, and sometimes at Riskins^ without going to 
London, where I now can have no occasional lodgings : 
but I am not yet in any condition for such removals. 
I would fain have you get enough aeainst you grow 
old, to have two or three servants aoout you and a 
convenient house. It is hard to want those stibsidia 
scnectutif when a man grows hard to please, and few 
people care whether he be pleased or not. I have 9 
larre house, yet I should hardly prevail to find one 
visitor, if I were not able to hire him with a bottle of 
wine: so that, when I am not abroad on horseback, 
I generally dine alone, and am thankful, if a friend 
will pass the evening with me *. I am now with the 
remainder of my pint before me, and so here's your 
health — and the stecond and chief is to my Tunbridge 
acquaintance, my lady duchess — ^and I tell you that 
I fear my lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Pope (a couple 
of philosophers) would starve me, for even pf port 
wine I should require half a pint a day, and as ilinch 
at night : and you were growing as bad, unless yottr 
duke and duchess have mended you. Your colic is 
owing to intemperance of the philosophical kind; 

♦ From the time of Stella'5 death,* in iT^t, Swift:*s KFe became 
much more retired; and the austerity of hh XKtnper naturally in- 
creased. <He could twt join io the social cbeer&iness of his public 
days ; or bear such an intrusion on his own melancholy, as the 
cheerfulness of others. His Chapter entertainments, however, 
which were four yearly, were not discontinued in his house, though 
he often declined presiding at tht table, sind sotnetimes avoided 
the company of his !&•« intimate friend*. N. 
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you eat without Cdxe, and if you drink less than I, 
you drink too little. But your inattention I cannot 
pardon, because I imagined the cause was removed^ 
for I thought it lay in- your forty millions of schemes 
by court hopes and court fears. Yet Mr. Pope has 
the same defect, and it is of all others the most mor* 
tal to conversation : neither is my lord fiolingbroke 
unttnged with it : all for want of my rale Five la 
bagatelle ! but the doctor is the king of inattention { 
What a vexatious life should I lead among you ? If 
the duchess be a r4veuse, I will never go to Ames* 
bury ; or, if I do, I will run away from you both, 
to one of her women* and the steward and chaplain. 

MADAK, 

I mentioned something to Mr. Gay of a Tunbridge 
acquaintance, whom we forget of course when we 
return to town* and yet I am assured that if they meet 
again next summer, they have a better title to resume 
their commerce. Thus I look on my right of cor- 
responding with your grace to be better established 
upon your return to An^esbury ; and I shall at this 
time descend to forget, or ^t least suspend my re^ 
sentments of yoax neglect all the time you were ii| 
London. I still keep in my heart, that Mr. Gay had 
no sooner turned his back, than you left the place in 
his letter void which he had commanded you to fill ; 
though your guilt confounded you so far, that yoi| 
wanted presence of mind to blot out the last line, 
where that command stared you in the face. But it 
is my misfortune to quarrel with all my acquaintance, 
and always come by the worst ; and fortune is ever 
against me, but never so much as by pursuing me 
out of mere partiality to your grace, for which you 
are to answer. By your connivance, she has pleased, 
by one stumble on the stairs^ to give me a lameness 
that six months have not been able perfectly to cure i 
x2 
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and thus I am prevented from revenging myself by 
continuing a month at Amesbury, and breeding con- 
fusion in your grace's family. No disappointment 
throu^ my whole life has been so yexatioM by many 
degrees : and God knows whether I shall ^er livet* 
see the invisible lady to whom I was obliged for sd 
many favours, and whom I never beheld since she 
was a brat in hanging sleeves, tzm, and shall be 
ever with the greatest respect and gratitude^ ^ 
Madam, your grace's most obedient, 

and most humble, i^'c^ 



JROM LORD BOLINGBROKE, 

I WRITE this letter, in hopes that Pope, a man 
scattered in the world (according to the French 
phrase) will soon procure me an opportunity of con- 
veying it safely to you, my reverend dean. For my 
own part, half this wicked nation might go to you, 
or half your beggarly nation might come to us, and 
the whole migration be over before I knew any thing 
of the matter. My letter will concern neither afiairs 
of state, nor of party; and yet I would not have it 
fall into (he hands of our ministers r it might pass in 
their excellent noddles for a piece of a pfot against 
themselves, if not against the state; or, at least, it 
might furnish them with an opportunity of doingan 
ill natured, and disappointing a good natured thing; 
which being a pleasure to the mSicious and the base, 
I should be sorry to give it on any occasion, and es- 
pecially on this, to iheparnobilejratrum*. 

Alter this preamble, I proceed to tell you, that 

* Sir Robert Walpole, and his brother Horace. B, 



I 
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there is in ray neighbourhood, in Berkshire, a clergy* 
man> one Mr. Talbot, related to the solicitor gene- 
ral'^, and protected by bitn. This man has now the 
living of Burfieldf, which the iate bishop of Dur- 
ham held before, and, for aught I know, after he was 
iMshop of Oxford. The living is worth four hun- 
dred pounds ))«r annum over and above a curate paid, 
as Mr. Correy, a gentleman who does my business 
in that country, and who is a very grave authority^ 
assures me. The parsonage house is extremely good, 
the place pleasant, and the air excellent, the distance 
Irom London a little day's journey, and from hence 
(give me leave to think this circumstance of some im-^ 
portance to you) not much above half a day's, even 
for you who are no great Jockey. Mr. Talbot has 
niany reasons, which make him desirous to settle in 
Ireland for the rest of his life, and has been looking 
out for a change of preferments some time. As soon 
as I heard this, I employed one to know whether he 
continued in the same mind, and to tell him, that an 
advantageous exchange might be offered him, if he 
conld engage his kinsman to make it practicable at 
court. He answered for his own aoceptance, and 
his kinsman's endeavours. I employed next some 
friends to secure my lord Dorset, who very firankly 
declared himself ready to serve you in any thing, and 
in this if you desired it. But he mentioned a thing, 
at the same time, wholly unknown to me, which is 
that your deanery is not in the nomination of the 
crown, but in the election of the chapter. This may 
render our affair perhaps more easy ; more hard, I 
think, it cannot be; but in all cases, it requires other 
measures to be taken. One of these I believe must 
he, to prepare Hoadly, bishc^ of Salisbury, if that 

' • Afterward lord chancellor. N. 
f A rectory in Berkshire, p. 
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be possible, to prepare hts brother the archbishop of 
Dublin. The light, in which the proposition. must 
be represented to him and our ministers, (if it be 
made to them) is this; that though they gratiiy yoa« 
they gratify you in a thing advantageous to them* 
selves, and silly in you to ask. I suppose it v^ill not 
be hard to persuade them, that it is better for them 
.you should be a private parish priest in an English 
county, than a dean in the metropolis of Ireland* 
where they know, because they have felt, your aa» 
thority and influence. At least, this topic is a plau- 
sible one for those who speak to them, to insist upon, 
and coming out of a whig mouth may have weight. 
Sure I am, they will be easily persuaded^ tba;t quit- 
ting power for ease, and a greater for a less revenue^ 
is a foolish bargain, which they should by conse- 
quence help you to make. 

You see now the state of this whole affair, and you 
will judge better than I am able to do, of the means 
to be employed on your side of the water : as to those 
on this, nothing shall be neglected. Find some se- 
cure way of conveying your thoughts and your coro^ 
mands to me; for my friend has a right to command 
roe arbitrarily, which no man else upon earth has. 
Or rather, dispose of affairs so as to come hither im* 
mediately. You intended to come some time ago. 
You speak, in a letter Pope has just now received 
from you, as if you still had in view to make this 
journey before winter. Make it in the summer, and 
the sooner the better. To talk of being able to ride 
with stirrups, is trifling : get on Pegasus, bestride 
the hipp)ogryph, or mount the white nag in the Re- 
velation. To be serious ; come any how, and put 
neither delav nor humour in a matter which requires 
dispatch ana management. Though I have room, I 
will not say one word to you about BerkcJey*s* or 

* "Alciphron.; or The Minute PhiloBopher)l^dle 
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Delany*s** book. Some part of the former is hard to 
be understood ; none of the latter is to be read. I 
propose, liowever, to reconcile you to metaphysics ; 
by showing how they may be employed against me- 
taphysicians ; and that whenever you do not under- 
stand them, nobody else does, no not those who write 
them. 

I know you are inquisitive about the health of the 
poor woman who inhabits this place; it is tolerable, 
better than it has been some years. Com^ and see 
ber; you shall be nursed, "fondled, and humoured. 
She desires you to accept this assurance, with her 
humble service. Your horses shall be grazed in sum- 
mer, and fotbered in winter ; and you and your man 
shall have meat, drink, and lodging. Washing -I 
cannot afford, Mr. Dean ; for I am grown savings 
thanks to your sermon about frugality. 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Drayton, July 19, 1732. 

X BELIEVE you will not wonder at my long silence, 
when I tell you, that Mrs. Floyd came ill here, but 
she kept pretty much to herselt ; and ever since she 
has been here, till within these two or three days, I 
have had no hopes of her life. You may easily 
guess what I must have suffered for a so long trieci, 
prudent, useful, agreeable companion and friend. 
And God knows, she is now excessively weak, and 
mends but slowly : however, I have now great hopes, 
and I am very good at believing what I heartily wish. 
As I dare say you will be concerned for her, you 
may want to kno^v her illness, but that is more fhar^ 
I can tell you. She has fancied herself in a con- 

* " Revelation examined with CRifdbiih ^o 
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sumption a great while f but though she has had the 
most dreadful cough I ever heard in my life, all the 
doctors said» it was not that ; but none of them did 
say what it was. The doctor here, who is an extra- 
ordinary good one, (but lives fourteen long, long 
miles off) has lately been left ten thousand pounds, 
and now hates his business ; he says, it is a sharp 
humour that falls upon her nerves, sometimes on her 
stomach and bowels ; and indeed what he has given 
her, has, to appearance^ had much better eifectthan 
the millions of things she has been forced to tike. 
After this, you will not expect, I should have fol- 
lowed your orders, and rid, for I have scarcely walk- 
ed ; although I dare not be very much in her room, 
because she constrained herself to hide her illness 
from me. 

The duke and duchess of Dorset have not been 
here yet, but I am in hopes they will soon. I do 
npt know, whether you remember Mrs. Crowther, 
and Mrs. Acourt; they and Mr. Persode are my 
company; but as I love my house full^ I expect 
more sttil ; and my lady Suffolk talks of making me 
a short visit. I have been so full of Mrs. Floyd,* I 
had like to have forgot to tell you, that I am such a 
dunderhead, that I really do not know what, my sister 
Pen's age was ; but I think, she could not be above 
twelve years old. She was the next to me, but whe- 
ther two or three years younger I have forgot ; and 
what is more ridiculous, I do not exactly know my 
own, for my mother and nurse used to differ upon 
that notable point. And I »m willing to be a young 
lady still, so will not allow myself to be more than 
forty-eight next birthday ; but if I make my letter 
any longer, perhaps you will wish J iievef had been 
^Qvn. Sp aaieu^ dear Dean« 



d by Google 



LETTSHS TO AND FROM DR. SWIFT. Hfl 



TO MR. ALDERxMAN BARBER*. 

MR. ALDERMAN^ Dublin, Ju!i/ 22, 1732. 

X HERE is a youDg gentleman of the clergy here» 
for whom I bave great regard. And I cannot but 
wish this young gentleman (for whose learning and 
oratory in the puTpit I wiiJ engage) might have the 
honour to be your chaplain in your mayoralty. His 
name is Mattliew Piikington ; he is some years under 
thirty, but has more wit, sense, and discretion, than 
any of your London parsons ten years above his age. 
He has a great longing to see England, and appear 

* John Briber son of a barber, in the city of London, was 
bred a printer, in which business, by a successful train of cir- 
cumstances, which brought him acquainted with lord Bolingbroke, 
Swift, Pope, and others of the most eminent writers of the age,. 
he acquired considerable opulence. H& added greatly to bis 
wealth by the South Sea scheme, which he had prudence enough 
to secure in time, and purchased an estate at East Sheen with part 
of his gains. In principles he was a Jacobite ; and m his traveJg 
to Italy, whither he went for the recovery of his health, was in- 
troduced to the Pretender, '^hich exposed him to some dangers on 
his return to England ; fer immediately on his arrival he was taken 
into custody by a king's messenger ; but was released without pul 
nishment. He was elected alderman of Castle Baynard ward 
1722; sheriff 1730; and in 173tJ-G lord mayor of London. Dur- 
ing his mayoralty it happened that the scheme of a general excise 
was brought forward ; by his active opposition to which, he ac- 
quired, ^r a time, a considerable degree of popularity, though 
it is. accused of procuring clandestinely icom Mr. Bosworth, the 
city chamberlain, the documents which enabled him to make so 
conspicuous a figure on that occasion. Among the alderman's 
public actions, it should be mentioned, that he put up a monu- 
ment to Butler, in Westminster Abbey. By his will, dated 
Dec. 29, '1740, he desired that his 'body might be buried at 
Mortlake, as near as possible to the ground which he bad given 
to enlarge the church yard. He bequeathed 3001. to lord Boling* 
broke, 2001. to Dean Swift, and 1001. to Mr. Pope ; and, dying a 
few days afterward, was buried pursuant to his request. See hi« 
epitaph im Lysons' Environs of London vol. I. p. 374., N. 
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dertook ; but have determined to go through with it ; 
and, after this, I believe I shali never have cotfrage 
enough to think any more in this waj. Last 
post I had a letter from Mr. Vope, who inlbrms me 
he haft heard from you ; and that he is preparing 
some scattered things of youn and his for the press. 
I believe I shall not see him till the winter ; for, bj 
riding and walkmg, I am endearduring to lay in a 
stock of health, to squander in the town. You see, 
in this respect, my scheme is very like the country 
gentlemen in regard to their revenues. As to my 
eating and drinking, I live as when you knew me ; 
so that in tliat point^e shall agree very well in living 
together ; and the duchess will answer for me, that 
I am cured of inattention ; for I never tbrget any 

thing she says to me "^ For he never hears what I 

lay, so cannot forret. If I served him the same way, I 
should not care afartbing ever to be better acquainted 
with my Tunbridge acquaintance, whom, by atten- 
tion to him, I have learned to set my heart apon. I 
began to give ov^ all hopes, and from thence began 
my neglect. I think this a very philosophical reason, 
though there might be another given. When fine la- 
dies are in London, it is very genteel and allowable 
to forget their best friends ; which, if I thought mo- 
destly of myself, must needs be you,* because you 
know little of me. Till you do more* pray do not 
persuade Mr. Gay, that he is discreet enough to live 
alone ; for I do assure you he is not^ nor I. either. 
We are of great use to one another ; for we never 
flatter or contradict, but when it is absolutely neces- 
sary, and then we do it to some purpose; particulariy 
the first agrees jnighiily with our constitutions. If 
ever we quarrel, it will be about a piece of bread and 
butter*; for some body is never iiick, except he eat^ 
too much of it. . lie will not quarrel with you for a 



* Tho duchesi hete ukei u^ th^ ^'^(^Ite^^'^' ^* 
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gla&s or SO ; for by that means he hopes to gulp down 
some of that forty niiliions of schemes that hindered 
him from being good company. 1 would fain see you 
l)ere, there is so lair a chance that one of >U8 must be 
pleased; perhaps both, yoawithan odd acquaintance, 
and I with a new one : it is so well worth tsdiing a 
journey for/ that if the mountain' will not come to 
Mahoinet, Mahomet must go to the mountain. But 
before either of our journeys are settled, I desire you 
would resolve me one question — whether a man, who 
thinks himself well where lie is, should look out f(?r 
his house and servants before it is convenient, before 
he grows oldi or before a person, with whonihe lives, 
pulls him hj the sleeve in private (according to oathj 
and tells hmi, ihey have enough of his company f 
He will not let me write one word more, but that I 
have a very great regard for you, 5fc, 

The duke is very much yours, and will never leave 

you to yt)ur wine *. Many thanks for your drum ^ 

I wish to receive your congratulations for the other 
boy, you may believe^ 



FROM MRS. CiESAR.t 

Jug, 6, 1732. 

Jr ERMIT me to congratulate you upon the return 
of Mrs. Barber, with thanks for pleasures enjoyed 
in her company ; for had she not come recommended 
by the Dean of St. Patrick's, likely I had passed her 
by unheeded, being apt to, follow a good author, in 

* When the Dean was with Mr. Pope at Twickenham, he used 
tp desert- them soo^i after supper, with, " W«li, gentlen^ent I 
ie.ive you to your wine." N., 

•j- Wife to the treasurer of the navy during lord Oxford's admi* 
nistration, in the reign of queen Anne. H. ^ " * 

YOI..XVI.I. T .--Google • 
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shuiminff those of m^^ own coat. But hdki ; I ma^ 
look if it runs not from corner to corner^ which t 
more fear than length. For Pope says» Though some- 
times he finds too many letters in my words, never too 
many words in my letters. So with Mr. Caesar^s, and 
my best wishes/ thou worthy, witty, honest Dean, 
adiea. M. ADELMAR CiESAR. 



FROM LADY WORSLEY*. 

SIR, ^ttg.6, 1732. 

I FLATTER myself, that if you had received my 
last letter> you would have favoured me with an an- 
swer ; therefore I take it for granted it is lost. 

I was so proud of your commands, and so fearful 
of being supplanted Dy my daughter, that I went to 
work immediately, that her box might not keep her 
in your remembrance, while there was nothing to put 

ou in mind of an old friend, and humble servant. 

ut Mrs. Barber's long stay here (who promised me 
to convey it to you) has made me appear very negli- 
gent. I doubt not but you think me unworthy of the 
share (you once told me) I had in your heart. I ^m 
yet vain enough to think I deserve it better than all 
those flirting girls you coquet with. I will not yield 
(even) to dirty Patty, whom I was the most jealous 
of when you was last here. What if I am a great 
grandmother, I can still distinguish your merit from 
all the rest of the world ; but it is not consistent with 
your good breeding to put one in mind of it; there^ 
fore I am determined not to use my interest with sir 



I' 
B\ 



* Endorsed* '♦ UdyWorsley, witli a pmetit of a writingr-box 
japanned by herself." This lady was Frances, wife of sir Ro- 
bert Worsley, bart. and mother of lady Carteret, wife pf Joha 
lord Carteret, afterwards earl GranviUe. K. 
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Robert for a living in the Isle of Wight, though no* 
thing else could reconcile me to the place. But if I 
could make you archbishop of Canterbury, I should 
forget my resentments, for the sake of the flock, who 
very much want a carefijl shepherd. Are we to have 
the honour of seeing you, or not ? I have fresh hopes 
given me ; but 1 dare not please myself too much with 
them, lest I should be ftgain disappointed. If I hs^d 
it as much in my power, as my mcUnation, to serve 
Mrs. Barber, she should not be kept thus long at^ 
tending ; but I hope her next voyage may prove mor« 
successfiil. She is just come in, and teUs me you 
have sprained your foot, which will prevent your 
journey till the next summer ; but assure yourself the 
Bath is th^ only infallible cure for such an accident. 
If you have any regard remaining for me, you wiU 
show it by taking my advice ; if not, I will endea*- 
vour to forget you, if I can. But, till that doubt is 
cleared, I am as much as ever, the Dean's obedient 
humble servant, 

F, WORSLjEY. 



TO ALDERMAN ^ARBER. 

Duhlin, August 10, 1732, 

MR. ALP^RMANf 

I AM very angry with my friend doctor Delany^ 
^ not a]>plying to you sooner, as I desired him, m 
favour of Mr. Matthew Pilkington, a young clergy- 
man here, wh6 has a great ammtio;i to have the ho** 
nour of being your chaplain in your mgtyoralty. X 
waited for the doctor's answer before I could write tdi 
you, and it came but last night. He tells me you 
have been so very kind as to give 'him a promise 
Upon my request, I will therefore tell my story. 
This gentleman was brought to me by tl\e doctor 

' ■ ^ ■ ' Y 2 ^ , o 
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aboat four years ago, and I fouud him so modest a 
young man, so good a scholar and preacher, and of 
so hopelul a genios, and grew still* better upon my 
hands the more 1 knew him, that I have been seek- 
ing all opportunities to do him some real service ; 
from no other motive in the world, but the esteem I 
had of hit worth. And I hope you. know me long 
enough to believe me capable of acting as I ought 
to do in such a case, however contrary- it may be to 
the present practice of tlie world. He has a great 
longing to see England, and appear in the presence 
of Mr. Pope, Mr. Gay, doctor Arbuthnot, and some 
other of my friends,, wherein I will assist him with 
my recommendations. He is no relation or depend* 
ant of mine. I am not putting you upon a job, but 
to encourage a young man of merit upon his own 
account as well as mine. He will be no burden 
upon you, for he has some fortune of his own, 
and will have a much better from his fattfer ; and 
has also a convenient establishment in a church in 
this city. 

Mr. Pilkington will be ready to attend you upon 
your command, and I wish he may go as soon as 
possible, that he may have a few weeks to prepare 
him for his business, by seeing the Tower, the Monu- 
ment, and Westminster Abbey, and haver done star- 
ing in the streets. 

I am so entirely out of the world, that I cannot 
promise a hope ever to requiCe your favour, other- 
wise than with hearty thanks for conferring this ob- 
ligation upon me. And I shall ever. remain, with 
true esteem, your most obedjent, and obliged hum- 
ble .servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT, 
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TO MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 
QUEENSBERRY. 

Dublin, Aug, \Q, 1732. 

I KNOW not what to say to the account of your 
stewardship, and it is monstrous to me that the * 
South Sea"^ should pay half their debts at one clap. 
But I will send for the money when you put me into 
the way, for I shall want it here, my affairs being in 
a bad condition by the miseries of the kingdom, and 
my own private fortune being wliolly embroiled, and 
worse than ever ; so that I shall soon petition the 
duchess, as an object of charity, to lend me three or 
four thousand pounds to keep up my dignity. My 
one hundred pound will buy "tae six hogsheads of 
wine, which will support me a year ; proviscB frugis 
in mtmM copia, Horace desired no more ; for I will 
construe yrtt^w to be wine. You are young enough 
to get some lucky hint which must come by chance, 
and it shall be a thing of importance, quod et hune in 
amtum vivat et inplura, and you shall fiot finish it in 
faa^te, and it shall be diverting, and usefully satirical, 
and the duchess shall be your critic ; and between 
you and me, I do not find she will grow weary of 

* Gay, as well as his friend Pope, ventured some money in the 
famous South Sea scheme. And there was a print by Hogarth, 
representing Pope putting one of his h^nds into the pocket of a 
large fat personage, who wore a hornbook at his girdle, designed 
for the figure of Gay ;. and the hornbook had reference to his Fables, 
written for the young dulce of Cumberland. To such subjecu, it 
is lo be wished, that Hogfirth had always confined the powers of 
bis pencil. << His Sigismunda," says Mjf, Walpole, " is a maud 
jin strumpet, just turned out of keeping, and with eyes red with 
rage and usquebaugh, tearing uflf ihe ornaments her lover had 
given her. And as to his scene from Milton, Hell and Death 
have lost their terrors; and Sip is <Uvested of 9II powers of 
t«Hi|)taiio»." Dr. Warton. edbyGoogle 
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yoii till this time seven years. I had lately an offer to 
change for an English livings which is just too short 
by 300L a year, and that must be made up out of the 
duchess's pinmoney before I can consent. I want 
to be minister of Amesbury, Dawley, Twickenham, 
Riskins, and prebendary of Westminster, else 1 will 
not stir, a step, but content myself with making the 
duchess miserable three months next summer. But 
I keep ill -company : I mean the duchess and you» 
who are both out of favour ; and so 1 find am I, by 
a few verses wherein Pope and you have your parts. 
You hear Dr. Delany has got a wife with 16001. a 
year; I, who am his governor, cannot take one un- 
der two thousand; I wish you would inquire of 
such a one in your neighbourhood. See what it is 
to write, godly books ! I profess I envy you above 
all men in England ;*you want nothing but thrte 
thousand pounds more to keep you in plenty when . 
your friends grow weary of yoo. To prevent which 
last evil at Amesbury, you must learn to domineer and 
be peevish, to find fault with their victuals and drink, 
to chide and direct the servants witli some other les- 
sons, which I shall teach you, and always practised 
myself with success. I believe I formerly desired to 
know whether the vicar of Amesbury can play at 
backgammon ? pray ask him the question^ aud give 
him my service. 

MADAM, 

I was the most unwary creature in the world*, 
when, against my old maxims, I writ first to you 

♦ One of the last, and most elegant compliments which this 
lingular lady, after having been celebrated by so many former 
wits and poets, received, was from the amiable Mr. William 
Whitehead, in the third volume of his works, p. 65 ; which com- 
pliment turns on the peculiar circumstance of her grace's having 
Tiever changed her dress according to' the fashion, but retained 
that which had bf en in vogue when she was a young beauty. 

DgtzedbyGc Dr.WARTOW. 
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upon your return to Tunbridge. I beg that this 
condescension of mine may go no farther, and that 
you will not pretend fo make a precedent of it. I 
never kne\nr any man cured of any inattention, al- 
though the pretended causes were removed. When 
I was with Mr. Gay last in London, talking with; 
him on some poetical subjects, he would answer, 
" Well, I am determined not to accept the employ- 
*' ment of gentleman usher:'' and of the same dis- 
position were all my poetical friends, and if you can- 
not ^^ure him, I utterly despair.-* As to yourself, I 
will say to you (though comparisons be odious) what 
I said to the queen, that your quality siiould be ne- 
ver any^ motive of estpem to me : my compliment 
was then lost, but it will not be so to you. For I 
know you more by any one of your letters, than I 
could by six months conversing. Your pen is always 
more natural and sincere and unaffected than your 
tongue ; in writing you are too lazy to give yourself 
the trouble of acting a part, and have indeed acted 
so indiscreetly that I have you ^t mercy ; and al- 
though you should arrive to such a height of immo- 
rality as to deny your hand, yet, whenever I pro- 
duce it, the world will unite in swearing this must 
come from you only. 

I will answer your question* Mr. Gay is not dis* 
creet enough to live alone, but he is too discreet to 
live alone ; and yet (unless you me^d him) he will 
live alone even in your grace's company. Your 
quarrelling with each other upon die subject of bread 
and butter, is the most usual thin^ in the world ; 
parliaments; courts, cities, and kingdoms quarrel for 
no other cause ; from hence, and from hence * only 
arise all the quarrels between whig and tory ; be- 
tween those who are in the ministry, and those who 
are out ; between all pretenders to employment in the 
church, the law, and tho army : even the common 
proverb teaches you this, when we say. It is none of 
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my bread and butter, meaning it is no business of 
mine. Therefore I despair of any reconcilement be* 
tween you till the affair of bread and butter be ad- 
justed, wherein I would gladly be a mediator. If 
Af ahomet should come to the mountain, bow happy 
vould an excellent lady be, who lives a few miles 
from this town ? i\s I was telling of Mr. Gay's way 
of living at Amesbury, she offered fifty guineas to 
have you both at her house for one hour over a bottle 
of Burgundy, which we were then drinking. To 
your question, I answer that your grace should puU 
me by the sleeve till you tore it o3^ and when you 
said you were weary of me, I would pretend ly> be 
deaO and think (according to another proverb) that 
you tore my clothes to keep me from going. I never 
will believe one word you say of my lord duke, unless 
I see three or four lines in his own hand at the bot- 
tom of yours. 1 have a concern in the whole family, 
and Mr. Gay must give me a particular account of 
every branch, for I am not ashamed of you though 
you be duke and duchess, though I have been of 
ethers who are, etc., and I do not doubt but even 
your own servants love you, even down to your pos« 
unions ; and when I come to Amesbury, before I 
see your grace, I will have an hour's conversation 
with the vicar, who will tell me how familiarly you 
talk to goody Dobson and all the neighbours, as if 
you were their equal, and that yon were godmother 
to her son Jacky. 

I am, and shall be -ever, with the greatest respect. 

Your grace's most obedient, &c« 
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MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOYER. 

SIR, , Dublin, Jug. 17, 1732. 

I RECEIVED your last letter, with the note to Mr. 
North.' I am extremely obliged to you for the far 
vour of such a present, and shall he glad to have an 
opportunity to express my gratitude to you. 

I would send with this letter two or three of those 
papers which I design for your volume,^ but the 
Dean is reading them over, to try if there be any al- 
teration requisite in any of them. I showed him 
your note to Mr. North ; and I believe he was at 
least as much pleased as the person who was to re- 
ceive it. We have thoughts of preparing a preface 
to your edition, in the name of the editor. Let me 
know whether I shall send the pamphlets by post, 
and whether you have the Journal of a Dublin Lady, 
the Ballad on the English Dean, and Rochford's 
Journal, because you shall have the copies sent to 
you, and the property effectually secured. I men- 
tioned your request to the Dean ; ^nd I shall get you 
theright of printing the proposal for Eating Children. 
I mentioned the alteration of the titles; and he thmks 
it will be most proper to give them both the Irish 
and English titles ; for instance, the Soldier and the 
Scholar, or Haniilton's Bawn, &c. I have some 
hope of being able to send all these in about a week 
or fortnight's time ; and shall venture to send them 
by post, though it will be expensive. The Dean 
says, he thinks the assignment* as full as it is pos- 
sible for him to write ; but that he will comply with 
any alterations we think proper. I shall expect to 
fiear from you as soon as possible ; because I have 

*See this assignment in vol. I. p. ^^.eJ^Coogle 
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some schemes to transact, which probably I shall ac- 
quaint you with in my next letter. 
I am^ sir. 
Your roost obliged servant, 
MATT. PILKINGTON. 



FROM THE EARL OF PETERBOROUGH 
TO MR. POPE. 

1732. 

I AM under the greatest impatience to see Dr. 
Swift at Bevis-Mount, and must signify my mind to 
, him by another hand ; it not being permitted me to 
bold correspondence with the said Dean> for no letter 
of mine can come to his hands. 

And whereas it is apparent, in this protestant land, 
most especially under the care of Divme Providence, 
that nothing can succeed or come to a happy issue 
without bribery ; therefore let me know what he ex- 
pects, to comply with my desires, and it shall be re- 
mitted unto him. 

For, though^ I would not corrupt any man for the 
whole world, yet a benevolence may be given with- 
out any offence to conscience : every one must con* 
fess that gratification and corruption are two distinct 
terms ; nay at worst many good men hold^ that, for 
a good end, some very naughty measures may be 
made use of. 

But, sir, I must give you some good news in re- 
lation to myself, becaiise I know you wish me well ; 
I am cured of some diseases in my old age, which 
tormented me very much in my youth. 

I was possessed with violent and uneasy passions, 
such as a peevish concern for truths Mid a saucy lov^ 
'for my country. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 
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When a Christian priest preached against the spi- 
rit of the Gospel, when an English judge determined 
against Magna Charta, when the minister acted 
against common sense, I used to fret. 

Now, sir, let what will happen, I keep myself in 
temper. As I have no flattering hopes, so I banish 
ail useless fears : but as to the things of this world, 
I find i^jrself in a condition bejond expectation ; it 
being evident, from a late parliamentary inquiry, 
that I have as much ready money, as much in the 
funds, and as great a personal estate, as sir Rob«t 
Sutton*. 

If the translator of Homer find fiuilt with this un« 
heroic disposition, or (what I more fear) if the drapier 
of Ireland accuse the Englishman of want of spirit; I 
silence you both with one line out of your own Ho^ 
race, Quid te excmptajuvat sfirdi e pluribus una? 
for I tisdce the whole to be so corrupted, that a cure 
in any part would but little avail. 

Yours, <rc. 



FROM ALDERMAN BARBER. 

SIR, London, Aug. 24, 1732, 

I WISH Dr. Delany bad complied with your re- 
quest sooner, in acquainting me with your intentions 
in fevour of Mr. Pilkington. I could have been 
glad also, that he had acquainted you,- as I desired 
him, with the particulars how I stood ciircumstantiateJ 
in relation to the chaplain 5' for I flatter myself that 
your usual good nature would have induced you to 

* He was expelled the house of commons for being concerned 
in the charitable corporation, which lent money to poor people on 
pledges. "See very ample accounts of the whole tratisaction m the 
periodical publications of VIQ% sod 1733. N, 
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comply with my request, in writing a letter to me^ in 
an authoritative way, in your recommendation of Mr. 
PUkington; .which would have given me a good ex- 
cuse for my refusing a gentleman, whom my deputy 
and common counciimen had recommended to me 
above six months ago. 

. Another accident . happened in this affair, by the 
doctor's not receiving a letter I sent him, which, by 
mistake^ came not to his hands (though at home) 
until many hours after my roan had left it at his 
lodgings; which letter had be .seen in time, would 
have prevented some little difficulties I lie uDder m 
this affair, and which Inmstgeiovet as well as I 
can. For, sir, when I reflect on the many obliga- 
tions I have to joii, which I shall ever acknowledge, 
I am glad of any occasion to show my gratitude ; and 
do hereby, at your request, make Mr. Pilkington 
my chaplain> when mayor. I wish it may answer 
his expectations ; for the profits are not above one 
hundred and twenty pounds, if so much, as I am 
told. He constantly dines with the mayor ; but I 
am afraid cannot lie in the hall, the rooms being all 
of state. For your sake I will show him all the civi- 
lities leap. You jv ill recommend him to Jo. (Dr. 
I mean) Trapp. The mayor's day is the 30th of Oc- 
tober ; 80 that be may take his own time. 

It would add Very much to my felicity, if your 
health vvould permit you to come over in the spring, 
and see a pageant or your ov^n making. Had you 
been here now, I am persuaded you would have put 
me to an additional expense, by having a raree show 
(or pageant) as oCold, on the lord mayor's day. Mr. 
Pope and I vver6 thinking to have a large machine 
carried through the city, with sC printing press, au- 
thor, publishers, hawkers, devils, etc., and a sati- 
rical poem printed arid thrown from the press to the 
mob, in public view, but not to give offence ; but 
Jfour absence spoils that design. p t 
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Vrzy God preserve you long, verv longt for the 
good of your country, and the joy ana satisfaction of 
your friends ; among whom I take the liberty, to sub* 
scribe myself, with great sincerity, sir. 

Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

J. BARBER. 



MR. PILKINGTON TO MR. BOWYER. 

SIR, Augu9t2%,\l%2. 

1 HAVE sent you some of the pamphlets I promls 
ed^ in as large a parcel as I could venture. The 
Dean has, with his own hand, made some alterations 
in some of them. I will by next post, or next but 
one, send you another pamphlet at least, and a new 
assignment from the Dean. He received a letter 
from Mr. Pope aird Mr. Motte; but neither have 
been of the least disadvantage to my request. . lean- 
not say but I am proud of his friendshfp to me. 

I desire that you will insist upon your right by the 
assignment Ifonnerly sent; and let Mr. Motte shovr 
you any thing under the Dean's l^and which will in* 
validate it ! Our affair is a point where the Dean^'s 
honour is concerned ; and that very consideration 
may convince you that your interests will be secured. 
You shall hear from me more particularly in a post 
or two. 

I send you a catalogue of some of those pieces 
.which you are entitled to print; and if you would 
addany of the Intelligencers, I can inform you which 
are the Dean's, and which not. 

A catalogue of pieces which you (ire empowered 
to print, by the Dean's assignpient: The.Barradc 
An Ode to Ireland, .ftom Horawie. A iibel on.X)r« 
VOL. xvm. . X o * 
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Delan^ and Lord Carteret. To Dr. Delany, on 
the Libels against him. O'Roark. The Dressing 
Room. The Defence of it. The Journal at Roch- 
ford's. The Thorn. City Ories. Project, Bishops* 
Lands. On Bishops' Leases. Arguments against 
repealing the Test Act. Considerations on the Bi- 
shops' Bills. Vindication of Lord Carteret. Pro- 
posal for Eating Children. Poem on the English 
Dean. Journal of a Dublin Lady. 

MATT. PILKINGTON. 



FROM MR. GAY AND THE DUCHESS OF 

QUEENSBERRY. 

D&AR siR^ ' Amesbufy, Aug, 28,1732. 

JVLR. Hoare has a hundred and odd pounds of 
yours in his hands, which you may have whenever 
you please to draw upon me foL it. I know I am 
more indebted to you (I mean, beside the South Sea 
bond of a hundred, that still subsists) ; but I cannot 
tell you exactly how your account stands till I go 
to town. I have money of my own too in Mr. 
Hoare's hands, which I Know not at present how to 
dispose of. I believe I shall leave it without interest 
till I go to town, and shall then be at the same loss 
how to disposed of it as now. I have ah intention to 
get more money next winter ;• but am prepared for 
disappointments, which I think it is very likely I shaH 
meet with ; yet as you think it convenient and ne- 
cessary that I should have more than I have, yoii 
see I resolve to do what I. can to oblige you. If my 
designs should not take effect, I desire you will be 
as easy under it as I shall be ; for I find you so so- 
licitous about me, that you cannot bear my disap- 
•4>ointmenls as wellas; I can. If I do not write intel- 
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h'gibly to you, it is because I would not have the 
clerks of the postoffice know every thing I am 
doing. If you would come here this summer, ^ou 
might with rae, have helped to have drank up the 
duke's wine, and sav<ed your money. I am growing so 
saving of late, that I very often reproach myself with 
being covetous ; and I am very often afraid that 1 shall 
have the trouble of having money, and never have 
the pleasure of making use of it. I wish you could' 
live among us ; but not unless it could be to your 
ease stnd satisfaction. You insist upon your being ^ 
minister of Amesbury, Dawley, Twickenham, Risk- 
ings, and prebendary of Westminster. For your 
being minister in those places, I cannot promise 
you; but I know you might have a good, living 
m every one of thert. Gambadoes I have rid ^ftr* 
and I think them a very fine ^nd useful invention ;Ai 
but I have not made use of them since I left Devon*-' 
shire. I ride and walk every day ' to such excess, 
that I am afraid I shall take a surfeit of it. I am 
sure, if I am not better in health after it, it is not 
worth the pains. I say this, though I have this sea- 
son shot nineteen brace of partridges. I have very 
little acquaintance with our vicar ; he does not live . 
among us, but resides in another parish. And I 
have not played at bftckgammon with any body 
since I came to Amesbury, but lady Harold, ana 
lady Bateman. As Dr. Delany* has taken away a 
fortune from us, I expect to be recommended in Ire- 
land. If authors of godly books are entitled to such 
fortunes, I desire you would recommend me as a 

* Dr. Detany married first Mrs^ Tennison, and afterwards. Mrs. 
Pendarves ; but not till a few years after the date of this letter. 
We have a letter with that lady's signature, September 2, 1736. 
Mr. Faulkner says, in 1735, *'she was married some years after ;' 
' and she was a lady of the finest accomplishments and mQSt uni* 
* versal gcni«s.' N. 
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moral one ; I mean^ hi Ireland^ for that recouunen- 
datioB would not do in England. 

THE DUCHESS BEGINS. 

The duchess will not lend you two or three thou- 
sand pounds to.keep up your dignity, for reasons to 
Strada dal Poe ; but she had much rather give you 
that, or ten thousand pounds more, than lay it out in 
a fine petticoat to make herself respected. 

I believe, for all you give Mr. Gay much advice, 
that you are a very indiscreet person yourself^ or else 
you would come here to tscke care of your own af- 
£urs; and not be so indiscreet as to send for your 
money over to a place where there is none. Mr. 
Gay IS a very.rich man ; for I really think he does 
not wish to be richer ; but he will, for he is doing 
what you bid him *, thoug4i, if it may not be al- 
lowed, he will acquire greater honour^ -and less 
trouble. His covetousness, at present, is for heiakh, 
which he takes so touch pains for, that he does not 
allow himself time to enjoy it. Neither does he 
allow himself time to be either absent or present. 
When he begaji to be a sportsman, he had like to 
have killed 9, dog ; and now every day I expect be 
will kill himself, and then th^ bread and butter affair 
can never be brought before you. It is really an 
affair of too sreat consequei^ce to be trusted in a 
letter j therefore pray come on purpose to decide it. 
If you doj you will not hear how familiar 1 am with 
Goody PoDson; for. I have seen Goody Dobson 
play at that with so ill a grace, that I was determined 
never to risk any thing so unbecoming. I am iiot 
beloved, neither do I love any creature, except a 
v6ry few, and those not for having any sort of 
nierit, but only because it is my humour; in this 
rank, Mr. Gay stands first, and yourself next, if 
you like to be respected upon these conditions. 
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Now do you know me ? He stands over me, and 
scolds me for spelling ill ; and is very peevish (and 
sleepy) that I do not give him up the pen ; for he 
has yawned for it a thousand times. We both once 
heard a lady' (who at that time we both thought 
well of) wish that she had the best living in England 
to give ypu. It was not I; but I do wish it with alL 
my heart, if Mr. Gay does not hang out false lights 
for his friend. 

MR. GAY GOES ON HERE. 

I had forgot to tell you, that I very lately received 
a letter from Twickenham, in which was this para- 
graph : ' Motte, and another idle fellow, I find, 

* have been writing to the Dean, to get him to give 
' them some copyright, which surely he will be 
' not so indiscreet as to do, when he knows my de- 
' sign, and has done these two months and more. 

' Surely I should be a properer person to trust the ■ 
' distribution of his works with, than a common 
' bookseller. Here will be nothing but the ludi- 
' crous and little things ; none of the political, or 
' any things of consequence, which are wholly at 
' his own disposal. But, at any rate, it would be 
' silly in him to give a copyright to any, which can 

* only put the manner of publishing theni hereafter 
' out of his own and his friends power^ into that of 
' mercenaries.' 

I really think this is a very useful precaution, con- 
sidering how you have been treated by these sort of 
fellows. 

The duke is fast asleep^ or he would add a line. 
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iFROM SIR tVltUAM FOWNES. 

DEAR STR, lslandBridge,Sept. 9,M32. 

It hflft hetn thfe observation of travellers (ais I have 
been frequently told) that in all the countries they 
lftlv*S seeui they liever hiet with fewer public "cha- 
ritable foundations tlian in this kingdom. 

Private charities, no doubt, wiU have their re- 
ward; but public are great incitements : and good 
examples often draw others on> tlioagh grudgingly ; 
and so a good work be done^ no matter who are die 
workmen. 

When I was lord mayor, I saw some miserable lu- 
natics exposed, to the nazard of others, as well as 
themselves. I had six strong cells made at the 
workhouse for the most outrageous, which were 
soon filled ; and by degrees, in a short time, those 
few drew upon us the solicitations of niany^ till by 
the time the old corporation ceased, we had, in that 
house, forty and upward. The door being opened, 
interest soon made way to let in the foolish, and such 
]»e, as mad folks. These grew a needless charge 
ifpon us> and had that course gone on, by this time, 
the house had been filled with such. The new cor- 
poration got rid of most of these by death, or the 
care of friend^> and qame to a resolution not to ad- 
mit any such for the future ; and the first denial was 
to a reauest of the earl of Kild^re, which put a full 
stop to fiirther ajpplications. As I t$ike it, there are 
at this time a number of objects which require assist- 
ance; and probibly many may be restored, if pn>^ 
per care could be taken of tliem. There is no pub- 
lic place for their reception, nor private undertakers, 
as about London. Friends and relations here would 
pay the charge of their support and attendance, if 
there were a place for securing such lunatics. 
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I own to you, I waft for some time averse to our 
Imving a public Bedlam, apprehending wc should 
be overloaded with numbers under the name of 
mad. Nay, I was apprehensive our case would 
soon be tike that in £ngland ; wives and husbands trj- 
ing who could first get the other to Bedlam. Manv, 
who were next heirs to estates, would try their skill 
to render the possessor disordered, and get them 
confined, and soon run them into real madness. 
Such like consequences I dreaded, and therefore 
have been silent on the subject till of late. Now I 
am convinced that regard should be had to those un- 
der such dismal circumstances ; and I have heard 
the primate and others express their concern for 
them ; and no doubt but very sufficient subscrip- 
tions may beliad to set this needful work on foot. 
I should think it would be a pleasure to any oxie, 
that has any intention this way, to see something 
.done in their lif^^time, rather than leave it to the 
conduct of posterity. I would not consent to the 
proceeding on such a work in the manner I have 
seen our poor-house, and Dr. Steven's hospital, viz. 
to have so expensive a foundation laid, that the ex- 
pense of the building should require such a sum, 
and so long a time to finish, as will take up half an 
age. 

My scheme for such an undertaking should be 
much to this effect : 

First, I would have a spot pf ground 5xed on, 
that should be in a good open air, free from the 
netghbourhood of houses; for the cries and ex- 
clamations of the outrageous would reach a great 
way, and ought not to disturb neighbours: which 
was what you did noJL think of^ when you mentioned 
a spot in a close place, almost in the he^^rt of the city. 
There are many places, in the outskirts of the city, 
I tran Wtifte, "Vtry proper. 

Next to the fixing 6f a proper spot, I w)uId.T when 
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ibat is securedy (which should be a good space) have 
it well enclosed with a high walT^ the cost of all 
which must be known. Then I would have the 
cells at the Royal Hospital Infirmary^ lately made 
for mad people, be examined, how convenient, and 
in all pomts they are adapted to the purpose, with 
the cost of^these cells, which I take to be six or 
eight. Then I would proceed to the very needful 
house for the master and the proper servants. Then 
another buildine, to which there should be a piazza 
for a stone gallery, for walking dry ; and out of 
that several lodging cells ibr such as are not out- 
rageous, but melancholy, &c. This may be of 
such a size that it may be enlarged in length, or by 
a return ; and overhead the same sort of a gallery, 
with little rooms or cells, opening the doors into lh« 
gallery ; for, by intervals, tlie objects affected may 
be permitted to walk at times in the galleries. 
This is according to the custom of London. An- 
nexed to the master's house must be the kitchen and 
oftices. ' . . 

This proceeding may be so contrived, as to be 
enlarged from time to time, as there shall be a fund 
and occasion to require additions. There is no ne- 
cessity for any plans or architects ; but any ordinary 
capacities may contrive those enlargements. Per- 
haps there may appear some well disposed persons 
who , will say, they will make this enlsursement, and 
so others , and, by such helps, they may be sufficient- 
ly done to answer all purposes. 

It comes just now into my head, that there is a 
very proper spot*, which I think the chapter of St. 
Patridc let to one Lee, a bricklayer, or builder. It 
lies back of Aungier street east, comes out of York 

* The ground here mentioned by Sir William Fownes, does not 
belong to the dean and chapter of St. Patrick, but tu tbe corpora- 
tion of vicars choral in that cathedral. F. 
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.s4:reet, down a place called the Danehil]^ runs down 
to the end oi King street^ facinf William street ; at 
the nortli end of which some atm^ hoases are built 
by Dowling aind others. Also there stands, to the 
front of the street, a large stone building, called an 
alms house, .made by Mrs. <Mercer ; though by the 
by, I hear she is weary of her project, and doc« 
little in supplying that house, of endowing it. Per- 
haps the ground may be easily come sK from Lee's 
heirs ; and, by your application, I know not but 
Mrs, Mercer may give her house up to promote sa 
good a work. This will go a good way, and being 
followed by subscriptions, a great and speedy pro* 
flFess may be made, in which I will readily join my 
interest and labour. If that spot &il, We wi4i pitch 
upon another. Whatsoever may be your future in- 
tentions do not deny me the consideration of the 
good your appearance and help may now do. I 
would not make a step in this affair, if it shall not be 
agreed, that all matters, which require the consent 
by votes, shall be* determined by the method of a 
l»lloting box, that no great folks, or their speeches, 
should carry what they please, by their method of scor- 
ing upon paper, and seeing who marks, &c. too 
much practised. 

If there be nothing in this paper worth your at- 
tention, you know how to dispose of it. You hav#»"- 
the thoughts of your assured humble servant. 

W. FOWNES. 

THE PROPOSAL. 

t. That an hospital, called Bedlam, be built in the 
city of Dublin, or liberties, for tlie reception of lu- 
natics from any parts of the kingdom. 

II. In order to promote so good a work, subscrip- 
tions to be taken in Dublin^ and in every city and 
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town in the kingdom ; and that the chief magistrate 
of each place be desired to recommend the subscrip- 
tion-paper sent to him for that purpose. 

III. That when public notice is given in print, 
that ground is secured for building the hospital of 
Bedlam/ the subscription be collected, and sent to 
Dublin, and paid into the hands of (Query, Mr. 
Thorn, steward to the Blue-coat hospital, a very 
proper person ?) 

IV. That, upon notice given by Mr. Thorn, that 
he has received 2001.. a nieeting shall be held of all 
subscribers who happen to be in Dublin, at a proper 
time and place. 

V. Sucn persons as subscribe 51. or upwards, to 
have a vote at such meeting. 

VI. That Mr. Thorn, giving security, be continu- 
ed to receive and pay out t/ie money subsciibed for 
one year, and be allowed only six-pence per pound, 
ibr receiving and paying, 

VII. That the money first laid out shall be for the 
building of six or eight strong cells, for outrageous 
lunatics to be confined in, and after the form of those 
made at the infirmary of the Royal Hospital. 

VIII. Tiiat the college of physicians be desired to 
contribute to this good work, by appoiitting two or 
three of their body to be present at the first meeting, 
^d to give .their opinion as to the conveniency of 
the cells, what boilers are proper to be set up in a 
kitchen, and what food is proper to be provided for 
such lunatics. 

IX. That near the cells be made a kitchen, small 
at first, and in such manner as capable to be enlarg- 
ed. That over this kitchen be a middle room, and 
over it a garret, to lodge the cook-maid, and one 
other maid. 

X. That adjoining the kitchen may be made one 
room, of 18 feet by 18, which may serve for Mr, 
Thorn to attend in, and where the doctor*, or any 
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subscribers, may meet on occasion. And over thi^ 
room another, to serve for a stoce-room; and a gar- 
ret to lodge a porter or two, that must attend the 
lunatics. 

XI. That these buildings be made plain and 
strong, with as little cost as can be. 

XII. That the charge of thesp be computed sepa- 
rate, and of the inside necessaries ; so that the work 
may go on as fast as the subscription-fund can be 
got in. 

XIII. That the subscribers, at the first meeting, 
do elect seven of their number, such as are knowing 
in carrying on of the work, and willing to attend at 
needful times. That any three or more, at any meet- 
ing at the hospital, may give directions for proceed- 
ing on the buildings agreed upon to be made at the 
first meeting of the subscribers ; at which first meet- 
ing a second meeting may be agreed upon, and so 
from time to time. 

The walling-in of the piece of ground intended 
for this use may go on as the fund will bear, without 
obstructing the first.useful buildings. And whereas 
there are lunatics of several kinds, as the melan- 
choly,&c. and some that are unruly by fits, a build- 
ing must be designed for this sort; the floors not 
lofty, but made sufficiently airy, twenty feet wide, 
wheaeoften for a gallery, and ten for lodges; each 
lodge eight or ten feet broad. 

As there is a fund *** * 

DEAR SIR, 

Herewith you have my thoughts of the affair you 
mentioned to me. I wish I could prevail on you to 
patronize it, and lay down your own scheme* I am 
most confident it cannot fail going on briskly.- You 
have friends and interest enough to set it a-going, 
although there may be some grandees would rathc^ 
othejr hands had the conduct of. it^ yet the work 
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speaks so much for itself^ they roast be a^amed rnOt 
to contribute, much merer to obstruct it. 

In the papet* called The Proposal^ I liave consider- 
ed the privatest and least expensive way of going to 
Work, avoided public forms, arid^^gr^ndees interpos- 
ing. Tom Thorn by chance I thought upon for that 
reason, and for preventing jobbs, 4*c. Do what you 
please with my papers. 1 am just ditto. 



TO MR. ALDERMAN BARBER. 

Dublin, September II, 1732. 

MY LORD ELECT, 

1 ANTICIPATE your title, because perhaps it may 
be your due before your chaplain, Mr. Pilkington, 
can attend you. And, besides, I have a mind to be 
the first person who gives it to you. And, first, I 
heartily acknowledge your goodness in &vouring a 
young gentleman who has well answered all the re- 
commendations that have been given me of him, and 
I have some years, watched all opportunities to do him 
a eood office, but none of the few thingrin my own 
gift that would be proper for him have fallen in my 
way since I knew him ; and power with others, you 
know, or may believe, I have none. I value Mr. 
Filkington as much for his modesty, as his learning 
and sense, or any good quality he has. And it would 
be hard, after your sending us over so many wortli- 
less bishops, all hedangled with their pert illiterate 
relations and flatterers, if you would not suffer us to 
lend yoi}, at least for .one year, one sample of mo- 
desty, virtue, and good sense ; and I. am glad it falls 
to your lordship to^ive the first precedent. I will 
.write to Djr. Tropin ^r.'JSilkiogtan's &vour, but 
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whether I have any credit with him I cannot tell, al- 
though, perhaps, you will think, I may pretend to 
some. It is by my advice that Mr. Pilkington goes 
over somewhat sooner ; for I would have him know 
a little of your end of the town, and what he is to 
do; but he will not give you any trouble or care till 
you please to command him, which I suppose will 
not be till you are settled in your oflke. 

Nothing but this cruel accident of a lameness could 
have hindered me from attending youf ceremonial as 
a spectator, and I should have forwarded, to the ut« 
most, Mr. Pope's scheme, for I never approved the 
omission of those shows. And J think I saw, in my 
youth, a lord mayor's show with all that pomp, when 
sir Thomas Pilkington*, of your chaplain's name and 
iamily,. made his procession. 

I have advised your chaplain to send you this let- 
ter, and not present it, that you may be in no pain 
about him, for he shall wait on you the next morn- 
ing, when he has taken a lodging for himself, till you 
come into your mayoralty. 

I cannot conclude without repeating my acknow- 
ledgments for your kind remembrance of me. We 
were both followers of the same court and the same 
cause, and exiles, after a sort, you a voluntary one, 
and I a necessary ; but you have outthrown me many 
a hundred bars lengths. I heartily wish the conti- 
nuance, of your good success, and am, with great 
truths 

Your most constant friend, 

and most obedient humble servant, 
JONATH. SWIFT. 

♦ Sir Thomas Pilkington was lord mayor in three successiTO 
years; from 1689 to 1691. K. 
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FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

London, Nov, 7, 1732. 

1 SHQULD have answered yours sooner, but that 
I every day expected another from you, with your 
orders to speak to the duke ; which I should with 
great plea%ure have obeyed^ as it was to- serve a 
friend of yours. Mrs. Floyd is now, thank God, in 
as good health as I have seen her these many yearsi, 
though she has still her winter cough hanging upon 
her; but that, I fear, I must never expect she 
should be quite free from at this time of day. 
All my trouble with her now is, to make her drink 
wine enough according to the doctor's order, which 
is not above three or four glasses, such as are com- 
monly filled at sober houses ; and that she makes so 
great a rout with, and makes so many faces, that 
there is nobody that did not knoW her perfectly well, 
but would extremely su^ect she drank drams in 
private. 

I am sorry to find our tastes so different in the 
sam6 person ; and as every body has a natural par- 
tiality to their own opinion, so it is surprising to me 
to find lady Suffolk dwindled in yours, who rises 
infinitely in mine, the more and the longer I knovr 
her. But you say, " you will say no more of courts, 
" for fear of growing angry ;" and indeed, I think 
you are so already, since you level all without know- 
ing themr, and seem to think, that no one who be- 
longs to a court can act right. I am sure this cannot 
. be really and truly your sense, because it is unjust : 
and if it is, I shall suspect there is something of your 
old maxim in it (which I ever admired and found true) 
that you must have offended them, because you do 
not forgive. I have been about a fortnight from 
Khowle, and shall next Thursday go there again Coi 
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about three weeks, where T shall be ready and willing 
to receive your conunands, who am most faithfully 
and sincerely yours. 



FROM MR. GAY. 

DEAR SIR, Nov. 16, 1732. 

X AM at last come to London before the family, to 
ibUow my own inventions. In a week or fortnight I 
expect the family will follow me. You may now draw 
Bpon me for your money, as soon as you please. I 
liave some of my own too that lies dead ; and I pro- 
test I do not know which way at present to dispose 
ef it, every thing is so precarious. I paid Mrs. 
Launeelot 12l. and pay myself the five guineas you 
iiad of me, and have deducted your loss by paying 
off one of the South Sea bonds : and I find I have 
lemaining of yours 2\\L 15s. 6d. And I believe 
fiver and above that sum, there will be more owing 
to you upon account of interest on the bonds, about 
fair or five pounds. Mr. Hoare has done this for 
me, but I have not had time to call upon him yet, 
so that I cannot be more particular. As the money 
now lies in Mr. Hoare's hands, you see it is ready on 
demand. I believe you had best give notice when 
you draw on me for it, that I may not be out of the 
way. I have not as yet seen Mx. Pope, but design 
01 a day or two ta go to him, though I am in hopes 
of seeing him here to day or to-morrow. If my pre- 
sent project succeeds, you may expect a better ac- 
count of my own fortune a little while after the holi- 
«iays; but 1 promise myself nothing, for I am deter- 
mined, that neither any body else, or myself, shall 
disappoint me. I wish the arguments ma^de use of to 
draw you here, were every way of more consequence. 
A a2 ^ 
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' I would not have you change one comfort of life for 
another. I wish you to keep every one of those yoa 
have already, with as many additional ones as yoa 
like. When I sit down to consider on the choice of 
any ^subject, to amuse myself by writing, I find I 
have a natural propensity to write against vice, so 
that I do not expect much encouragement ; though I 
really think, injustice, I ought to be paid for stifling 
my own inclination ; but the great are ungrateful. 
Mr. Pulteney's young son has had the smallpox, and 
ia perfectly recovered. He is not in town, bat is 
expected ia about a week from the Bath. I must 
answer the letter you writ to the duchess and me, 
when her grace comes to town ; for I know she in- 
tended to have a part in it. Why cannot you come 
among us in the beginning of the new year ? The 
company will be then all in town, and the spring ad- 
vahcing upon us every day. What I mean by the 
company is, those who call themselves your friends, 
and I believe are so. It is certain the parliament 
will not meet till the middle of Japuary. I hare not 
been idle while I was in the country ; and I know 
your wishes in general, and in particdiar, that in- 
dustry may always find its account. Believe me, as 
I am, unchangeable in the regard, love^ and esteem 
I have for you. 



TO THE RIGHT HON. THE LORD IVIAYOR 
OF LONDON*./ 

MY LORD, Duhlin, Dec. 14, 1732. 

After obtaining one favour from your lordship, I 
am under the necessity of requesting another ; which, 
however, I hope will not give you much trouble. I 
know that it depends upon chance what employments 

* John Barber, esq. See July 33, 1732. N. 
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yoa may have in your disposal during your mayor- 
alty ; but some I presume you will have. It is there- 
fore my . request, and will be so likewise of some 
others am,ong your friends, that if any employment 
should fall vacant, during your government, which 
Mr. Barber would be allowed capable of executing 
well, yoiir lordship would please that he 

the refusal, with as much favour as will con- 
^st with your own generous disposition, adding the 
firiofidship you are pleased to profess to me, which I 
Hhrovr heartHy into the balance. He is of English 
birth; a very upright honest man, and his wife ha& 
abundance of merit in all respects ; they design to 
settle among you, having turned what fortune they 
bad here into money. 

And now> my lord, I heartily give you joy of go- 
verning the noblest city in the world, where I know 
yoa are desirous, and able, to do so much good, and 
to set a worthy pattern for tlie imitation of those who 
shall come after you* If my health, and the bad si- 
tuation of my private affairs, will permit, I shall hoper 
to have the honour of being one among your guests 
next summer. Mr. Pilkington is, in his letters, per- 
petually full oFn your great favours to him, and says 
you will be his voucher that he still continues his mo- 
dest behaviour, which I always pressed upon him as 
the best quality in a young man, although I never ob- 
served the least want of it in him. 

I hope you will take care of your health, which in 
our city of Dublin is a difficult task for a lord mayor 
to perform ; and if your lordship be under the ne- 
cessity of drinking as many healths in proportion on 
public days, as are done here, you will be in great 
clanger of ruining your own. I am, with entire 
friendship and true respect, my lord. 

Your lordship's most obedient and 
most humble servant, 

JONATH. SWIFT. 

A A"3 
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FROxM CHARLES FORD, ESQ. 

London, D«?. 23, 1732.' 

Yesterday I received your letter of the 9th, ' 
and am infinitely obliged to you for the constant con- 
cern you show for me. I am ashamed to trouble you 
so much, and so often, in my own affairs ; and your 
firreat kindness makes me almost ashamed to ask 
pardon for it. *************** 

I am very glad to hear the character you give of 
lord Orrery. He was extremely applauded for a 
speech he made against the array bill. There is no 
danger of repealing the test. The court has taken 
the usual method of gaining the fanatic leaders much 
against the grain of the body. It is said, the bishop 
of Salisbury^ is the chief encourager of them ; that 
the queen spoke to him, and that he answered. He 
can he besmeared, although they would not sufier 
him to go the dirty road to Durham. That was the 
excuse they made him upon the last vacancy of that 
see. I am extremely proud that lady Acheson does 
me the honour to remember her humble servant. I 
heartily wish she could be persuaded to keep good 
hours, having observed, by many of my acquaint* 
ance, that nothing impairs health so much as sitting 
up late. I often hear from my sister : she writes in 
quite another strain than she talked, with cheerful- 
ness and good nature. I fancy Arsallaf has cured 
the lady of her spleen. 

I heartily wish you many new years, with health 
and happiness; and am, ihost ex\tirely, ifc. 

* Dr. Benjamin Hoadiy. ^. 

f The seat of Peter Ludlow, esq. father to the 6rst earl of 

Ludlow. F. Digit zed by Google 
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I am t6ld paor Gay's play is im^ in rdiearsal^ and 
will pleas#. It was that brought him to town a 
little befote ht died* ; thdiigh« without his fever^ 
lie could not probably have held out long any 
where* 



TO MRS. PILKINGTON. 

MADAMf Deanery House, Jan* \, 1732*3. 

X SEND you your bit of a newspaper/ with the 
verses t> than which I never saw better in their kind. 

* BTov. 16, 173?, Mr. Gay tells the Dean, " I am at last come 
to London before the family, to follow my own inventions. — If 
my present object stucceeds, you- may expect a better account of 
itiy fortune a little while after the holidays. But I promise my- 
self nothing." See the preceding letter. He died Dec. 4, only 
eighteen days after. K. 

f Mrs. Pilkington, wbcrt she was about $rxteen, having been 
teased by her brother to ^rite som» verses as a school exercise for 
liim, asked him what she should write upon : " Why," said he 
iicrtly, "what should you write u^on but paper ?" So taking it for 
her subject, she writ the followmg lines ; which, four yuars af- 
ter, were primed in one of the London newspapers. See Pilking- 
lou's Memoirs, Vol. L p. 88. ^ 

** O spotless paper, ftir /afi4 white 1 
On whoikB, by force, coiMtraia'd I write. 
How' tnsel am I to destroy 
Thy purity, to please a boy ^ 
Ungratef ttl I, thus to alrase 
The fairest seirant of the Muse. 
Dear friend, to whom f oft impart 
Theclioicest secrets of my lietit; 
Ah, w%«t atonecnent can be -made 
• ^^ spotless innocence betray 'd ! 
How fair, hew1«v<^ 4idBt tbos A^r^ 
Like lilied banks, or falling snow ! 
But now, alas ! become itiy prey, 
Ko floods can wash thy stains away ; 
Yet this 'small comfort I can give, 
That which destroy 'd, shall make thee live-.'' D. S. 
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I have the same opinion of those you we|e pleased fo 
write upon me*, as have also some particular friends 
of genius and taste, to whom I ventured to commu- 
nicate thern^ who universally agree with, me. But 
as I cannot with decency show them, except to a 
very few, I hope, for both our sakes, others wiU do 
it for me. I can only assure you, I value your pre- 
sent, as much as either of the others, ^only you must 
permit it to be turned into a pen ; which office I will 
perform with my own hand, and never permit any 
other to use it. I heartily wish you many happy nev^ 
years ; and am, with true esteem, madam. 

Your most obliged friend and servant, 

J.SWIFT. 

* Mrs. Pilkington having heard that Dr. Swift had received a 
paper hook, richly bound and gilt, from the earl of Orrery, and 
a silver standish from Dr. Delany, sfnt him an eagle quill with the 
following verses upon bis birthday, Kov. 30, 1732 : 

Shall then my kindred all my glory claim. 
And boldly rob me of eternal fome ? 
To ev*ry art my gen'rous aid I lend. 
To music, painting, poetry, a friend. 
'Tis I celestial harmony inspire, 
When fix*d to strike the sweetly warbling wire §. 
I to the faithful canvass have consigned 
Each bright idea of the painter's mind ; 
Behold from Raphael's skydipt pencils rite 
Such heav'nly scenes as charm the gazer's eyes. 
O let me now aspire to higher praise ! 
Ambitious to transcribe your deathless lays : 
Nor thou, immortal bard, my aid refuse. 
Accept me as the servant of your Mu^e; 
Then shall the world my wond'rous worth declare^ 
And ali mankind yotft- matchless pen revere. 

' D.S. 
§.QuUIs of the harpsichord. 
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FROM MR. ROBERT ARBUTHNOT*. 

DEAR SIR, Rouen, Jan. 2, 1732-3. 

1 HAVE flattered myself these many year^, that 
vapours or company would have brought you ov6r 
seas to Spa, or to some such place, and that you* 
would have taken Paris in your way ; and so I should 
have had the pleasure of seeing you in some place of 
my own. I wonder much that a pctrson of so much 
good humour can let yourself grow. oW, or die with- 
out seeing some other country than youi own. I am 
not quite so wicked as to wish you any rpad illness to 
bring you to us, though I should not be sorry that 
you thought you had need of change of air. I wish 
you a happy new year, and many paore ; and (what* 
evet interest I hvre against it) good health, and pro- 
sperity, and every thing that I can wish to one that I 
QUAch honour andl esteem. 

Ireeommendedto your friendship and acquaintanco 
the bear^v Mr. De la Mar. His brother, now dead, 
has been with you in Ireland : and this ^entlems^n 
deserves from me all the kindness my friends can 
«how him. Adieu^ dear sir. If I can serve you in 
any thing, command me always, for I am, with 
great esteem. 

Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

ROB. ARBUTHNOT. 

* Mr. Afbuthnot married a widow lady of SuiFolk, with 6001. 
I year. Sec his character in Mr. Pope's letter to lord Higby, 
Sept.!*, 1722. N. 
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TO LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

MADAM, January 8, 1732-3. 

Although I have but just received the honour 
of your ladyship's letter, yet, as things stand, I am 
determined, against my usual practice, to give you 
no respite, but to answer it immediately ; because 
you have provoked me witji your lady Sufiblk. It is 
six years last spring since I first went to visit my 
friends in England, after the queen's death. Her 
present majesty heard of my arrival, and sent at least 
nine times to command tny attendance before I would 
obey her, for several reasons not hard to guess*; 
and, among others, because I had heard her charac- 
ter from those who knew her well. At last I wen^ 
and she received me very graciously. I told her the 
first time, *' That I was informed she loved to see 
odd persons ; and that, having sent for a wild boy 
from Germany, she had a curiosity to see a wild Dean 
from Ireland.*' I was not much struck with the ho- 
nour of being sent for, because I knew the same dis- 
^ tinction had been offered to otfiers, with whom it 
' would not give me much pridp to be compared. I 
never went once but upon command; and Mrs. 
Howard, now lady Suffolk, was usually the person 
who sent for me, both at Leicester-house and Rich- 
mond. Mr. Pope (with whom I lived) and Mr. Gay 
were then great favourites of Mrs. Howard, espe- 
cially the latter, who was then one of her ied-captains« 
He had wrote f a very ingenious book of fables, fo^ 
the use drher younger son, and she oflen promised 
to provide for him. fiat some time before, there cane 
out a libel against Mr. Walpole, who was informed 

* It should be, " not hard to he guessed," 
f It should be, «« he had written:* S. - 
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it was written by Mr. Gay ; and although Mr. Wal- 
pole owned he was convinced that it was not written 
by Gay, yet he never would pardon him, but did him 
a hundrea ill offices to the princess. WsJpole was at 
that time very civil to me, and so were all the people 
in power. He invited me and some of my friends to 
dine with him at Chelsea. Afler dinner, I took an 
<x;casion to say, what I had observed of princes and 
great ministers, " That if they beard an ill thing of 
a private person, who expected some; favour, al- 
though they were afterward convinced that the person 
was innocent, yet they would never be reconciled/' 
Mr. Walpole knew well enough that I meant Mr. 
Gan^, I afterward said the same thing to the princess, 
with the same intention : and she confessed it a great 
injustice. But Mr. Walpole gave it another turn ; 
for, he said to some of his friends, and particularly 
to a lord, a near relation of yours^ " That I had dined 
. with him, and had been making apologies for my- 
self;*' it seems, for my conduct in her late majesty's 
reign, in which no man was more innocent ; and 
particularly more officious to do good offices to many 
of that party which was then out of power, as it is 
well known. Mrs. Howard was then in great favour, 
and openly protected Mr. Gay ; at least, she saw him 
often, and professed herself his friend: but Mr. Wal- 
pole could hardly be persuaded to let him hold a poor 
little office for a second year, of commissioner to a 
lottery. When I took my leave of her highness, on 
coming hither, she was very gracious; told me, 
" The medals she had promised me were not ready, 
but she would send them to me." However, by her 
commands, I sent her some plaids for herself and the 
princesses, and was too gallant to hear of any 
offers of payment. Next spring, I came again to 
England ; was received the same way ; and as I had 
many hints given me that the court at Leicester-fields 
would endeavour to settle me in England (which J 
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did not much regard) the late king died, I went, hf 
Mrs. Howard's orders; to kiss nieir new majesties 
handsy and Was particularly distinguished by the 
queen. In a few weeks, the queen said to Mrs. 
Howard (alluding to one of Mr. Gay's fables) ** that 
she would take up the Hare ;*' and bade hcfir to pat 
her in mind, in settling the family., to find some em- 
ployment for Mr, Gay; but, in the event, it proved 
only an offer to be a gentleman-asher to a girl of two 
years old, which all his friends (and I among the rest) 
advised him not to accept ; and accordingly he ex* 
cused himself vntU the utmost respect. This I, otid 
every body else were sure must have been a manage- 
ment of Mr. Walpole. As to myself, in a few weeks 
after the king's death, I found myself not well; and 
was resolved to take a step to Paris for my healdi^ 
having ah opportunity of doing it with some advan- 
tages and recommendations. But my friends advised 
me first to consult Mrs. Howard; because, as th^ 
knew less of courts than I, they were' strongly pos- 

. sessed that the promise made me might succeed, since 
a change was all I desired. I writ to her for her opi- 
nion ; and particularly conjured her, ** since I liad 
long done with courts, not to use me like a courtier, 
but give me her sincere advice;" which she did, 
both in a letter, and to some friends. It was, " by 
all means not to go : it would look singular, and per- 
haps disaffected ;" and, to my friends> enlarged upon 
the good intentions of the court toward me. I staid ; 
my health grew worse: I left Mr, Pope's h6use; 
went 1o a private lodging near Hammersmith : and, 
continuing ill, I writ to Mrs. Howard, with my duty 
to the queen, took coach fojr Chester, recovered in 

• my journey, and came over hither : where although 
I have ever since lived in obscurity^ yet I have the 
misfortune, without any grounds, except misinforma- 
tion, to lie under her majest/s displeasure, as I have 
been assured by more than two honourable persons 
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of both sexes ; and Mr. Gay is in the same condltion^. 
For these reasons, as I did always, so I do still think 
Mrs. Howard, now my lady Sufiblk, to be an abso- 
lute courtier. Let her show you the character I writ 
of her, and whereof no one else has a copy ; and I 
take Mr. Pope and Mr. Gay, who judge more favour- 
ably, to be a couple of simpletons. In ray answer 
to the last letter which my lady Suffolk honoured me 
with, I did, with great civility, discharge her from 
ever giving herself another trouble of that kind. I 
have a great esteem for her good sense and taste. 
She would be an ornament to any court : and I do 
not in the least pity her for not being a female mi- 
nister, which I never looked on as an advantageous 
character to a great and wise lady ; of which I could 
easily produce instances. Mr. Pope, beside his na- 
tural and acquired talents, is a gentleman of very ex- 
traordinary candour; and is, consequently, apt to 
b^ too great a believer of assurances, promises, pro- 
fessions, encouragements, and the like words of 
course. He asks nothing; and thinks, like a philo- 
sopher, that he wants nothing. Mr. Gay is, in all 
regards, as honest and sincere a man as ever I knew; 
whereof neither princes nor ministers are either able 
to judge, or inclined to encourage: which, however, 
I do not take for so high a breach of politics as they 
usually suppose : for, however insignificant wit, 
learning, and virtue, may be thought in the world, it 
perhaps would do government no hurt to have a little 
of them on its side. If you have gone thus far in 
reading, you are not §o wise as I thought you to be ; 
but I will never offend again with so much length. 
I write only to justify myself. I know you have been 
always a zealous whig, and so am I to this day : but 
nature has not given you leave to be virulent. As ' 
to myself^ I am of the old whig principles, without 
the modem articles and refinements. 
Your ladyship says ^ot one syllable' to inform me 

VOL. XVIII, B B ^ 
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whether you approve of what I sent you to be writ- 
ten on the monument''*', nor whether you would have 
it in Latin or English. I am ever, with true respect 
and high esteem. 

Madam, your ladyship's, S^c. 

The friend I named, who 1 was afraid would die, is 
recovered ; and his preferment is by turns in the 
crown and the primate ; but the next vacancy wiU 
not be in the crown's disposal. 



DR. ARBUTHNOT TO DR. SWIFT. 

MY DEAR FRi)BND, Jjoudon, Jan. 13, 1732. 

I HAD the pleasure of receiving one from you by 
Mr. Pilkin^ton. I thank you for the opportunity it 
^ave me of being acquainted with a very agreeable 
ingenious man. I value him very much for his mu- 
sic, which you 'give yourself an air of contemning ; 
and I think 1 treated him in that way to a degree of 
surprise. * 

I have had but a melancholy sorrowful life for some 
lime past, having lost my dear child, whose life, if 
it had so pleased God, I would have willingly redeem- 
ed with my own. I thank God for a new lesson of 
submission to his will, and likewise for what he has 
left me. 

We have all had another loss of our worthy and 
dear friend Mr. Gay f. It v/as some alleviation of 
my grief to see him so universally lament^ by almost 
every body, even by those who knew him only by 
reputation. He was interred at Westminster- Abbey, 

* In St. Andlrew's church, Dublin, to the memory of her sister, 
lady Penelope Berkeley. F. 
t He died December 4, 1732. H. 
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as if he had been a peer of the realm ; and the good 
duke of Queensberry, who lamented him as a brotBer, 
will set up a handsome monument upon him. These 
are little affronts put upon vice and injustice^ and is 
ail that remains in our power. I believe the Beggar's 
Opera, and what he had to come upon the stage, will 
make the sum of the diversions of the town for some 
time to come. Cur 11 (who is one of the new terrors 
of death) has been writing letters to every body for 
memoirs of his life. I was for sending him some^ 
particularly, an account of his disgrace at court, 
which, I am sure, misht have been. made entertain^ 
ing : by which I should have attained two ends at 
once, published truth, and got a rascal whipped for 
it. I w^as overruled in this. I wish you had been 
here, though I think you are in a better country. I 
fancy to myself, that you have some virtue and ho- 
nour left, some small regard for religion. Perhaps 
Christianity may last with you at least twenty or thirty 
years longer. You have no companies or stockjob- 
bing, are yet free of excises; you are not insulted in 
your poverty, aitd told with a sneer, that vou are a 
rich and a thriving nation, Every man tnat takes 
neither place nor pension, is not deemed with you a 
rogue, and an enemy to his country. 

Your friends of my acquaintance are in tolerable 
good health. Mr. Pope has his usual complaints o£ 
head-ach and indigestion, I think, more than formerly. 
He really leads sometimes a very irregular life, that 
is, lives with people of superior health and strength. 
You will see some new things of his, equal to any of 
his former productions. He has affixed to the new 
edition of his Dunciad,. a royal declaration against 
the haberdashers of points and particles, assuming 
the title of critics and restorers, wherein he declares, 
that he has revised carefully this his Dunciad, be-» 
ginning and ending so and so, consisting of so 
many lines, and dedares this edition to be the true 

BUS o 
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reading; and it is signed by John Barber, majorci' 
ritatis Londini. 

} remember you, with your friends, who are my 
neighbours : they all long to see you. As for news, 
there is nothing here talked of but the new scheme 
of excise. You may remember, that a ministry in 
the queen's time, possessed of her majesty, the par- 
lament, army, flee^, troa^sury, confederate, 4'c. put 
all to the test, by an experiment of a silly project in 
the trial of a poor parson*. The sam^ gs^me, in my 
mijid, is playing over again, from a wantonness of 
power. Miraberis quam pauica sapientia mmdus 
regitur. 

.1 have considered the grievance of your wine : the 
friend that designed you goodVine, was abused by 
an agent that he intrusted this affair to. It was not 
this gentleman's brother, whose name is De la Mar, 
to whom show what friendship you can. My brother 
is getting money now, in China, less, apd more ho- 
nestly, th^nhis predecessors supercairgoes ; but enough 
to make you satisfaction, which, if he comes home 
^ive, he shall d^* 

My neighbour the proseman is wiser, and more 
Gowa,rdly aod despairing than eve(. He talks me 
into a fit of vapours twice or thrice a week. I dr^am 
at night of a chain, and rowing in the gallics. But, 
thjank God, he has not taken from me the freedom 
I have been accustomed to in my discourse, (even 
with the greatest persons to whom I have access) in 
defending the cause of liberty, virtue and religion : 
for the last, I ha^ve the satis&otion of suffering some 
share of the ignominy that belonged to the first con- 
fessors. This has been my lot, from a steady resolu<- 
tion I have taken of giving these ignorant impudent 
fellows battle upon all occasions. My family send 
you their best wishes,, and a happy hew year ; and 

* Dr. Sacheverell. Hw Google 
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none can do it more heartily th^ myself^ who nm, 
with the most sincere respect, 

Yoar most faithful humble servant. 



TO THE EARL OF ORRERY. 

M V LORD, January, 1732-3. 

XT is some time since Mrs. Ball gave me, enclosed 
atid directed to me, your lordshijrs verses, in your 
own hand, with the alterations you were pleased to 
make, for which I have long deferred my aclcnow- 
ledgments ; and if I were to follow the course of my 
own nature, the delay should be longer : because, 
although I believe no man has a more grateful sense 
of a real honour done him than myself, yet no man 
is in more confusion how to express it. Although I 
had not the least hand in publishing those verses 
(which would have ill become me) yet I will not be 
$o affected as to conceal the pride I have in seeing 
them abroad, whatever enmity they may procure 
against your lordship, for publicly favouring one so 
obnoxious to present powers, and turning their hatred 
into envy; which last, as it is more tormenting to 
the owners, will better gratify my revenge. And of 
this advantage I shall make the proper use, leaving 
your lordship to shift for yourself, without the least 
grain of pity for what you may suffer. 

In the mean time, I beg you to accept my most 
humble thanks for the honour done me by so excel- 
lent a performance, on so barren a subject; by 
which words I wisely anticipate the censure of all 
those who* love me not : in spite of whom it will be 
said, in future ages. That one of lord Orrery's first, 
essays in poetry were these verses on Dr. Swifl. 
That ypur lordship may go on to be the great exam- 

B B 3 ^ 
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pie, restorer, and patron, of virtue, learning, and 
wit^ .in a most corrupt, stupid, and ignorant age and 
nation, shall be the constant wish, hope, and prayer 
of, my lord. 

Your most obedient, obbged, and 
most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM MISS KELLY. 

Jarvis street, six o'clock, Fridcgf evening, 
SIR, Feb. 2, 1732-3. 

I DANCED so long last night, that I have not been 
able till this moment to thanK. you for the goodness 
you showed me this morning. Be assurea the fa- 
vours you bestow on me are received with the great- 
est pleasure, and I only am sorry that it is not m my 
power to convince you that no body can set a 
higher value on your friendship than I do. 

Indeed I have an implicit faith in your medicine; 
for if only despising the poeJi)6 can hinder its proving 
, effectual, I must certainly receive from it all the be-? 
nefit I desire ; for really i am ouite of the other side, 
nnd am a sincere admirer of all tjje good poets; 
but am mor^ particularly attached to the best. What 
I shall do to convince you of the truth of tfiis I can- 
not determine : but surely the care I shall always take 
to mend upon your reproofs, will, in time, let you 
know that nobody can desire more sincerely to please 
you than, sir, your most obliged and most nuthfui 
^umjble servant, 

F. A. KELLY. 

I am balf asleep, so do not be angry at these Mots. 
• Being out of cash at priesent, I send you my ipte^ 
' whic5 I hope will satisfy you, 

^. . ., ed by Google 
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I acknowledge to be indebted to the reverend doctor 
Swih, dean of St. Patrick^ the sum of 01. Isv lid. 
for value received, this 2d day of February 1732-3. 
FRANCES ARABELLA KELLY*. 



FROM MR- POPE TO MR, DODSLEYf. 

SIR, Feb. 5, 1732-3. 

I WAS very willing to read your piece, and do freely 
tell you I like it, so far as my particular judgment goes. 
Whether it has action enough to please on the stage, I 
doubt; but the morality and satire ought to be. re- 
lished by the reader. I will do more than you ask 
me ; I will recommend it to Mr. RichJ. If he can 
join it to any' play, with suitable representations, to 
make it an entertainment, I believe he will give you 
a benefit night ; and I sincerely wish it may be turned 
any way to your advantage, or that I could shew you 
my friendship in any instance. 

I am, &c* 

A. POPE. 

* This promissory note is pinned to tlie letter. It certainly is 
an anstwrer to some -whim or other of the doctor's. D. S. 

f Mr. Robert Dodsley, the celebrated bookseller, to whom Mr. 
Pope was one of the earliest patrons. He died Sept. 25, 
1764. N. 

J He was as- good as his word. He recommended to Mr. Rich 
*' The Triflers," the piece above alluded to ; and by his interest 
it was brought on the suge, and very favourably received. N. 
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FROM THE LORD MAYOR OF LONDON. 

Lmdon, Feb. 6, 1732-3. 

Queen Anne's Birthday : 
The bell$'all ringing, 

xJeLIEVE me; sir, and it is with great truth I 
speak it, that there is not a person in the world I 
would, sooner oblige than yourself; and I should be 
glad to have it in my power to serve Mrs. Barber in 
the way you mention ; but it is odds it may not be 
in my power, for many things may fall, that her 
spouse is not fit for ; as, all places relating to the law, 
he can have no pretensions to. There are a dozen 
persons in my house, called lord maT/or*s officers, who 
wear black gowns, and give from eight to nine hun- 
dred pounds for their places, which at first they makp 
about sixty pounds per annu?n of, and rise in time to 
three or four hundred pounds ; but they are generally 
young men. These places, I suppose, should any 
one fill, would not be thought'good enough. There 
are many other places in my gift. We have had 
mayors gone. through the office who have not got one 
hundred pounds, and others have got ten thousand 
pounds : it is all chance. I have gone through the 
fourth part of my year, and have got only about two 
hundred guineas, by the deaths of one of the city. 
music« and a porter to Guildhall. 

But suppose a place should fall worth fifteen hun- 
dred or two thousand pounds, that he may be fit for, 
one third of the purchase goes to the city, and must 
be paid before his admission ; the other two thirds 
are mine: but I cannot put a jess price than was 
paid before, because the last price is entered in the 
city books. 
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I know you love particulars, and thus you have the 
case a3 it stands. 

You will give me leave to add a word or two, 
which I do in confidence. That I have been, for 
many years, plagued with a set of ungrateflil mon« 
sters, called cousins, that I tremble at the name; and 
though I give yearly pensions to some, and monthly 
and weekly to others, all would not do, and I am 
insulted and abused by them, and cannot help my- 
self. 

Now, as Mrs. Barber and her family design to 
settle here, and she has done me the honour in most 
places to call me cousin, I hope it will not be ex- 
pected I should have the care ot them. I have very 
ill health ; and any additional care that way would 
hurt me vexy much ; but for doing her and her fa- 
mily any good offices, I shall never be wanting. 

I must now beg leave to return you my thanks for 
your afTectionate and kind wishes. The honour, I 
own, is very gr^t, I am in possession of, and I am 
sensible I am placed aloft, and that all my words and 
actions are scanned ; but I will not be discouraged, 
^nd hope I shall get through with honour. One mo- 
tive for making me think so, is the great pleasure and 
satisfaction I have in the hopes of seeins you here, 
where your advice and example will be of great use; 
and therefore I hope you will lose no time, but come 
away, and I will fitup an apartment for you in Queen's 
square, and another at Sheen (which I hope you will 
accept) places th^t I shall hardly be able to see this 
year. 

Mr. Pilkington gains daily upon us, and comes out 
a. facetious agreeable fellow. I carried him the other 
day to see her grace of Bucks in the Park. Her 
grace seeing him, asked, who he was ? I answered, 
". He was a present from you from Dublin.'' She 
smilingly replied, " He is no fool then, I am sure." 

I shall conclude a long dull letter, with my sin- 
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cere wishes for your health and prosperity^ and that 
you would not delay one hour coming to bless your 
friends here with your company ; which by none it 
more desired than, sir. 

Your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 
J. BARBER, 



FROM LADY BETTY GERMAIN. 

Feb. 8, 1732-3. 

I RECEIVED yours of the 8th of January but last 
week, so find it has lain long on the road after the 
date. It was brought me while at dinner, that very 
lady sitting close to me, whom you seem to think 
such an absolute courtier *. She knew your hand, 
and inquired much after you, as she always does; 
but I, finding her name frequently mentioned, not 
with that kindness I am sure she deserves, put it in- 
to my pocket with silence and surprise. Indeed, 
were it in people's power, that live in a court with 
the appearance of favour, to do all they desire with 
their friends, they might deserve their anger, and be 
blamed, when it does not happen right to their 
minds ; but that, I believe, never was the case of any 
one : and in this particular of Mr. Gay, thus far I 
know, and so far I will answer for, that she was un- 
der very great concern, that nothing better could be. 
got for him : and the friendship upon all other occa- 
sions in her own power, that she showed him, did 
not look like a doublie-dealer. 

As to that part concerning yourself and her, I sup- 
pose, it is my want of comprehension, that I cannot 

♦ The countess of SuffolkifbyCSooQie 
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find out why she was tq blame to give you advice, 
when you asked it, that had all the appearance of 
sincerity, good nature, and right judgment. And if 
after that, the court did not do what you wanted, 
and she both believed and wished they would, was 
it her fault ! At least, I cannot find out that you 
have hitherto proved it upon her. And though you 
say, you lamented the hour you had seen her, yet I 
cannot tell how to suppose that your good sense and 
justice can impute any thing to her, oecause it did 
not fall out just as she endeavoured, and hoped it 
would. 

As to your creed in politics, I will heartily and sin- 
cerely subscribe to it (that I detest avarice in courts, 
corruption in ministers, schisms in religion, illiterate 
fawning betrayers of the church in mitres). But, at 
the same time, I prodigiously want an infallible judge 
to determine when it is realty so : for as I have lived 
longer in the world, and seen many changes, 1 know 
those out of power and place always see the faults of 
those in, with dreadful large spectacles ; and, I dare 
say, you know many instances of it in lord Oxford's 
time. But the strongest in my memory^s, sir Robert 
Walpole, being first pulled to pieces in the year 
1 720> because the South Sea did not rise high enough ; 
and since that, he has been to the full as well banged 
about, because it did rise too high. So experience 
has taught me, how wrong, unjust, and senseless, 
party factions are ; therefore I am determined never 
wholly to believe any side or party against the other ; 
and to show that I wull not, as my friends are. in and 
out of all sides, so my house receives them altoge- 
ther ; and those people meet here, that have, and 
would fight in any other place. Those of them that 
have great and good qualities and virtues I love and 
admire ; in which number is lady Suffolk; and I do 
like and love her, because I believe, and as far as I 
a^Q capable of judging, know her to be a wise, dis- 
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creet, honest and sincere courtier, who will promise 
no farther than she can perform, and wHl always per- 
form what she does promise ; so, now, you have my 
creed as to her *. 

I thought I had told you in my last, at least I am 
sure 1 designed it, that I desire you would do just as 
yoQ like about the monument ; and then, it will be 
most undoubtedly approved by 

Your most smcere and faithful servant. 
E. GERMAIN. 



TO THE EARL OF OXFORD. 

MV LORD, Dublin, Feb. 16, 1732-3. 

The bearer, Mr. Faulkner, the prince of Dublin 
printers, will have the honour to deliver you this. 
He tells me, your lordship was so gracious as to ad- 
mit htm into your presence, and receive him with 
great condescension, which encouraged him to hope 
for the same favour again, by my mediation, which 
I could not refuse. Although, for his own profit, be 
is engaged in a work that very much discontents me, 
yet I would father have it hl\ into his hands, than 
any other's on this side* " 

I am just recovered, in some degree, of two cruel 
indispositions, of giddiness and deafness, after seven 
months. I have got my hearing; but the other evil 
hangs still about me, and I doubt will never quite 
leave me, until I leave it. 

I hope your lordship, and lady Oxfordf and lady 

* This spirited defence of lady Suffolk, against a man of Swift's 
ability and disposition, does tady Betty Germain avore faonoar, 
than she would have deserved by writing the best satire gainst all 
the courts aqd courtiers in the world. H. 

f Lady Henrietu Cavendisk Holies, only daughter and bek 
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Margaf et ^^ coolini^ io perfect he^tb. J pra/ God 
pr^se;rvjs you all, lor tlie good of yqut frj^udi^ and 
your co^uptfy. 

I i94Qf wjith epiUre respect a^4 esUiein* 
YpHT ior4ihip's mo^ obecJIei^t, 
aoid n^ost ^Ug^d servant. 
.; J. SWXfT. 



FROM THS DUCHESS OF <iUEENSBERRY. 

SIR, feb. 21, 1732-5. 

Soon aifler t^e d«ath of our/riend Mr. Gay, Ifound 
rays^f more incUned to wrkc to you, thaA to Movr 
tnysidf any odier entertainment. But, considering 
diat might draw you into a correspondence, that moit 
ifkely rhi^ht be <£sagreeid)ie, I left off M theughtf 
of ^is kind, yil Mt, Pope showed ine your letter 10 
hi<n, which <eneoura|ees me to hope we may cpnverse 
toge^er as usual ; !by which advantage, I wiJil not 
ciespair to obtain in realitv some of tliose good qu*- 
Uiies> you say, I «ccm to nave. I am conscious of 
only ope, 4hat i«, being an apt scholaf ; and if 1 have 
^y g^^^'d tn me, I certainly learned it insensibly of 
oi^r poor friend, as children do any strange language* 
It is^ot^ssible -to imagine the loss his death i« to 
4me ; 'but aslpng as I have any memory, the happi^ 
iiess of ever itfving such a friend can never be lost 
to w^ 
As toliiiiM^, 4ie kneiV tlie world 4oo well to r«- 

«f h|s grace John -ftdll^s^ 4ok* of Keircastlf, was mam«d to 

iiMiM«Miip4fa€^si«i<ir,ostQbtr, ma. N*. 

•* This 'lady t«as4»amed to WiUSsm'Baittliick, Mu^^ P99i» 
land, Juiy H, i13A. >. 

VOt. XYllU C C DigitzedbyGoOgle 
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gret leaving it ; and the world in general knew him 
too little to value him as they ought. I think it my 
duty to my friend, to do him the justice to assure 
you, he had a most perfect and sincere regard for 
you. * I have learned a good deal of his way of think- 
ing x)n your account; so that, if at any time you have 
any commands in this part of the world, you will do > 
me a pleasure to empMy roe, as you would him : and 
.1 shall wish it could ever be in my power to serve you 
in any thing essential. The duke of Queensberry 
ineant to write, if 1 had not, concerning your; money 
affair. We both thought of it, as soon as we could 
of any thin^; and if you will only write word what 
you would have done with your money, great care 
^hall be taken according to your order. I SiSer with 
you extremely, that you are in any likelihood of 
dying poor or friendless : the world can never grow 
so worthless. I again diflfei: with you, that it is pos- 
sible to comibrl one's s^f for the loss of friends, as 
one does upon the loss of money. I thiok I could 
live on . very little, nor think myself poor, or be 
thought so ; but a little friendship could never satisfy 
me ; and I could never expect to find such another 
support as my poor friend. In almost every thing, 
but friends, another of the saine name may do as 
well ; but friend is more than a name, if it be ^ny 
thing. 

Your letter touched me extrem/ely; it. gave m^ a 
.melandioly pleasure. I felt much more 'than, you 
y^TOte, and more than, I hope, you wiUpo^itinue to 
feel. As you can give Mr. Vope good advice, pray 
practise it yourself A& you cannot lengthen your 
friend's days, I must beg you, in your own words, 
,not to. shorten your own : for I do full well know by 
experience, that health jp^d happiness depend o^ 
•go9d..sFkits.^ , Mr. I!9p^;i$ l^.tter. in both this year, 
than I have seen him s^ good while* This lyou. will 
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believe^ unless he has told you what he tells me, 
that I am his greatest flatterer. I hope that news has 
not reached you ; for nothing is more pleasant than 
fo belieire what one wishes. I wish to be your friend ; 
I wish you to be mine ; I wish you may not be tired 
with* this ; I wish to hear from you soon ; and all 
this, in order to be my own flatterer, . 

I will believe 

1 never write my name. 

I hope you have no aversion to blots. 

Since I wrote this, the duke of Queensberry bids me 
tell you, that if you have occasion for the money, 
you need only draw upon him, and he will pay 
the money to your order. He will take care to 
have the accoynt.of interest settled, and made up 
to you. He will take this upon himself, that you 
may have no trouble in this affair. 



' FROM THE COUNTESS OF KERRY. 

•* * ■ ' . 

Lixnaiv, March 4, 1732-3. 

1 HE kind concern and frieiidly remembrance of 
the most esteemed dean of St. Patrick's, has raised 
in me a satisfaction and pleasure that I had almost 
given up, havine been resolved a good while humbly 
to content myself in a state of indolence ami indifr<^ , 
ence; and it I could avoid the pains of body aiid 
mind, not to seek farther after those points in life,- I 
so long and vainly pursued : but you have invaded 
my tranquillity in a manner I must not only forgive, 
but pay my acknowledgments for, since at the same 
time you make a melancholy representation of my 
misfortunes, you strike a light for me from another 
^c 2 o 



quirt^r from vt^^tice t6 rai^fe fiOf)^. 1 fiidst fwfartily 
rejoice in what ydu tell me df Mr. Fif^fefiaurkfe, t^ho 
has intked given me an undfctiiable iharlc 6f taste, by 
Ihfe sense He has (rf the honcfat you 36 hfth ifi Ifettifig 
him into your socifety, frOiA wh^rtfce it is inilpbi^Iblfe 
to ct)me \tith6dt some good ihfiti^ncer. For thy part, 
I grieve at the interval th^f n^^esHty it^tct^ fo cal! 
for, to interrupt such advantage, afid it is my stddy 
to find an occasion indispen^dblfe that he tiiay re- 
turn * ; and as I thihk to he a ihfembef of 6uf senate- 
house, is the best way to lead a younjg man into the 
^orid, I have be>!tt witohihg a godd WWfe fdr s6tiit 
gap in that body, that he hright fit^ intt). Hfere 
«eenw noW (6 offer one dn the ti^ith df s^t Ralph 
Gotid, fhat rfiajr no^ be imptabtitaWi, «itiee it iS a 
Viiry small borough entirely bi^lohgirig, as I dm in- 
formed, to th^ bishop of Cloghbh, tvhb; Idkre ^ay, 
is above disposing of it for court faVoor 6ti!y, 6r to 
the highest bidder; practices much in fashion of late. 
Might I not then presume upon your friendship with 
the bishop, to tecommend this young man as an ho- 
nest one at present, and whom he might dfevtrte to 
his service by so great and seasonable an obligation, 
beside paying an acknowledgment that in gratitude 
is due, although (he person were never so well qua- 
lified : thus much feurfe I txiAf SaJ wHhbul cehstipg. If 
I have taken too grfeal liB^rtf fti t^6mtti^itiHl| Hii^ 
hflftttet fo yOUi forgrt'e ifi^ ftfifl ihiptrte tt to iny iecfl 
in endeavouring tb Izeke al1'6]i{Hjrlutiith*s tcJiurh fhis 
lad into the worid, thi^ I hiaT see What figtilfe he 
SH^iH be likely to m^fce hereafter. But ff I do twst 
Succeed in this, 6t any bth^r k^^mpi, I<h^k ^foti- 
dence -sirtcerely, I cttn noW Bott^t I likV6 ktHkiiicid pW- 
losophy enough to t*k^ every Ihih^ with patients a^ 
it comes, by no means ihlnklrt^ tnyj^^f Wo ^bo6 to 
be the sport of higher poivers; dnd ^i^ thHstiah diily 



* It is presumed,^ fihm hWtmm D. S. 



LETTERS to AND FROM DA. SWIFT. ' "^S 

•^11 not permit me to look for reasons. As tittle wis^ 
dom as I have bought^ I wish I had it sooner ; no\y 
it is too late, la farce estjou^, and my curtain ^It- 
most drav^n ; so that if I could, I ^ould no ino^e 
traffic with the world upon my own account : ftiend- 
sbSp only is what I still must always value ; your^, 
surely/ u more than comes to my share. T . 

You are very good to ihquire after my eyest 
they are, indeed, well beyond my expectation' ^ but 
are to me like the miser's go(d, hoarded up as 
imaginary treasure that one wants, at the same time 
that one possesses ; for so much as this letter I have 
not taxed them a long time. I i^all, with attention, 
observe all you recommend to me in the way of 
pdssing my time ; and do daily see reason to respect 
la bt^atellt ; yet are there some places where that is 
too insipid to be made any use or. I have an e^ccel- 
lent chaplain, th»t I employ in reading, and my 
dotnesliq. Handicrafts and gardening do the r^st. 
As for Quadrille, it is a part of enter t&inment only 
for strangers. What shall I say for taking up so 
much of your time? Forgive, dear Dean, your most 
real and faithful humble servant, 

A.KERRY. 



TO THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 
MADAM, . March 20, 1732-3/ 

1 HAD lately the honour of a letter, from yoUr 
grace, which was dated-just a month before it came 
to my hand, and the ten* days since, I have l)een 
much disordered with a giddmess, that I have been 
long subject t<J at uncertain times. This hindered 
me from an acknowledgment of the great favour you 
have done me* Thegreatest unhappiness of my life 
cc 3 
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j« jgrovm a" comfort luidftr Ib6 death ef lay €cietA\ 
I meais xny imtxishtxieilt in this mwenUci jtettnlry^ 
jbr the distapoe I. am. nt^ 4M)a tli^ despair t hev^ of 
«yar s^ii^ my frmhd^) brttier thaa %y « •iinnier'^ 
yi&it ( s^nd this* so late ih my lifey «o. mfcjer tain tn 
Buy healthy and so^mhroHed in tiy Iittie4ifi^«> lai^ 
^ probably never, happen 4 «o Ihat toy jots (s n6t so 
* gceat as that. of ki% other friends, wholiad il al* 
<^ays in their power !to eouV^rse with Max But I 
^ieflyibknea'i yolar giHee's midforiiitle, because I 
greatly fear^ with aU the vtilues ^sid perfciclions 
3yh^h can {)OMibly lieqtttre theiiighest venemtfon tn 
a mortal creature firotn the Worthiest of hutnan kind, 
,you will nev0r be able to pncw» another so tnefiil, 
«o sincere, so vif t«iou§> ^<V dilsihtereste^k ^ ontefctasn- 
ing, so easy> and so bumble A friend^ as ^t jpef soti 
whose death aU gOed men lament, t titi%i 'i» yoer 
letter, and ^nd your gi^e has th^ same thoughts. 
Loss of friends has beeH^ called a tax ^on ion^ Uh, 
And what is worse, it ia then. too. latfe to got others, 
if they were tp be had, for the linger ones are ail 
engaged. I shall never differ fi*6m.yoa in atny thing 
longer, than till yoii dedace iyour opitiion ; because 
I never knew you wrong in any thing, except your 
condescending to have any regard for me ; and 
therefore, all you say-npon the subject of friendship, 
I heartily allow. . But I doubt you are a perverter ; 
for^ sure I wns-fYever capable of GOvipaTiqg the 4oss 
of friends with the loss of money. 1 think we never 
lament the death of a friend upon bis own account, 
but merely on account of his friends, or the public, 
or both ; and hfis, for a per66n in piiv^tte life, was 
as great as possible. How firiel^ von firaick to as 
who are .goii\g out of the world» to Keep oar spirtts, 
without ihforming as where We shall ^id materials I 
Yet I have itxy f&tterers too, who tell nw^ lam^d- 

♦ Mr. e^. «. Dig't -d by Google 
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le^/tnod tohftve retoined -more fipirits :tbtin 'hundreds 
of ethei^ wtio ate Fichei^ yout^ger^ and Wealthier 
than myfielff whioh^ ^XHU^d^ir^ a thousand morti^ 
taMOnsi add«d t<> the ^eri^ct ill ^iU of ev^r^ ojpesk^ 
ture in pewi9r« 2 '4ak^ to be vH hig^ polfni «!' mert^ 
ax weUasanimplioit^bedmnceito ^our graC^'&com- 
saaadsk Neither are Iho^e K^irits (sueh as. they te) 
in the least biroken h^y the honour of Jyinj uoder 
ikse fl&me ctf€Uinst(ineeis> with a <tertain ^cfat f orfiion^ 
iHrhehfi I shall ,hot l»ai^«: ^ betog in disgracte ait 
court. I will excuse your blots ttfsoii pap^r» because 
they ace the only bli^ta that you ever did, or ever 
win make In ihe wW^ jcbucse of yjoul" life. I am 
conbent, up6n .your petition, to .receive the -duke 
and your grace for aiy stewards for that iliunense 
sum ; and in proper time I may come to tliank you, 
as a king does the cOriitnons, for your loyal bfenevo- 
Jence. In the mean while, I humbly entreat your 
grace, that the money may lie where you please, til! 
I presume 4i»tMmb^ yoci with a biU, as my lord duke 
allows me. ^ 

Ohe thing r'fiYid,lhat you are grown \'ery techy 
^nee i lo»t'the dear friepd ^o was <my suppoittier ; 
«otha)t pepha'ps yea maw ^xpcsot I. shall be very du'e- 
ffrl how I oifend you in .words, whereki you: will 
t>e much raidhtken ( for I shall, become ten times 
nVer^e after cofrrectkinw It idsetais Mr. Popey like a 
treaeh0rous.gentieR»n, akowbd yoamy ieiter wbere- 
Hi I mievitkKKf(i^^odti|uaiitt6sthatt you^eoh to have. 
You hnve «iAder^roked thpttJ^fienstve w^rfci^ to «h<»ir 
it ^ald Hbe ,prinrted in rikUifK Wkvct x^oald /( say 
jaore? Ltaiver^w y oar .person sinoe yoti wcipe a 
^Fi> eidcept bwse m ihc dark i(to.give y<au a>bull of 
tht« C6«fiti!y4 ^ ^ '^'vdk ii^t tha jMal'L Yita r Settees 
may possibly ^e:il9ibe^dqpves of your >miiiid<,' and Ifbe 
universal, almost idolatrous esteem you have forced 
from e^ferf .person in ^tfv<oikiftg)daiif<', who ^a^the 
least *egawl for ^i'ttie,'«iJiyftaVe'%€tea'OW!^t>Weur«l 
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by a peculiar art of your ovrn, I roean> that of 
bribing all wise and good men to be your flatterers. 
My literal mistakes are wm-se than your blots. I am 
-subject to them by a sort of innrmity wherein I 
liave few fellow-sufl^rers ; I mean that my heart 
runs before my pen, which it will ever do in a 
greater degree, as long as I am a servant to yonx 

face, I mean, to the last hour of my life and senses. 
am with the greatest respect and utmost gratitude, 
madam, your grace's most obedient, most obliged, 
and most humble servant 

I desire to present my most humble respects and 
thanks to my lord duke of Queensberry. For a man 
of my level, I have as bad a name almost as I de- 
sire ; and I pray God, that those who give it me, 
may never have reason to give me a better. 



FROM LORD CARTERET. 

SIR, • March 24, 1732-3. 

I HAD the fevour of your letter of the 1 9th of 
February. A gentleman leR it at my door. I have 
not heard from him since, though he said he would 
call again, and who he is, I do not kndw. I showed 
it to iny wife and lady Worsley, who will not fail 
to obey your commands, and tease me, if 1 could 
be forgetful of your orders, to attend the cause of 
the city of Dublin wheo it comes into the house. I 
know by experience how much that city thinks 
itself under your protection, and how strictly they 
*used to obey all orders fulminated from the sove- 
reignty of St. Patrick's. I never doubted their com- 
^pliance with you in so trivial a point as a recorder^. 

' * Mr. Sunard was about this time chosen recordenfer the city 
•f Dublin, chiefly at the reconunendatic^n of Dr, Swift. H* 
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You can give any one law and capacity in half an 
hour ; ana if by chance a rake should get those fa- 
culties any other way, you can make the worthy 
citizens beiieVe he h^s uieifi not ; arid you can sus- 
taia any machine in a furred gown. 

I thank y6a f6t the letter by Mr. Pilkington. I 
have seen him twice at a great entertaimneat at my 
lord mayor's, where you was the first toast, t Tike 
the young man very well, and he has great obliga- 
fions to you J of which he seems sensible. 

I hope Dr. Delany is well, and that you see one 
another often, and then the doctor would not hav«i 
leisure to pursue his dissertaftionsf* or to answer the 
reverend prelate! ofa your «ide, who I hear has an- 
swered him. As 1 have .not read the dissertations, so 
I shall not read llie ansW.er ; which, 1 hope, without 
ofiepce 1 may suppose to be your case. Ifso> I 
hope you will endeavour to keep me well with th^ 
doctor, who took It a little unkindly of me that t 
would shut my eyes to such revelation, 90 demon* 
stratied. t have a great esteem for liim, to whick 
nothii3g that he can write upon those subjects can 
make any addition : and therefore, 1 would run no 
risk as io altering my opinion of him by reading his 
books. 

.ThatlieaUh and prosperity may attend you, is my 
sincere wish ; and I entreajt you to believe that I am^ 
with great truth, - ' 

Six, , . 

Vour mo&t luimUe and obedient servant, 

Thvift^hblfe fefn?!y of *iy iHdte^ *Ahd «wil" eottipU. 
Ihenf^, ' ' 

; :Dr. Rttbm 'Qiay!i«n« b^^p tif Kiilaia, J4n. 29, l'7a9 ; trinu 
Uied to Gofik,. D*c,. 19, l^Sa y ai>d ^o Clpgher, Aug. 2^, 1745* 
Heu'vts thje author .of ** A Vindication of the Old and New Testa- 
" meht, &C." aeainst lord Bx)lingbi'<ske, itid e»f ttiany other valu* 
abictr^sftises. N. r^ " 
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TO DR. SHERIDAN. 

Dublin, March 27,- 173S. 

1 RECEIVED your letter with some pleasure, and 
9 good deal of concern. The condition you are in 
requires the greatest haste hither, although your 
school did not ; and when }iou arrive, J will rorce 
Dr. Helsham to see and direct you ; your scheme of 
. riding and country air you find hath not answered, 
and therefore you have nothing to trust to but the 
assistance of a friendly, skilful doctor. For whether 
they can do any good or not ; it is all we have for it : 
andf you cannot afford to die at present, because the 
public, and all your family have occasion ' for you. 
besides, I do not like the place you are in, from 
your account, since you say people are dying there 
so fast. You cannot afford to lose daily blood ; but 
I suppose you are no more regular than you have 
been in your whole life. I like the article very 
much which yon propose in your will ; and if that 
takes place forty years hence, and God for the sins 
' of men should continue that life so long, I would have 
it be still inserted ; ui^jess you could make it a little • 
sharper. I own you have too much reason to com- 
plain of some friends^ who next to yourself have 
done you most hurt, whom still I esteem and fre* 
quent, though I confess I cannot heartily forgive. 
Yet certainly the case was not merely personafma- 
iice to you (although it had tlie same effect) but a 
kind of I know not what job, which one of them 
hatli often heartily repented : however it came to be 
patclied up. lam confident your recollection of 
ton tftoUf, and corttes a rire will be much tlie best ex- 
tant; but you are apt to be terribly sanguine about 
the profits of publishing ; however it shall have all 
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the pushing I can give. I have been much out of 
order with a spice of my giddiness, which began be- 
fore you left us : I am better of late days, but not 
right yet, though I take daily drops and bitters. I 
must do the best I oan, but shall never more be a 
night-walker. You hear they have in England passed 
the excise on tobacco, and by their votes it appears' 
they intend it on more articles. And care is taken 
by some special friends here to have it the same 
way here. We are slaves already. And from my 
youth upward, the great wise men, whom I used to 
be among, taught me, that a general excise (which 
they now by degrees intend) is the m6st direct and 
infiillible way to slavery. Pray G — send it them in 
his justice, for they well deserve it. All your friends 
and the town are just as you left it. I humdrum it 
on, either on horseback, or dining and sitting the 
evening at home, endeavouring to write, but write 
nothing merely out of indolence, and want of spirits. 
No soul has broke his neck, or is hanged, or mar- 
ried ; only Cancerina^ is dead, and I let her go to 
her grave without a coffin and without fees. So , I 
am £oing to take my evening walk after five, having 
not been out of doors yet. I wish you well and sale 
at home ; pray call on me on Sunday night. 

I am yours, &c. 

P. S. I believe there are an hundred literal blunders, 
but I cannot stay to mend them. — So pick as you 
are able. 

I ara not so frank a writer as you. 

* One of those poor people to whom the Dean used to give mo- 
ney when he met them in his walks, some of them he named 
<i»us, partly for distinction, and partly for humour ; Cancerina; 
i>t'umpaoympa, Pullagoivroa, ^riteriUa, FI019, Stjioipbantha. D. %* 
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FROM LORD fiATHU&ST. 

Cirencester, March 29, 1139. 

¥Y MOST DBAE 9fiAN^ 

X AM inddbted to yoa forsoreral 4orapt joipaftt, 
wiiich you have sent me; but I waited to reoeive a 
letter from you, and then wouU liave returned jpoa 
an answer as well as I could. I obeyad fofu com- 
maivds signified in your penuUihne ; I attended .your 
cause; your client happened to be ^l the rigbt^ and 
we are not a little in the wronj^/ that we gave no 
costs. I should have moved, lor them> but i had 
distinguished myself in pressing lords to attend, and 
told so many that I had your conunands so tcr do# 
that I did not thiidc it proper to take^at fisirt .upon 
me, and «o49ody 4eise would do it ; th^pefore givseme 
leave to tell you, that .you are booitd in cousdeiice 
to pay that ^poor man iOOl. He moaid cer^^dnly 
have had that sum, 41* you tbadnot inttf posed in that 
perepiptory manner. 

As to your last ordens, in relation to4iie SuUin 
cause, I take it lor granted you a» in thf wrang. 
All corporatioos of men are perpetually doing injus- 
tice to individuals. I will attend it, Jbu.t apn ^ n^icjly 
prejudiced against thei9, as it 1^ possible^ ti^p\^ i 
Know nothing of the man, nor the matter i,n <|Qes^ 
tion. I have oflen reflected, (from ^hat cause it 
arises I know not) that though the majority of a so- 
ciety ar9 honest men, s^nd wpal4 act/ >epara^Iy^j^th 
sqm^ hum^pity^ andaccpr^i^g tp tJbpriMe^ ^c^f .Q^tfltli-- 
ty; yet, conjunctively, <they pee hacdbenrb^ det^r* 
nioed vfNain«. 1 know physicians^' who, ^fyon^ake 
them out of their practice, are very good sort of men : 
but, was there ever in the world a consultation of 
themt that tended to any thing else than robbery and 
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nmrder? Do the body of lawycn think of Anj thin^ 
tke$ fattt to plunder and destroy the nest o^ mankind ? 
Ja «bort^ diere is no corporaium to be exoeplvd out 
of this general rule, but the two houses of parlia- 
raent ; and all asMtisblieft of diTines* wheresoeyer^ 
diftpened over the christian world.' So much for the 
Dublin cause. 

Now, I must tell you, I want exceedingly to see 
you here; and I wottU have you come just about 
Midsummer. If you come & moment before that 
time, you will fiuo the paidlaoieat «ittiag, all in a 
flame about excises ; and ^o into what company yoji 
will, you can hoar of nothing else. I reckon by that 
time we shall separate, and then I come down to jhir 
pkee tn fitfmHe, (where I am now only a sojourner 
for tli«ee days) »nd you ^all%e better accornmodated 
than you were kst time you was here. I can assure 
you, I have made great alterations ; and 'to speak' 
modestly, I fhJrfk I may say H is by much the hnest 
place in En^and. What Ireland may produce I 
catmot teH. rope has promised to come down ; and 
it ig time for him to retire, for he has made the town 
teo hot t^lioW him.*. 

Poor }ohn G«y ! we shall see him no more ; but 
he iw^lll ftlwsys be remembered by those who knew 
hifti, wi<!b a tender concern. I want to know how 
yo«i -do, imd what you are dding. I suspect ypu are 
guown very 'idle-: *for I have not Tieard of anjr produc- 
tion iframthflt1enile%rain of yours a great whil^. And 
besides, 4ibe ^retftest mark pf idleness thstt I know^ 
is the mtndmg of other' fjeopl^s business. You 
that used tO'TC employed in supporting or pulling 
down ministers, in instructing or diverting man- 
kind, in inflaming -kingdoms, or pacif34ng. contend- 

*Prob;»bly by th« pubUcaliHi .uf.tbe £tit aariw xif the second 
book of Horace imitated, in a dialogue between Alexander Pope, 
£Kq. on the one part, and his learned counsel on the other ; pub- 
lished February 1132.3. B. • , • 

VOL. XVUI. O D ^' . 
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ine parties, nov^ seem to be dwindled into an Irish 
solicitor. . I expect- to see you in a dirty brown 
coat, with a little green bag under your arm* How* 
ever, let me see you. if 1 cannot laugh with you, 
«8 I used to do, 1 will laugh at you ; for I am re- 
solved to laugh as long as 1 live. So, my dear little 
pettifogger^ adieu. 



FROM LORD MASHAM. 

SIR, London, April 7, 1 7 33. 

X HOPE you will excuse me tHat I have not an- 
swered your letter sooner ; but I shall not be back- 
ward in obeying your comfnands, by attending the 
cause you mention, when it comes into the bouse. I 
shall not fail speaking to those few lords I can be so 
free with, to attend also; and shall rejoice if U should 
be determin,ed to your satisfaction : and I have good 
reason to believe it will^ being fully convinced, that 
you can interest yourself in nothing but where jus- 
tice is uppermost. We have long flattered ourselves 
-with the hopes of having your good company here. 
I am sure there is no family in this kingdom wishes 
to see you more than that of the Mashams, who 
will always have you in remembrance, for your 
health and welfare. ^ I doubt not but you hear m>ni 
better hands the state of our affairs, in xelation to 
the excising tobacco and wine, therefore shall not 
trouble you upon that subject.; and shall on)y desire 
your farther commands wherein I am capable to serve 
you ; assuring you, that I am, with great esteem, and 
^aith. Sir, 

Your most faithful and humble servant, 

MASHAM. 

' Qfgitized by VjOOQ IC" 
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POSTSCRIPT BY LADY MASHAM. 

SIR, 

There are few things in life would give me more 
joy than to see you again in this part of the worlS. 
Let yoor friends nave that pleasure ; for, in doing it 
jou win oblige a vast number of people ; but nobody 
more, my dear Mr. Dean, than your affectionate 
ikumble servant, 

A. MASHAM. 



FJlOM THE DUCHESS OF QUEENSBERRY. 

DEAR SIR, April 12, 1733. 

I RECEIVED yours of the 23d of March, Per- 
petual pains in my head have hindered me from writ- 
mg till this moment, so you see you are nat the 
oiuy person that way tormented. I dare believe 
there are a» many bad heads m England as in Ire- 
land; I am sure none. worse than my own; that I 
am made for pain, and pain £qt me ; for, of late, we 
have been inseparable. It is a most dispiriting dis- 
temper. And bring on pain of mind, whether real 
, or imaginary, it is all one. . 

While I had that very sincere.good friend, I could 
sonaetimes lay open all my rambling thoughts, and he 
and :I would often view and dissect them ; but now 
thery come and go, and I seldom find out whether 
they be right or wrong, or if there be any thing in 
thenv. Poor man! he was most truly everything 
youicould say oH him. I have lost, in him, the use- 
fullest limb of qiiy mind. This is an odd expression ; 
but I c^pnot explain my notion otherwise. 

J deny that I am techy ; yet am going to seem 

D D 2 



SO again, by assuring you my letters are never false 
copies -of «iy mind. They are often, I bciHere> im«> 
perfect ones of an imperfect mind ; (which, how- 
ever, to do it justice, often directs me bettor tiian I 
act.) Though I will not take upon m^-to dedftre 
my wa^ of thinking to be eternally the saine, yet 
whatever I write Is at that in&tant true*^ I .WQvId 
xather tell a lie than Write U down ; tor wurds »» 
wind it is said ; but the midring a memorandw9» of 
one's own false heart, would stare one kk tbe (90t 
immeditttelyi and should put one out of countenance. 
Now, as a proof of my unsettled way of thinking, 
and of my smcerity, I shall tell you, that I am not 
so much m the wrong as you observed I was in my 
last : for« my regard to you U lessened extremely, 
since I d)served you are just Tike most other people, 
viz. disobliged at trifles, and obliged at^notbings ; 
for what else are bare words ? Therefore pray nevy 
i>e!teve 1 wish 'to serve you, till you have tried nef 
till then piateatations are bribes, by which I may 
only mean to gain the friendship of a valuable m*n» 
Attd. therefore ought to be suspected. I scMimi make 
any ifor diat reason; co that if I h«V6 Ihepecaiiar 
bappineas to have any wise and good people my 4lftt- 
ierers, Ood knows how J ca(;ie by it; out«at« ik>- 
ihmgcan equal such glory^ except that of having &e 
Billy And bad j>eople my enemies. 

Here I think we agree. You declare that M'^udi 
can depress your spiptts ; and if our constitutions are 
alike, I will notaaly preach «pgood spirits, 'buftpie^ 
aoribe the materials that have ever agreed with*me. If 
any body lias done me an injury, they ^ave hurt 
themselves mone than me. If they ^iv» me nn iU 
^ame j[uniess they have my help) I shall not deserve 
it. If fools shun my company, it is because >I am 
s»t like them ; if people make me angry, they only 
raise my spiiiifs ; and if they wish me ilt,'I wtH be 
i»«ii «Ui^ K4|t>d8ome, wise and happy, IUmI -every 
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thing, except a day younger than I am, and that is a 
hncy I nevet yet saw becoming to man or woman, 
so it cannot excite eitVy. Here I have betrayed to 
you the devilishness of my temper ; but I deckre to 
you, nothhig ever enlivened me half so much, as un- 
just ill usage, either directed to mys^f or to nay 
friends. The very reverse happens to me, when I 
am. t;oQ well spoken of : for I am sorry *to find I do 
not deserve it all. This humbles me as much too 
, much as the other exalts ; sp I hope you will not be 
too civil, since I have declared the consequence. 

I am in great hopes you will make us a visit this 
summer; for though I have a sensible satisfaction 
by conversing with you in this way, yet I love 
mightily to look in the person's face lam speakihg 
to. By that one sodn learns to stop when it is wished, 
or to mend what is said amiss. 

Your' stewards will take great care of your money ; 
but you must first direct us to your friend Mr. 
LauhceloU, (ill spelt to be sure), and order him to 
give up Mr. Gay's note, on his sister's paying the 
money to his' grace, who will give him his' note for 
the money, or send it to yoii as you order. And s^s 
to what interest is due to you, I suppose you have 
kept some account- 

By this time. you must be too much tired, to bear 
.reading one word more ; therefore I will make no 
excuses. Pray employ me ; for I want to be certain 
vrhetherT know my own mind or not : for something 
OF other often teUs me, that I should be very happy 
to be of any use to you. Whether it be true or false, 
neither you or I can be positive, till an opportunity 
shows ; but I . do really think, that I am, dear siir„ 
most sincerely 

Yours, &c. 
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rROM CHARLES FORD, Esq. 

i AM tgvtreftnely conccmed to hear die bad sfcite of 

iOttf heaWi. I have often wished that yoa would 
e more moderate in your walks ; for, though riding 
has iklways been allowed to be good for a giady heaq, 
1 ne^r heard walking prescribed for a ^trartj, or aiyr 
ailment in the leg v and the violent sweats you .put 
'yourself into, are apt to give colds, and I doubt' oc- 
Casioii much of your other disorder. I am'cbniideut 
you would find yourself better hei'e,; and even ihe 
journey Would be of great use to vou. Iwws vastly 
pleaded to hear my lord mayor talk of the delight' Tie 
should have in seeing you this jear, that he might 
show you a creature oi his own making. He has 
behaV^ed himsdf «o weft in his public capacity, that 
whether it be his humility or his pride, he deserves 
to be gratified. 

I could heartily wish your other complaints were 
as much without ibundation, as that of having lo$t 
liatf your memory, und all your invention. I will 
venture to prx>nounce vou have more left of the 
'first than most men, and of the last than anj.maii 
now alive. While the excises were d^pendmg, vou 
"Were expected every day ; for it was ^aid, why 
lihould he not show as much regard for the liberty of 
llngland, as he did for the money of Ireland? I wisji 
vou had been here, though ihe affair, in my opinioq^ 
Is happily ended. Many people were offended that 
-the bills were dropped, and not xejected> and thip 
authors of the scheme le^ unpunished. It was abso- 
lutely impossible to have carried it otherwise. You 
have heard sir Robert Walpole, and one or two more 
coming out of the house* were insulted. A few of 
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<hiit rtbble have beec seized with the ringleader^ 
who protMis to be a Nprfolk man ; no enemy to ex- 
ci«9S» but ^9» ept'^re dependant upoa the outraged 
pevs<»n. Though the Fejoicings were 2|s great; and 
a^rMijiv^fwl a^ ever were knoiyn, there was no yip- 
l^f^ew^jsu^ihe breaking a very few windows, w)^&e 
^WB^rS(iiadi^hov^|i an untimey thrift of their eddies* 
I.foretoU.,ij[ei4ejr what his ^king wonld cose^ to$ 
lait;the ffi^i^rpf ,iS<^iUhamptqn immediately prin^ 
I^ fe%i if t|0r> »vbi<?h was&hort, and ea^tremely .pro- 
per. HNidfliil^^^pponentat Jthe)Oi?Kt election, hav-r 
KMT vot/eid fee thei;«yGi$(9, will not dace to show hiin« 
f^ i9 th^ forp^a^ion ; «nd Henley, after the divi** 
«iw, thankt^.hifn forhaving, bythat vote, bestowed 
\nm fifeQiiiaMft^^rtdpquBds, ******** 

I 'Jiftvie :|^ffial. bftpe^ .this fine piiid .wieather wiil set 
yow righi* aypd lq«g fio ^>ear ypu ,are preparing for 

H ^n) ^aost entirely your jgeat^ulj &c. . 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Bath, Nov. 1*, I72«. 

1 HAVE passed six week^ in quesj of healthy an<J 
ibimd it not ; but I found the folly of solicitude about 
it in a hundred instances ; the contianety of opi- 
nions and practices., the inability of physicians^ the 
blind obedience of some patients, and as blind rebel- 
lion of others. I believe at a certain (in>e of life, men 
«ire either fools or -physicians for themselves ; an3 
j^alots, or divines for themselves. 

It was mwch in ray hqpes that you intended us a 
winter's visit, but last week 1 repented that wish^ 
having been -alarmed with a report of your Ij^ing iU 
on the road from Ireland ^ from which I am just re* 
iiQved by an assurance that you are stfll at sir Ar- 



308 LETTERS T6 AND FROM OR. SWIFT;' - 

Ihur's* planting and building ; two things that I ehVy 
you for, beside a third, which is the society of a '^- 
fuable lady. I conclude, though I know nothing 
6f it that you quarrel with her, and abuse her evefy 
day, if she is so. "I wonder I hear of no lanip6oAs 
upon her, either made by yourself, or l^ others 
because you esteem her. ' I think it a Vast pleasure 
that whenever two people of merit regard one ano- 
ther, ^ many scoundrels envy and are angry at 
them ; it is bearing testimony to a merit they Can- 
not reach ; and if you keep the infinite content I bave 
received of late, at the finding yours and my name 
d*istantly united in any silly scandal, I think you 
would go near to sing lo Triujnphe ! and celebrate 
my happiness in ..vers6 5 and I believe if you will 
not, I shall. The inscription to the Dunciad is now 
'printed and inserted in the poem. Do you care I 
should say any thing farther how much that poem is 
yours } since certainly without you, it had never 
been. Would to God we were together for the 
rest of our lives ! the whole weight of scribblers 
would just serve to find us amusement and not more. 
I hope you are tooAvell employed to mind them: 
every stick you plant, and every stone you lay is to 
some purpose; out the business of such, lives as 
theirs, is but to die daily, to labour, and raise no- 
thing. I only wish we could comfort each Other 
under our boaily infirmities, and let those who have 
so great a mind to have more wit than we, win it 
and wear it. Give us but ease, health, peace, and 
fair weather ! I think ijt is the best wish in the world, 
and you know whose it was. If I lived in Ireland, 
I fear the wet climate would endanger more than my 
life my humour and health, I am so atmospherical 
a creature. 

I must not omit acquainting you, that what you 
Jieard of tlie words spoken of you in the drawing 
Sir Arfhur Achesoa's. N. A " 
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room was not true. The sayings of princes are ge- 
nerally as ill related as the sayings of wits. To such 
reports little of our regard should be given, and less 
of our conduct influenced by them. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, Feb. 13, 1728-d. 

I LIVED very easily in the country : sir Arthur is 
a Qian pf sens^^ and a scholar^ l){eis a good voice, and 
BUy lady a better ; sihe is perfectly well bred, and de* 
sirous to improve her understanding, which is very 
good, but cultivated too much like a fine lady, Sh!^ 
. was my pupil there, and severely chid when ^heread 
wrong; with that, and walking, and making twenty 
Kttle amusing improvements, and writing femUy 
verses of mirth by way of libels on ray Jady, rav 
time passed very well and in very great order ; ina- 
jiitdy better than here^ where I kee no creatyre.but 
itky servants and my old presbytqrian house-keepef , 
denying myself to every fcody, UU I shall recover my 
^«rs. 

The account of a^nother lord lieutenant was only 
in a common newspaper, when I was in the country ; 
and if it should have happened to be true, I would 
have desired to have had access to him as .the situa- 
tion I am in requires. But this renews the grief for 
the death of our friend Mr, Cong re ve *, whom I 
loved frpm my youths and who surely, beside bis 

* He was certainly one of the most polite, pleasing, aad well 
bred men of all his contemporaries. And it might have been 
faid of him, ,as of Cowley, " You would not, froBfi his convei' 
sation, baveicnown him to have been a wit and ^ po«t, it was .99 
unassuming and courteous." Swift had always a great regard and 
affection for him ; and introduced him, though a strenuous whi^, 
tp the favour qf lord Oxford. It is remarkable, that on the first 
Vublication, Congreve thought ** the Tale of a Tub" gross and 
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Other talents, was a very agreeable companion. He 
had the ^misfortune to squander away a very good 
constitution in his younger days ; and I think a maa 
of sense and merit like him, is bound in conscience 
to preserve his health for the sake of his friends, as 
well as of himself. Upon his own account I could 
not much desire the continuance of his life, under so 
much pain, and so many infirmities. Years have not 
yet hardened me ; and I have an addition of weight 
on my spirits ^ince we lost him ; though I saw him 
so seldom, and possibly if he had lived on^ should 
» never have seen him more. I do not only wish as 
you ask me, that I was unacquainted with any de- 
serving person, but almost, that I never had a friend. 
Here is an ingenious good humoured physician, a 
fine gentleman, an excellent scholar, easy in his for- 
tunes, kind to every body, has abundance of friends, 
entertains them often and liberally ; they pass the 
evening with him at cards, with plenty of good meat 
and wine, eight or a dozen together ; he loves them 
all, and they him ; he has twenty of these at com- 
mand ; if one of them dies, it is no more than poor 
Totn ; he gets another, or takes up with the rest, 
and is no more moved than at the Ipss of his cat ; he 
oiSends nobody, is easy with every body — is notthis 
ihe truly happy man ? I was describing him to my 

lady A , who knows him too, but she hates him 

mqrtally by my character, and will not drink his 
health : I would give half my fortune for the. same 
temper, and yet I cannot say I love it, for I do not 
love my lord who is much of the doctor's na- 
ture. I hear Mr. Gay's second dpexa, which you tnen- 
tion is forbid ; and then he will be once more fit to 
be advised, and reject your advice. Adieu. 

insipid. — Swift, in a copy of verses to Dr. Delany, drew a picture 
pf Congreve's fortune and situation, which is unfair and over- 
charged; For the honour of government, Congreve had several 
good places conferred on him, and enjoyed an affluent income." 
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TO LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Dublin, March 2\, 1729. 

Y OU tell me you have not quitted the design of 
collectine, writing, &c. This is the answer of every 
sinner who defers his repentance, I wish Mr. Pope 
were as great an urger as I, who long for nothing 
more than to see truth under your hands, laying aU 
detraction in the dust — I/find myself disposed every 
year, or rather every month, to be more angry and 
revengeful ; and jny rage is so ignoble, that it de- 
scends even to resent the folly and baseness of the en- 
slaved people among whom I live. I knew an old 
lord in Leicestershire who amused himself with 
mending pitchforks and spades for his tenants gratis. 
Yet I have higher ideas left, if I were nearer to ob- 
jects on which I might employ them ; and contemn- 
ing my private fortune, would gladly cross the chan- 
nel and stand by, while my betters were driving the 
i)oars out of the garden, if there be any probable ex- 
pectation of such an endeavour. When I was of 
your age I often thought of death, but now after a 
dozen years more, it is never out of my mind, and 
terrifies me less. I conclude that Providence has 
ordered our fears to decrease wilh our spirits ; and 
yet I love la bagatelle better than ever : for finding 
it troublesome to read at night, and the company 
here growing tasteless, I am always writing bad prose, 
or worse verses, either of rage or raillery, whereof 
some few escape to give offence, or mirth, and the 
rest are burnt. . * • 

They print some Irish trash in London, and charge 
it on nie, which you will clear me of to my friends, 
for all are spurious except one paper*; for which 

* " A Libel on Dr.Delany and a certain grtatLwd." 

WykRBVi^Toir. 
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Mr. Pope very lately chid me. I remember your 
lordship used to lay, that a few ^ood speakers 
would in time carry any point that was right ; and 
that the comnioa diethod of a majority, by calling to 
-the question, would never hold long when reason 
was on the other side. Whether politics do not 
change, like gaming, by the invention of new tricks, 
I am ighorant: but I believe in your time you would 
^^ver, as a minister, have sufferqJ an act to pass 
' thfoQgh the* House of Commons, only because you 
were sure of a majority in the House of Lords, to 
throw it out ; because it would be unpopular, and 
consequently a loss of reputation. Yet this we are 
told has been the Case in the qualification bill relat- 
ing to pensioners. It should seem to me that cor- 
ruption, like avarice, has no bounds. I had oppor- 
tunities to know the proceedings of your ministry 
better than any other man of my rank ; and having 
not much to do, I have often compared it with these 
last sixteen years of a profound peace all over Eu- 
rope, and we running seven million^ in debt. I am 
forced to play at smau game, to set the beasts here a 
iftadding, merely for w-ant of better game. Tentanda 
wa est qua me quogue passim *, S^c, — The Devil take 
those politics, where a dunce might govern for a do- 
zen years together, I will come in person to Eng- 
land, if I am provoked, and send for the dictator 
from the plough. I disdain to say, mihz prmleritos 
-ji-but oruda deo viridisque senecttis f. Pray my lord 
fcow are the gardens ? have you taken down the 
mount, and removed the yew heckes ? have you not 
bad weather for the spring corn ^ has Mr. f ope gone 

• " New ways I must attempt, my groveUing name 
ToMTSejfloft, and vrlhg rtif flight to fame/' S. 

f •* O could I turn to that fair prime again ! 
-■ — y I t ■ ■ fBt io Iws j/^AFS are seen 
A iQ^Vl^ vigour, and autumnal green.'5o^<e 
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farther in bk ethic poems ? and is the head land sown 
with wheat ? and what says Foljbius ? and how does 
my lord 8t. John? which last question is very mate-: 
rial la me, because I love burgundy , and riding be- 
tween 't'wickenbam and Dsiwley. I built a walT five 
years ago, and whan the masons played the knaves, 
nothing delighted me so much as to stand by while 
fny servants threw dovitt what was amiss. I have 
likewise seen a monkey overthrow all the dishes and 
plates in a kitchen, merely tor the pltosure of seeing 
them tumble, and hearing the datter they made in 
iimt flilU I wish you. would invite me to such anotlier 
entertainment; but you think as I ought to think, that 
it is tB»e ifor me to have done with the world; and 
so I would, if I could get into a better, before I was 
called into t^ best, and not die here in a rage, like 
a poisoned r«t in a hole* I wonder you are not 
ashamed to letine pine away iu tbis kinj^cdom, whiii» 
you are oitt of power. 

I come from looking over the melange above writ* 
teii> and declare it to t)e a true copy of my piesent 
disposition, which must needs please yoa since no- 
thing Was ever more displeasing to myself. I de- 
sire yon to present my mosi humbtt respects to Ji^y. 
My. 



TO LORD BOLlNGBROKE. 

DMin, April's, 1729. 

I DO ttot think it could be possible ibr me to hear 
better news than that of jrour geltitig over your' 
scurvy suit, which always hung as a dead weigtit on 
my heart; } 4iated it in all its ciroumstancesi as it 
aMoted your iaitMie and >quieti and ia a utuatioo M'\ 
life that must make it every way veiSB4i6fu»» AaAm 

VOL. XVIJI. £ £ 
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I am infinitely obliged to yoU for the jastice you da 
me in supposing your affairs do at least concern me 
as much as my own ; so I would never have par- 
doned your omitting it. But before I go on, I can- 
not forbear mentioning what I read last summer in a 
Bewspaper, that you were writing the history of your 
own times. I suppose such a report might arise 
from what was not secret among your friends, of 
your intention to write another kind of history ; 
which you often promised Mr. Pope and me to do : 
I know he desires it very much, and I am sure I de- 
sire nothing more for the honour and love I bear 
you, and the perfect knowledge I have of your pub- 
lic virtue. My lord, I have no other notion of eco- 
nomy than that it is the parent of liberty and ease, 
and I am not the only friend you have who has chid 
ou in his heat for the neglect of it, though not with 
lis mouth, as I have done. For there is a silly error 
in the world, even among friends otherwise very 
good, not to intermeddle with men's affairs in such 
nice matters. And my lord, I have made a maxim, 
that should be writ in letters of diamonds, that a 
wise man ought to have money in his head, but not 
in his heart*. Pray my lord inquire whether your 
prototype, my lord Digoy, after the restoration when 
he was at Bristol, did not take some care of his for- 
tune, notwithstanding that quotation I once sent you 
out of his speech to the House of Commons ? In my 
conscience^ I believe Fortune, like other drabs, va- 
lues a man gradually less for every year he lives J I 
have demonstration for it ; because if I play at pi- 
quet for sixpence with a man or woman two years 
younger than myself, I always fose ; and there is a 
young girl of twenty who never fails of winning my 

. * " 1 am afraid tbat he bad ixv>ney as much in his heart as his 
Mad, As he mdmioced in years, he grew shamefully partimo- 
oipvs.'* Da«WAaTON. 
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money at backgammon^ though she iaa bungler, and 
the game be ecclesiastic, ^s to the public, I con- 
fess nothing could cure my itch of meddling with it 
but these frequent returns of deafness, which have 
hindered me from passing Ia.st winter in London ; yet 
I cannot but consider the perfidiousness of some peo- 
ple, whoi I thought, when I was last there, upon a 
change that happened,, were the most impudent in 
forgetting their professions that I have ever known. 
Pray will you please to take your pen, and blot m^ 
out that political maxim from whatever book it is in> 
that Res nohmt diu male admimstrari I the common- 
ness makes me not know who is the author, but sure 
he must be some modern. 

I am sorry for lady Bolingbroke's ill health ; but I 
protest I never knew a very deserving person of that 
.sex, who had not too much reason to complain of ill 
health. I, nev^r wake without finding life a more 
insignificant thing than it was the day before : which 
is one great advantajge I get by living in this country, . 
.where there is nothing I shall be sorry to lose. But 
iny greatest misery is recollecting the soene of twenty 
years past, and then all on a sudden dropping into 
the present. I remember, when I was a little boy, 
1 felt a great fish at the aid of my line which I drew 
up aknost on the ground, but it dropped ini and jthe 
disapp>ointment vexes me to this very day, and I be- 
lieve it was the type of all my future disappointments. 
I .should be ashamed to say this to you, if you had 
not a spirit iitter to bear your own misfortunes, than I 
have to think of them. 'Is there patience left to re- 
flect, by what qualities wealth and greatness are got, 
and by what qualities they are lost ? I have read my 
friend Congreve's verses to lord Cobham, which end 
with a vile and false moral, and I remember is not in 
•Horace to Tibullus, which he imitates; "that all 
^t^'mes are equally, virtuous and vicious :*' wherein hb 
dIHers from all poets, , philosophers, and chf|$tiax)s 
1^2 ^ ' o 
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<ih«t ^evar writ. It is more pobsbie that there may 
be an equal quantity of virtiieft always in the World, 
fcut M>metimes there maj be a peck of it in Asia, 
aftd hardly a thimbleftiU in Europe. 3ut if there be 
fKi virtue, there is abundance ot sincerity ; fori wiU 
ipemture ail I am worth, that there is not one human 
creature in power, who will not be roodoftt enough 
4o eonfws that he proceeds wholly upon a principle 
ot' corruption : I say this because X have a scheme, 
4n spite of your notion$, to govern England upon the 
|>Fincrples of virtue, an^ when the nation is ripe for 
>t, I desire you will send for me. I huve learned this 
by Mng Ikhe a hermit, hy which I aA |fot badcward 
about nineteen hundred years in the ^ra of the -world, 
and begin to wonder at the wickedness of men. I 
4iine alone upon half a tlish of meat, mix water wkb 
my wine, walk ten miles a <lay, and read Baronius *. 
mc estpiicit epiatola ad dom. Motingbroke, 4* M^t^ 
#a{ amieufn Pope. 

Having finished mjf letter to Ari^ippa^ I now 
begin to you. I was m great pain about Mi^. Pope, 
baving heard from others that she was in a yery 
^ngerous way, which made me thindc it uneeason* 
cMe to trouble you. I am ashamed to tell you, that 
when I was very young I had more desise to be 
famoas than ever since ; and ifame, like all tbin^ 
iplse in this life, grows with me every day mqre a 
trifle. But you who are so much younger, although 
vou want that health you deserve^ yet your spirits are 
as vigorous as if your body were sounder. I hate a 
crowd where I have not an easy place to see and be 
seen. A great library always makes me meiaA.chply f, 

* 1>r.>Hawk«s«irorCh observes thatBaPomui 'vas ttie ^nly .pieoe 
of Church History that waft fi>u<td Jm hi s Ubraiy . But- it Ap^fftfi* 
t}^t he potiess^d alio the Magdcbu^h ^ixile^ticjiL Bi«U>rijV*i 
^pd had diU^ently read them. N. 

f In Montesquieu's Persian XietterSi l^ere |s afl ^ido^lrabUt one 
vponthii subject. Da.WARToa.' Dg.^^by Google 
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where the best author is as much squeezed, and as 
obscure, as a porter at ^ coronation. In my own 
little library, I value the corapilements of Graevius 
and Grono^ius, which make thirty-one volumes in 
folio (and were^givcn me by my lord Bolingbroke) 
more than all my books besides ; because whoever 
CQmes into my ;clp!)et, casts \\i$ eyes immediately 
upon them, and will not vouch safe to look upon 
Plato or Xcnopj^on. 1 telf you it is almost incredible 
how opinions change by the decline or decay of 
spirits, and I will farther tell ygu, that all my endea.- 
vt>ttrs, from a bpy, to, distinguish myself, were only 
for want of a great tftle and fortune, that 1 might be 
used like a lord byifiq^ei who have an opinion pf my 
parts ; .whether right pr Wfong, it is nogreat matter ; 
and so the reputation of, wit or great learning does 
the office of a bliie rijband, of of a coach and si^ 
horses. To be renuembered for ever on the account 
of our friendship, is what would Exceedingly pleasp 
me ; but yet I never Ipyed to mal^e a visit, or be seen 
walking with my betters, because they get all the 
eyes and civilities from me. I no sooner writ this 
than I corrected myself, atid Iremembered sir Fulk 
Grevil's epitaph, " Here lies, &c. who was friend 
!to sir Philip Sidney.*' And therefore I most heartily 
thank you for your desire that I would record our 
friendship in verse, which if I can succeed in, I will 
never desire to write one more line in poetry while 
I live. You must present my humble service to Mrs. 
Pope, and let her know I pray for her continuance in 
the world, for ber own reason, that she may live to 
take c?ire of you. 



»e3 
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TOM».PfiPJE. 

... ;^ttgr. ii,47t^. 

I AM very sensible that in 'a'Xhtfoer letter ItaBccd 
tcrv weakr^ of my own affairs, atid of my imperfect 
wishes and desires, "which "however J find with some 
comfort dp now daily decline, very suitably to ray 
,statc of health for some months past. For my head 
is never petfectly free from giddiness, ^nd especi- 
ally toward night; Yet my disorder is very mode- 
r^te, and I have been without a fit of deafness this 
half year;, so I am lijce a horse, which, tho^gh off 
his mettle; can trot ontblerably j and this comparison 
jmts me in mind to add that I am returned to be a 
tider,'whereih I wish you would imitate me. As to 
Ihis- cfountry,* there have l^^en three terrible years 
dearth of corn, and every* place . strowed with beg- 
•^ars'; but dearths are <^bcnmop in better climates, 
and our evils here lie much deeper. Imagine a.-na- 
tion the two thirds of ^^ hose revenues are spent out 
of it, and who are nqt permitted to trade with the 
other third, and where tne pride of women will not 
suffer them to wear th^tir own manufactures, even 
where thej excel what come from abroad : this is the 
true slate of Ireland in a very few words. These 
evjls operate more every day, and the Itingdom is ab- 
solutely undone, as I have been telling ofte;i in print 
these ten years past. 

What 1 have' said requires forgiveness, but I had a 
mind for once to let you know the state of our affairs, 
and my reason for being more moved than perhaps 
becomes a clergyman, and a piece of a philosopher : 

* There are many acute and new ob*ervations oa ihc state of 
Ireland in Berkeley's " Querist,*' by which he appears to be as 
great a patriot and politician as in his other works he is a phiioM* 
pher and divine. Warburton. r^^^^i 
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an^ pcrbaps'tbe iiK^a^ of y«arsand difprders niay 
hop^ for «Qme ajlowi^pc^ to complainis, /^ep^ajaUy 
w{)en I m^y call my^^f a stronger in a strange land. 
As to popr M^9. .P(^ ^if «b9 bf^J&tiH klive) I h^rtil/ 
fitv ^9^ aiKl piiy kof ; h^r gr^ f^ieiy ;9fi(} vkim^ 
-will t/i^Uibly BQ^? ber happy in a baiter liC^, axvcl 
k^r gFeat age has «Bwi^ her fully rim for lieaveo 
ai^ liiegr^ve>and her bi9«i frieods wiUnip^^'wish her 
^aft^ pf h(sr labour^ wbfn she has $o j|i»ny goo4 
w^iil&s tp &lk>v7 them. Tbe lo«s yoo will fe^l by the 
want of her caro and kipdni9f»> I k0OW very weji ; bj»i 
she has amply done her part> as you have yours. 
One reason why I wm4d l»ve you in Ireland when 
you shall be at your own disposal^ is, that you may be 
master of two or tfir^ years ^ov^m^s, provisos frttgis 
in 0mws o^iu, so as not to be pinched in the least 
when years increase, and perhaps your health in^- 
pairs: and when tiiis kingdom is utterly ^t an end, 
ybU may support nje for the few yes^rs I shall happen 
to live ; and who knows but^ou 4na^* pay me exorbi- 
tant interest for the spoonful of wine, ajjd scraps of 
a chicken it njay cost me to feed you ? i ^m confident 
you have too mudh reason to complain of ingratitude ; 
for I fiever yet kttev^a»y peirioj}».tom» leAti) pirt so 
heartH^y disposed as you are, to 4o gotod offiges to 
ptfiers, without the least private view. 

Was it a jjasgonade to please me, that you sai4 
yoHiT iottm^ was incxea^ea lOPl. a yejEur .s^nce I left 
yott ? 3KM should have ioid me htKkW, Thorn .mM^ 
dia teneetuti are eit^i^siely destraUey if they ceul4 
he got with jq,stice, and without avarice ; of which 
yice, jlhoi^gh i cannot char^ge myjielf yet, uor feel 
.«&y fifiproAcbefi towajrd k, yet^p usui^rvtoore wishest 
•to he richer, cn: ratlier io he ^mw of his se&ts^ But 
J jam not half .^ mpdersite as you, iix I declare I can- 
ppt live ss^^j under double to \^at you are satisfied 
with. - 
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I hope Mr. pay will keep h« 3000I:* and. live 
on the interest without decreasing the principal one 

r5nny ; but I do not like your seldom seeing him. 
hope he is grown more disengaged fiom his intent- 
ness on his owrn ttf^ks, which I ever disliked, and 
is quite the reverse t6you, unless you are a very dex- 
trous disguiser. I desire my humble service to lord 
Oitford, lord Bathnrst, and particularly to Mrs. Bloupl, 
but to no lady at court. God bless you for being a 
greater dupe than I : I love that character too my- 
self, but I want ypur charity. Adieu. 



It 



' FROM MR, POPE. 

Oct 9, 1729. 
pleases me that you received my books at last j 
but you have never once told roe if you apprqve of 
the whole, or disapprove not of some parts, of the 
commentary, ^c. It was my principal aim in the 
entire work to perpetuate the friendship between 
us^ and to shpw that thp friends or thp enemies of 

*He gained, we see, a considerable sum by his writiags.— • 
Enough ba$ been said of Milton's selling his Paradise Lost for ten 
pounds. Tonson gave Dryden only two hundred and £fty guine;(s 
for ten thousand verges to make up the volume of his " Fables.'* 
It may be of use to inform youog adventurers^ that Thomson sold 
iiis "Winter** to Millar for pnly three ^ineas. Hrf gained but 
lirtlie more for his Spring. The year after, when he rose io re- 
puution, 1798, Andrew Millar gave him fifty guineas for his 
'* Summer.'* This was his first eonne^iqn with Thu^isony whom 
be ever afterward honoured and assisted if called upon. Dr. Young 
received of Dodsley two hundred guineas for the first three 
•* Night Thoughts." 0r. Akenside one hundred and twenty 
guineas for his " Pleasures of Imagination'' ; and Mallet the same 
sum for his " Amyntor and Theodora.'* Some modern booksel- 
lers behave to authors with much liberality and generosity. Dr. 
" Warton ; who here speaks feelingly, having then just received 
5001. for his edition of Pope*8 Works, N. 
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4>m w«r«i i)ie ffWpds Qr enei9ies of the otb^r ; if in 
^1^ partic^W^ smy thipg tx$ stft^d or |n^^^iQ|;^d ifi 
1^ di^eu-ent no^nuer from what ygu like^ pray tell 
^eiie^ys ili^tthe new ^itioDs i)ow goining oi^t 
beri^i way kave it rectified. You ytiH 6n4 .the octavo 
rather mor^ correct than the quarto with so^ne addi- 
tions to thq notes and epigrams cast in^ which I wisfc 
ha4 b^^n increased by your acquaintance in Ireland. 
I rejoice in hearing that Drapiers Hill is to emulatie 
Parnass|is i I Jksff tbf country about it is as miich 
Hppov9rished« I trulv share in all that troubles yon^, 
wd wi^h you jr^iAovfKl from a m^n^ of distress, whiqh 
I know worjcs your coQipassionate temper top strong- 
iy, ^ut if we ar^ not (o see you here, I believe I 
shall <>nce in my life see you there. You think more 
far me, and about mej than any friend I hav^ and 
you tbiok better f^r pi^e. Perhaps you will not he 
«(mlent^, tbQ4gb I ^m« that the additional IQOl. fi 
year is ^\y for my lifip* My mothpr is y^t livinj|, 
Mf%d I (hank God for it ; ^he will never pe trouble- 
some to mifj, if ^h^ be not so to herself: b^t a melan* 
.ohQly object it is, tp observe the gradiwl decpjR bpt^ 
^f bpdy and mipd, in a persqn to whom Qpe is tip4 
,^y ih^ links of both. I ^nnpt tell whether her deat}i 
itself yrQ«*14 be so afRictii^. 

You ar« top gari^ful pf my worldlj^ afl&ir? ; I ^m 
jich enough, and can afford to give away lool. 
a year. Do npt bi? angry ; J will not Uv« to be veiyr 
old. I have revelations to the contrary. I woula 
not crawl upon the tarth without doing a little good 
when I have a mind to do it : I will enjoy the plea- 
sure of what I give, by giving it, alive, and seeing 
another enjoy it. ' When I die, I shouid be ashamed 
to leave enough to build me a monument, if there 
were a wanting friend above ground. 

Mr. Gay assures me his 30001. is kept entire and 
sacred ; he ^eems to languish after a line from you^ 
and complains tenderly. Lord Bolingbroke has told 
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me ten times over he was going tp write to you. Has 
he^ or not } The Dr. is unaTterable, both in triend^ip 
and quadrille : his wife has been very near death last 
week : his two brothers bilried tKeir wives within 
these six weeks. Gay is sixty miles off, and has been 
80 all this summer, with the duke and duchess of 
Queensberry. He is the same man : so is everyone 
here that you know : mankind is unamendable.* 
Optimus ille qui minimis urgetur. Poor Mrs. is 
like the rest, she cries at the thorn in her foot, but 
will suffer no body to pull it out. The court lady*, 
I have a good opinion of, yet I have treated her more 
negligenuy than you would do, because you like to 
see the inside of'^a court, whidi I do not. I have 
seen her but twice. You have a desperate hand at 
clashing out a character by great strokes, and at the 
same time a delicate one at fine touches. God for- 
bid you should -draw mine, if I were conscious of any 
guilt : but if I were conscious only of folly, God 
send it! for as no body can detect a great fault so 
well as you, no body would so well hide a small one. 
But after all, that lady means to do good, and does no 
harm, which is a vast deal for a courtier. I can 
•assure you that lord Peterborow always speaks kindly 
of you, and certainly has as great a mind to be your 
friend as any one. I must throw away my pen : it 
•cannot, it will never tell you, what I inwardly am to 
you. Stuod nequeo momtrare, 4r seniio tantum* 

♦ Mrs, Howard. N. 
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TO MR. POPE. 

Oct. Si, 1729. 

A OU were so carefal of sending me the Dunciadf 
that I have received five of them, and have pleased 
four friends. I am one of every body who approve 
every part of it, text and comment ; but am one ab- 
stracted from every body, in the happiness of being 
recorded your friend, while wit, and humour, and 
politeness shall have any memorial among us. As 
for your octavo edition we know nothing of it, for 
we have an Qctavo of our own, which has sold won- 
derfully, considering our poverty, and duiness the 
consequence of it. 

I writ this post.to lord Bolingbroke, and tell him 
in my letter, that with a great deal of loss for a fro- 
lic/ I will Hy as soon as build: I have neither 
yeafs, nor spirits, nor money, nor patience for auch 
amusements. The frolic is gone off, and I am only 
lOOl. the poorer. Butithis kingdom is grown so ex- 
cessively poor, that we wise men must think of no- 
thing but getting a little ready money. It is thought 
there are not two hundred thousand pounds of specie 
in the whole island* ; for we retu"tn thrice as much 
to our absentees, as we get by trade, and so are all 
inevitably undone ; which I have been telling them 
in ptini these ten years, to as little purpose as if it 
came from the pulpit. And this is enough for Irish 
politics, which I only mention, because it so nearly 
touches myself. I must repeat what I believe I have 
said before, that I pity you much more than Mrs. 
Pope. Such a parent and friend hourly declining 

♦This is^a very melancholy picture of the then state of Ire- 
land •; and, it must be hoped, does not resemble diat kine^dom Hi 
ti present state. Dr. Wvix^xok. . i . • 
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before your eyes, is an object very unfit for your 
health, and duty, and tendor disposition, and I pray 
God it may not affect you too much. I am ^s much 
satisfied that your additional 1 OOl. per annum is for 
life as if it were for ever. You have enough to leave 
y6ut friends, I would not have them glad to be rid 
of you ; and I shall take care that noneout my ene>^ 
mies wiU b^ glud to get rid of me. . You have em- 
broiled me with Lord fi — ' about the figure 
of livitigk <iad' the pleasure •f giving. I am under 
the neeesfiity of some little paltry figure in the sta- 
tion I am ; but I make it as little as possible. As 
to the other part you are base, because I thought 
myself as grefeit a giver as ever was of my ability; 
and yet in proportion you exceed, and have kept 
it till now a secret even from me, when I wondered 
how y<Mt W«fe able to live with your wfaolis little 
rovtmio. 

Adieu. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Ns9, 19, I72d. 

I If'lND that you bave laid atside your project of 
building in Ireland, and tibat we shall see yoa in 
{hi9 isf^nd cuffi zephyris, ^ Jiifuniine prima,. I 
know not ^Vhether the love of ikme increases as we 
advance in age ; sure I am thai the force of friend- 
ship <loes. I loved you almost twenty yeaCrs ago : 
I thought of you as weTl as t do now, better was be- 
yond -the power of conception, or to avoid an equi- 
voque, beyond the extent of my ideas. Whether 
you are ipore obUgi^ to me for loving you as H^Vi 
when I knerw you 4ess» 6r for lovlni^ you as well 
after loving you so many yeora^ 1 stfetUjoot detep> 
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mine. What I would say is this : while my mind 
mws daily more independent of the world, and 
feels less need of leaning on external objects, the 
ideas of friendship return oflener, they busy me, 
they warm me more : Is it that we grow more ten- 
der as the moment of our great separation approach- 
es ? or is it that they who are to live together in 
another state, (for vera amicitia non nisi inter bo' 
nos) begin to feel more strongly that divine sym- 
pathy which is to be the great band of their future 
society ? There is no one thought which sooths my 
, mind like this : I encourage my imagination to pur- 
sue it, and am heartily afflicted when another &- 
culty "^ of the intellect comes boisterously in, and 
wakes me from so pleasing a dream, if it be a dream, 
I will dwell no more on economics than I have 
done in my former letter. Thus much only I will 
say, that otium cum dignitaie* is to be had with 
5001. a year as well as with 50001 : the difference will 
be found in the value of the man, and not in that of 
the estate. I do assure you, that I have never 
quitted the design of collecting, revising, improving, 
and extending several materials which are still in my 
power ; and I hope that the time of setting myself 
about this last work of my life is not far ofi. Many 

♦ Viz. reason. TuUy (to whom the letter-writer seems to al- 
lude) observes something like this on the tike occasion, where, 
speaking pf Plato's famous book of the Soul, he says, Nescio 
quomodo, dum lego, adsentior : eum posui librum, et mecum 
ipse de immortalitat^ animoruin cxpi cogitare, adsentiu ilia omnis 
elabitur. Cicero seems to have had but a confused notion of the 
cause of the slippery nature of this assent, whicH the letter-writer 
bas here explained, namely, that the imagination is always ready 
ro indulge so flattering an idea, but severer reason corrects and 
disclaims it. As to religion, that is out of the question; for 
Tully wrote to his few philosophic friends ; though, as has been 
the fate of his Lordship's first philosophy ^where this whole mat- 
ter is explained at large) it came at last into the hands of th« pub« 

UC. tlr.WARTON. edbyGoogk 

Yot. xviit, r r 
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papers of much curiosity and importance are lost^ 
and some of them in a manner which would surprise 
and anger you. However^ I shall be able to con- 
vey several great truths to posterity, so clearly and 
so authentically^ that the Burnets and the Oldmixr 
ons of another .age may rail, but not be able to. de- 
ceive. Adieu, my friend. I have taken up more of 
this paper than belongs to me, since Pope is to write to 
you ; no matter, for upon recollection^ the rules of 
proportion are not broken ; he will say as much to 
you in one pafe as I have said in three. Bid him 
talk to you of the work he isabouf^. I hope iu 
good earnest ; it is a fine one ; and will be in his 
hands an original. His sole complaint is, that he 
£nds it too easy in the execution. This flatters his 
laziness, it flatters my judgment, who afways 
thought that (universal as his talents are) this is emi- 
nently and peculiarly his, above all the writers I 
know, living or dead : I do not except Horace. 

Adieu. 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Nov. 28, 1729. 

1 HIS letter (like all mine) will be a rhapsody; it 
is many years ago since I wrote as a witf. How 
inany occurrences or informations must one omit, if 
once determined to say nothing that one could not 
say prettily ! I lately received from the widow of 
one dead correspondent, and the father of another, 
several of my own, letters of about fifteen and twenty 

* «* Essay on Man" j on which therefore, it appears he wai 
employed in 1729. Dr. Warton. 
f He used to value himself on this particular. Warb vrtok. 

. . . _ed by Google 
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jears old ; and it was not tinentertaining to myself 
.to observe, how and by what degrees I ceased to be 
a witty writer ; as either my experience grew on 
the one hand, or my affection to my correspond-, 
cnts on the other. Now as I love you better than 
most I have ever met with in the world, and esteem 
you too the more, the longer I have compared you 
with the rest of the world ; so inevitably I write to 
you more negligently, that is more openly, and what 
all but such as love one another, will call writing 
worse. I smile to think how Curll would be bit 
were our epistles to fall into his hands, and how glo- 
riously they would fall short of every ingenious read- 
er's expectations. 

You cannot imagine what a vanity it is to me, to 
have something to rebuke you for in the way of eco- 
nomy, I love the man that builds a house subito 
ingenio, and makes a wall for a horse ; then cries, 
« We wise men must think of nothing but getting 
ready money.*' I am glad you approve my an- 
nuity ; all we have in this world is no more than an 
annuity, as to our own enjoyment : but I will in- 
crease your regard for my wisdom, and tell you, 
that this annuity includes also the life of another *, 
whose concern ought to be as near me as my own, 
and with whom my whole prospects ought to finish. 
I throw my javelin of hope no farther. Cur brevi fortes 
Jaculamur aroo, \ &c. 

The second (as it is called, but indeed the eiglith) 
edition of the Dunciad, with some additional notes 
and epigrams, shall be sent you if I know any op- 
portunity ; if they reprint it with you, let them by 
all means follow that octavo edition. — ^The Drapier^ 
letters are again printed here, very laudably, as to 

♦ His mother's. Warburton. 

•}• Why do we dart with eager ®t"^*(7QOQle 
At things beyond the mark of life ? d. - o 

F F 2 
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paper, print, &c. for you know I disapprove Irish 
politics (as my commentator tells you) being a strong 
and jealous subject of England. The lady you men- 
tion, you ought not to complain of for not acknow- 
ledging your present ; she having lately received a 
much richer present from Mr. Knight of the S. Sea; 
and ^ou are sensible she cannot ever return it t« 
6ne in the condition of an outlaw. It's certain as 
he can never expect any favour *, his motive must 
be wholly disinterested. Will not this reflection 
make yoi^ blush ? Your continual deplorings of Ire- 
land make me wish you were here long enough to 
forget those scenes tiiat so afRict you : I am only ia 
fear if you were; you would grow such a patriot 
here too as not to be quite at ease, for your love of 
old England. It is very possible your journey, in 
the time I compute, might exactly tally with -my in- 
tended one to you j and if you must soon again go 
back, you would not be unattended. For th6 
poor woman decays perceptibly every week ; and 
the winter may too probably put an end to a very 
long^ and a very irreproachable life. My constant 
attendance on her does indeed affect my mind very 
much, and lessen extremely my desires of long life ; 
since I see the best that can come of it is a miserable 
benediction. I look upon myself to be many years 
older in two years since you saw me : the natural 
imbecility of my body, joined now to this acquired 
old age of the mind, makes me at least as old as 
you, and we are the fitter to crawl down the hill 
together ; I only desire I may be able to keep pace 
■ with you. My first friendship, at sixteen, was con- 
tracted with a man of seventy : and 1 found him not 
grave enough or consistent enough for me, though 
we lived well to his death. I speak of old Mr. 

* He wag mistaken in thi«. Knight was pardoned, and cam* 
fefrcinthcye?rn49. WAiLBUHTor^.^,, ^Google ■ 
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Wycherley; some letters of whom (by the by) and 
of 'mine, the booksellers have got and printed, not 
without the concurrence of a noble friend of mine 
and yours ^. I do not much approve of it ; though 
there is nothing for me to be ashamed of, because I 
will not be ashamed of any thing I do not do by my- 
self, or of any thing that is not immoral, but merely 
dull; as for instance, if they printed this letter I 
^m now writing, which they easily may, if the un- 
derlings at the post-office please to take a copy of it. 
I admire on this consideration, your sending your 
last to me quite open, without a seal, wafer, or any 
closure whatever, manifesting the utter openness of 
the writer. I would do the same by this, but fear it 
would look, like affectation to send two letters so to« 
gether. — I .will fully represent to our friend (and i 
doubt not it will touch his heart) what you so feelingly 
set forth as to the badness of your Burgundy, S^c. He 
h an extremely honest man, and indeed ought to be 
so, considering how very indiscreet and unreserved 
he is : but I do not approve this part of his charac- 
ter, and will never join with him in any of his idle- 
nesses in the way of wit. You know- my maxim, to 
keep as clear of all offence as I am clear of all in- 
terest in either party. I was once displeased before 

at you, for complaining to Mr. of my not 

having a pension ; and am so< again at your naming 
it to a certain lord. I have given proof in the course 
of my whole life (from the time when I was in the 
friendship of lord Bolingbroke and Mr. Craggs, 
even to this when I am civilly treated by sir Robert 
Walpole) that I never thought myself so warm in any 
party's cause as to deserve their money ; and there^ 
fore would never have accepted it: but give mei 

* See the occasion, in the second and third paragraphs of Mr. 
Pope's preface to the first genuine editions of his Letters, publish od 
in Dec. 1737. N. -^ t 
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leave to tell you> that of all mankind the two persons 
I woul^ least have accepted any favour from, are 
those very two, to whom you have unluckily spo- 
ken of it. I desire you to take off any impressions 
which that dialogue may have left on his lordship^s 
snind^ as if I ever had any thought of being behold- 
en to him, or any other, in that way. And yet 
you know I am no enemy to the present constitu- 
tion ; I believe as sincere a well wisher to it, nay 
even to the church established, as any minister in 
or out of employment whatever ; or any bishop of 
England or Ireland. Yet am I of the religion of 
Erasmus, a catholic ; so I live, so I shall die ; and 
hope one day to meet you, bishop Atterbury, the 
younger Craggs, Dr. Garth, dean Berkeley, and Mr. 
Hutchenson, in that place, to which God of his inii<' 
uite mercy bring us, and every body ! 

Lord B.'s answer to your letter I have just, receive 
ed, and join it to this packet. The work he speaks 
of with such abundant partiality is a systepi of ethics 
VPk the Horatian way. 



FROM MR. POPE- 

jfpril 12, 1730. 

X HIS is a letter extraordinary^ to do and say no* 
thing but recommend to you (as a clergyman, and 
9 charitable one) a pious and a good work« and for 
a good and an honest man : moreover, he is above 
seventy, and poor, which you might think included 
^n the word honest. I shall think it a kindness done 
myself, if you can propagate Mr. Wesley's sub- 
scription for his Commentary on Job among your di- 
vines, (bishops excepted, of whom there is no hope) 
f^nd among «ych as are believers, or readers Gi scnjn 
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lure. Even the curious may find something to 
please them« if they scorn to*be edified . It has been 
the labour of eight years of this learned man's life ; 
I call him what he is> a learned man, and I en- 
gage you will approve his prose more than you 
formerly could his poetry. Lord Bolingbroke is a 
favourer of it, and allows you to do your l^st to serve 
an old tory, and a sufferer for the church of Eng- 
land, though you are a whig, as I am. 

We have here some verses in your name, which 
I am angry at. Sure you would not use me so ill as 
to flatter me. I therefore think it is some other weak 
Irishman. 

P. S. I did not take the pen out of Pope's hands, 
I protest to you. But, since he will not fill the re- 
mainder of the page, I think I may without offence. 
I seek no epistolary fame, but am a good deal pleased 
to think, that it will be known hereafter that you 
and 1 lived in the most friendly intimacy together. 
— Pliny writ his letters for the public *, so did Se- 
neca, so did Balsac, Voiture, &c. TuUy did not, 
and therefore these give us more pleasure than any 
which have come down to \^s from antiquity. When 
we read them, we pry into a secret which was in- 
tended to be kept from us. That is a pleasure. We 
see Cato, and Brutus, and Pompey, and others, such 
as they really were, and not such as the gaping mul- 
titude of their own age took them to be, or as his* 
torians and poets have represented them to ours. 
That is another pleasure. I remember to have seen 
a procession at Aix la Chapelle, wherein an image of 
Charlemagne is carried on the shoulders of a man, ' 
who is hid b^ the long robe of the iiBf>.<^rial saint. 
Follow him mto the vestry, you see the bearer slip 
fjrom under the robe, and the gigantic figure^ 

* A juSt and sensibfe criticism on epistolary writings, which we 
should bear m our minds whilst we are readfng this collection sif 
I^etters.J^r.WARTON, (. >' 
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dwin^QS into an image of the ordinary size, and is 
set by among other lumber. I agree much with 
Pope, .^th^ our climate is rather better than that you 
are in, and perhaps' your public spirit would be 
less grieved, or oftener comforted^ here than th^re. 
Come to us therefore on a visit at least* It will 
not be the fault of several persons here, if you do 
not come to live with us. But great good will, and 
little power, produce such slow. and feeble effects as 
can be acceptable to heaven alone, and heavenly 
men. — I know you will be angry with me, if I say 
nothing to you of a poor woman, who is still on the 
oiher side of the water in a most languishing state of 
health. If she regains strength enough to come 
'over, (and she is better within a few weeks) I shall 
nurse her in this farm with all the care and tender- 
ness pos^ble. If she does not, I must pay her the 
last duty of friendship wherever she is, though I break 
through the whole plan of Ijife which I have formed 
in my mind. Adieu. 

I am most faithfully and affectionately yours. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

Jan. 17, 1730.3K 

1 BEGIN my letter by telling yoa that my wife 
has been returned from abroad about a month, and 
that her health, though feeble and precarious, is bet- 
ter than it has been these two years. She is much your 
servant, and as she has been her own physician with 
some success, imagines she could be yours with the 
same. Would to God you was within her reach. 
She would I believe prescribe a great d^ of the 
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mtdicina animi, withpat having recourse to the 
books of Trismegistus. Pope and I should be her 
principal apothecaries in the course of the core ; and 
though our best botanists complain^ that few of the 
herbs and simples which go the composition of these 
remedies are to be found at present in our soil, 
yet there are more of them here than in Ireland ; 
besides, by the help of a little chymistry, the most 
noxious juices may become salubriou;s, and rank 
poison a specific. Pope is now in my library with 
me, and writes to the world, to the present and to 
future ages, while I begin this letter which he is to 
finish to you. What good he will do to mankind I 
know not; this comfort he may be sure of, he can* 
not do less than you haVe done before him. I have 
sometimes thought, that if preachers, hangmen, and 
moral writers, keep vice at a stand, or so much as re- 
tard the progress of it, they do as much as human 
nature admits : a real reformation * is not to be 
brought about by ordinary means ; it requires these 
extraordinary means which become punishments as 
-well as lessons : national corruption mast be purged 
by national calamitiesf. Let us hear from you. We 
deserve this attention, because we desire it, and 
because we believe that you desire to hear from 
us. 

* BoIIngbroke has enlarged on this topic in his Philosophical 
Works, intending to depreciate Christianity by showing that it has 
not had a general effect on the morals of mankind, nor produced a 
real reformation ; an argument nothing to the purpose, nor any 
impeachment of the doctrines of the gospel j even if it were 
tbunded, as it certainly is not. Dr. Wakton. 

•f Franc* affords a striking •xample of this truth. 

Dr. Warton. 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

March 29, 1730-1 : 

1 HAVE delayed several posts' answering your let- 
ter of January last> in hopes of being able to speak 
to you about a project which concerns us both, but 
me the most, since th^ success of it would bring us 
together. It has been a good while in my head, 
and at my heart, if it can be set agoing, you shall 
hear more of it. I was ill in the beginning of the 
winter for near a week, but in no danger either 
from the nature of my distemper, or from the at- 
tendance of three physicians. Since that IhUous in- 
termitting fever, I have had, as I had before, better 
health than the regard 1 have paid to health de- 
serves. We are both in the decline of life, my dear 
Dean, and have been some years going down the 
hill ; let us make the passage as smooth as we can. 
Let us fence against physical evil by care, and the 
use of those means which experience must have 
pointed out to us: let us fence against moral evil by 
philosophy. T renounce the alternative you propose. 
But we may, nay, (if we will follow nature, and do 
not work up imagination against her plainest dic- 
tates) we shall of course grow every year more in- 
different to life, and to the affairs and interests of a 
system out of which we are soon to go. This is much 
better than stupidity. The decay of passion strength- 
ens philosophyi for passion- may decay, and stupidity 
not succeed. Passions (says Pope, our divine, as 

Jfou will see one time or other) a^e the gales of life : 
et us not complain that they do not blow a storm. 
What hurt does age do us, in subduing \vhat we toil 
to subdue all our lives ? It is now six in tlie morning; 
I recal the time (and am glad it is over) when about 
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this hour I used to be going to bed^ surfeited with 
pleasure^ or jaded with business: my head often full 
of schemes, and my heart as often full of anxiety. 
Is it a misfortune, think you, that I rise at this hour, 
refreshed, serene, and calm ? that the past, and even 
the present affairs of life stand like objects at a dis- 
tance from m6, where I can keep^ off the disagreeable 
so as not to be strongly affected by them, and from 
whence I can draw the others nearer to me ? Passions 
in their force would bring all these, nay even future 
contineencies, about my ears at once, and reason 
would but ill defend me in the scuffle. 

I leave Pope to speak for himself, but I must tell 
you how much my wife is obliged to you. She says 
she would find strength enough to nurse you, if you 
were here, and yet God knows, she is extremely 
weak ; the slow fever works under, and mines the 
constitution ; we keep it off sometimes, but still it 
returns, and makes new breaches before nature can 
repair the old ones. I am not ashamed to say to you, 
that I admire her more every hour of my life; Death 
is not to her the king of terrors ; she beholds him 
without the least. When she suffers much, she 
wishes for him as a deliverer from pain ; when life is 
tolerable, she looks on him with dislike, because he 
is to separate her from those friends to whom she is 
more attached than life itself*. You shall not stay for 
my next as long as you have for this letter ; and in 
every one Pope shall write something much better 

* She was niece to Madame de Maintenon, educated at St. Cyr, 
and wais a woman of a very beautiful person, and very agreeabte 
manners. Her letters are written in very elegant French. She 
was a woman of much observation, Madame de Maintenon men- 
tions her in her letters. Dr. Trapp t<^d me, that lord Bolingbroke 
boasting one day of his forxdj^r gallantries, she said to hjm, sroii« 
ing, ** WheA I look at you, methinks I see ihe ruins of a £ne old 
*< Roman aqueduct ; but the water has ceased to flow.*' 

Pr, Wa»tok, 
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than the scraps of old philosophers, which were the 
presents, munuscula, that stoical fop Seneca used to 
send in every epistle to his friend Lucilius. 

P. S. My lord has spoken justly of his lady : why 
not I of my mother? Yesterday was her birth-day^ 
now entenng on the ninety-first year of her age ; 
her memory much diminisbed, but her senses very 
little hurt, her sight and hearing good ; she sleeps ^ 
not ill, eats moderately, drinks water, says her pray- 
ers ; and this is all she does. I have reason to thank 
God for continuing so long to me a very good and 
tender parent, and for allowing me to exercise for 
some years, those cares which are now as necessary to 
her as hers have been to me. An object of this sort 
daily before one's eyes very much softens the mind, 
but perhaps may hinder it froni the willingness of con- 
tracting other ties of the (ike domestic nature,, when 
one finds how painful it is even to enjoy the tender 
pleasures. I have formerly made so strong eflforts to 
get and to deserve a friend : perhaps it were wiser 
never to attempt it, but live extempore, and look upon 
the world only as a place to pass through, just pay 
your hosts tlieir due, disperse a little charity, and 
hurry on. Yet am I just now writing (or rather plan- 
ning) a book *, to make mankind look upon this life 
with comfort and pleasure, and put morality in good 
humour. And just now too, I am going to see one 
I love very tenderly ; and to-morrow to entertain se- 
veral civil people, whom if we call friends, it is by 
the courtesy of England. Sic, sicjuvat ire sub urn* 

* He means his " Essay on Man ;*' and alludes to the argu- 
ments he uses to make men satisfied even with their present state, 
without looking to another. Young-wrote his *• Night Thoughts'* 
in direct opposition to this view of human life, but which, in 
truth, Young hat painted in colours too darj^and uncomfortable. 

Dr. Wa&toit. 
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hras*. While we do live^ we must make the best of 
life. 

" Cantantes licet usque (nanus via hsdat) iamus*/* 
as the shepherd said in Virgil, when the road was 
lung and heavy. I am yours. 



FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE. 

jL OU may assure yourself, that if you come over 
this spring, you will End me not only got back into 
the habits of study, but devoted to that historical 
task, which you have set me these many years. lam 
in hopes of some materials which will enable me to 
wqri^ in the whole extent of the plan I propose to 
myself. If they are not to be had, I must accommo- 
clate my plan to this deficiency. In the mean time 
Pope has given me more trouble than he or I thought 
of; and you will be surprised tp find that I have 
been partly drawn by him, and partly by myself^ to 
write a pretty large volume upon a very grave and 
very important subject : that I have ventured to pay 
no regard whatever to any authority except sacred 
authority^ and that I have ventured to start a thought 
which must, if it is pushed as successfully as I think 
it is, render all your metaphysical theology both ri- 
diculous and abominable. There is an expression in 
one of your letters to me, which makes me believe 
you will come into my way of thinking on this sub* 
ject; and yet I am persuaded that divines and free- 
tkinkers would both be clamorous against it, if it was 
to be submitted to their censure, as I do not* in tend 
that it shall. The passage I mean, is that, where 

* ** Thus, thus it pleases us to pass through life." S. 
f " Let us still go singing on, to beguile the tediousneu of 
the way." S. 
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you say you told Dr. Deiany the grand points of 
Christianity ought to be taken as infallible revela* 
tions, &c.* 

It happened that while I was writing this to joa 
the Dr. came to make me a visit from London, where 
I heard he was arrived some time ago : he was in 
haste to return, and is I perceive in great haste to 
print. He left with me eight Dissertations!, a small 
part, as I understand, of his work, and desired me 
to peruse, consider, and observe upon them against 
Monday next, when he will come down again. • By 
what I have read of the two first I find myself un- 
able to serve him. The principles he reasons upon 
are begged in » disputation of this sort, and the 
manner of reasoning is by no means close and con* 
elusive. Xbe sole advice I could give him in con- 

* In this maxim all bigotted divines and free-thinking poHticiaas 
agree : the one, for fear of disturbing the esublished religioa; 
the other, lest that disturbance should prove injurious to, their ad- 
ministration of the state. And would they be content to take 
these' puints for grantad themselves, without injuring those in 
their-fortunesand reputation, who are lor inquiring into and senlmg 
them on their right grounds, I think nobody would envy their 
piety or their wisdom : biit when they begin to persecute those 
who venture to assume this natural liberty, then they unmask 
their hypocrisy and rtachiavelianism. Dr. Warton. 

f The work here alluded to, was the first volume of Dr. De- 
iany* s " Revelation examined with Candour," published 1732 ; 
a work written in a florid and declamatory style, and with a greater 
. degree of learning and ingenuity than of sound reason and aigu- 
ment. The same may be said of this author's " Life of Kii^ 
David." Witness the first dissertation on the forbidden fruit, the 
second, concerning the knowledge of the brute world cpnveyed 
to. Adam ; the third, of the knowledge of marriage given to 
Adam ; the sixth, concerning the difiiculries and objectioM 
that lie against the mosaic account of the fall; the fifteenth, on 
•ome (UfficuUits relating to miracles are considered. The best of 
his works seems to be bis ** Reflections on Polygamy." Dr.. De- 
iany was an amiable, benevolent, and virtuous man ; a character 
far superior to that of the ablest controversial writer. His Defence 
of Revelation is of a very different cast from such solid and 
masteriy works as the bishop of LlandafiPs << Apot)ogy. for ^e 
Bible,*' and archdeacon Paley's " Evidences of Christianity." 

Dr^WAtToif. 
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§cience woald be that which he would take ill and 
not follow. I will get rid of this task as well as I can, 
§0T I esteem the man, and should be sorry to disoblige 
him where I cannot serve him. 

As to retirement, and exercise, your notions are 
true : the first should not be indulged so much as to 
render us savage, nor the last rieglected so as to im- 
pair health. But I know men, who, for fear of 
oeing savage, live with all who live, with them; and 
who, to preserve their health, saunter away half their 
time. Adieu : Pope calls for the paper, 

P. S. I hope what goes before will be a strong mo- 
tive to jour coming. God kiiows if ever I shsUl see 
Ireland ; I shall never desire it, if you can be got 
hither, or keep here. Yet I think I shall be, top 
soon, a freeman. Your recommendations I con- 
stantly give to those you mention ; though some df 
them I see but seldom, and am every day more re- 
tired. I am less fond of the world, and less curious 
about it ; yet no way out of humour, disappointed^ 
or angry : though in my way I receive as many in- 
juries as my betters : but I do not feel them, therefore 
I ought not to vex other people, nor even to return 
injuries. 1 pass almost all my time at Dawley and at 
home; my lord (of which I partly take the merit to 
myself) is as much estranged from politics as I am. 
Let philosophy be ever so vain it is less vain now than 
politics, and not quite so vain at present as divinity: 
I know nothing that moves strongly but satire, and 
those who are ashamed of nothing else are so of 
being ridiculous. I fancy if we three were together 
but tor three years, some good might be done even 
upon this age. 

. I know you will desire some account of my health : 

It is as usual, but my spirits rather worse. I write 

little or nothing. You know 1 never had either taste 

or talent for politics, and the world minds nothing 
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else. I have personal obligations, which I wiU ever 
preserve, to men of different sides ; and I wish no- 
thing so much as public quiet, except it be my owa 
quiet. I think it a merit if i can take off any man 
from grating or satirical subjects merely on the score 
of party : and it is the greatest vanity of my life that 
I have contributed to turn my lord Bolingbroke to 
subjects moral, useful, and more worthy his pen. Dr. 
Defany's book h what I cannot commend so much 
as dean Berkeley % though it has many things inge« 
nious in it, and is not deficient in the writing part : 
but the whole book, though he meant it adpopulum, 
h I think purely ad cierum. Adieu. 



TO MR. POPE. 

Dublin, June 12, 1731. 

X DOUBT, habit has little power to reconcile us 
with sickness attended by pain. With me, the low- 
ness of spirits has a most unhappy effect ; J am grown 
less patient with solitude, and harder to be pleased 
with company ; which I could formerly better digest, 
when I could be easier without it than at present. 
As to sending you any thing that I have written 
since I lefl you (either verse or prose) I can only- 
say, that I have ordered by my will, that all my pa- 
pers of any kind shall be delivered you to dispose of 
as you please. I have several things that I have had 
schemes to finish, or to attempt, but I very foolishly 
put QJf the trouble, as sinners do their repentance : 
for I grow every day more averse from writing, 
which is very natural, and when I take a pen say to 
myself a thousand times non est tanti. As to tnose 
papers of four or five years pa^t, that you are pleased 
to require soon; they consist of little accidental 
Ihiiijgs writ in the country; family amusements, no- 
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rer intended farther than to divert ourselves and 
some neighbours : or some effects of anger on pub- 
lic grievances here^ which would be insignificant out 
of diis kingdom. Two or three of us had a fancy, 
ihree years ago, to write a weekly paper, and call it 
an Intelligencer. But it continued not long ; for the 
whole volume (it was reprinted in London, and I find 
you have seen it) was the work only of two, myself 
and Dr. Sheridan. If we could have got some inge- 
nious young man to have been the manager, who 
should have published all that might be sent to him, 
it might have continued longer, for there were hints 
enough. But the printer here could not aflford such 
a young man one farthing for his trouble, the sale 
being so small, and the price one halfpenny ; and so 
it dropped. In the volume you saw (to answer your 
questions) the 1, 3, 5, 7, were mine. Of the 8th 
i writ only the verses, (very uncorrect, but against 
a fellow we all hated) the 9th mine, the 10th only 
the verses, and of those not the four last slovenly 
lines; the 15th is a pamphlet of mine printed before 
, with Dr. Sheridan's preface, merely for laziness, not 
to disappoint the town ; and so was the 19th, which 
contains only a parcel of facts relating purely to the 
9)iseries of Ireland, and wholly useless and un^nter* 
faining. As to other things of mine since I left you; 
there are, in prose, a View of the State of Ireland ; 
|u Project for eating Children ; and a Defence of lord 
Carteret : in verse, a Libel on Dr. Delany and lord 
Carteret ; a Letter to Dr. Delany on the libels writ 
against him ; the Barrack (astc^en copy ;) the Lady's 
Journal ; the Lady's Dressing-room (a stolen copy ;) 
the Plea of the Damned (a stolen copy ;) all these 
have been printed in London. (I forgot to tell you 
that the Tale of sir Ralph was sent from England.) 
Beside these there are five or six (perhaps more) 
papers of verses writ in the nortbj but perfect/amiTjf 
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tftif^s*, two or three of which may be tolerable, the 
rest but indiiferent, and the hupiour only iocal, and 
some that would give offence to the times. Such as 
they arej I will bring them, tolerable or bad, if I re- 
cover this lameness, and live long enough to see yoa 
either here or there. I forget again to tell you that 
the Scheme of paying Debts by a Tax on V ices, is 
not one syllable mine, but of a young clergymaa 
whom I countenance ; he told me it was built upon 
a passage in Gulliver, where a projector hath some- 
thing upon the same thought. This young roanf is 
the most hopeful we have : a book of his poems was 
printed in London ; Dr. Delany is one of his patrons^ 
he is married and has children, and makes up about 
lOOl. a year, on which he lives decently. The ut- 
most stretch of his ambition is, to eather up as muck 
superfluous money as will give him a sight of 'you, 
and half an hour of your presence ; after which he 
will return home in full satisfaction, and, in proper 
time, die in peace. 

My poetical fountain is drained, and I profess I 
ow gradually so dry that a rhime with me is al* 
ost as hard to find as a guinea, and even prose spe- 
culations tire me almost as much. Yet I haveathmg 
in prose {, begun above twenty-eight years ago, and 
almost finished. It will make a four shilling volume^ 
and is such a perfection of folly that you shall never 
hear of it till it is printed, and then you shall be left 
to guess. Nay I have another of the same age§, 

* A very excellent, because perfect, sort of primltWe retnt, 
which never rose above daily topics, and the thai of the times. 
The greatest part of Swift's poetry is of this kind. I Icnow net 
of any work of the Dean's that can be strictly called poe/icdL Ov 
bards of this species are numerous. Dk. Wa&tox. 

•y His name was Pilkington ; and he was husband of the lady 
who wrote memoirs of her own life. Dr. Wartok, 

X Polite Conversation. See the eighth volume of this edition. K, 

§ Directions to Servants, See yqL viii. N, 
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which will require a long time to perfects and is 
^orse than the former, in which,! will serve you the 
same way. I heard lately from Mr. who pro- 
mises to be less lazy^ in order to mend his fortune. 
But women who live by their beauty, and men bj 
their wit, are seldom provident enough to consider 
that both wit and beauty will go off with years, and 
there is no living upon the credit of what is pakt. 

I am in great concern to hear of my lady Boling*- 
brokers iU health returned upon her, and I doubt my 
lord will find Dawley too solitary without her. In 
that neither he nor you are companions young enough 
for me, and I believe the best part of the reason why 
men are said to grow children when they are old, is 
because they cannot entertain themselves with think- 
ing ; which is the very case of little boys and girls, 
who love to be noisy among their playfellows. I am 
told Mrs. Pope is without pain, and I have not heard 
of a more gentle decay, without uneasiness to herself 
or friends ; yet I cannot but pity you, who are ten 
times the greater sufferer, by having the person you 
most love so long before you» and ^ing daily ; and 
I pray God it may not affect your mind or yoifit 
lie^th. 



FROM MR. POPE*. 

Dec. 5s 1732. 

AT IS not a time to complain that you have not an- 
. swered me two letters (in the last or which I was im- 
patient under some fears.) It is not now indeed a 

* '* On my dHr friend Mr. Gay's death : Received December 
15, but not read till the 20th, by an impulse foreboding some 
nisfortune." This note is endorsed on the original letter in Dr. 
Swift's hand. Pof e. ^ 

■ Digitized by VjOOQIc 
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time to think of myself, when one of the nearest and 
longest ties I' have ever had is broken all on a sud- 
den, by the unexpected death bf poor Mr. Gay. An 
inflammatory fever hurried him out of this life in three 
days; He died last ni^ht at nine a clock, not de- 
fHTived of his senses entirely at last, and possessin^r 
them perfectly till within nve hours. He asked of 
you a few hours before, when in acute torment bj 
the inflammation in his bowels and breast. His eN 
fects are in the duke of Queensberry's custody. His 
sisters, we suppose, will be his heirs, who are two 
widows; as yet it is not known whether or no he 
left a will — 6ood God ! how oflen are we to die be- 
fore we go quite off this stage? in every friend we 
lose a part of ourselves, and the best part. God keep 
those we have left 1 few are worth praying for, and 
oneVself the least of all. 

I shall never see you now I believe ; one of your 
principal calls to England is at an end. Indeed he^ 
was the most amiable by far, his qualities were the!, 
gentlest, but I love you as well and as firmly. Would, 
to God the man we have lost had not been so amisH; 
bte, nor so good ! but that's a wish for our own sakesg. 
not for his. Sure if innocence, and integrity can 
deserve happiness, it must be his. Adieu. I can 
add nothing to what you will feel, and diminish no« 
thing from it. Yet write to me, and soon. Believe 
no in?in now living loves you better, I believe na 
m^n ever did, than 

A. POPE. 

Dr. Arbuthnot, whose humanity you know, heart-^ 
i(y commends himself to you. All possible diligence 
and affection has been shown, and continued attends 
anceon this melancholy occasion. Once more adieda 
and write to one who is truly disconsolate. 



L 
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P. S. BY DR. ARBUTHNOT. 

DEAR SIA^ 

I am sorry that the renewal of our correspondence 
should be upon such a melancholy occasion. Poor 
Mr. Gay died of an inflammation, and I believe at 
last a mortification, of the bowels ; it was the most 
precipitate case I ever knew, having cut him off in 
three days. He was attended by two physicians be* 
side myself. I believed the distemper mortal from 
the beginning. I have not had the pleasure of a line 
from you these two years; I wrote one about your 
health, to which I had no answer. I wish you all 
health and happiness, being with great affection and 
respect, sir. 

Yours, &c. 



TO MR. POPE, 

Dublin, 1732-3. , 

I RECEIVED yours with a few lines from the 
doctor, and. the account of our losing Mr. Gay, upon 
which event I shall say nothing. I am only concern- 
ed that long living has not hardened me : for even in 
this kingdom, and in a few days past, two persons 
of great merit'whom I loved very well, liave died in 
the prime of their years, but a little above thirty. I 
would endeavour to comfort myself upon the loss of 
friends as I do upon the loss of money ; by turning 
to my account book, and seeing whether I have 
enough lefl for my support ? but in the former case I 
find I have not any more than in the other ; and 
know not any man who is in a greater likelihood than 
myself to die poor and friendless*. You are a much 



* See Swift's letter to Gay, July 10, 173a. K. 
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greater loser than I by his death, as beiog a more m- 
limate friend, and often his companion ; vi'hich latter 
I could never hope to be, except perhaps once more 
^n my life for a piece o£ a summer. 1 hope he has 
left you the care of any writings he. may have left, 
and I wish, that wjth those already extant, they could 
be all published in a fair edition, ander your inspection. 
Your poem on the Use of Riches has been just print* 
€d here, and we have no objection but the obscurity 
of several passages by oar ignorance in facts and per- 
sons, which make us lose abundance of the .satire. 
Had the printer given me notice, I would have ho- 
nestly printed the names at length, where I happen- 
ed to kiiow them ; and writ explanatory notes, which 
however would have been but few, for my long ab- 
sence has made me ignorant of what passes out of 
the scene where I am. I never had the least hint 
from you about this vrork, any more than of jour 
former, upon Taste* We are told here, that you are 
preparing other pieces of the same bulk to be in- 
scribed to other friends, one (for instance) to my 
lord Bolingbroke, another to lord Oxfdrd, and so 
on. Doctor Delany presents you his most humble 
service, he behaves himself very commendably, con- 
verses only with his former friends, makes no parade, 
but entertains them constantly at an elegant, plentiful 
table, walks the streets, as usual, by daylight, does 
iiiany acts of charity and generosity, cultivates a 
country-house two miles distant ; and is one of those 
very few within my knowledge, on whom a great 
access of fortune hath made no manner of change. 
And particularly, he is often without money, as he was 
before. We have got my lord Orrery among us, 
being forced ta continue here on the ill condition of 
his estate by the knavery of an agent ; he is a most 
worthy gentleman, whom I hope you will be ac- 
quainted with. I am very much obliged by your fa- 
vour to Mr.P— , which I desire may contimae no 



J,£TT£RS TO AND FftOM OR. SWIFT. 547 ' 

longer than he shall deserve by his modesty, a virtue 
I never knew him to want, but is hard for young men 
to keep, without abundance of ballast. If you are 
acquainted with the duchess of Queettsberry, I de- 
sire you will present her my most humble service ; i 
think she is a greater loser by the death of a friend 
tbaa either of us. She seems a lady of excellent 
sense and spirits. I had often postcripts from her in 
our friend's letters to me, and her part was sometimes 
longer than his, and they made up a great part of 
the little happiness I could have here. This was the 
more generous, bec^ause I never saw her since she 
was a girl of five years old, nor did I envy poor Mr. 
Gay ibr any thing so much as bein^ a domestic 
friend to such a lady. I desire you will never fail to 
send me a particular account of your health. I dare 
Itardly inquire about Mrs. Pope, who I am told is 
Imt just among the living, and consequently a con- 
tinual grief to you : she is sensible of your tender- 
Aes^, which robs her of the only happiness she is ca- 
pable of enjoying. And yet I pity you more than 
ber, you cannot lengthen her days> and I beg she 
Biay not shorten yours. 



FROM MR. pope: 

Feb. 16, 1732-3. 

Xt is indeed impossible to speak on such a subject 
dis the loss qf Mr. Gay, to me an irreparable one. 
But I send ypu what I. intend for the inscription on 
bis tomb, which the duke of Queendberry will set 
up at Westminster. As to his writings, he left no 
will, nor spoke a word of them, or any thing else, 
during his short and precipitate illness, in which I 
attended hbjx to his last breath. The duke has acted 
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more than the part of a brother to him, and it will 
be strange if the sisters do^ot leave *his papers to- 
tally to his disposal, who will do the same that 1 
would with them. He luts managed the comedy * 
(which our poor friend gave.to the playhouse the week 
before his death) to the utmost advantage for his re* 
lations ; and proposes to do the same with some bi- 
bles f he left finished. 

There is nothing of late which I think of more 
than mortality, and what you mention, of collecting 
the best monuments we can of our friends, their own 
images in their writings : for those are the best^ when 
their minds are such as Mr. Gay's was, and as your's 
is. I am preparing ako for my own, and have no- 
thing so much at heart, as to show the silly world 
that men of wit, or even poets, may be the most 
moral of mankind. A few loose things sometimes 
liEiU from them, by which censorious fools judge as 
ill of them as possibly they can, for their own com- 
fort : and indeed, when sucl^ unguarded and trifling 
jeux ^esprit have once got abroad, all that prudence 
or repentance can do, since they cannot be denied, 
is to put them fairly \upon that foot; and teach the 
public (as we have done in the preface to the four 
volumes of Miscellanies) to distinguish betwixt our 
studies and our idlenesses, our works and our weak- 
nesses. That was the whole end of. the last volume 
of Miscellanies, without which our former declara- 
tion in that preface, " That these volumes contained 
all that we have ever offended in, that way," would 
have been discredited. It went indeed to my heart 
to omit what you called the Libel on Dr. Delany, and 

* ' ** The Wife of Bath ;" which, in truth, is but an indifferent 
comedy. Dr. Wahton. 

f The second volume of the Fables is much inferior to the 
first ; particularly on account ot the long and languid introduc- 
tions to each fable« which read like party pamphlets. 

Dk. Wartoit. 
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the best panegyric on myself, that either my own 
times or any other could nave afforded, or will ever 
afford to me. The book, as you observe, was printed 
in great haste; the cause whereof was, that the 
booksellers were doing the same, in collecting your 
pieces, the corn with the chaff; I do not mean that 
any thing of yours is chaff, but with other wit of Ire- 
land which was so, and the whole in your name. I 
meant principally to oblige them to»separate what you 
writ seriously from what you writ carelessly ; and 
thought my own weeds might pass for a sort of wild 
flowers, when bundled up with them. 

It was I that sent you those books into Ireland, 
and so I did my epistle to lord Bathurst, even before 
it was published, and another thing of mine, which 
is a parody from Horace*, writ m two mornings; 
I never took more care in my life of any thing than 
of the former of these, nor less than of the latter : 
yet every firiend has forced me to print it, though in 
truth my own single motive was about twenty lines 
toward the latter end, which you will find out. 

I have declined opening to you by letters the whole ' 
scheme of my present work, expecting still to do it 
li\ a better manner in person : but you will see pretty 
soon, that the letter to lord Bathurst f is a part of it, 
and you -will find a plain connexion between them, 
if you read them in the order just contrary to that 
they were published in. I imitate those cunning 
tradesmen, who show their best silks last: or, (to 
give you a truer idea, though it sounds too proudly) 
my works will in one respect be like the works of na- 
ture, much more to be liked and understood when 
considered in the relation they bear with each other, 
than when ignorantly looked upon one by one; and 

* 2 Sat. i. 

f He himself, we see, calls this piece a Utter, not a ^ahgue^ 
as it was afterward cniiUed. Dr. Wahton^ by GooQle 
VOL, XVill. K H 
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ofteo, those parts which attract most at first sight 
will appear to be not the most but the least consi- 
derable. 

I am pleased and flattered by yoajr expression of 
oma me. The chief pleasure this work can give me 
is, that I can in it, with propriety, decency, and 
justice, insert the name and character of every frigid 
I have* and every man that deserves to be loved or 
adorned. But I smile at your applying that phrase 
to my visiting you in Ireland ; a place where I might 
have some apprehension (from their eKtraordinary 
passion for poetry, and their boundless hospitality) 
of being adormd to death and buried under the 
weight of garlands, like one I have read of some- 
where of other. My mother lives (which is an an- 
swer to that point) and, I thank God, though her me- 
mory be in a manner gone, is yet awake and sensi- 
ble to me, though scarce to any thing else ; which 
doubles the reason of my attendance, and at the same 
time sweetens it. 1 wish (beyond any other wish) 
you could pass a summer here ; 1 might (too proba- 
bly) return with you> unless you preferred to see 
France first, to which country I think you would 
have a strong invitation. Lord Peterborow has nar- 
rowly escaped deaih, and yet keeps his chamber : 
he is perpetually speaking in the most affectionate 
manner of you : he has written you two letters which 
you never received^ and by that has been discouraged 
ftom writing more. I can we^ believe the post- 
office may do this, when some letters of his to me 
have met the same fate, and two of mine to him. 
yet let not this discourage you from writing to me, 
or to him inclosed in the common way, as I do to 
yoa : innocent men need fear no detection of their 
thoughts ; and for my part, I would give them free 
leave to send all I write to Curll, if most of what I 
write was not too silly. 
I desire my sincere services t^jg^^cgelany, who. 
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I agree with you, is d man every way esteemable : 
my lord Orrery is a most virtoous and good natured 
nobleman, whom I should be happy to know. Lord , 
B. received your letter through my hands ; it is not * 
to be told you how much he wishes for yon :' the 
whole lisfof persons to whom you sent your services 
returh you theirs, with proper sense of the distinc- 
tion, lour lady firiend is semper eadem, and I have 
written an epistle to her, on that qualification in a 
female character ; which is thought by my chief cri- 
tic in your absence to lie my ch<f d'ouvir : but it 
t;annot be printed perfectly, in an age scf sore of satire, 
and so willing to misapply characters. 

As to my own health, it is good as usual. I have 
lain ill seven days of a slight fever (the complaint 
here) but recovered by gentle sweats, and the care of 
Dr. Arbuthhot. The play *, Mr. Gay left succeeds 
very well ; it is another original in its kind. Adieu. 
God preserve your life, your health, your limbs, your 
spirits, and your friendships ! 



FROM MR. POPE. 

Jpril 2, \7S$. 

jL OU say truly, that death is only terrible to us 
as it separates us from those we love, but I really 
think those have the worst of it who are left by 
us, if we are true friends* I have felt more (I fancy) 
in the loss of Mr. Gay, than I shall suffer in the 
thought of going away myself into a state that can 
feel none ot this sort of losses. I wished vehemently 
to have seen him in a condition of living independ- 
•nt, and to have lived in perfect indolence tht 

* See p. 348. N. Digit zed by Google 
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rest of our days together, the two most idle, most in^ 
nocent, undesigning poets of our age. I now as ve- 
hemeiUly wish you and I might walk into the grave 
' together, by as slow steps as you please, but content- 
edly and cheerfully : whether that ever can be, or in 
what country, I know no more than into what coun- 
try we shall walk out of the grave. But it suffices ne 
to know it will be exactly what region or state our 
Maker appoints, and (hat whatever is, is right. Our 
poor friend's papers are partly in my hands,, and for 
as much as is so, I will take care to suppress things 
unworthy of him. As to the epitaph, I am sorry you 
^ave a copy, for it will certainly by that means come 
into prin^ and I would correct it more, unless you 
will do it for me, and that I shalljike as well. Upon 
the whole I earnestly wish your coming over hither, 
for tHis reason, among many others, that your infla* 
ence may be joined with mine to suppress whatever 
we may judge proper of his papers. To be plunged 
ip my neighbours and my papers, will be your inevi- 
table fate as soon as you come. That I ain an author 
whose characters are thought of some weight, ap- 
pears from the great noise and bustle that the court 
and town make about any I give ; and I will not 
render them less important or less interesting by spar* 
ing vice and folly, or by betraying the cause of 
truth and virtue. I will take care they shall be such 
as no man can be angry at, but the persons I would 
have angry. . You are sensible with what decency 
and justice I paid homage to the royal family, at the 
same time that I satirized false courtiers and spies, 
&c. about them. I have not the courage however 
to be such a satirist as you, but I would be as much, 
or more, a philosopher. You call your satires li- 
bels ; I would rather call my satires, epistles : they 
will consist more of morality than of wit, and grow 
graver, which you will call duller. I shall leave it 
to my antagonists to be witty (if they can) and con* 
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tent myself to be Bseful and in the right. TeH me . 
your opinion as to lady Mary Wortlcy's or lord 
Harvey's performance : they are certainly tlie top 
wits of the court, and ypu may judge by that single 
piece what can be done against me ; for it was la« 
Douredy corrected, precommended, and post-disap- 
proved, so as to be disowned by themselves after 
each had highly cried it up for the other's. I have 
met with some complaints *, and heard at a distance 
of some threats occasioned by my verses : I sent fair 
messages to acquaint them where I was to be found 
in town, and to offer to call at their houses to sa- 
tisfy them, and so it dropped. It is very poor in 
any one to rail aad threaten at a distance, ami have 
nothing to say to you when they see you. — I am glad 
you persist and abide by so good a thing as that 
poem t, in which I am immortal for my morality : I 
never took any praise so kindly, and yet I think I 
deserve that praise better than I do any other. 
When does your collection come out, and what will 
it consist of*^^ I have but last week finished another 
of my epistles, in the order of the system ; and 
this week (exercUandi gr«tid) I have translated (or 
rather parodied) another of Horace's, in which I 
introduce you advising me about my expences, 
housekeeping, &c. But these things shall lie by, 
till you come to carp at them, and alter rhymes, and 
grammar, and triplets, and cacophonies of all kinds. 
Our parliament will sit till midsummer, which I 
hope may be a motive to bring you rather in summer 
than so late as autumn : you used to love what I hate, 
a hurry of politics, &c. Courts I see not, cour- 
tiers I know not, kings I adore not, oueens I com- 
pliment not ; so I am never likely to be in fashion, 

♦ At this time there was a great outcry among all the courtiers 
against the keenness of this satire. Dr. Warton. 
f Th« ironical libel on Pr. Delany. Dr. Wart<^^. |^ 
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nor in dependatnce. I heartily join with y^^ijtPUy'' 
10^ out poor lady for lier unhappiness, ai|H||puld 
only pity her niore» if she had more of ^hat !|by at 
court caii happiness. Come tb€P> and perhaps we 
^ may go all together into France at the end of the sear 
soii, and compare- 4he liberties of both kingdoms. 
Adieu. Believe me, dear m, (with a thousand warm 
wishes, mixed with short sighs) ever yours. 



END OF VOL. XVIII. 
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